HISTORY OF THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE
PART I: THE AVERY YEARS, 1927-1952
Compiled and Annotated
By
David B. Field
Overseer of Lands
Maine Appalachian Trail Club
1940
PREFACE
Many of the original letters that I have transcribed were hand-written, and often difficult to read.
Most anything enclosed in brackets [ ] is one of my comment inserts. An insert “[?]” indicates
that I just could not read a word or section in the original letter. (In a few cases, the author of a
typed manuscript used brackets within a quoted passage but it should be clear from the context
that these are not my comments.) I have used braces { } to enclose hand-written marginal notes
in otherwise typed manuscript and also to enclose footnotes in the original material. Throughout,
I have corrected obvious typos but have not changed misspellings and abbreviations that reflect
the culture of the times and places. Except for these items, the text included in “THE WRITTEN
RECORD” are verbatim transcriptions of the original documents as best as I was able to read
them.
SUMMARY
Myron Avery continued his incredible pace through 1940, and remained as argumentative, to the
point of insulting, in his relations especially with the U.S. Forest Service and CCC as he
continued to try to get federal work crews out on to the A.T. in Maine. He prolonged the debate
with Robert Moore over the spelling of Borestone (aka Boarstone) Mountain, and continued
contentious correspondence with publishing firms regarding A.T. guides and maps. The written
record provides no evidence that he ever considered himself at fault in these debates, but on May
20, Paul A. Heideke of The Washington Planograph Co. in Washington, D.C., wrote to Avery:
“…it is indeed regrettable that you should have taken a viewpoint that you are always right,
cannot be wrong, and that you have the right to heap abuse on those that venture to differ with
you.”
Walter Greene continued to be seriously ill but was able make a visit to his camp in Sebec. Game
Warden Helon Taylor was still an important contributor and a new member, Lawson Reeves of
Dryden, Maine, appeared on the scene. Lawson, accurately described by William Sawyer of
Bates College as “a headstrong individual with a propensity to do things all his way” was still a
Director of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club when I joined in 1956. He was also the first person
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assigned maintenance of the A.T. from Saddleback tower north, including the section that I gave
up in 2016, after nearly 60 years.
Avery’s concern about the future of the spruce-fir forest along the crest of the Barren-Chairback
Range increased as the Seaboard Paper Company began cutting pulpwood on American Thread
Company land to furnish its mill in Bucksport, Maine.
THE WRITTEN RECORD
January 3, 1940. Edward W. Connors, Administrative Assistant, Civilian Conservation
Corps, Maine Forest Service, Augusta, Maine, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
On our return to the office after two weeks absence, we have your letter of December 19th
regarding proposed work on the Appalachian Trail.
We wish you to know at this time that we will give your suggestions careful consideration and
before our work plans for this year are compiled, we will discuss your proposal with our Boston
Office to get its reaction to the suggestions that a small side camp be set up to complete the
hurricane removal in the areas mentioned.
According to past correspondence with the Boston Office, the impression there seems to be that
the Appalachian Trail work in Maine has reached a point where it constitutes primarily
maintenance rather than construction. That office is therefore desirous of having a complete
description of any further work proposed and its relation to previous work completed before
approving any work plans. Your letter of the 19th, however, seems to be outside of the above
remarks and there is a possibility that such work will be approved. We will not be submitting our
future work plans for at least five or six weeks.
January 3, 1940. Raymond E. Rendall, Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine, to Myron
Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I am writing to acknowledge your letter of December 19. My reply has been delayed somewhat
due to the confusion caused by my appointment, confirmation, and qualifying for office.
I am pleased to receive your kind expression of thought, “even though you are a Bowdoin man”.
I want, however, for you to know that I am a Maine man although for seventeen years I did work
for Bates College. You will remember in school days we were quite proud of our Alma Mater. I,
of course, retain my affection which does not mean any less high regard for Bates.
I shall be glad at any time to discuss matters concerning the Appalachian Trail Conference with
you, and I will look forward to a visit you may make in the future to my office. I realize, of
course, that your former relations with this office have been held with Forest Supervisor Stubbs.
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I anticipate he will continue to give you his full cooperation. I only wish to assure you of my
interest.
Thank you for the copy of your Maine Guide and Katahdin Bibliography, which I received in
good order.
With kind regards for this New Year,
{Copy Greene, Sawyer, Stubbs, Attwood}
January 4, 1940. Myron Avery to Everett Greaton, Maine Development Commission
Dear Mr. Greaton:
Some time ago you wrote me (after I left the list of Katahdin and Appalachian Trail signs at
Augusta in October) that you were working on the arrangements for getting then made, as per the
plan outlined at the Katahdin Conference.
I am sure you have the matter in mind and I dislike to seem to press unnecessarily a person as
busy as you, but there is one factor which 1 have learned from experience in these sign matters.
It is now January. We should get the signs in place in June. It takes a lot of time to get then made
and the necessary motions to carry out the program can consume a lot of effort and time.
Therefore, I am taking the liberty of suggesting you will want to avoid a mistake which we
experienced some time ago of underestimating the time required.
There is one matter I cannot over-emphasize. That is the matter of properly preparing the signs-seasoned timber, the proper kinds of paint and the right number of coats, sufficient drying, etc.
To that end I sent you the Trail Manual with Dr. Schmeckebier's specific directions as to what to
do. With the trouble and expense we are incurring, we want these signs to last. If the work is
turned over to some agency with general directions to paint signs with whatever materials are
available, we are running considerable chance of short-lived and improper signs. Therefore, I
went to urge that you insist as a sine qua non that the paint, coats, etc. specified in Dr.
Schmeckebier’s procedure be religiously followed. I want to save you our sad experience in the
early days of board signs.
Apart from the above, I do urge that the time element be borne in mind.
As we agreed, it would be most desirable, I will oversee the installation, but this will require
planning and assistance.
Any developments on the putting up of the metal highway signs by the State Highway
Department as yet?
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and mailed during his absence to avoid delay.
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Copy to Mr. Attwood Mr. Sawyer Mr. Stubbs Mr. Greene
January 4, 1940. Myron Avery to Arthur M. Fogg
Dear Mr. Fogg:
1 appreciated very much receiving your card with its Maine scene. It is extremely good.
I am certainly chagrined, however, that the error as to your address still continues. On my return
from Portland, I arranged to have your address changed on the present A.T. mailing list. It must,
however, have been correct at that time, so that the correction perpetuated the error. Again we
are making it "Avenue”. I had in mind that the advance notice about sending the markers would
afford an opportunity to avoid any difficulty but this seems to have miscarried, to make the error
100%, We hope, however, it will be the last.
I am counting on that trip to Tumbledown. Presently I am working in New York and living here,
which is a sort of long distance commuting.
Our New York meeting had an attendance of twenty-eight and was most successful.
Copy to Miss Stephenson
January 5, 1940. Oliver Hall, State Librarian, Augusta, Maine, to Myron Avery, Lubec,
Maine
Dear Mr. Avery:
The library now has catalogued and placed on the shelves the selection of your articles which
you so kindly presented the library, and which I feel constitutes a valuable addition.
Wishing you the compliments of the season,
January 5, 1940. B. L. Hadley, Assistant Superintendent, Acadia National Park, Bar
Harbor, Maine, Memorandum for the Director
Attention Supervisor of Recreation and Land Planning
This will acknowledge receipt of Mr. Wirth’s memorandum of December 12 relative to a
proposal from Mr. Myron H. Avery of the Appalachian Trail Conference regarding the
cooperation of the National Park Service with the Conference in the erection of eight lean-tos in
Maine.
Mr. Avery and I discussed the possibility of such cooperation at the meeting of the Appalachian
Trail Conference at Daicy Pond last August. Knowing that eight lean-tos are needed to complete
the chain of shelters along the Maine section of the Appalachian trail, I thought it possible that
through the C.C.C. I might be able to promote the construction of some of these shelters. My
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idea was to examine the locations which Mr. Avery proposes with a view to determining their
accessibility and wherever feasible I thought it might be possible to fabricate the lean-tos here
and transport them to the building site and erect them. Under such a plan I did not think there
would be any need of establishing a side camp. A crew of seven or eight with a foreman could do
the erecting with an absence from our Main camp here on the Park of not over three or four days
in each instance. The work could be planned so that we could take advantage of weather
conditions and other features involved and avoid a mass movement which a side camp would
entail.
I have not yet had an opportunity to examine any of the proposed sites but I am planning to do so
in the spring. After examination I will be in a much better position to give details concerning the
proposal.
cc Mr. Avery
January 10, 1940. Everett F. Greaton, Maine Development Commission, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
We have had such a tremendously busy fall that I have had to postpone for a little the sign
question. We have had two new booklets to prepare and many other new developments.
I am in hopes within a very short time to turn my attention to this and will write you, giving you
full details.
The metal highway signs left with me will all go up early in the spring.
January 10, 1940. Myron Avery to Walter B. Hamilton, Map Draftsman, Maine Highway
Commission, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Mr. Hamilton:
I have seen your circular letter with respect to map corrections and have also received the copy
of the map to which that circular refers. I will go over the map and correct it and return it to you
shortly.
I recall that we have had considerable correspondence in the past with respect to the route of The
Appalachian Trail and your interest in its correct delineation and appearance has been a matter
which we have appreciated.
I believe that I sent to you some time ago a final correction and revision of the Trail route after it
was simplified by the elimination of the Dead River Route. If you have that map readily
available and care to forward it to me, I will be glad to check it; if not, if you will forward one of
your printed maps, I will make such corrections as are required. As no future changes are
contemplated in the Trail in Maine, with attention at this time, the route should be quite
definitely located.
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There is one matter in our previous correspondence which I recall and that is the erroneous
delineation of the boundaries of the Baxter State Park. You wrote me that these have been put on
by Ex-Governor Baxter himself. They are so clearly erroneous that I am very much at a loss to
understand why there should be any desire to have the situation incorrectly stated. The State
ownership is the 6,000 acres on the mountain itself and the two quarters (I believe the northwest
and southeast) of T.5 R.9, Traveler Town. (As to the exact designations, I am depending upon
my memory, as I do not have my records here. In any event, you can determine the situation
exactly from the map in the Attorney General's office which shows the exact tracts donated by
Ex-Governor Baxter. Apparently, in designating the boundaries of the Park, Ex-Governor Baxter
treated his personal holdings as a part of the Park. They are, of course, not a part of the Park and
the State property and as I have indicated, I am somewhat at a loss to understand why there
should be any thought of having the official State map misleading in this respect.
I appreciate your situation in the matter but the correctness of the Park boundaries is of course
something which can be readily determined from official sources, such as the Forest
Commissioner's office or the Attorney General’s office.
{1/12/40. Map corrected returned under separate note.}
January 10, 1940. Conrad L. Wirth, Supervisor of Recreation and Planning, National Park
Service, Washington, D.C., to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
This refers to our letter of December 12 stating that we were requesting general information from
Assistant Superintendent Hadley of Acadia National Park regarding the feasibility of your
proposal to construct eight lean-tos on the Appalachian Trail in Maine by the Civilian
Conservation Corps.
Mr. Hadley has informed us that he has not had an opportunity to examine any of the proposed
lean-to sites to obtain information basic to determining the feasibility of proposing the use of
CCC in their construction, but that he is planning to do so in the spring.
After Mr. Hadley has reported his findings we will be glad to request any additional information
from you that may be of value in determining whether it will be possible to assist the
Appalachian Trail Conference through the construction of any or all of these lean-tos.
January 11, 1940. Myron Avery to Edward W. Connors, Admin. Asst., CCC, Augusta,
Maine
Dear Mr. Connors:
I am very much obliged to you for your letter of January 3, 1940, in response to my letter of
December 19, 1939, relating to the work needed to complete the Trail project in Maine.
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Perhaps I can cover by letter the Trail situation and the suggestions which I have made
previously, so that the entire matter may be better understood. If I read aright the impressions of
your Boston Office, there seems a desire on the part of that office to terminate in Maine work in
connection with the Trail. I might say, at the outset, that I am somewhat at a loss to know why, in
principle, there should be any such desire, for the reason that this particular type of activity is
one which has met with universal approval. Activities in Maine are somewhat restricted in scope
and in view of the criticism of the development of the fire-roads and their subsequent use by the
landowners to their own advantage, I had thought that the Service would welcome an instance of
activity to which it could point in answer to the criticism that the activities in Maine were solely
for the benefit of the landowners.
Moreover, if the Service feels that it has become a matter of maintenance, I do not quite
appreciate the concern on that point of view. It is well known that the work of many CCC Camps
is that of maintenance alone. I particularly refer to the situation in the Great Smoky Mountains
and Shenandoah National Parks where, as you know, all Trail maintenance and other similar
work is carried on by the CCC Camps, since there is a complete absence in these areas, except
for rangers, of administrative personnel.
As to the status of maintenance as CCC work, I might observe that Mr. Fechner commented
upon this at our Katahdin meeting (his speech will appear in the May issue of Appalachian
Trailway News) and it was quite apparent that he did not take exception to such activities in
connection with the Trail. I had hoped that more of the Forest Service people who were dealing
with these problems in Maine would be able to attend the Katahdin meeting. This would have
afforded an opportunity to discuss these problems so as to arrive at a better understanding of the
situation. This comment is, however, perhaps beside the point and I do not wish to invite
controversy through these suggestions.
If, however, it is the attitude of your Boston office that it wishes to terminate the Trail work in
Maine, we have no quarrel with that attitude, if it will only complete the job as set up in the
original projects. If there is any thought that the Conference will renew its requests each year for
work which is on the “maintenance side”, we can put an end to any such difficulty. Barring any
major catastrophe, such as the reconstruction called for by the 1938 hurricane, if the work
projected in the past and not completed, together with the hurricane restoration, is adequately
finished, then the Boston office may consider Trail work in Maine as completed and closed. We
will then be quite able to continue on our own.
To make this matter clearer, I shall have to review the situation in some detail. For the past two
or three years, the work which has been undertaken, principally the building of lean-tos, has
gotten under way very late in the season. It has been necessarily rushed, with the result that the
job had been only partly finished. Particularly on a number of lean-tos, the roofing was
inadequately laid and the structures were not chinked. As a result, they are far from habitable. A
particular difficulty which I have stressed before was the failure to build, at each lean-to, some
form of a simple latrine. In view of the Forest Service regulations and their strictness in this
respect, it was a matter of surprise to me that the inspectors did not insist upon the building of
some type of latrine when the lean-tos were built. Therefore, the first item in the uncompleted
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work calls for the going over of all the structures which have been built, remedying the
deficiencies in the roofs and the chinking, building latrines and leaving them generally habitable.
Some structures require considerable work; others little. For instance, the crew reclearing the
Trail from hurricane damage left large trees on the Elephant Mountain Lean-to. The essential in
this connection is that the crews should take enough time to complete the structures, remedy the
difficulties and do the necessary clean-up work to reduce the fire hazard close to the lean-tos.
This is only a matter of tasks which should have been cared for at the time when the structures
were built. It will be appreciated that asking for the completion of the shelter unit is quite a
different matter from “maintenance”.
The second division of work related to the restoration of the hurricane damage. I have traveled
the Trail in western Maine after the Forest Service Deficiency Camp and the CCC Camps
completed their work last summer. The problem was a difficult one, particularly since the worst
of the blowdowns occurred in a most inaccessible section. I appreciate the amount of labor
involved and the difficulties and what I have to say is in no sense criticism. It is well known,
however, that the primary problem was to open a way through with a view of getting as many
trails and roads open as quickly as possible. This controlling principle, of course, meant that the
Trail was far from restored. Down logs, often of enormous size, were left in place. Logs that
were above the head of the walker but across the Trail were not cut out. With the coming down
of these logs and the increased throw from winter storms, we are feeling a situation where the
elimination of this hurricane damage will be beyond the resources of our volunteer trail workers.
(I know that in one section a crew was sent back to improve the preliminary opening.)
Particularly, there is need for work in the area around Mountain Brook just east of the AndoverFrye Brook Road.
There is the further factor that the section hardest hit, that is, on Sugarloaf and Spaulding
Mountains, was omitted from the work programs last spring until after my discussions of the
matter with the Forest Service representatives at Portland following the Katahdin Conference, in
the late fall. I suspect that since this was at the time of the closing of the Camp and in view of the
limited facilities, this work was probably far from complete. Moreover, the section between the
Ledge House at the eastern end of Mt. Bigelow and the Kennebec River, which has been
lumbered and where there is much opportunity for blowdowns, was not gone over at all.
While I am stressing the cutting out of the blowdown timber and trees which it is obvious will
fall across the Trail in the near future, I should like to see the program broadened sufficiently and
the crews equipped with tools for clearing the small bushes so that the trail restoration program
would be a thorough job and we could start 1941 with all the handicaps of the hurricane
eliminated.
In brief, this program of restoration and completion will call for a small crew to cover the entire
Trail from the Maine-New Hampshire line to the Kennebec River. In the past the difficulty has
been experienced by the getting the work under way at a very late date, with the resulting
difficulties and deficiencies which I have enumerated.
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I think that there is one other angle of this matter which should be appreciated by the Boston
office. By virtue of the Appalachian Trailway agreement, the Forest Service is committed to a
program of cooperation with The Appalachian Trail Conference. It seems to me that no one can
complain of the conservatism of our request that in this connection the Trail in Maine should be
thoroughly restored from the hurricane damage and the lean-to chain completed and made usable.
If this is systematically and thoroughly done, I can assure your Boston office that it may close its
files on the work for the Appalachian Trail in Maine.
At the present time I am assigned to our New York office and week-end in Washington. I am
anxious to remove any erroneous impression as to the status of these matters and if a conference
with you Boston office would serve any purpose, I should be very glad to make the trip. I am
enclosing an additional copy of this letter, as I have set forth my views at some length, with the
thought that you may wish to forward it to the Boston office in order that we may arrive at a
clearer understanding of the matter. I do hope that we may have definite action early enough to
complete the program during 1940.
I want to say that I thoroughly appreciate your position in the matter and the Appalachian Trail
Conference is grateful to you and to your associates for the consideration with which our
suggestions in the matter are received.
Sincerely yours,
Myron H. Avery, Chairman
The Appalachian Trail Conference
United States Maritime Commission
Washington, D.C.
Copy to: Greene, Sawyer, Stubbs, Taylor, Warner
Please regard this letter as confidential. It bears on our efforts to obtain a complete renovation of
the Trail in western Maine. If it is successful, we are urging the sponsors of the Trail to
concentrate in 1940 upon repainting the route and emphasizing the marking.
January 12, 1940. Marion Park to Fred Chadwick, Third West Branch Pond Camps,
Kokadjo, Maine.
Dear Mr. Chadwick:
There was sent to you under separate cover the signs to which Mr. Avery’s letter of last fall
referred. You will note from that letter where the various signs are to be placed, and it will be
appreciated if you will put then up as opportunity presents itself.
We all look back with much pleasure to the nights spent at your camps. We all enjoyed the food
very much, as well as the very comfortable beds.
P.S. Will you please advise us on the enclosed postal card when you have received the signs.
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January 12, 1940. Marion Park to William Dore, Mountain View Camps, Monson, Maine.
Dear Mr. Dore:
Under separate cover we sent you the signs to go up on your section of Trail concerning which
Mr. Avery wrote you last fall. You will note from that letter just where the signs are to go up,
and it will be appreciated if you will take care of this matter when an opportunity presents itself.
Best regards to Mrs. Dore and yourself.
P.S. Will you please advise us on the enclosed postal card when you have received the signs.
January 15, 1940. Myron Avery to W. R. Hamlin, Secretary, New England Trail
Conference, 60 Fearing Street, Amherst, Massachusetts.
Dear Mr. Hamlin:
Schairer telephoned me today, as I happened to be in Washington, with respect to your letter to
him. You are right in thinking that we try to keep Mr. Greene fully informed of matters but his
condition is such that he is not able to carry on any correspondence or do anything, and keeping
in touch is more a matter of being on the receiving end. The fact that your letter to him was not
forwarded to us means, I fear, that his condition has taken a turn for the worse or that it was
misaddressed. He is at Edgewater Rest, Bayside, Long Island, New York.
Not having your letter before me as this is dictated, I can only approximate what I think you wish.
To avoid duplication, perhaps the best thing for me to do is to enclose for you a copy of our
confidential memorandum on the situation as to The Appalachian Trail across Maine. This shows
the situation between the maintaining organizations:
Maine Appalachian Trail Club -- Katahdin to Moxie Pond.
Eastern States Mountain Club,
(Arthur M. Fogg, 65 Pleasant Avenue, Portland, Me.)
-- Moxie Pond to Kennebec River.
Helen N. Taylor, Eustis, Me.
and associates
-- Kennebec River to Orbeton Stream.
Unassigned
-- Orbeton Stream to Saddleback.
Bates College Outing Club,
(Prof. W. H. Sawyer, Jr., Lewiston, Maine)
-- Saddleback to Andover-B Hill Road.
Maine Alpine Club
--Andover-B Hill Road to Grafton Notch
Appalachian Mountain Club -- Grafton Notch to Maine-New Hampshire Line.
The only other thing which I understand you would want are the lean-tos along the trail. I am
enclosing a sheet which shows the locations of the existing lean-tos on The Appalachian trail in
Maine. If you wish a further breakdown as to the sections of the above sponsors, where these are
located, please let me know.
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I think that I told either you or John that I would be very glad to supply information on The
Appalachian Trail in Maine, so please feel free to call on me. I am keeping very detailed
condition reports of each section of the Trail, showing its exact status as to condition, work, etc.,
but I judge this is more than you would require for your present purposes.
If this is not sufficient, please let me know what you require.
On second thought, I am sending a copy of this letter and the analysis of the Maine Trail
situation to John Vondell. You will appreciate that these are documents which we wish treated
confidentially and not publicized or circulated. They do show What our problems are in this
connection.
You will, of course, be sure to send Miss Stephenson copies of any publications you issue or any
notes on activity you would like to have inserted in Trailway News.
Copy to Mr. Vondell Mr. Schairer.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and mailed after his return to New York.
January 16, 1940. Myron Avery to Everett F. Greaton, Executive Secretary, Maine
Development Commission Augusta, Maine.
Dear Everett:
You will recall that, in the past, we have discussed the matter of including in the Maine exhibits
at the various Sportsmen's shows sufficient reference to the Appalachian Trail route across
Maine. Your views in this matter were in accord with ours that it was desirable to have this
exhibit as one of the recreation resources of the State. However, with the exception of the
separate and independent exhibit of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club of a number of years back,
there has been no reference to the Trail and I am told by inquirers, that those in charge of the
exhibit have professed, on inquiry, little knowledge of the Trail.
You are probably aware that we made for the State of Maine exhibit at the Worlds Fair, a panel
which covered this situation quite adequately. I am wondering if, for the Sportsmens' shows, you
intend to use any of the material that was available at the Worlds Fair. In that event, this panel
would still be available and useful. As I recall, your representative at the State of Maine Building
was a Mr. Titus. We do not know what happened to the panel but I thought that this would be an
opportune time to bring the matter to your attention.
I feel that it would be very desirable if we could work out some form of permanent panel for
exhibit which would automatically be a part of each Maine exhibit at the Sportsmens' shows, and
we would not need to give the matter any further consideration.
I should be very glad to have the benefit of your suggestions in the matter.
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cc:

Walter D. Greene, Edgewater Rest, Bayside Long Island.
K. S. Boardman, Securities & Exchange Commission Washington, D. C,
Frank Hayden, c/o H.B. Leary & Brother, 1612 “U" Street, Washington, D.C.

January 17, 1940.

ASSIGNMENT
To all to whom these presents may come or may concern:

GREETINGS
KNOW YE that for the sum of $1.00 and other good and valuable considerations, the receipt
whereof is hereby acknowledged, we, the undersigned, being the Officers and Directors of the
Maine Appalachian Trail Club, an unincorporated association, which was succeeded by the
MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB, INCORPORATED, a corporation duly organized and
existing under the laws of the State of Maine, do hereby bargain and sell, assign, make over and
transfer, on behalf of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, unincorporated, to the MAINE
APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB, INCORPORATED, all the right, title and interest which the
Maine Appalachian Trail Club, unincorporated, now has, ever had or shall have, by virtue of any
copyright or by virtue of any common law right of publication to a certain publication, entitled
GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE, issued by the Maine Appalachian Trail
Club, unincorporated, of which various issues have appeared, the latest in 1938, comprising
some 395 pages, which was duly copyrighted with the Library of Congress by the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club, unincorporated.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF we have duly affixed our names and signatures this seventeenth day
of January, 1940.
Walter D. Greene, President
J. F. Schairer, Secretary
Marion Park, Treasurer
Myron H. Avery, Overseer of Trails
Robert G. Stubbs, Director
Helon N. Taylor, Director
W. H. Sawyer, Jr., Director
A. H. Jackman, Director
S. S. Philbrick, Director
January 18, 1940. Walter B. Hamilton, Map Draftsman, State Highway Commission,
Augusta, Maine, to Myron C. Avery, United States Maritime Comm. Washington, D.C.
Dear Mr. Avery:
This letter acknowledges receipt of your letter of January 10 and also the corrected base map. I
have checked the notes and changes and have made all corrections which could possibly be
shown on our tracing of the map. We are concerned with the main trail only, at the present time.
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It is felt that the side trails and all details concerning the trail are far better described in the
"Guide Book of the Appalachian Trail".
The boundaries of Baxter State Park are carefully outlined on the base map in accordance with
the information given me by my superiors.
January 18, 1940. Myron Avery to J. F. Smith, General Passenger Agent Bangor &
Aroostook Ry. Co., Bangor, Maine {Maine A.T. File}
Dear Mr. Smith:
In keeping with instructions received in a letter from The Rumford Press at Concord, New
Hampshire, transmitting to me the galley proof of the two articles for the 1940 "In the Maine
Woods”, I return herewith both galleys corrected.
Your printer has done a very excellent job and there are no corrections of any consequence. I did
add one footnote, which would be worth including if it can be done without difficulty. In view of
the excellent set-up, it is a little ironical that the year that the proof comes to us should be when
the set-up is a hundred percent perfect rather than last year when the printer seemed to have
some difficulty. We are glad to have had the opportunity to check it over and I am sure that the
elimination of any possible error will be a source of satisfaction also to you.
I wrote you, and you will remember your reply, about the matter of using only appropriate
photos, such as the Church and Stoddar photos to illustrate the article "Artists” and "Katahdin". I
assume that you have these in mind and have given instructions. It might prevent any difficulty
on this score if you could mail to me at the Maritime Commission at Washington, a set of the
page proof.
I assume that you have received the numerous photographs taken at our 1939 Conference, which
were mailed to you on different occasions by Miss Park. In addition, you have the balance of the
National Park Service photos.
I also sent you a list of people to receive copies, which I assume duly reached you.
We shall look forward to the 1940 issue.
CC: Marion Park, {Stephenson}
January 19, 1940. Frank R. Hayden, Chairman, Publicity Committee, Potomac
Appalachian Trail Club, to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
The Publicity Committee is highly in accord with your idea of preparing and maintaining a
permanent panel to be used at such exhibits as the Sportsmen’s shown in New York, having in
mind also such shows as that which will be held in Baltimore in the near future. Then, too, we
have the New York Worlds Fair to consider for 1940.
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It hardly seems to me that the present panel at best fits the need. This seems to be mainly a
question for the Trail Conference to decide and state how far they wish to go on the matter. I do
not believe it is Maine’s job any more than our own.
It seems to me that, properly made up, the panel’s use would be far wider in scope for real
publicity purposes. The members of the P.A.T.C. Publicity Committee will gladly lend their
support to cooperating or making this possible.
January 19, 1940. Everett F. Greaton, Maine Publicity Bureau, to Myron Avery
Dear Myron,
I am taking up with Klir Beck the matter of the panel that you had at New York to see if it could
be used at the Sportsman’s Shows.
The Sportsman’s Shows, both in New York and Boston, come under George Stobie. We have
very little to do with them.
January 23, 1940. W. R. Hamlin, Sec., New England Trail Conference, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. AverySorry not to have replied earlier to your letters of the 13th, and the 19th, but it is a never-ending
surprise, how busy a man who has "retired" from his profession, at least thinks he keeps.
Thanks for your generous information on the Maine A.T. Club. The information in your own
letter is ample, so that the N.E.T.C. will not need to use the memorandum, which, of course, will
be kept confidential. If you have plenty of copies, I should be glad to keep it, because the
practical measures, which actually keep a trail open, are of great interest.
I enclosed copy of the blank I have filled out for the Maine A.T. Club. If worth your time, you
can fill in the number of your members, or make the necessary corrections, and return. It should
reach us in time for the mimeographing of our revised "Trail Census”, which will use most of the
space in our next Bulletin. Copies will be mailed to Mr. Greene, Miss Stephenson, and yourself.
Yours of the 19th makes the situation as to the Guidebook clear, and I am glad to have a copy of
your reply to Nutt.
We received our copies of the last A.T. News. I hope we may find room for a short notice,
recommending it, in our forthcoming Bulletin.
You will receive an advance program of our Annual Meeting. It seems to me that John has
worked out a good one.
I am indebted to you for “Guyot’s Notes”. A little study of the text and map have given me my
first intelligent idea of the layout of the Southern Appalachians.
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January 24, 1940. F. W. Chadwick, Kokadjo, Maine, to Marion Park. [Hand-written]
We received the signs and will put them up as directed.
January 31, 1940. Myron Avery to Helen N. Taylor Game Warden, Eustis, Maine
Dear Mr. Taylor:
I have been working in New York during the week for the past months and I am wondering if
yon expect to be here with the Sportsmen's Show. If so, let me know when, so that I can be sure
to come up when you are on duty.
I presume that you have duly received the issues of Trailway News, and the copies of the letters
which I have written to get the trail between the Kennebec River and the Maine-New Hampshire
line re-cleared by the CCC. At yet I have no definite word but I am pressing the matter. I am
most anxious to get this accomplished so that we can concentrate on re-marking.
Next summer I expect we will be able to finish the repainting from Blanchard to the Kennebec
River, and this will leave the strip between the Kennebec and Mt. Bigelow for repainting. I am
wondering how you are going to be fixed next summer, would suggest that you concentrate on
this repainting rather than any attempt at re-clearing. You may remember that I sent some white
and black paint to Sterling at Caratunk, and if you found you were going to get in there, you
could have Sterling bring this into his camps so you could use it, thus having less to carry.
I understood that near the Kennebec, two or three years ago, the CCC crew had painted the
gravel hauling road rather than the tote-road, as they should have done, hence, it will be
necessary to paint out some of the white places to get the correct route.
I thought that I would pass this suggestion on to you now so that you could be guided
accordingly in planning work for such time as you have available.
The stationery for the new Maine Club has been printed and you will have a supply shortly.
cc Walter Greene, W. H. Sawyer
February 1, 1940. K. S. Boardman to Myron Avery [Hand-written]
Dear Myron –
I haven’t the remotest idea of what the Maine collection will run to:
sets.
me).

1. I will be glad to contribute a number of our slides, particularly duplicates between the
2. Blackburn took one roll of film I furnished. Cost 2.00 (which as yet is underwritten by
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3. Dickinson has indicated willingness to let us have such as we need but probably does
not plan to contribute them (but might). While we think 25¢ each is fair price for slides accepted
(unless he wishes to give them) he probably would take base film cost since I got him film at
wholesale.
Until we can get them compared and selected there is no way of telling which group the
“finalists” will come from. Any over 20 from Blackburn should definitely be paid for, but doubt
if we will need any more than the one roll from him.
Here is [?]:
Blackburn
18-20
Dickinson
18-20
Boardman
60
Glass covers, tape etc.

2.00 (Roll furnished by KSB, no hurry on payment.)
2.00 (assuming no contributions)
Contributed
2.50 (Also a guess)

Total for 100 slide collection 6.50
If copies have to be made, they are 55¢ each, I think.
Re movies
So far I know the following movies were taken:
1. K. S. B. about 14-16 rolls, 8mm Kodachrome
2. Eben [Gould?] – 16mm Kodachrome (?)
3. Everett Greaton
? 16mm
4. Mr. Fechner 16mm ?
I intend to do canoe demonstration as a separate reel. Will also have either 2 or 3 200 foot reels
when edited, on Conference—Katahdin—Trail Trip. Projection time is 16-20 minutes per 200
foot reel. I hope above makes some sense to you. It doesn’t to me.
At photographic group meeting last night it was decided:
1. To have monthly meetings at “Boardman Shelter”. Next meeting Feb. 20.
2. To help Publicity in every way possible.
3. To have photographic meeting (annual) 3rd Tues. in May.
4. To encourage our PATC photographers to enter prints in local competitions of
Washington Camera Council and if they win to send them on to Regional and National
competitions of Photographic Society of America.
Frank and Howard seemed to feel that evening was very productive. We made it as plain as we
could that meeting place was up to the gang. Many seemed to feel they could get to House as
easy as Palisades, of course from our point of view, it saves freighting so much junk. These
meetings will not conflict with regular program meetings. We couldn’t get Tues. or Thurs. dates
in Feb. at Palisades.
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Fully agreed with Jean’s letter to Dale!
Feb. 1, 1940. Arthur T. Spring, Treasurer, Fred L. Tower Companies, Portland, Maine, to
Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Under separate cover, I am mailing a copy of the 1940 Arrow Guide which was just received
from the binders today. We are also mailing Guides to the people whose names you gave us this
fall.
We think the new book is a grand edition. We hope you will find the book interesting.
Feb. 1, 1940. Arthur T. Spring, Treasurer, Fred L. Tower Companies, Portland, Maine, to
Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Thanks for the suggestion contained in your letter of the 30th. I greatly appreciate it and shall
follow it personally if I get to New York, otherwise I shall do it by mail.
The Arrow Guide looks great and you and your friends should receive their copies within a day
or two. I hope to mail them today or tomorrow.
I hope you get a chance to drop in at the Sportsman’s Show at New York which opens the 17th
and runs through the 25th. It looks rather doubtful whether either Mrs. Spring or I will be there
for the entire show, but Henry Red Eagle will be in charge of our booth and will be glad to see
you.
Feb. 1, 1940. Helon Taylor to Myron Avery [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
Your letter came today and I will answer right away then it will get done. I guess I am getting to
be rather a poor correspondent.
I doubt if I get to go to the Sportsman’s Show this year but if I should I will let you know as soon
as I find out. It is not my turn anyway. Yes I get the Trailway News and should have answered
some of your letters long ago but kept waiting to get the Pierce Pond angle straightened out.
Have not been over there yet and it will have to wait until spring now. The rest of my section is
in good shape. I was over the Bigelow Village to Oberton in Dec. and it is O.K. The Deficiency
Crew must have cleared out the blowdowns in Nov. Same for Little Bigelow. Not the best of a
job but O.K. for present. I cleaned out all but larger blowdowns from Middle Carry to West
Carry side trail. Rather blind spot thru old lumber works. O.K. now. I took down my detour signs.
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I think Mr. Attwood’s idea of keeping the old trail cleared from Dead River school house to
Bigelow fire tower is O.K. I would suggest Mr. Attwood bring along his axe and saw and reclear
it next summer. I have some blue paint. I have removed all signs but there are still some white
blazes along this route.
I can not promise for sure about next summer. I have passed the examination for supervisor and
am second on the eligible list and if I get a job will move from this section. Do not know where.
(This is confidential.) If I should move away I would suggest Viles Wing to take over in my
place. He is a Chief Fire Warden in the Forestry Service, a good woodsman and a hard worker.
Anyway there will be time enough when I am sure of going somewhere else.
I must write to Mr. Heard. I gave him the wrong dope on Little Bigelow. I did not know the
Deficiency Crew had recleared this when I sent him my report.
I had a letter from Dr. Sawyer today and he says that a Mr. Reeves of Wilton wants to take over
the maintenance of the Bigelow Village to Oberton section. By all means let him be encouraged.
I wrote Dr. Sawyer to this effect and suggested a side trail to Abram.
Little Bigelow is now ready for the wheel. Hope to have the pleasure of following you over this
section next spring. (Not too early. June 1st is O.K.) Thanks for making my trip to Katahdin
possible.
February 3, 1940. Jean Stephenson to Stanley B. Attwood
{Will this do? Make any changes that seem desirable. J.S.}
Dear Mr. Attwood:
I always mean to acknowledge your letters promptly, but unfortunately I was ill at the time your
letter of December 11 arrived, then I had to get the copy for the TRAILWAY NEWS finished,
then had to go out of town, and since my return have been ill again so this is the first chance I
have had to write.
I was quite interested in the suggestion that was made, for I had not heard before that there was a
thought of building a tramway in Maine. I know there are plans to put on one Mount Mansfield,
and it is quite probable there will be suggestions for others in various places.
There seem to be cycles of activity of one type or another especially affecting the forests and
mountains. You may remember back in 1932-35 there was an epidemic of road-building in the
woods and all sorts of parkways and “sky motor ways” projected. Possibly you remember the
controversies that arose therefrom. The poor Appalachian Trail Conference got it from all sides
at that time, some groups thinking we should take active action to help, and some violent action
should be taken against it. Mr. Avery certainly got his share of the attack as those who remember
the months preceding the 1935 Conference and the Conference recall all too well. Fortunately we
weathered that storm, and there is peace and harmony everywhere.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1940 – Compiled by David Field – Page

18

The Appalachian Trail Conference has a definite conservation policy and in fact as a result of its
efforts along these lines which culminated in The Appalachian Trailway agreement it has been
successful in preserving from unsuitable encroachment an area the size of the White Mountain
National Forest. Very few realize the area involved as it is merely a mile strip on either side The
Trail where it goes through publicly owned land, but in actual area it is quite a bit of ground.
You can see why I am a little concerned over a plan for a tramway on Bald Pate. It would be
certain to reopen old controversies. In fact, I do not see how the Trail Conference could possibly
escape being involved in what could be termed at the mildest, a "disharmonic" discussion.
Would it be feasible to select some peak that is not on The Appalachian Trail on which to put the
tramway? Then the Trail Conference would be entirely out of it and the possibility of all trouble
would be averted. There are so many mountains in Maine that there certainly ought to be no
difficulty in thinking of one which would be just as advantageously situated for the purpose and
yet would not involve our "wilderness Trail". Then we could avoid all complications. There is so
much work to be done in connection with maintenance of The Trail, the shelters, maps, literature,
etc., that we are, all of us, trying to avoid unproductive things; and with Maine as big as it is, and
with such a wealth of mountainous country the various attractions of the various different kinds
might well be scattered around among the mountains instead of being concentrated on certain
ones!
Because of the Conference having been in Maine last summer, and because of the Fendler article,
the January issue of TRAILWAY NEWS had quite a lot of Maine material in it. The next time
we probably will have to have a little more space devoted to other sections of the country, but I
still want to continue to use quite a number of Maine items. After all, one-eighth of The Trail
traverses Maine and it is a part of the country that is tremendously intriguing to hikers, so I will
certainly be glad to get any items you have time to send so that they may be available when we
can run in something on Maine.
February 7, 1940. Myron Avery to Helon Taylor, Eustis, Maine.
Dear Helon:
I have received your letter and I am obliged to you for writing me at length.
I had not known about your taking the examination for the Supervisor’s position. I assume that
you refer to the Commission of Inland Fisheries and Game. For your sake, I hope you will make
the promotion in due course, even though it would be a severe loss to the Trail. In fact, I don’t
know what we would do without you in western Maine. The route would have never gotten very
far in that section in the first instance. However, as you say, we can deal with this matter if and
when we have to face it and I note that you will try to make arrangements for maintenance if
your promotion takes you somewhere else. I doubt, however, if we would find anyone as
interested as you or who would handle the matter so satisfactorily.
I am glad to know that you got as far as Middle Carry Pond and will go on to the Kennebec as
soon as weather conditions permit. I had understood from Mr. Sawyer that the section that
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Reeves was interested in was from Orbeton Stream to Saddleback. Apparently he wants the other
section. Boy Scout maintenance requires careful supervision but if there is an older responsible
person looking after matters, this oftentimes works out very well and I judge that Mr. Reeves is
that type of individual.
I note what you have to say about measuring Little Bigelow and suggest the first of June. I
cannot tell just how I will be situated but I shall be there at the first opportunity. I have
previously stayed out of the Maine woods around that time of the year by choice in order to miss
the fly season. Only last night I was thinking over matters and definitely promising myself to
make this summer that Kibby trip, unless you are transferred before then. So I guess I had better
do these things as soon as possible.
Please keep me informed and unless I hear from you to the contrary, I will know that things are
in the same condition, both as far as you are concerned and the Trail, as they now are.
February 7, 1940. Myron Avery to A. T. Spring, Treasurer, Fred L. Tower Companies, 165
Middle Street, Portland, Maine.
Dear Mr, Spring:
I have received your two letters of February 1st and the copy of the 1940 Arrow-Guide.
1 want to take this opportunity to congratulate you upon the appearance of the publication. You
can judge my interest when I tell you that I am starting to read the entire book from cover to
cover, including the advertisements.
I am stationed at our New York office at the present time and I anticipate an opportunity to see
either you or Mrs. Spring, if you happen to be with the Sportsmen's Show. I will certainly make
inquiry.
As a matter of information, I might say that the containers are not strong enough to prevent
injury to the Guides, for my copy as well as those coming to The Appalachian Trail Conference
were damaged on the ends. I am making this comment, as it may be of help to you in handling
your mailing problems. Perhaps the trouble comes out of sending a Maine product into the rest of
the United States, so that it receives rough handling! In any event, I thought you would want to
know that the books were not standing up in transit. We are very much pleased with the
appearance of the articles on which we worked and it is my understanding that when you are
ready to issue a new edition, you will call upon us for correction and revision.
P.S. The Appalachian Trail Conference has a file of all articles written on the Trail, and if you
would be disposed to have a copy of the Guide or our three articles sent to Miss Violet Morling,
3010 Wisconsin Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C., it would make our collection complete.
February 12, 1940. Arthur T. Spring, Fred L. Tower Companies, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
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Thanks very much for your kind letter of the 7th and I am glad to know you liked the Guide. We
are hearing many nice words about the book which naturally makes us feel pretty good.
I note your remarks about our containers and we will take steps to correct this situation. Thanks
for letting us know about it.
February 13, 1940. Edward W. Connors, Admin. Asst., CCC (NEFE) Work Projects,
Maine, Maine Forest Service, Augusta, Maine, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Reference is made to your letter of the 11th of January and to our proposed projects for the
coming period beginning April 1, 1940.
The comments and suggestions made in your letter of the 11th were discussed with Mr. Rendall,
Forest Commissioner. Our proposed work program requires some side camps to carry on work in
which the Forestry Department is interested, so that there will not be opportunity to do as much
work on the Appalachian Trail as in former years. Mr. Rendall, however, is sympathetic toward
your program and it has been decided to submit a project perhaps to cover removal of down trees
along the Appalachian trail which can be reached by our Bridgton Camp. We believe that you
are acquainted with the CCC Regulations which ordinarily call for work projects to be within
thirty minutes travel time of the camp. Exceptions, however, are made for good reasons and so it
is our idea to ask for the tent camp of such a size as to number of enrollees that both our Boston
Office and Corps Area will be likely to give it as much consideration as the Regulations permit.
{Copy Greene, Sawyer, Attwood, Stubbs}
February 15, 1940. Sam T. Smith, The Smith Homestead, at Hanover, Maine, to
Appalachian Trail Conference [Hand-written]
Gentlemen:
I have recently purchased the property known as Poplar Tavern at North Newry, Maine, and
preparations are underway for a complete renovation ready for summer opening as a hotel and
summer resort. This has been a famous Inn in days gone by and I have every expectation of
making it equally as popular in the future.
My idea in writing you is this,--Poplar Tavern is ideally situated to definitely tie in with the
Appalachian Trail activities. It is at the head of Bear River Valley and at the foot of Grafton
Notch, less than four miles from where the Appalachian Trail crosses highway 26 coming off
Saddleback Mt. and going onto Old Spec Mt. We are surrounded on three sides with six or more
peaks ranging from 3400 feet to better than 4000 feet. Anticipating the splendid tie in with the
Trail and mountain climbing possibilities, I am changing the name from Poplar Tavern to THE
APPALACHIAN HOUSE. I shall have ample accommodations for up to fifty guests. So much
for the commercial end of it.
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I want to tie in in all ways possible with the Appalachian Club or Trail movement, and confess
knowing very little about it except in a general way. I am therefor writing you in this way with
the sincere request that you supply me with all possible information and data that will prove of
help and assistance in furthering the interests of the Club members and guests—and of course
myself.
What are membership requirements and dues?
What folders or publications can I obtain that will best broaden my knowledge and fit into the
picture.
Trusting this will meet with your approval and response.
February 16, 1940. E. G. Amos, Chief, Division of Hazard Reduction, United States
Department of Agriculture, New England Forest Emergency Project, Boston, CCC Plans,
Work Projects, Maine, to Myron Avery
Dear Sir:
Mr. E. W. Conners, of our Maine CCC Office, has transmitted to us copies of his recent
correspondence with you, consisting of your letters of December 19, 1939 and January 11, 1940
with Mr. Conners' letters of January 3 and 13, 1940.
We do not, at this time, feel it advisable to attempt a categorical reply to your letter of January 19
since many of the conclusions and implications therein are based upon obvious
misunderstandings of policies and procedures, both of CCC and of this office. Broadly, however,
we wish to point out that CCC policies based upon law place certain very definite restrictions
upon the type of work which can be done on private land as contrasted with that on Federal or
State land. Furthermore, regulation is strict in regard to maintenance work, especially upon
private lands. Comparison between work on Federal areas and private areas cannot, therefore,
hold water. It is also evident that what we can accomplish with five camps in southern Maine is
vastly different from what we did accomplish when we had more camps which were located in
the vicinity of the work which you desired. It is obviously impossible for us to again go over
your entire trail as you intimate should be done in view of the locations of our present camps.
Restrictions in regard to travel, side camps and maintenance work outside main camp areas will
prevent.
As far as is known, no commitment has ever been given that we would accomplish any stated
amount or type of work. From year to year, projects have been approved for certain definite
items which we believe have been completed insofar as the life of the particular camps involved
would allow. It is not recalled that latrines have been specified by you at lean-tos since had they
been, they would have been constructed at that time. We cannot feel we are under any obligation
to, at this time, go back over parts of the trail remote from our camps to supply facilities which
were not requested when we originally were working in those vicinities.
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The work done, both by the Forest Service and by the CCC in connection with the hurricane
hazard reduction, was carried out under advice from State authorities and to standards acceptable
to them as fire protective measures. To the best of our knowledge, the work done was
satisfactory to the State.
While the Forest Service as a whole and this office in particular are in sympathy with the
Appalachian Trail and anxious to give every assistance possible to its development and
continuance, it is not believed there is any commitment, stated or implied, which would require
the Forest Service or its CCC camps to undertake work on parts of the trail not within its
immediate work areas.
We will be glad to discuss the entire problem with you if you have opportunity to come this way
and suggest you contact either Mr. Clark or the writer if you drop in to see us. In the meanwhile,
in order that we may have a better understanding of the mutual problem, will you be kind enough
to furnish us with a map indicating the location of the parts of the trail on which you desire work
to be done and describe for each location just what is needed. With such information before us
we can be in a position to intelligently consider whether any or all of the work can be undertaken
under the existing CCC policies. Any work we may be able to undertake will, of course, have to
be with the concurrence of the State Forest Commissioner since all our Maine camps are State or
Private land camps set up primarily to accomplish work for his Department.
February 16, 1940. Myron Avery to C. H. Davey, U. S. Geological Survey, Washington, D.C.
Dear Mr. Davey:
In keeping with our conversation I confirm that I have written to Professor W. H. Sawyer, Jr.,
Bates Colleges, Lewiston, Maine, asking him to indicate on the Oquossoc Quadrangle all road
and trail data as well as suggested accommodations and forward this to you. I have also asked
Miss Park of the Trail Conference to forward to you a copy of Guide to the Appalachian Trail in
Maine, with three additional copies of our map of Western Maine. This will be for the use of the
party doing the Oquossoc Quadrangle Survey.
I understand that your Katahdin Iron Works party has the copy of the Guide and the maps of the
Chairback-Barren Range, which I forwarded last summer.
If we can be of any additional help in the latter please feel free to call on me. I would suggest
that it might be of help to have your survey party call on Professor Sawyer at Lewiston.
cc Prof. W.H. Sawyer, Miss Marion Park
(Please send Guide Book and 3 extra maps, Maine Highway 4 to the Maine-N. H. Line)
Stanley B. Attwood, Box 165, Lewiston, Me.
February 17, 1940. R. M. Stocker, Map Editor, The National Survey, Chester, Vermont, to
Myron Avery
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Dear Sir:
Your letters of January 30 and February 7 received with enclosures showing corrections in the
Appalachian Trail for Massachusetts and Connecticut. We are placing this data in our file and
shall make the corrections on the next issue of our maps covering that area.
We thank you for submitting this information to us and shall be pleased to reciprocate at any
time. We expect to publish a map of Maine in the near future and, if possible, we shall be pleased
to send a proof to you for checking the Appalachian Trail.
February 19, 1940. Myron Avery to W. H. Sawyer, Jr., Bates College
Dear Will:
Last week at the Geological Survey I learned that in some mysterious fashion, the State of Maine
authorities had discovered they had some $4,000 and were seeking to have the Geological
Survey, under the arrangement of a number of years ago for doing this work, match these funds
and do some topographical work in the State. The area selected is that west of the Rangeley
Quadrangle and the Appalachian Trail will pass through the southeast corner of this section. The
crews have to go into the field on May 1st as the money has to be expended before July 1st.
I am enclosing with this letter a rough copy of the Oquossoc sheet with its Form lines sketched
from aerial photographs. The surveyor officially in charge of this work has asked me to have put
on this map all roads and trails and, particularly, accommodations. They want to get as much
information as possible as to the roads and trails so as to know how to work the area.
The Survey has been very cooperative with the Conference and I should like to reciprocate by
giving them very complete information, particularly with respect to trails and roads which may
not be immediately on the area, and suggested people to see locally.
Would you send your letter, in duplicate, returning the maps with the data on them, to C. H.
Davey, U.S. Geological Survey. Apparently the road between Rangeley and Wilson's Mills will
not fall on this sheet but you could show it in a general way so that the survey party would be
apprised of the existence of the road in making plans. I hope that this finds you with sufficient
leisure to give the Survey full information.
We will know soon the elevations of Elephant and Old Blue Mountains.
I am still working on the commuting detail. I am sending a copy of this letter to Stanley Attwood
because he is interested in the progress of the topographical work. Incidentally, the work on the
Katahdin Iron Work sheet was not finished last summer in the northwest corner at Silver Lakes
and is to be finished this year and I understand that it is rumored that the Boston [sic] &
Aroostook put up the money for the work.
cc Stanley Attwood
{Philbrick}
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February 20, 1940. Myron Avery to Sam T. Smith, The Smith Homestead, Hanover, Maine
Dear Mr. Smith:
Your letter of February 15, 1940, has been referred to me. We are very pleased that you thought
to write to the Trail Conference in this connection.
There are a number of organizations by the name of “Appalachian" which are sometimes
confused and perhaps it would be well to make clear the status of the Appalachian trail
Conference. This is an association of outing clubs maintaining the Appalachian Trail. The
section of trail between the Andover-B Bill Road and Maine Highway 26 is maintained under the
supervision of the Appalachian trail Conference by the Maine Alpine Club (Stanley B, Attwood,
Lewiston, Maine). West of Old Speck the Appalachian Trail is maintained by the Appalachian
Mountain Club of Boston. This organization is entirely separate and distinct from the
Appalachian Trail Conference.
The Appalachian Trail Conference, through the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, issues a
Guidebook to the entire Appalachian trail in Maine. The last edition, described in the enclosed
prospectus, appeared in 1938. We shall issue a Supplement in 1940 in which we shall refer to the
change with respect to the Popular [sic] Tavern. I am also sending to you a copy of the
publication, the Silver Aisle, which will give you a better outline of the Appalachian Trail
project.
In reply to the last paragraph of your letter, we are enclosing a list of publications of the
Conference. Its membership is composed of maintaining organizations and individuals. There is
a class of membership in the Appalachian Trail Conference known as "Class D Members”. The
Class D members receive the publications issued during the year, which include the guidebooks
in the years in which they appear, together with Appalachian Trailway News. This membership
includes a very excellent opportunity to keep in touch with this recreational development.
We hope that you will keep us advised of the developments in the former Popular Tavern, so that
we may list in the Guide as complete information as possible. The information with respect to
the various accommodations adjacent to the Trail route is included as a part of the description of
the Trail route. This Guide does not carry advertising.
I shall count on the opportunity to call at the new Appalachian House when I am at some time in
western Maine.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and mailed during his absence to avoid delay
February 20, 1940. Myron Avery to A. C. Foster, Patten, Maine
Dear Mr. Foster:
You will probably recall that last fall you drew on our Katahdin map the trails to some of the
outlying regions around Matagamon Lake.
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I believe that we sent to you a copy of Guide to The Appalachian Trail in Maine, which has an
extensive section on the Katahdin region. We are preparing our 1940 Supplement to this Guide
and I should like to be more specific in a reference to your Camps.
In the first instance, I should like to ascertain whether the road to the Camps leaves the Grand
Lake Fire Road before it crosses the most eastern fork of the East Branch or whether one takes
the side road to the dam and then a boat to your Camps. I understand that your Camps are on the
east side of the Penobscot East Branch.
I should like particularly to determine just where the road leaves the Grand Lake Fire Road. You
will recall the parking overlook with the view on the road; this is 23.1 m. from Patten. This road
crosses the east fork of the East Branch at 24.5 m. (l.4 m. beyond the parking overlook).
According to our data and map, just after crossing this most eastern fork, a road to the right leads
1/2 m. to Grand Lake Dam.
We should also like to know the usual number of people you can accommodate and your rates. If
you have camps on any of the outlying ponds, will you also indicate where these are located?
If it is not too much trouble, you could perhaps make a rough sketch of the relationship between
the roads, your camps and the old dam which will enable us to plot it clearly on our maps.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and mailed during his absence to avoid delay.
February 20, 1940. Myron Avery to R. M. Stocker, Map Editor, National Map Survey,
Chester, Vermont.
Dear Mr. Stocker:
I have your letter of February 17th, advising me that you have received the Massachusetts and
Connecticut maps and that you are about to re-issue the Maine map.
We recently corrected The Appalachian Trail route on the forthcoming highway map of the State.
I am wondering if you have access to that. If not, if you have available a print of your last edition,
we should be very glad to correct that for you so as to facilitate the revision of the map.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and mailed during his absence to avoid delay.
February 20, 1940. Myron Avery to McLeod and Call, Little Lyford Pond Camps, Kokadjo,
Maine
Gentlemen:
From your advertisement in the new Arrow Guide. I note that your camps are now reached by
automobile from the extension of the fire-road which ended at the dam at Big Lyford Pond.
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I believe that we sent to you a copy of the 1938 edition of Guide to The Appalachian Trail in
Maine. You probably noted that your camps appear on our White Cap map. We are engaged in
correcting this map and if you could plot on for us the extension of this automobile road and the
private road to your camps, it would be of great help. I am enclosing two copies of the White
Cap map and the Barren-Chairback map. You may wish to exhibit one set at your camps and I
would appreciate your using the other map for the purpose of correction.
Is the Depot Camp where the automobile road ends which is referred to in your letter the camp of
the Seaboard Paper Company on Horseshoe Pond? It would be of much help to us if you could
indicate on the map any other corrections and changes in addition to the routes of the automobile
roads. If you have any distances along these roads, we would be glad to have them also.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and mailed during his absence to avoid delay.
February 20, 1940. Myron Avery to A. D. Boyer, Monson, Maine
Dear Mr, Boyer:
You will recall your correspondence last fall with us with respect to your making the Old Watson
Place available for hikers. Have there been any developments in that connection? We are
preparing the manuscript for a Supplement to the Maine Guide and if you have any definite
arrangements, we would like to include it at this time.
However, the publication will not appear until early in June and it would be possible to include
the references at that time, although it would be a decided convenience to have the data now. I
trust you will bear in mind to let us have full information on the matter.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and mailed during his absence to avoid delay.
February 22, 1940. Stanley B. Attwood to Myron Avery
Friend Myron:
On receipt today of a copy of your letter to Prof. Sawyer relative to the Oquossoc quadrangle I
took it to Mr. Paul L. Bean, 11 Lisbon Street, Lewiston, agent of the Union Water Power CO.
which, by responsibility for control of the flow on the Androscoggin River, has long been
interested in the completion of the Oquossoc triangle and also the other area in that part of the
State as yet unmapped.
Mr. Bean was very busy but suggested that, if I would get the maps from Sawyer and bring them
to his office, Thursday, he thought he could aid materially. I called on Sawyer and he was very
much pleased at the prospect of Bean's assistance. Mr. Bean is thoroughly familiar with
practically this entire area. In former years he has worked with survey parties in western Maine,
he has a camp at Upper Dam, and is in daily touch with many points in the Rangeley area.
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Some time ago he learned this quadrangle had been photographed and he was very anxious to
obtain prints. I do not know by what method he sought them but he was unsuccessful.
I will ask Mr. Bean to sketch on the desired information and to give me information for a
supplementary written report. This will be turned over to Prof. Sawyer who realizes Mr. Davey
would like it as soon as possible.
As for blue paint on the side trail from the warden's cabin to the summit of Old Speck—this has
not been brought before our club formally but will be this Spring. Some members have been over
the route and I hope enough will feel inclined to repaint the route in blue. I have sworn never to
Climb Old Speck again but may have to break my promise.
Copy to Mr. C. H. Davey
February 26, 1940. Myron Avery to E. G. Amos, Chief, Division of Hazard Reduction, New
England Forest Emergency Project, Wendell Phillips Building, Boston, Massachusetts.
Dear Sir:
I have received your letter of February 16, 1940, apparently written by reason of the receipt from
your Maine CCC office of my letter of January 11, 1940, addressed to E. W. Conners. I am not
advised as to whether or not you have a copy of Mr. Conners’ reply of February 13, 1940, to my
letter of January 11th.
The tone of your communication of February 16th is a distinct surprise to me and decidedly at
variance with the previous correspondence over many years between the Trail Conference and
the Forest Service. This is the first occasion when I have been charged with "obvious
misunderstandings of policies and procedures, both in the CCC and of the Forest Service". The
ultimate completion of The Appalachian Trail project is to be credited largely to CCC activity.
Its development into the Appalachian Trailway will be largely due to the same medium. We have
had, during these years, many conferences with the Forest Service and I particularly refer to the
meetings at Marion, Virginia, in February, 1939, and at Amherst, Massachusetts, in March, 1939.
On these occasions the cooperative program, which was there discussed, was necessarily based
in a large measure upon CCC activity. Neither at these meetings nor at any prior occasion was
there any suggestion of "obvious misunderstandings" on my part.
I have delayed replying to your letter until I could obtain from my Washington office a carbon of
my letter of January 11, 1940, to Mr. Conners to determine whether or not I had, inadvertently,
made any statements which might justify your comment. I have reviewed this letter and I am at a
loss to understand any basis upon which your comment could have been premised. I shall
appreciate it if you will point out specifically these "obvious misunderstandings" and I shall be
obliged to you for a betterment of my knowledge of this situation.
Neither, referring to the third paragraph of your letter, do I find anything which justifies your
suggestion that my letter was based upon the supposed existence of some "commitment”. The
various projects, relating to the Trail, to which you stated you did not feel it advisable to attempt
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a categorical reply (which I assume to mean that you do not deem it advisable to deal with
specifically rather than furnish a categorical response as to whether or not such projects will be
undertaken) was set forth as work remaining unaccomplished from previous CCC program in
Maine. I was attempting to make clear that, if the original program and work projects had been
carried through (except hurricane restoration), there would be no occasion now to suggest this
specific work. I did not set forth the fact situation in the sense of a commitment but referred to
the previous situation as an explanation of why this work still remained. I am sure that the
distinction will be appreciated.
As far as any commitment is concerned, there is, of course, the Appalachian Trailway
Agreement, executed between the National Park Service, United States Forest Service and The
Appalachian Trail Conference, under which work of the character outlined in my letter of
January 11, 1940, would be discussed, de novo, apart from any situation of the prior history of
the project in Maine. Although your letter makes no reference to this Agreement, I am sure that
your office must be fully advised as to its terms and certainly in possession of a copy of the
Agreement. If there is any commitment, it is this particular Agreement which is in its essence a
declaration of policy and of cooperation.
The general policy of the Civilian Conservation Corps with respect to The Appalachian Trail was
discussed in detail by the late Director Fechner at our Katahdin Conference. A copy of Director
Fechner's remarks will appear in the next issue of Appalachian Trailway News. My letter of
January 11, 1940, alluded to Mr. Fechner's comments upon what might be "pure maintenance
work”. (My suggestions as to the CCC work in Maine, however, are not of this character, as I
note later.) It is a matter of regret that none of the staff of the New England Forest Emergency
Project were able to attend this meeting, although invited by the Conference. Unquestionably, a
discussion of the situation in Maine would have been conducive of a better understanding.
By reason of changing personnel assignments and the pressure of many important projects, it is
readily understood that the background and history of these matters may be overlooked by your
officials who have the matter in charge and that we, on the other hand, may not be fully aware of
this condition, so that it is very easy in correspondence to engender a distorted or misunderstood
conception. The Appalachian Trail work in Maine was begun in 1935. It has continued each year.
Last year, by reason of the hurricane situation, naturally we refrained from pressing suggestions
for Trail work in order to afford full opportunity for the development of the fire protection
program. The clearing of a portion of The Appalachian Trail in 1939 was merely a part of the
program of removal of the hurricane damage on all old trails and tote-roads in western Maine.
This would account for the failure, perhaps, to do such restoration work of the character which
would be done on a recreational trail. Your office is unquestionably aware that since 1935 new
Trail was constructed by the CCC from Mt. Bigelow to the Maine-New Hampshire line and that
the existing Trail from Katahdin to Mt. Bigelow was standardized as well as the Arnold Trail
constructed. Some twenty odd lean-tos were built during this period. (To relieve the Forest
Service, we have taken advantage of a suggestion of the Assistant Superintendent of Acadia
National Park, made at the Katahdin Conference, that the remaining lean-tos in the gap of some
one hundred miles on the Trail, should be built by a side camp from Acadia National Park.) All
of this work during these four years was done, of course, at considerable distance from the main
camp and was performed by side camps. The work in 1938 was by a small detail from the
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Bridgton Camp operating by truck. I am not aware of any change in the method of handling this
work during the period that it has continued in Maine.
Mr. Conners' letters have intimated a feeling in your office that the Trail work in Maine, as to
which we were suggesting the cooperation of the CCC and the Forest Service, had become, in
your view, a matter of maintenance. My letter of January 11, 1940, to Mr. Conners was to review
the situation and to make clear that this was not the fact and that our problems and existing work
resulted from a failure to complete projects as set up, particularly the method of carrying out this
work and the hurricane damage. This review was in no sense intended to be critical, as I am fully
aware of the difficulties involved. I did point out that, in many cases, the work had gotten under
way late in the year and was done in considerable haste.
The situation as to the necessity of latrines at each lean-to, which your letter discusses, seemed to
me quite obvious. From my familiarity with Forest Service projects, I am at a loss to appreciate
how the approval of the work done during the past four years without this facility, could have
been granted in the first instance. Your letter states that it is not "recalled" that latrines had been
specified by me. I am sure that it will be understood that the Conference has never been able to
specifically outline any work and, in fact, it has only been through the courtesy of your Mr. Clark
that I was permitted to see occasionally at Washington the work plans for various camps so as to
know what work was being contemplated at each camp. It would have seemed as presumptuous
for me to have suggested this facility as to suggest that some sort of a fireplace would be needed
at each lean-to, I felt, therefore, that in order to have these lean-tos a credit to the CCC and the
Forest Service, my suggestion that the latrines had been overlooked and should, be provided,
would be appreciated.
I dealt specifically with the trail clearing from hurricane damage in my letter of January 11th. I
appreciate that these routes in western Maine had all been opened under extreme difficulties.
However, I pointed out, what I think is generally admitted, that the primary purpose last summer
was to open a passable route and not restore the pre-existing trails, (In other words, the work in
1939 is in no way comparable in the White Mountains National Forest.) Last fall I covered this
area in western Maine in order to have a full knowledge of the existing situation. I am not aware,
as your letter suggests, that any inspection was made by the State of the work. I pointed out that,
by reason of the nature of the work, the trees left down in the Trail and hanging over the Trail in
1939, by 1940 there would be a considerable amount of hurricane hazard reduction work and
Trail re-opening work required. Premised upon the necessity of this work, I suggested the
completion of the lean-to program in the providing of the latrines and the completion of the
building work which is deficient in some of the structures. I further suggested that since this
program would require going over the Trail from the Maine-New Hampshire line to the
Kennebec to eliminate the handicaps which we experienced by reason of the hurricane damage
and to provide a full reconstruction, the Trail crew should not be equipped with axes and saws
alone but should be given proper tools to provide an adequate reclearing and cutting out of the
small saplings and brush.
I should like to make clear that our suggestions are in no sense maintenance. The major
suggestion is the restoration of the Trail by elimination of hurricane damage not removed in
1939 and the blowdowns which have occurred subsequent. (There can be no question but what
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the work in 1939 was directed to opening a passable route rather than being a Trail restoration
project.) In one short area your Forest Service Deficiency Camp returned to do a second job and
Mr. Jones told me that he would have liked to have covered the entire Trail, when the other work
was finished, a second time in order to make a complete job of it. The area of the hurricane
damage is from the Maine-New Hampshire line to the Kennebec River. To accomplish this, it
would be necessary for the crews to go over the section affected from the Maine-New Hampshire
line to the Kennebec River. Our maintenance program has been severely handicapped by the fact
that, through the blocking off of the Trail last year, it was not possible to care for the regular
reclearing. This grown-up condition is a result of the hurricane and it would seem to me quite a
natural corollary of the hurricane restoration work to eliminate this difficulty and restore the
Trail by cutting out the saplings and small brush. We should be very glad to furnish tools for this
specific purpose in the form of the long handled pruning shears and weeders.
The third item, the latrines and work on the lean-tos, could be handled by this crew as it went
over the Trail. Except that it might lengthen the time required, there would seem to me no
difference or difficulty in having all three assignments cared for by the crew, which should
complete the hurricane restoration work. I want to say most emphatically that if this hurricane
restoration program is not completed, we shall be faced with an almost insuperable handicap.
In brief, this program, involving these three points, would present a completed trail, carrying to
completion the work which has been undertaken in Maine during the past four years. In view of
the seeming manifestation of a desire of your office to terminate in Maine this cooperative
program, I thought to provide the assurance in this connection by stating that when this work had
been done, we would consider the Trail projects finished and trouble your office no further in
this connection.
I also alluded to the fact that I was somewhat at a loss to appreciate the desire to suspend this
type of activity. The Appalachian Trail work in Maine has brought the Service and the CCC
much commendation, I have heard of no criticism. By reason of the local situation, your fire-road
construction work has certainly been a source of difficulty and persistent comment that the CCC
work in the States is merely a boon to the large landowners who can use these roads in lumber
operations. Under such circumstances, I would have thought an off-setting type of activity would
have been welcomed.
The program which I have referred to of the completion of the hurricane restoration work and the
completion of the lean-to building covers the area between the Maine-New Hampshire line and
the Kennebec River. In keeping with your request, I have prepared and enclose for you a copy of
a map, showing that by reason of the numerous paralleling north and south roads, all the sections
of the Trail can be reached by a walk of not more than five miles from the highway crossings
except in one instance, and that the lean-tos are comparatively close to these roads. You have, of
course, Guide to The Appalachian Trail in Maine which contains all these maps.
In keeping with your suggestion, I shall make arrangements to come to Boston at the earliest
opportunity which I can secure, to discuss the matter with you. I shall write you for a definite
appointment. I trust, however, that my review of the situation, which is unconscionably long,
will tend to a better appreciation of the situation.
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Copy to The Regional Forester,
Mr. E. W. Conners
February 26, 1940. Myron Avery to S. W. Conners, Maine Forest Service 311 Water Street,
Augusta, Maine.
Dear Mr. Conners:
I assume that you have received a copy of the letter of the Forest Service of February 16th to me.
I am enclosing my reply.
I have had some doubt as to the wholehearted attitude of the Boston office toward this Trail work
and I am glad that the situation has come out into the open so that we can have a definite
showdown in the matter. I think my letter makes the situation clear and that a trail crew in
western Maine is necessary to eliminate the hurricane damage, to restore the Trail to standard. In
this connection there would be no reason why the latrine and lean-to work could not be done as
well as the saplings, which have grown up as a result of the blocking off of the Trail by the
hurricane damage, cut out. To that end, I hope that the suggestions with respect to the latrine and
lean-to completion work meet with the approval of yourself and Forest Commissioner Rendall,
so that the question may be squarely put up to the office. Your letter to me of February 13th, to
which I have been delayed in replying, did not make entirely clear as to whether or not the Forest
Commissioner and yourself had included as suggested work the latrine and lean-to matters. I
hope very much that you will be in a position to go along with us with respect to including these
items as a part of the hurricane eradication work. It is thus entirely a distinct matter from
maintenance.
We are very appreciative of the assistance of the Forest Commissioner and yourself.
Copy to Greene, Sawyer, Attwood, Stubbs {With set of maps and highway part divisions}
February, 1940
DISTANCES BETWEEN SECTIONS ALONG APPALACHIAN TRAIL
BETWEEN HIGHWAYS. (REFERENCES ARE TO THIRD EDITION OF
GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE. THIS TABULATION
RELATES ONLY TO THE SECTIONS OF THE TRAIL WHICH REQUIRE
WORK TO COMPLETE THE ELIMINATION OF HURRICANE DAMAGE ETC.
Section No.
(South to North)
(Shown on Highway
Maps)
1 (p. 208)

Length of Section
Between Highways

12.45 m. (This section
is on the Mahoosuc

Boundaries of
Section—Between
Highways from West
to East
Maine Highway 26
and Maine-New

Lean-to on the
Section and Shortest
Distance to Lean-to
from Highway
(Location shown on
strip maps)
3 Lean-tos here built
and maintained by
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2 (p. 213)

3 (p. 216)

Range in White Mtn.
Hampshire Line
National Forest and
on west end is reached
by 3 m. side trail from
Success Pond Road)
7.2 m.
Maine Highway 26 to
Andover-B Hill Road

13.03 m. (heavy
hurricane damage)
10.1 m. (heavy
hurricane damage) –
trees still across leanto

Andover-B Hill Road
to Me. Hwy. 5.
Me. Hwy 5 to Me.
Hwy. 17

5 (p. 223)

8.8 m. (4 m. is truck
road)

Me. Hwy. 17 to Me.
Hwy. 4

6 (p. 226)

16.15 m. (This section
is 12 m. for working
purposes, for after 4
m. trail is within ¼ m.
of Me. Hwy. 4. Heavy
hurricane damage.
12.75 m. (heaviest
hurricane damage)

Me. Hwy. 4 (at
beginning of section
and after 4 m.) to road
along old S. L. R.R.
[sic. Should be
S.R.&R.L.]
Road along S.L.R.R.
to Me. Hwy. 27

8 (p. 235)

16 m. (heavy damage;
trail goes out Little
Bigelow-Dead River
route not used

Me. Hwy. 27 to Me.
Hwy 16—Section is
on Bigelow Mtn.
(M.F.S. tower)
accessible at several
places by side trails.

Arnold Trail
(pp. 287-293)

16 m. This section
was not worked on to
clear hurricane
damage, accessible by
road at several places;
Pierce Pond (3 m.);
Carry Pond, etc.

Me. Hwy. 16 at Dead
River and U. S. Route
201, Kennebec River

4 (p. 220)

7 (p. 231)

Appalachian
Mountain Club—no
work required by
CCC
Grafton Notch ¼ m.
from Me. Hwy. 26
and Frye Brook, ¼ m..
from Andover-B Hill
Road
Squirrel Rock, 3 m.
from Me. Hwy. 17
[sic. Should be “B
Hill Rd.”] and
Elephant Mtn. Leanto, 4.5 m. from Me.
Hwy 17.
Sabbath Day Lean-to,
2.5 m. from Me. Hwy.
17
Piazza Rock, 1 ½ m.
from Me. Hwy 4 at
Sandy river Ponds.
Saddleback Lean-to is
2 m. from S.L.R.R.
Road.
Spaulding Mtn. 4.75
m. from S.L.R.R.
road; Sugarloaf, 2 m.
from Me. Hwy. 27
Horns Pond, 6 m.
from Me. Hwy. 27
and Bigelow Col 2.5
m. from Me. Hwy. 16.

Jerome Brook, 1.5 m.
from Me. Hwy. 27
[Sic. Should be Hwy.
16]
Carry Pond, 4 m. from
road on west side of
Kennebec River
Pierce Pond, 4. from
U.S. Route 211 [201]
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at Caratunk
This list excludes the latrines missing at Hunt Spur (Katahdin), Penobscot West Branch,
Rainbow Lake and Nahmakanta Lake on the section south from Katahdin from 33 m.
The Moxie Mtn. Lean-to is reached from Blanchard.
February 26, 1940. Myron Avery to R. M. Evans, United States Forest Service, Washington,
D.C. CCC (NEFE) PLANS, Work Projects, Maine, S.
Dear Mr. Evans:
I am enclosing a carbon of a letter which relates to a matter in connection with The Appalachian
Trail, which we may have to ask leave to take up with your office. I am afraid that I have formed
the impression that this letter of February 16, 1940, from your Boston Office, to which I am
replying, and their attitude is not up to the usual well-known tact and diplomacy of the Forest
Service which has built up for it such a nation-wide support.
{Personal}
February 28, 1940. W. C. MacLeod, Milo, Maine, to Myron Avery
Dear Sir:
Our camps are now reached by automobile over a private road. From point marked Depot Camp
on map in red ink.
The Seaboard Paper Co., camp at Horseshoe Pond is several miles from the Depot Camp which
you refer to and is not reached by an automobile. They are abandoning this camp, and I
understand they are to be destroyed.
Thanking you for the maps,
February 29, 1940. R. M. Evans, Regional Forester, Eastern Region, United States Forest
Service, Washington, D.C. to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have just reviewed your personal letter of February 26 with enclosure, and I hope sincerely that
any misunderstanding which may have arisen concerning the use of the CCC in completing the
Appalachian Trail in Maine may be worked out to the satisfaction of everyone. I must tell you,
however, that this matter is outside my jurisdiction at present.
I am sure you know that Mr. Silcox set up a separate organization in Boston, responsible directly
to him, to handle the salvage and hazard reduction work in New England following the 1938
hurricane. Because of the part which the CCC camps could and did play in the hazard reduction
work, the administration of the CCC camps in New England was transferred to the Boston Office
where it still remains.
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In the event of failure to compose any difference of opinion locally, you would need to refer the
matter directly to the Chief of the Forest Service, or better yet, to Mr. Fred Morrell who handles
all CCC matters for the Forest Service. Perhaps you know Mr. Morrell who has his office in the
Atlantic Building.
Please accept my personal regards
February 29, 1940. Myron Avery to Everett Greaton, Maine Development Commission
{Me. A.T. File}
Dear Mr. Greaton:
Did you ever receive any information with respect to the whereabouts of the panel on the
Appalachian Trail in Maine which we made for the Maine Building in the World's Fair? We are
making a permanent exhibit for the Trail and as I spent considerable time in preparing the text
for the descriptive material in the two articles on the Appalachian Trail and on the Appalachian
Trail in Maine, I have been endeavoring to save myself the work of duplicating this by trying to
locate the panel and obtain a copy of the text. Unfortunately, our carbons of this were lost.
I thought that I would tell you that there have been some interesting recent developments in sign
making in the use of plywood. This is proven to be practically indestructible as far as the
ordinary vandalism, which is experienced, is concerned. I previously suggested that, when you
get this program under way, it would be most advisable to follow the practice outlined in Mr.
Schmeckebier’s article contained in the A.T.C. Trail Manual which I sent you. This would
produce long-lived signs so as to be worth the effort involved.
I appreciate you are extremely busy and I am reluctant to mention the signs again, as I know you
will reach all of these matters in due course. However, this work will require considerable time
and summer is not so far away and my plans for 1940 will depend to a large degree upon
whether the signs are available. If they are I would want to arrange my vacation to care for their
installation. You will find, I think, that when you get into it that it will take some time to turn out
the signs.
{Copy Park}
February, 1940. MATTERS TO BE CHECKED IN FOURTH EDITION OF MAINE
GUIDEBOOK {Maine A.T. File. Page 3 to be added}
Page (Page references are to the manuscript of the fourth edition)
Inclusion in Preface of statement re methods of use of Guide (attached) or separate slip
for this?
List of Contents: Add First Aid Chapter.
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Foreword: Add First Aid Chapter reference.
IX

List of Maps – check.
List of Maps – Include Katahdin Sketch Map?
List of Maps – Include U.S.G.S. Strip Map – reference to character of Katahdin Map.

4 & 5 First aid references.
5
Lean-to chain.
10
Attwood articles on Maine
11
Inclusion of U.S.G.S. Strip Map—Middle Section.
17
Revise distances on A.T. and check this page with accumulated distances on A.T.
19-20 Revise Lean-to distances.
27
Length of Virginia Section.
29&45 Distance of Trail in Maine – 266 Miles.
66
Comment on absence of supervision over or maintenance of trails at Katahdin.
68-75 Original (1937) road measurements retained. Note following measurements:
Measurement of Greenville-Millinocket Road from Bates Street to York’s Camp Road by
Speedometer of C. H. Warner shows guidebook readings, pages 45, 46 and 48, as high by
1 mile. Revised readings on Warner’s speedometer are:
.3 m.
.6 m.
6.3 m.
8.8 m.
10.9 m.
11.8 m.
13.7 m.
15.3 m.
15.8 m.

Bates Street
Railroad
End Road
Givens
(?) Grant Camp
Grant Brook
Grant brook-second
Pockwockamus
Forks

18.3 m.
19.6 m.
20.7 m.
21.1 m.
21.5 m.
24.8 m.
25. m.
27.2 m.

Forks
Abol
Town Line
Abol
Cut-off
Katahdin Stream
Leave A.T.
York’s Road

*****
Fill in data re road to Foster’s Camps
Reference to length of Wassataquoik South Branch to auto road (6.4 m.)
Fill in elevation of Sentinel Mtn.
(next to bottom line) Distance up Basin and Chimney Ponds Trail of the new route
Ditto
Second paragraph (length of South Branch Trail and place of intersection on Basin and
Chimney Pond Trail.
142
(third edition) State where permit is obtained.
180-2 {References to status and price of Chimney Ponds cabin}
84
86
93
104
105
107

Bibliography: Under Arnold and Avery, fill in page references to 1940 In the Maine Woods.
Index: Put period within parenthesis in the “See” clauses.
*****
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1
2
3
4
5

Harmonize on maps, trail data and signs the pond in Little Wilson region
Bridge over Long Pond and Little Wilson Stream.
Indicate Baxter Park boundary on maps.
Correct Big and Little Boardman on 2 maps.
Goose Eye Trail –Check Attwood for final description.
*****

Page 24
Page 33

Fill in total distance and see that this figure harmonizes with this distance.
Add any work on A.T. done in 1940.

{Bibliography Page 1. Fill in pages of 1940 Supplement references.}
March 2, 1940. E. G. Amos, New England Forest Emergency Project, Boston, Mass., to
Myron Avery
Dear Sir:
Your letter of February 26 is received.
It is still not entirely clear as to exactly what work you desire done on the Appalachian Trail in
Maine or exactly where that work is located. However, it does not appear profitable to proceed
further with correspondence in regard to specific projects or policies in view of your expressed
intention to call at this office at your convenience to discuss the work. At that time we will be
pleased to go into the matter with you in detail in an attempt to iron out any difficulties which
may exist and make arrangements to undertake any work which may be within the scope of our
authority.
We wish to assure you of our continued interest in the Appalachian Trail project but frankly we
feel that there may be very definite difficulties in connection with our undertaking all the work
which you apparently have in mind.
March 4, 1940. Myron Avery to W. C. MacLeod, Macleod and Call, Little Lyford Pond
Camps, Milo, Maine
Dear Mr. MacLeod:
I have received your letter of February 28th returning to me the map on which you have plotted
the automobile road to your Camps.
The information which you have given is very helpful to me. It happens, however, that at about
the same time I received communications with respect to this road on another map. I have
indicated these corrections on the map which you have returned to me and as I am anxious to
have this map absolutely correct, I am troubling you again in the matter. The material contained
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on the other map is indicated by pencil. I should like to ask the following questions to which you
can reply on this letter:
1. Is there a fork leading toward Horseshoe Pond almost as far as Mountain Pond Brook which is
passable by automobile?
2. Does a tote road extend to Horseshoe Pond from Mountain Brook Pond.
3. Are the Camps that you speak of as about to be abandoned those at Horseshoe Pond or the
Depot Camps near Big Lyford Pond Dam?
4. I should like to get your idea as to the following distances:
(a) From the Ripogenus Road to Big Lyford Dam.
(b) From Big Lyford Dam to the Depot Camp (Seaboard?); and the end of the former
automobile road.
(c) From the Depot Camp to the forks, if there is one.
(d) From the Depot Camp to your Camps.
5. Does your automobile road follow the old Pleasant River Tote-road and when was this
improved as an automobile road.
6. How far do you call it from your camps to the head of the Gulf where the blue-blazed trail
comes in from Long Pond at Bear Brook?
I am enclosing an addressed envelope and if you can check over these inquiries and the map, it
will make what we have to say in the Maine Guidebook much more authentic and accurate.
March 5, 1940. Myron Avery to E. G. Amos, Chief, Division of Hazard Reduction, New
England Forest Emergency Project, Wendell Phillips Building, Boston, Massachusetts.
Dear Mr. Amos:
I have your letter of March 2nd.
Apparently this is a matter which may go higher and I feel it somewhat a matter of regret that
your office did not choose to be more specific, in view of your previous comments. I am at a loss
to understand how I could have been more express in my suggestions as to where Trail work was
needed. I thought I covered this matter to the point of repetition. The area is that affected by the
hurricane from the Maine-New Hampshire line to the Kennebec River. My suggestion was that a
Trail crew could cover this section and do the following work:
(a) build latrines and complete lean-tos;
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(b) restore the Trail as far as hurricane damage is concerned;
(c) eliminate the growth which has developed as a result of the disuse of the Trail through
the hurricane.
I find that I shall be in New England the last of this week and first of next week. I cannot state
definitely when I will be in Boston but it will probably be on Monday, at which time I will call
your office. In the event that you do not expect to be available on Friday, Saturday or Monday, I
would appreciate your advising me at New York. My address is
Special Assistant to United States Attorney,
c/o United States Maritime Commission
45 Broadway, New York City
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and mailed during his absence to avoid delay.
March 5, 1940 Myron Avery to Walter Greene
Dear Walter:
I have received your card of March 1st, sent to me at Washington. I have called you on numerous
occasions but as your nurse said you were not feeling particularly well at the time I called, I left
my number and asked that you call me back when you felt like talking to me. As I told you, I am
usually in New York from Tuesday through Friday. The telephone number is Digby 4-7730,
extension 127. When my phone does not answer, the operator refers the calls to District Counsel
Collins, where there is always somebody who will answer the phone and, therefore, if you had
left a message when you called, I could call you back immediately, as this would be a time when
you would particularly like to talk to me.
I will not be in New York except on Wednesday of this week but if you call at any time and I
happen to be out of the office and you are referred to the District Counsel, be sure to leave your
telephone number and a message to call you.
March 6, 1940. Telegram from Myron Avery to E. G. Amos
UNLESS ADVISED MARITIME COMMISSION FORTYFIVE BROADWAY WILL
CALL TEN THURSDAY.
March 7, 1940. E. G. Amos, Boston, to E. W. Connors, Augusta, Maine, re CCC PLANS
Work Projects 15th and 16th Periods, P-66, Maine
Dear Mr. Conners:
Mr. Myron H. Avery was in this office today and discussed with us the details of the work he
desires done on the Appalachian Trail this coming season. We explained to Mr. Avery that
although we were favorably inclined toward work on the Trail and felt it a desirable project there
were certain very definite drawbacks in regard to the work due to the necessity of maintaining a
mobile side camp over the approximately 130 miles of Trail which lies from 50 to 150 miles
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from the nearest camp; namely, P-66. We did, however, assure him that we would take the
matter up further, determine the approximate amount of labor involved, and present the question
of the side camp to HFCA for its consideration. If the State is agreeable and if difficulties in
regard to the side camp can be overcome, we are prepared to go ahead with the work.
In order that we may properly present the case, we ask that you provide us as soon as possible
with a statement indicating whether the State wishes to do this work. While we consider this
work, as previously stated, of a worthwhile type, we realize that the State must consider it in
relation to its entire program and especially in respect to its plans for other side camps from this
camp. In this connection, we have been informed by Mr. Bowen that the Army is anxious to
avoid as far as possible maintaining two or more side camps simultaneously from one main camp.
Also, please provide an estimate of the man days needed to accomplish the job in accordance
with the following outline of work to be done as furnished by Mr. Avery.
The portion of the Trail to be gone over is from the New Hampshire line to the Kennebec River,
a distance of approximately 130 miles. In this length of Trail –
(1) Remove all logs lying on the ground which are eight inches or more in diameter.
(2) Remove all logs across the Trail which are off the ground or hung up overhead.
(3) Cut off protruding ends of logs so that Trail will have clear width of four feet.
(4) Remove brush and small growth from the Trail to that same width.
(5) At each lean-to now constructed (of which we understand there are ten) build a simple
one hole pit latrine in pole or log shelter 3 x 3 or perhaps 4 x 4 with hinged door. (Mr.
Avery will supply later a sketch of what he desires.) These latrines should be placed at
least 250 feet from the lean-tos, preferably screened by intervening growth from the Trail
and with a path cut from lean-to to the latrine. Care must be taken that the latrine be
located where it will not contaminate the water supply for the lean-to.
(6) Repair roofs of existing lean-tos where they are not tight, replace chinking and make
other minor repairs as needed.
In estimating this job you should give consideration to the probable necessity of bringing the
enrollees back to the camp for week-ends and the travel distances involved. In this connection,
we enclose a statement provided by Mr. Avery indicating the points of access to the Trail and the
Trail distances between highways (from 7 to 16 miles) with some notes as to the probable
conditions to be encountered. If the work is undertaken, we can supply you with maps showing
location of lean-tos although it is presumed these are known to at least some of your present
personnel.
A copy of this letter is being sent Mr. Avery as a memorandum of our conversation with him. He
asks that we inform you that he plans to be in Augusta Saturday of this week or Monday of next
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to discuss with you and, if possible, Mr. Rendall the general matters pertaining to his program
and his desire for State cooperation.
March 11, 1940. W. C. MacLeod, MacLeod & Call, Milo, Maine, to Myron Avery
Dear Sir:
I am sorry that the information in my letter was not clear. First let me say, that I should not have
called the red marking on the map an automobile road.
The Seaboard Paper Co., put a camp at Horseshoe Pond two years ago, and they built a kind of a
truck road, from the point marked Depot Camp, into where I have marked a cross on the map.
That is about three miles from Horseshoe Pond. There was times after heavy showers that they
couldn’t go over this road with a truck, having to use tractors. The only car we can get over it
with is a Model A Ford with exceptionally high wheels. There are times when we have to leave
that and resort to a horse and wagon.
Question 1 of your letter. No!
”
2
”
”
”
There is no special tote-road from Mt. Brook Pond
to Horseshoe, but there are hauling roads all through that section, where they lumbered for the
last two years. Unless a person was well acquainted with the section, they might get badly mixed
up.
Question 3. The camps at Horseshoe Pond have been torn down.
Question 4.

(a) About 12 miles. Road very bad.
(b) About an eight of a mile. (Our Depot Camp. Not Seaboard’s)
(c) Four and one half miles, but not an automobile road.
(d) Five and one half miles.

Any further information we can give you please feel free to ask us.
P. S. We overlooked these questions of your letter.
Question 5. Yes! It hasn’t been improved as an automobile road, it is a truck road, and
only passable by a model A Ford as we have already stated in previous question.
Question 6. About two miles and a half.
March 12, 1940. Raymond E. Rendall, Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine, to E. G.
Amos, Chief, Division of Hazard Reduction, N. E. Forest Emergency Project, Wendell
Phillips Building, Boston, Mass.
Dear Mr. Amos:
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Mr. Edward W. Conners, Administrative Assistant of the CCC, has addressed a letter to me
under date of March 8 and enclosed a copy of your letter to him of March 7 in regard to proposed
work on the Appalachian Trail.
Yesterday I had a conference with Mt. Conners and Mr. Avery of the Appalachian Trail
Conference in the above regard. Prior to this time, Mr. Conners and I had discussed the matter
and had come to the conclusion that we would favor the setting up of 150 man hours for
necessary work in removing obstacles from the Trail. Such would be done by the Bridgton
Camp. Our feeling was that this work could be done without the establishment of a side camp.
Inasmuch as we recognize the undesirability on the part of all concerned of establishing side
camps, we felt that further work on the Trail could not be proposed at this time.
Your letter, which was discussed yesterday at our conference, put a different light on this
proposed project. I, of course, will be very glad to favor such a project because of the desirable
advantages in keeping this Trail open, cleanly, and passable. I do not, however, wish to give this
project preference over some of the other side camp projects which have been recommended;
even some which have already been disapproved.
cc Mr. Connors, Mr. Avery
{Copy Greene, Sawyer}
March 12, 1940. R. M. Stocker, Map Editor, The National Survey, Chester, Vermont, to
Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Your letter of February 20th duly received.
We are now revising our map of Maine for the Maine State Highway Department. Enclosed is
the latest print from this map on which are incorporated the corrections in The Appalachian Trail
which were submitted by you last November. If there are any further changes, please mark them
on the enclosed map or some other more detailed map and send them to us at once.
If they are received within ten days, we will be able to include them on the Maine State Highway
Maps 1940-41.
March 14, 1940. Arthur M. Fogg, Portland, Maine to Myron Avery
Dear friend Avery:Your letter written from the Lafayette, in Portland, on March. 10, and addressed to me at 63
Pleasant St., was remailed in due time, and I found it waiting for me when I reached home at
11.00 P.M. March. 12, too late to accept your invitation to lunch that evening. So, I’m afraid the
case is hopeless, unless perhaps you care to have my address tattooed on your arm. I hope you
will do this, as I regret very much missing the opportunity to talk with you again.
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Not knowing which direction you took on leaving Portland, I am sending this letter to
Washington, as I would like you to know that it was not lack of interest on my part that
prevented me from meeting you. I am wondering if you had any special matters that you wanted
to talk over, relating to the Appalachian Trail, or whether it was merely a social meeting.
However, if the former proves to be the case please write, or let me know far enough in advance
of a possible trip to Portland so I may meet you.
I have had a grand winter of skiing this season, at various centers of sport, and have enjoyed it to
the utmost. I do not feel that winter owes me anything more, and I am nearly ready to start
hoofing it over summer trails.
March 15, 1940. Myron Avery to Raymond Rendall, Forest Commissioner, Maine
My dear Mr. Rendall:
I thought that it would be advisable to send back to you a report of my discussion at Boston on
March 13th with Messrs. Amos and Clark.
Your letter seemed entirely to their satisfaction and to advance matters. As to the specific status
of the situation, I understood that the next move will be for Mr. Conners to reply in detail to Mr.
Amos’ letter of March 7, 1940, giving the necessary estimate of the man-days required and
setting up the project. We trust that the project can be sat up in the six points specified in the
letter of March 7th. This, as I understand it, is the regular and customary procedure and as soon as
this is received they will be in a position to take the matter up in the regular course.
The matter of some of the side camp projects which you referred to at Augusta, came up for
discussion and I am inclined to think that the difficulties in this connection will soon be cleared
up. In fact, Mr. Clark stated that the Searsport Storehouse, which I understood to be a project in
which you were greatly interested, had been approved in its amended form and I rather judge that
with respect to the other projects, they can be amended or amplified so as to meet with approval.
I did not gather that the failure to approve these projects in the first instance meant in any way
their final disapproval.
There was some discussion of the second paragraph of your letter which, I thought, probably
meant 150 man-days rather than hour days, and we interpreted this reference to be the time
previously held for trail work, prior to the receipt of the letter of March 7th from the Boston
office rather than an estimate for the work therein specified which would require more time.
Both Messrs. Amos and Clark evidenced a most cooperative attitude and I have a feeling that all
of these matters will, perhaps somewhat modified, receive approval and be accomplished in
regular course.
I took the liberty of telling Mr. Amos that you had expressed the intention of calling on him in
the near future and both he and Mr. Clark expressed a desire to discuss these matters with you in
person.
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So, with the difficulty of no prejudice to your other projects being removed from the picture, it
seems that the next step is for Mr. Conners to set up the project.
I trust that I shall have the pleasure of seeing you again at some time in the not too distant future.
cc Mr. E. W, Conners, 341 Water St., Augusta, Me,
Prof, W, H. Sawyer, Jr. Bates College, Lewiston, Me.
Mr. Walter D. Greene, Pres,, Maine A.T. Club, Edgewater Rest, Bayside, L.I.
Mr.Conners: So that I can keep track of the matter, I should appreciate your letting me know
when the projects go forward and the exact form in which they are set up. This will enable me to
know exactly what is happening. I shall be obliged to you in this connection. M.H.A.
March 15, 1940. Myron Avery to Professor W. H. Sawyer, Jr. Bates College Lewiston,
Maine
Dear Professor Sawyer:
Rendall’s letter did not bear down on the point of prejudice to other projects to the extent that I
had thought that it might. In fact, I think that with a little juggling and adjusting he will get all of
his projects through and this will help our particular interest. You will see where the burden now
rests. It is up to Conners to estimate the man days and fit the program into the work plan. We are
dependent for final results on what he sets up and whether or not he makes it as full and detailed
as the Boston letter of March 7th. Until he gets this under way nothing will happen.
Your comment about not knowing whether or not you really wanted to get the Katahdin
assignment for the BOC boys was a new angle to me. I had appreciated the difficulties but
assumed that you had considered all of these and felt that despite them it would be worthwhile.
One might be saved a great deal of grief and woe by not going into this matter at all but in
commenting on it to you I had assumed that the die was cast. I thought that I had better mention
this now lest you might have misunderstood my comments as thinking that I felt that this was a
golden opportunity. I would not want it on my doorstep but thought that you had felt that it was
worthwhile despite all the tribulations to have it available for the outing club boys as a summer
job.
{Copy Greene}
March 18, 1940. Myron Avery to R. M. Stocker The National Survey Chester, Vermont
Dear Mr. Stocker:
I return the map forwarded with your letter of March 12th. I have indicated corrections by the pen
and red crayon notations. The pencil dots indicate side trails.
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We shall be very pleased to have an opportunity to check over future maps through which the
Appalachian Trail passes, prior to publication.
{Copy Walter}
March 19, 1940. Hon. Franz 0. Burkett Attorney General, State of Maine 415 Congress
Street Portland, Maine
Dear Mr. Burkett:
Having in mind our most interesting conversation on March 8th with respect to Katahdin
conditions, I thought that it would be of interest to you to have available the Katahdin
Bibliography which shows the surprising extent of the Katahdin literature. I think it quite an
extraordinary tribute to the mountain that its literature is probably unequalled by any other single
peak.
I am also sending to you, as the article may have been of less interest when the issue appeared
than it would be now, a copy of the 1939 In the Maine Woods, where I reviewed the history of
Katahdin for the past century. You probably see the Arrow Guide, published by the Fred L.
Tower Companies, and will note the Katahdin material contained therein.
There is one further item which concerns the activities of the American Landscape School of
Artists and Katahdin. This will appear In the Maine Woods for 1940, copy of which will reach
you in due course.
Undoubtedly, you have and will have occasion to hear a great deal of the wanderings of Donn
Fendler and I am having sent to you a copy of the January, 1940 issue of Appalachian Trailway
News in which Fendler's route is discussed. In this connection you will note that, in conjunction
with Mr. Greaton, Executive Secretary of the Maine Development Commission, arrangements
were made at our 1939 Katahdin Conference which should be productive of adequate signing of
the entire Katahdin area. The list of signs which we turned over to Mr. Greaton numbered in
excess of 170. I understand that he expects to have these signs made by the Youth
Administration and I am hoping that no difficulty will develop this spring to prevent carrying the
program to a conclusion, for it will mean that one of the problems at Katahdin--that of
adequately signing the trail junctions, will have been solved. I should expect that this item, when
completed, will be very much to the approval of the Baxter Park authorities.
I am hoping that I shall have an opportunity to discuss with you at some time in the not too
distant future, these matters of mutual interest in connection with Katahdin.
March 20, 1940. Fred S. Best, 115 Brightwood Ave., Westfield, N.J., to Myron Avery
[Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
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This summer, another fellow and myself are to spend two weeks on the Appalachian Trail in
Maine. The reason I’m telling you is because I am totally unfamiliar with the trail in Maine,
except for what I have read recently in the splendid new guide, and I can think of no one more
familiar with the trail in Maine than you.
Along with my A.T. Maine Guide came a reprint of a newspaper article that appeared in the
Lewiston Journal several years ago, describing the Mtns. of Western Maine. It was written by
you, so you must know. Well, I “ate up” the description of Bigelow, Sugarloaf, Saddleback, and
all the other western peaks and have decided that this is the section for us, as we both enjoy
being as far from obvious civilization as is possible.
Right now, the important thing for us is to choose our vacation at a time where the bugs are the
least bothersome. Last year we tramped in the White Mtns. and were badly bothered by black
flies during the week of July 4th. Our places of employment want our respective vacation dates
settled by about three weeks, so I thought it would be a good start to ask you what your idea of
the proper time to spend a vacation in Maine is. We, of course, realize that no time during the
summer is entirely free of insect pests and we are prepared for them. We don’t mind a little cold
as would be expected in late spring or early fall, in fact we would like that much better than
sharing our fun with the bugs!
If you still are working in New York City and could possibly spare some time in an evening for
the sake of our difficulties, we certainly would be grateful. If it is inconvenient for you, we
would surely like to hear your ideas on the proper hiking season in Maine.
If a meeting can be arranged sometime during the week, any evening will be satisfactory, but
Wednesdays would suit us the best. We also intend to do as much of our own cooking as we can,
so you could give us no end of assistance as to what the shelters are like.
Hoping I am not putting you to too much trouble,
March 20, 1940. Myron Avery to Arthur M. Fogg, 63 Pleasant Avenue, Portland, Maine
Dear Mr. Fogg:
If there ever was anything that was a Jonah, it is your address. I was in Portland rather
unexpectedly and I did not have my data as to your place of business. 1 guessed--and it was
wrong as usual. Since I of course do not have my mailing list with me, I am helpless unless, as
you say, I had better have it tattoed on my arm.
I had nothing particularly in mind except the thought of another pleasant meeting with you which
will have to be deferred until I am next in the East. I assume that you received the copies of
Trailway News.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and mailed during his absence to avoid delay.
March 20, 1940. Lawson Reeves, Dryden, Maine, to W. H. Sawyer [Hand-written]
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Dear Professor,
In reply to yours of the 10th inst., concerning work on the Appalachian Trail, I wish to state that
I will be very pleased to take over the section from Saddleback to Sugar Loaf.
I believe it would be best for me to take this over as an individual rather than as the Explorer
scout troop. This would insure greater permanency, would allow me to take along others who are
not registered scouts or scouters and be more agreeable all around.
Since I do not have a guidebook I wish you would give me the location of the shelters on this
section. I do know there is a shelter on the east side of Saddleback. Am I correct in assuming that
this is between Saddleback and Oberton Stream? This distance or location should place another
shelter between Oberton Stream and Sugar Loaf. If there is one, what is the approximate distance
from Oberton Stream to the shelter? What would be the approximate mileage of this section?
We would reach the trail from the foot of Redington Pond, either going in from Phillips by a
back road and hiking about 3 miles or by going up to Eustis and coming down the road-bed of
the old narrow gauge railroad. This makes it much more accessible than would appear from a
road map.
By dividing the crew in two and having one group work one end and the other group the other
end I believe the whole section could be covered in one week-end from Fri. afternoon to Sunday
evening. The side trail over Mt. Abraham could be done at a later trip. I can see no reason for the
C.C.C. boys to help this year on this section.
We will go up as soon as it is warm enough, probably the last of May or the first of June, before
school lets out.
You stated that you could furnish me with the paint and metal markers and I assume that I am to
pay for this. Kindly send me a quart of white paint and 50 markers together with the bill and I
will remit promptly.
I might state that I have had considerable experience and that some of my group have done trail
work for the Alpine Club.
Any information that you can give me will be greatly appreciated.
March 25,1940. W. H. Sawyer, Jr., to Lawson Reeves
Dear Mr. Reeves:
I was pleased to receive your letter of the 20th, and to learn that you can take over the
maintenance of a section of the AT. As Mr. Myron H. Avery knows much more about this
section than I do, I am sending a copy of your letter to him, and he will doubtless give you
suggestions that will prove valuable to you. Mr. Avery is Chairman of the Appalachian Trail
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Conference, which has engineered the construction and maintenance of the whole trail from
Maine to Georgia, and he has personally been over the Saddleback-Sugarloaf link, something I
have not done as yet, although I believe it to be as interesting as any part of the trail in State. If
copies are available, he will doubtless send you the Guidebook and the Trail Manual. Although,
like yourself, I have had considerable woods experience, I have found the latter very useful, for
the A.T. Conference, in order to secure uniformity in the different States and sections, has laid
down definite rules concerning the character of the markings, their distance apart, etc., and these
are clearly set forth in the Manual.
I have enough of the white titanium oxide paint, and also metal markers, that I can furnish them
to you, and as they were sent to me without cost, there will, of course, be no charge to you.
However, for the side trail to Abram you will need blue paint, which perhaps you had best get
locally; the better the grade the more permanent it will be. I will delay sending the paint and
markers, in the hope that either you will be down this way or I will be up to Wilton before you
need it.
I believe your suggestion about being able to go to the foot of Reddington Pond by auto,
following the roadbed of the old railroad, now discontinued, is correct, although it was my
impression that the nearest way was to go to Madrid and then in to Orbeton Stream and up the
railroad, rather than down from Eustis Junction; however, as I have never been there, I do not
know. It should be an easy matter to check on this, anyway.
As I think I mentioned in a previous letter, the Forest Deficiency crew went over your section
last fall and cleared out the worst of the blowdowns. As they were hurried by the approach of
closing time for their camp, they probably did not do as thorough a job as might be desired; this,
together with the fact that the winter storms have doubtless brought down more timber across the
trail, makes it certain that there is still plenty of trail clearing to be done, as well as marking.
How much we can get done by the C.C.C. this summer is, I believe, still uncertain. I think you
will have plenty to do this first season, however, even with their help. Let me hear from you after
you have heard from Mr. Avery.
March 23, 1940. W. H. Sawyer, Jr., to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
What is the latest news regarding CCC work this summer? I thought the report of your visit to
the Boston office sounded very encouraging.
I am enclosing a letter recently received from Lawson Reeves, of whom I have spoken to you,
and a copy of my reply. Although I have met Reeves only once, and then for but a few moments,
my impression of him is that he will do a thorough job. He is, however, a headstrong individual
with a propensity to do things all his way, which is why I wrote him about the Manual. It will
help me a good deal if you can have copies of the Guidebook and Manual sent to him, and give
him some details about the work to be done in the Saddleback--Sugarloaf section. If Reeves can
go as far as Sugarloaf, would it be too much for him to take as far as Bigelow Village? This
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might help solve the problem of what is to be done if Helon Taylor is unable to continue. This
perhaps could be left until Reeves has worked a season and we see what he can do.
I rather expect to go down to Augusta next week: and see Rendall about jobs for two or three of
the boys this summer. Is there anything you would like for me to say (or not say) about, the
C.C.C. work to Rendall or Connors?
March 25, 1940. Myron Avery to Robert G, Stubbs, Forest Supervisor, Hallowell, Maine.
Dear Stubbs:
This letter will be a reminder that you were going to try and get copies of the new highway maps
of western Maine.
If you could get a set, covering Maine Highway 4 to the New Hampshire Line, I will try to paste
them together to use as a net map for the Guidebook. If you can get two sets, I would plot the
trail on them and have one of them returned to the Highway Department.
If you can have this done and sent to me at New York, I will return them to you promptly.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and mailed during his absence to avoid delay.
March 25, 1940. Myron Avery to Raymond Randall Forest Commissioner Augusta, Maine
Dear Mr. Rendall:
Having in mind our discussion of conditions at Katahdin on March 11th at Augusta, I thought
that it would be of interest to you to have available the Katahdin Bibliography which shows the
surprising extent of the Katahdin literature. I think it quite an extraordinary tribute to the
mountain that its literature is probably unequalled by any other single peak.
I am also sending to you, as the article may have been of less interest when the issue appeared
than it would be now, a copy of the 1939 In the Maine Woods where I reviewed the history of
Katahdin for the past century.
You probably see the Arrow Guide, published by the Fred L. Tower Companies, and will note
the Katahdin material contained therein.
There is one further item which concerns the activities of the American Landscape School of
Artists and Katahdin. This will appear in In the Maine Woods for 1940, a copy of which will
reach you in due course.
Undoubtedly, you have and will have occasion to hear a great deal of the wanderings of Donn
Fendler and I am having sent to you a copy of the January, 1940 issue of the Appalachian
Trailway News in which Fendler’s route is discussed. In this connection you will note that, in
conjunction with Mr. Greaton, Executive Secretary of the Maine Development Commission,
arrangements were made at our 1939 Katahdin Conference which should be productive of
adequate signing of the entire Katahdin area. The list of signs which we turned over to Mr.
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Greaton numbered in excess of 170. I understand that he expects to have these signs made by the
Youth Administration and I am hoping that no difficulty will develop this spring to prevent
carrying the program to a conclusion, for it will mean that one of the problems at Katahdin--that
of adequately signing the trail junctions, will have been solved. I should expect that this item,
when it is completed, will be very much to the approval of the Baxter Park authorities.
I am hoping that at some time in the near future we shall be able to issue a large two-color map
of the Katahdin region which will make the map of that region, contained in the 3rd edition of
Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine, which you have, much more useable. Our difficulty in
the matter is the lack of a draftsman to work on the available materials.
I trust that I shall have in the not too distant future an opportunity to discuss again with you these
matters of mutual interest.
cc Everett F. Greaton, Exec. Secretary, Maine Development Commission
Prof. W. H. Sawyer, Jr. Bates College, Lewiston, Maine
Miss Marion Park, 901 Onion Trust Bldg. Washington, D.C.
March 26, 1940. Myron Avery to W. R. Hamlin, Secretary, New England Trail Conference,
60 Fearing Street, Amherst, Massachusetts.
Dear Mr. Hamlin:
I have received your letter of March 21st.
Miss Stephenson showed me John Vondell’s summary of the meeting. It sounded most
interesting and adds to my regret at being unable to be present. It was one of those unavoidable
last minute things.
I am, as you have requested, repeating briefly what I said as to Trail conditions in Maine. (This
in my capacity as Supervisor of Trails, M.A.T.C.)
The Appalachian Trail in western Maine, like the White Mountains in New Hampshire,
experienced considerable damage by reason of the 1938 New England hurricane. Damage was
particularly severe in the heavy mature black growth. This problem was vigorously handled by
those responsible for the A.T. in the State and the entire route from the Maine-New Hampshire
Line to the east end of Mt. Bigelow was re-opened during the summer of 1939 by a CCC side
camp and crews from the Forest Service Deficiency Camp at Andover. The last hurricane
eradication work was in late October on the Sugarloaf-Spaulding Mtn. section which was
severely damaged.
Inspection of the work shows the entire Trail to be now open and passable and no one should be
deterred from traveling the A.T. in western Maine by reason of any thought that the hurricane
damage will cause any difficulty. (This should be emphasized by reason of the circulation in
March, 1940, of a mimeograph report that the Trail in western Maine would not be re-opened for
three years; this report was sent out by an individual, totally unconnected with the A.T.
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Conference or any constituent Club, on his own responsibility and was in regrettable total
ignorance of the situation and the restoration work already accomplished.)
During 1939 considerable re-marking of the Trail in western Maine was accomplished and the
maintaining organizations have initiated plans for 1940 to completely repaint the entire section.
Of course, while the Trail is re-opened, it will be appreciated that it will be many years before
the surroundings of the Trail can reassume the pre-hurricane appearance and condition.
The section of Appalachian Trail from Katahdin to the Kennebec River (except the fire-damaged
section on Moxie Bald Mtn.) is in its best condition since the opening of the Trail. It was all recleared in 1939 and from Katahdin to Yoke Ponds was repainted in August, 1939, after the
Katahdin Conference.
The Maine Appalachian Trail Club officials are negotiating with the State and Federal Forest
Service for further CCC work from the Maine-New Hampshire Line to the Kennebec River in
1940 for improvement of the Trail and further elimination of hurricane damage as well as for
lean-to work along this section of the Trail.
Arrangements are under way to take advantage of the proposal of the Assistant Superintendent of
Acadia National Park, made at the Katahdin Conference, for the building of the eight or ten leantos necessary to complete the lean-to chain in Maine. From Moxie Bald Mtn. to the Maine-New
Hampshire Line, this chain has been completed with eighteen structures.
A lantern slide collection of colored slides on the Trail in Maine is being built up; the collection
now numbers over 200.
Further answering your inquiries, you will note that the Guidebook states that the lean-tos on the
Trail in Maine are public campsites and hence exempt from the provisions of the Guides’ Law.
We think it preferable to have mail for the Maine Appalachian Trail Club sent to 901 Union
Trust Building, Washington, D.C., although letters sent to Augusta are forwarded to the proper
party. Perhaps you had better use the Augusta address in your Bulletin for the organization, and
my own address, if you refer to me personally.
P.S. Will you please send to A. E. Peterson, 5400 - 41st Street, N.W,, Washington D.C.,
Chairman, Shelters Committee, P.A.T,C, the address of Roy Buchanan who spoke of the new
mattress material for shelters. M.H.A.
March 28, 1940. Edward W. Connors, Administrative Assistant, CCC (NEFE), Augusta,
Maine. PLANS Work Projects, Camp P-66, 15th and 16th Periods, Maine to Director, New
England Forest Emergency Office, 115 Chauncey Street, Boston, Massachusetts
Dear Sir:
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Reference is made to Mt. Amos’ letter of the 7th regarding the proposed Appalachian Trail work
as mentioned by Mr. Avery and which has been discussed with Mr. Avery by Mr. Rendall,
Forest Commissioner, and the undersigned.
After consultation with Mr. Brooks, Superintendent, and Mr. Hicks, Foreman, who is acquainted
with the Appalachian Trail section, and considering the six points of work mentioned in Mt.
Amos’ letter, we have come to the conclusion that a total of approximately 500 man days will be
required as follows:
Clearing trail
Latrines
Shelters
Total

220 man days
160 man days
120 man days
500 man days

Approximately 8 enrollees would ordinarily be engaged in this work but in order to avoid a
formal request from the Army for a side camp, it is thought that a crew of five enrollees and one
truck with driver, totaling six enrollees, working under the supervision of Foreman Hicks, could
carry on the job satisfactorily. This truck would be assigned to the job and would be making
frequent trips to and from the camp. It will be necessary to park the truck at odd places along the
highway at the nearest approach to the Trail. The enrollees will pack their own supplies and
bedding but will use the Appalachian Trail shelters now constructed as night shelter.
The proposed work project was discussed this morning with Mr. Rendall and it is our
understanding that he is writing your office concerning it.
cc: Mr. Rendall, Mr. Avery
March 29, 1940. Raymond E. Rendall, Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine, to Myron
Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have today written to The Director of the N. E. Forest Emergency office in Boston and referred
to Mr. Connor’s letter of March 28, a copy of which you have received.
I have indicated to the Director that I am in favor of an Appalachian Trail project along the line
of Mr. Conner’s letter, increasing the man days to 500 rather than 150 which I had originally
suggested. As I have repeatedly said, I am glad to do this as long as it is not at the expense of
other side camps which are to conduct projects that we have already asked for and are anxious to
set up.
March 29, 1940. Everett Greaton to Myron Avery
Dear Mr, Avery:
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We are going to New York very soon to take out what we have left in the State of Maine
Building.
I have asked the men to look out for your panel and see that it is returned to you.
March, 1940 [Undated]. Rev. Albert D. Boyer, 1319 34 Ave. North, St. Petersburg, Florida,
to Myron Avery [Difficult hand-writing]
Dear Mr. Avery:
Your letter of Feb. 20 rec’d. and had to be remailed to me here and that is the reason why you
did not receive a reply sooner. Am spending the vacation down here enjoying the Florida
sunshine for the present as we to have had quite a severe winter damaging the citrus crops but
now we are having real Florida weather. In answer to your inquiry concerning the Watson Place,
I will have it completed by the time the vacationers start for Maine. I intend to be able to
accommodate between 25 and 30 people at a time for as you probably know Monson is in the
heart of the hunting and fishing country and are situated so as to be able to take people to
Greenville on Moosehead Lake. Also Shirley where there are numerous lakes and ponds where
trout abound. I also have two small camps at Sewall and Big Notch Ponds in the heart of the
woods a beautiful sport place for anyone who likes to fly fish and hunt. The Watson Place is to
be called “The Dreamwold on the Trail.” I intend to have a canoe and an outboard motor on
Monson pond also if possible one on Spectacle Pond as there will be a trail from the camp to the
pond.
Now as to the main building, there’s a nice kitchen, setting rooms also reading room and a large
dining room. Large screened in porch. The living room has a large stone fireplace and is [?] as
comfortable as any camp anywhere. The lighting is to be old fashioned hanging lamps to add to
the atmosphere of camp life. The best of drinking water from a bubbling spring close by. The
sleeping quarters is to be a log camp close by a brook that comes from a spring on top of the
mountain. I believe the place will live up to its name.
The rates as I said before will be as reasonable as one can find in any place of this kind for old
Jack is to make a living and no more. Whatever the usual rate is I’ll try and abide by. In
Southwest Harbor on Mt. Desert Island it is $17.50 per week, and have to furnish their own
bedding, tho I shall not ask that of anyone the camp is to be furnished. I am to apply for a guide
license as one well acquainted with that part of the country.
I believe I have given all details and if I’ve omitted anything that you would like to have please
write and I’ll gladly reply. Now as a favor would you please have another blank sent me as I
would like to join the club it was sent me sometime ago but was misplaced or lost seems it was
referenced to some source other branch of the conference. I will be here in Florida till the middle
of May then my address will be Monson Me.
April 1, 1940. Myron Avery to Everett F, Greaton, Executive Secretary, Maine
Development Commission, Augusta, Maine.
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Dear Mr. Greaton:
Thank you very much for your letter of March 29th, advising that you have given instructions to
have the panel on The Appalachian Trail in Maine sent to me when the material is being taken
out of the State of Maine Building this month. As I am only in Washington occasionally, if you
could give directions to have this panel sent to Frank Hayden, c/o Leary Brothers, 1612 U Street,
N.W., Washington, D.C., it would be a great convenience.
I very much appreciate your bearing this matter in mind.
Copy to Mr. Hayden
April 1, 1940. Myron Avery to Raymond E. Rendall, Forest Commissioner, Augusta.,
Maine.
Dear Mr. Rendall:
I have your letter of March 29, 1940, advising me that you have indicated to the Director that
you were in favor of increasing the work on the Trail project to 500 man days.
Your cooperation in this matter is very much appreciated by all of us. I am hoping that this
project will materialize as it is of very considerable importance to us.
Copy to Mr. Sawyer, {Greene}
April 2, 1940. Myron Avery to Lawson Reeves, Box 62, Drydcn, Maine.
Dear Mr. Reeves:
Professor Sawyer has forwarded to me your letter of March 29, 1940, addressed to him, and a
copy of his reply of March 30, suggesting that I write you in detail as to the situation with respect
to the maintenance of the section of Trail in western Maine which you are assuming.
We are delighted to have you join the official family of maintaining organizations in western
Maine. We are sending to you under separate cover copy of The Silver Aisle and Guide to The
Appalachian Trail in Maine and Supplement. The Appalachian Trail Manual is being reprinted.
Page proof should be available within a few days and we will send you a copy of that and the
final Manual when it is issued. We are enclosing copies of the one-page instructions to Trail
workers which is an abbreviated resume of the directions in the Trail Manual.
You will also receive as a sponsor of Trail in western Maine copies of Appalachian Trailway
News which appears three times a year. I am having sent to you the back issues.
As Professor Sawyer stresses, while a woodsman can mark a trail, we have a standard and
definite practice on The Appalachian Trail which we are most anxious to adhere to. Undoubtedly
from an inspection of the Trail you will catch on to the marking system, but I think it will be
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most helpful if you could arrange the first time you go over the area to have Professor Sawyer or
Mr. Taylor present to point out the various points of the marking system. It would undoubtedly
save learning many things from sad experience, as the rest of us have, or attempting certain
variations from the practice which do not work out well.
The section between Bigelow Village and Orbeton Stream was originally painted by Game
Warden Taylor. It suffered very severely in the hurricane. By reason of the fallen and cut trees, I
imagine the Trail markers are now at irregular intervals and too far apart, so that the whole
section needs repainting at appropriate distances. The Trail painting between Orbeton Stream
and Mt. Saddleback was done by the CCC in 1937. It was fair work as far as the paint was
concerned but the marking on the above timber line section of Saddleback will require quite
extensive improvement. This is the section where cairns should be built. These have to be rather
conspicuous, strongly made and it should be borne in mind that when they are needed, it will be
in fog conditions when they will have to be rather close together. In clear weather the route will
be unmistakable anyway. I rather think that the major amount of work in your section will be
required east of the fire tower on the above timber line section. The Bates College Outing Club
improved the above timber line west of the firetower by building more cairns last year and I
think this has been sufficiently covered. As it is out of your territory, I was referring to it as an
example of cairn building so you can see what the problem is.
As far as lean-tos are concerned, you will note from the Guidebook that there is a lean-to on the
north slope of Sugarloaf, one on the south slope of Spaulding and one on Saddleback Junior, so
there are three structures between Bigelow Village and Mt. Saddleback.
Game Warden Taylor intimated that he would be entirely pleased to have you take over the
maintenance of the section between Bigelow Village and Orbeton Stream. Primarily we wanted
cared for the unassigned section between Orbeton Stream and Saddleback. Perhaps the best way
to leave this would be far you to look over the section between Orbeton Stream and Saddleback
and determine whether you thought you could take the other twelve miles. It is a magnificent
stretch, or was before the hurricane. If you found that you wanted this additional area, I imagine
that Mr. Taylor would be very glad to have you look after it as it would afford him more time for
Mt. Bigelow and the section between Bigelow and the Kennebec River which is a little hard for
him to reach. I am sending a copy of this letter to Mr. Taylor, so that you can get in touch with
him and discuss the maintenance between Bigelow and Orbeton Stream but for present and the
initial experiment, we will consider your area between Orbeton Stream and Saddleback.
I want to urge most strongly that you arrange with Mr. Sawyer or Mr. Taylor to go with you on
your initial trip. If our paint blazing system is properly carried out, it is a very satisfactory and
attractive-appearing method of trail marking. It can be made, however, quite the reverse and we
are quite anxious to keep the Trail in Maine at high standard.
As Professor Sawyer wrote, the Trail in western Maine suffered materially from the hurricane of
1938. It was recleared from the Maine-New Hampshire Line to the Carry Ponds by a CCC crew
and a Forest Service Deficiency Camp crew last summer. However, during the year much
hurricane-weakened timber will have come down and in addition, since the work of last year was
to make the route passable, there are many logs overhead and under foot which should be cut out.
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In addition, more work is required on the lean-tos and latrines should be provided at these
structures.
Professor Sawyer may have said that he and I went to Augusta to discuss the matter with the
State Forest Service officials, after we had obtained the approval of the Boston Office of the
Forest Service to this four point program. There are a great many difficulties and we do not know
yet whether we will be able to get a CCC crew to go over the trail between the Kennebec and the
Maine-New Hampshire Line to eliminate remaining hurricane damage, restore the Trail, repair
lean-tos and build latrines. If this should go across, it will greatly improve the Trail in that area.
To that end we are urging the maintaining organizations to concentrate on a thorough re-marking
of the route, particularly replacing marking that is now missing by reason of the timber cut out in
the hurricane elimination work.
This would have some bearing on your work but I would suggest that you begin by a thorough
re-marking and if for some unfortunate reason the CCC program does not materialize, work
along the clearing line could be then dealt with.
I note from your letter to Professor Sawyer that you prefer to take this assignment as an
individual rather than as an Explorer Scout. I can see the advantages as you outline them in that
arrangement.
I hope that you will make a point of keeping us in touch with the developments. I expect to be in
western Maine some time this summer to recheck and remeasure this section for the Guidebook.
I will advise you when I am about to make the trip and I hope very much that you will be able to
accompany me.
I am enclosing the form of report which we use on sections of the Trail. These are sent to Mr. 0.
0. Heard, Vice-Chairman in Charge of Trail Reports for The Appalachian Trail Conference, 3940 Lowndes Avenue, Baltimore, Maryland. I am sending Mr. Heard a copy of this letter so that
on his records he will carry you as maintaining the section between Orbeton Stream and
Saddleback. If, by virtue of arrangements between yourself and Mr. Taylor, you take over the
maintenance of the Trail from Bigelow Village and Orbeton Stream, Mr. Heard should be so
advised.
The project for the side trail to Mt. Abraham is rather an ambitious undertaking. It is, of course,
desirable to have the main Trail thoroughly in shape before this is undertaken. If on looking over
the Trail you decide to go through with this, I wish you would let me know. I might be able to
time my trip so as to be able to measure it and obtain the data for the Guidebook and maps on my
trip. I should rather think that there is probably so much work involved that you would not find it
possible to do this this season. Of course, Mt. Abraham can be reached from the south by the fire
warden’s route up Rapid River.
If there is any point which I have not made clear, I hope you will not fail to let me know. As a
resident of the State of Maine, the Trail in western Maine is of very much interest to me and I try
to keep in close touch with the situation there.
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Wishing you the best success in your new undertaking and trusting that I shall have the pleasure
of your acquaintance in the not too distant future, I am…
Copy to Mr. Sawyer, Mr. Taylor, Mr. Warner, Mr. Stubbs, Mr. Philbrick (Directors of the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club), Mr. Heard, Mr. Greene
April 3, 1940. Myron Avery to Harry Davis, Monson, Maine.
Dear Mr. Davis:
I assume that you have kept my letters with respect to the needed work on the Trail in Maine and
at the end of a couple of months or so it will be possible to have the section gone over as per our
arrangement as far as Moxie Bald, giving specific attention to the points that I have enumerated.
We are very anxious to have these cleared up and I hope that they will not be overlooked this
year.
We are getting our paint orders together and I would expect to use some between Bodfish Farm
and Troutdale this summer. If we order large enough consignments, we can save the freight and I
am wondering if it would be convenient to you to permit us to have shipped in your care at
Monson a consignment of twelve gallons and if these could be stored and used by us next year at
our convenience. I don’t want this request to seem any sort of imposition but it would save
considerable trouble and expense if we could send this stuff to Monson and I thought that you
probably had certain storage space for Forest Service equipment and we could use that. If,
however, it will be any inconvenience, do not hesitate to tell me.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and mailed during his absence to avoid delay.
April 4, 1940. Myron Avery to E. G. Amos, Chief, Division of Hazard, N. E. Forest
Emergency Project, Wendell Phillips Building, 115 Chauncy Street, Boston, Mass.
Dear Mr. Amos:
I regret that I have been delayed in forwarding earlier the sketch and plans for a type of latrine
for use in connection with Appalachian Trail Lean-tos in Maine. I enclose it herewith. If you find
that it is not sufficiently specific or wish more copies (Photostats) made by us, if you will return
the sketch, we will be governed accordingly.
We received a copy of Mr. Rendall’s letter to you, stating his approval of the work based on an
understanding that 500 man days would be required.
It would seem, therefore, that the Army approval is the remaining hurdle to the accomplishment
of this project. We shall appreciate learning how matters progress on that score.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and mailed during his absence to avoid delay.
Copy to Conners, Sawyer, Greene
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April 6, 1940. Myron Avery, Overseer of Trails, To the Maine Appalachian Trail Club
Officials and Maintaining Organizations:
With the view of passing on to the Maine Appalachian Trail Club information as to matters of
Trail work in progress, I am enclosing copies of the following letters:
Letter from E. G. Amos, Chief, Division of Hazard Reduction, to E. W. Conners, dated March
7, 1940.
Letter from Raymond E. Rendall, Forest Commissioner, to E. G. Amos, dated March 12, 1940.
Letter from E, W. Conners, Administrative Assistant, CCC, Augusta, Maine, to Director, New
England Forest Emergency Office, dated March 28, 1940.
Letter from Raymond E. Rendall, Forest Commissioner, to Myron H.
Avery, dated March 29, 1940.
These are all self-explanatory. There are still further problems before the project materializes,
such as the approval of the Army for this side camp. Any one of these hurdles may throw us out
of this race. It will be appreciated that the matter is still in a formulative state and any premature
publicity would be inadvisable. In due course, if the matter reaches the solution we are working
for, the Maine Appalachian Trail Club Director of Publicity will announce the matter. I thought
it desirable, however, to advise the Club of what we are attempting as to Trail work in western
Maine.
A little later we will take up again the matter of Acadia Assistant Superintendent, B. L. Hadley's
plan, to finish the lean-to chain in eastern Maine.
We are working on a permanent exhibit for the Maine Appalachian Trail--a panel which will be
fully explanatory of the Trail in the State.
April 9, 1940. Lawson Reeves to Myron Avery [Hand-written]
Dear M. Avery:
I wish to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 2nd inst. and also of the guide book. Thank
you. I note that you stated you were enclosing a trail report form. You must have overlooked this
as it was not enclosed.
I will be pleased to be responsible for maintaining the section from Oberton Stream to the
Lookout Tower on Saddleback Mt. and I can see no reason why my group could not handle the
section from Oberton Stream to Bigelow Village too (Highway 27). This would make a total
distance of about 20 miles. However, I agree that the Oberton-Saddleback section should be in
first class condition before anything further is attempted and then only on Mr. Helon Taylor’s
approval. The area which Dr. Sawyer suggested was from Saddleback to Sugarloaf.
I am writing Mr. Taylor today. I shall be more than pleased to have him accompany me on my
first trip, as you suggested. However, my free time, except Friday afternoons, Saturdays, and
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Sundays are rather uncertain and unexpected. Therefore, it might be hard for Mr. Taylor to
arrange his work for my convenience at short notice.
I have been over the trail from Saddleback to Frye Brook and am familiar with the trail methods
and markings.
It is more than likely that I will go up as soon as weather conditions permit. There is a foot of
snow on the ground now. We had a small snow storm today. The lakes are still icebound and it
freezes quite hard nearly every night. It warms up here after May first.
It is more than likely that I can join you on the trail for at least a week-end when you are in
Western Maine next summer.
{Copy Greene, Sawyer, Stubbs, Warner, Taylor, Philbrick, Attwood, Stephenson}
{Note by M. H. Avery to Helon Taylor: Be sure to let us know after seeing what work Mr.
Reeves can do, if you allocate Bigelow Village to Orbeton Stream to him.}
April 11, 1940. Myron Avery to Everett F. Greaton, Executive Secretary, Maine
Development Commission, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Mr. Greaton:
I rather expect to be in Maine in late April and I thought I would ask you if there would be any
advantage in my trying to arrange my itinerary to stop at Augusta to discuss the sign matter with
you. It is quite a list and if the work is to be done, it will need to get under way, I think.
We will send you in two weeks two copies of the revised Trail Manual which contains the full
information as to how this work should be done to get maximum results. I am prompted to speak
of this again by reason of the fact that some signs made for Connecticut by the N.Y.A. turned out
very badly through not following directions.
If you have issued any new editions of your booklets, I shall appreciate receiving them.
You are to be much complimented upon the movies you took at the Katahdin Conference. I saw
them at New York. Mr. Boardman’s reels turned out very well too. In all, we have now some 217
Kodachrome slides for Katahdin and Maine.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and mailed during his absence to avoid delay.
EASTERN STATES MOUNTAIN CLUB
ANNUAL DINNER AND BUSINESS MEETING
DATE: - April 12, 1940 (Friday)
PLACE: - COLUMBIA HOTEL, PORTLAND, MAINE, (Venetian Room)
TIME:' - 6:30 P.M.
COST:- - $1.00 per person

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1940 – Compiled by David Field – Page

59

GENERAL INFORMATION:
Members are privileged to bring guests of either sex to this dinner. Following previous custom,
ladies are welcome. Informal dress is expected. Please consider this notice a personal invitation.
Partly because we have been unable to locate an available speaker, or movies relating to
mountain-climbing, we are not offering any special entertainment. This will enable us to reduce
expense to a minimum, and the party will be entirely informal.
The evening will be devoted to business meeting, discussion of summer program, and general
exchange of experiences. George LaBorde will give an account of climbing Mt. Whyte in the
Canadian Rockies. Group singing if the crowd is in the mood for it.
If you have any pictures, books, or miscellaneous articles relating to mountain-climbing, which
you think would be of interest, please bring them. Snapshots of previous trips are always
interesting.
We shall be glad to have your suggestions for the improvement of the club and its activities.
Outside of our climbing trips, this is our only meeting of the year. Come and meet the fellows,
and renew acquaintances.
IMPORTANT:
We are not selling tickets in advance, and money will be collected at the dinner, BUT, it is very
necessary that we KNOW in advance how many are coming. Please use the enclosed card, and
mail it promptly. It will only take a minute to fill it out. We have addressed it for your
convenience.
Committee:

Arthur M. Fogg,
George P. LaBorde,
Joseph T. Small
Harold W, Yeaton,
Walter T. Randall.

April 13, 1940. Robert Stubbs to Myron Avery [Hand-written]
Dear Avery:I believe that my understanding was that the trail from Pierce Pond to Dead River P. O. was to be
discontinued. This would leave the old lean-to at Cold Stream an “orphan”. I have it in mind
move the lean-to to some other location. We can get in here with a truck to move it.
April 17, 1940. Dan Estabrook, c/o Iver Johnson Sporting Goods Co., Inc., 155 Washington
Str., Boston, Mass. to Myron H. Avery, Lubec, Maine
Dear Sir:
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We are contemplating a four days fishing excursion from Boston starting, conditions permitting,
on or about May 30th. There will probably be about two hundred sportsmen included in this
party and they will make their headquarters on a Bangor & Aroostook railroad train on the siding
at Eagle Lake.
We will need approximately a hundred guides and canoes to handle these men. Your name has
been given to us by Mr. George Stobie as being available as a guide in the vicinity of Eagle Lake
and we wonder if you would be interested in acting as a guide at this gathering. We are unable to
accommodate the guides in the train on account of lack of space, so it is our plan to have all the
guides bring their own equipment and make camp as near the railroad siding as possible. Also, to
find their own food. The wages will be seven dollars a day and there will be six days work, this
to include the canoe and your own equipment landed at Eagle Lake. If it is necessary for you to
transport your outfit by rail, the Bangor & Aroostook will make special round-trip rates for this
occasion, which will not exceed three dollars even from as far as Bangor.
Will you kindly reply by return mail and advise us whether or not you will be available at the
time mentioned, and if you have or can get the equipment necessary? Also, can you play any
musical instrument which you can bring with you? In order to have everything ready in time for
the arrival of the train, you will leave on Monday for Eagle Lake and plan to stay there until
Sunday. We will advise you when and where to report to the chief guide in charge.
April 18, 1910. Myron Avery to W. A. Hamilton, State Highway Department, Augusta,
Maine.
My dear Mr. Hamilton:
You will recall, from time to time, our past correspondence with respect to the route of the
Appalachian Trail on your highway map and in our Guide to The Appalachian Trail in Maine.
Hitherto we have not included in this Guide the section of Maine maps for which U.S.G.S. sheets
are available. This, however, is not entirely satisfactory for the route of The Appalachian Trail
did not appear on all these maps. To remedy this deficiency, we plan to include in the fourth
edition a map for this area. With our facilities, the best method of handling this problem appears
to be to indicate the Trail route on U.S.G.S. sheets, paste them together, so as to make a strip
map and reproduce the strip by photo-offset process. If the major highways are included, the
result is a fairly satisfactory product for our purposes. I enclose a copy of the maps for
Massachusetts and Connecticut as they appear in Guide to The Appalachian Trail in New
England.
Our problem lies in correctly delineating highways and roads in the strip portion of the combined
maps. We have marked out what we intend to reproduce.
I wonder if it would be too much of an imposition to ask you to draw in, for the indicated strip
section, the major roads in about the same weight as the enclosed copies and give them numbers
where they have them. We would like to use this designation:
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Maine Highway 42
U. S. Route 201
to be consistent with established usage.
if you can attend to this request, we shall be greatly obliged.
Copy to Mr. Stubbs, Mr. Sawyer, Mr. Greene
April 18th, 1940. Arthur T. Spring, Fred L. Tower Companies, Portland, Maine, to Myron
Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Thanks ever so much for sending me the April Bulletin of the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club.
I greatly appreciate the space that you gave the ARROW GUIDE. We are getting some good
distribution, considering the season of the year, and I am hopeful that as the season advances this
will improve.
Everyone in this neck of the woods seems to be looking forward to a good season, providing that
we get a break in the weather. There is certainly plenty of ice on the lakes. I think Sebago has
about thirty inches.
April 19, 1940. E. G. Amos, Chief, Division of Hazard Reduction, New England Forest
Emergency Project, Boston, Mass., to Myron avery
Dear Sir:
Receipt of your letter of April 4 is acknowledged. Our reply was delayed pending further
information from the Forest Commissioner of Maine.
We understand that you have received a copy of Mr. Conners' letter of March 28 in which he
states the job you desire on the Appalachian Trail will necessitate the use of 500 man days and
that the work as proposed would take from June 1 to the latter part of October. There are already
approved at the Bridgton camp two side camps, one of which will operate during the first two
weeks in June and the other for the months of June and July. These camps are desired by the
Forest Commissioner in preference to any other side camps which have been proposed. The
Army definitely will not approve more than two side camps simultaneously from a main camp.
They do not like to operate even two simultaneously except for very urgent reasons. It would not,
therefore, be possible to start work on your project until the latter part of June in any event, even
if the necessary side camp would be approved.
As previously explained the work on the trail involves procedures and action not common nor
considered to be in accordance with the fundamental conceptions of CCC work policies.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1940 – Compiled by David Field – Page

62

Specifically it involves the operation of a crew distant from the main camp from 50 to 150 miles
in a moving side camp and with little accommodation or facilities comparable to those ordinarily
furnished. It is also obvious that in case of accident or sickness the men would be far removed
from adequate medical attention as furnished by the Corps.
We have sought advice from the Washington Office in regard to the work you propose and have
been advised that while it is proper to provide assistance of the Corps for trailway projects the
decision to undertake such work should be governed by the same factors and considerations
which control the undertaking of any work the Corps is authorized to perform. Since the work
necessitates arrangements which are out of line with normal procedures for accomplishing
regular work programs, it appears that we are not justified in undertaking it.
It is with sincere regret that we arrive at this decision since we are in general in agreement that
the project itself is an excellent one. Were our camps so located that we could reach the work
within the limits of normal practice, we would not hesitate to undertake it.
Since you have previously referred to the agreement between the Trail Conference and the Forest
Service and Park Service, it is felt that we should point out that the agreement in question is
limited to action "insofar as consistent with their established policies" and refers several times to
"areas under their separate jurisdictions." It is nowhere suggested or intimated that any agency
will undertake work on areas far removed from their existing facilities. We do not honestly
believe that the Forest Service or the CCC is in any way committed to undertake work lying
from 50 to 150 miles from its nearest camp.
This matter has been given careful consideration in an attempt to properly decide the policy that
should be followed. The decision arrived at is apparently the only one which we can make under
the circumstances as they now exist. It is hoped that you will realize that it is the result of
necessity of abiding by established policies and not personal preference that leads us to our
conclusion.
April 20, 1940. Myron Avery to Robert Stubbs
Dear Stubbs:
You were right about the Cold Stream Lean-to. It is now an orphan. I had not, however,
volunteered any suggestion for its use elsewhere by reason of the fact that the chain from the
Kennebec River to the Maine-New Hampshire Line has been adequately covered and there is no
need for any other structure in this section. If we could get it hauled across the Kennebec,
particularly if we could get it put on Sandy Stream on the east side of Pleasant Pond Mountain, it
would eliminate the existing gap between Moxie Pond and the Kennebec. What thoughts do you
have? Perhaps either you, Helon Taylor, or Sawyer, to whom I am sending a copy of this letter,
will have some idea as to where it should go. Obviously, as you suggest, we should try to make
some practical use of it, but unless a site east of the Kennebec is available, I was at a loss to
know what to do with it.
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I am glad you brought up the matter. I hope that you will be able to get those maps of western
Maine from the Highway Department so that we can get the trail route plotted on them, apart
from using a set as a new base map from the Maine-New Hampshire Line to Maine Highway 4
in western Maine. Incidentally, I was told at the Geological Survey that there was a chance that
the Old Speck Quadrangle map may be worked on this summer.
In addition to the 215 Kodachrome lantern slides developed this summer from the Katahdin
Conference, of which 150 make a very fine showing of Katahdin, the Conference and the Trail
east of the Kennebec, we are going to have available shortly something which I think will be of
outstanding value. We have just completed a colored motion picture reel of Trail cutting. It is
intended to show all that one should know about trail work--the good practices and the bad
practices. It is to be liberally titled so as to be a complete explanation in itself. It is really a visual
Trail Manual. I have seen the final results (apart from the titling) and it is going to be very much
worth while. I hope when these are available, we can get the reel shown to all trail groups in
Maine and I am counting on being able to do this during 1940.
I am sending copies of this letter to various people to save correspondence, as some of the items
will be of interest to all concerned.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and mailed during his absence to avoid delay.
Copy to Greene, Taylor, Warner, Sawyer, Attwood, Reeves, Fogg
April 22, 1940. Walter B. Hamilton, Map Draftsman, State Highway Commission, Augusta,
Maine, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
If you will furnish me with U.S.G.S. sheets through which the Appalachian Trail occurs, either in
the form of a strip map or separate sheets with the Appalachian Trail marked thereon, I will
gladly indicate major roads with their proper designations as per your request of April 18, 1940.
April 23, 1940. Myron Avery to E. G. Amos, Chief, Division of Hazard, N. E. Forest
Emergency Project, Boston, Mass.
Dear Mr. Amos:
Has the Maine Appalachian trail work project, as outlined in the correspondence, been submitted
to the Army, so that we may know whether it is over the final hurdle?
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and mailed during his absence to avoid delay.
April 23, 1940. Myron Avery to E. G. Amos, Esq., Chief, Division of Hazard Reduction,
U.S. Forest Service, Wendell Phillips Building, Boston, Mass.
Dear Sir:
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Your letter of April 19th, 1940 has been forwarded to me at New York.
This letter is a very distinct surprise to me. I am totally at a loss to appreciate what has transpired
in the interval to produce this result--most unfortunate to us. I do not wish to seem to deny to you
the right to reverse your policy--as your letter most clearly does--but I left Boston after my two
visits with the impression that if the project failed to materialize, that it would not be due to the
lack of approval by your office. If you will look at your letter to Commissioner Rendall,
following my first visit, I am sure that you must agree that any such feeling was warranted on my
part. When I then went to Maine the immediate matter was an initiation of the project by the
Maine Forest Commissioner. You have that.
Do you not recall asking me to understand that, if the project was turned down by the Army (a
difficulty which we fully understood) that you wanted to be sure that we would not feel that you
failed to do whatever could be properly done to obtain Army approval. I assured you that your
statement that you had made full effort would be entirely sufficient in the event of that
contingency.
It is very hard indeed to reconcile the previous situation with a letter from your office
disapproving the project. It is difficult to understand why now your office should repeat these
arguments. They have been gone into exhaustively. My earlier letters, which I wish you would
again examine, explained that this involved no new project. It is a matter of completing work
previously undertaken and eliminating hurricane damage. Had those projects been fully carried
out, we would not be here asking for this final relief. Were it a new untried project I could
understand why these points should be made. Such matters as writing Washington, to inquire if
what had been done before was in order, impress as a search for argument to bolster the position
desired. The purpose of arguing the meaning of the Trailway agreement is suggestive.
I am sure that you appreciate that this is a matter of vital concern to us. We never asked or would
we ask that this work be placed ahead of work desired by the Maine Forest Commissioner. We
would be content to have it start July 1st and August 1st if necessary to get side camp approval.
We only ask that the work be finished so that we may no longer have to trouble you with these
matters.
I hope very much that, on reconsideration, you can agree to permit the matter to go forward on
such a basis rather than having the Maine work rest uncompleted on the basis of disapproval by
your office.
Although I regret to incur the expense and loss of time, in order to make sure that the matter does
not rest on some misunderstanding or some personal equation, I should be willing to be in
Boston on April 27th to discuss this matter. Can you write me to the address below by return
mail?
Very truly yours,
Myron H. Avery,
U,S.Maritime Commission,
45 Broadway, New York City, N.Y.
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April 23, 1940. E. G. Amos to Myron Avery
Dear Sir:
Your letter of April 23 is received.
We realize that our letter of April 19 might have appeared to indicate a change of heart on our
part in regard to the Appalachian Trail work. This is actually not the case since as we told you in
that letter we feel that the work itself is basically sound and of a type which we would like to
undertake were we in a position to do so. Our final decision was based on the fact, first, that the
Forest Commissioner of Maine has definitely indicated that he has other work involving side
camps which is of higher priority to him than the Appalachian Trail program, and second, that
the number of man days involved is higher than we originally expected, therefore, either
increasing the number of men which would be assigned to the job or increasing the length of life
of the side camp necessary to accomplish it. As explained in our earlier letter, we find that your
work would be directly in competition for side camp approval with work which the Forest
Commissioner more greatly desires, and we do not feel justified, therefore, in asking the Army to
approve a side camp setup which we already know is not in accordance with general policies of
CCC or of First Corps Area. We believe that we have consistently expressed to you the thought
that approval of the side camp setup was doubtful at best and later developments have made it
appear that it is impossible. We again wish to reiterate that the work itself is entirely of an
acceptable nature but the inherent difficulty in the problem is the fact that the trail lies from 50 to
150 miles distant from our nearest camp and therefore entirely outside the scope of normal camp
operation.
We will, of course, be glad to see you if you come to Boston on the 27th, but we can assure you
that our decision does not rest on the basis of misunderstanding of the situation in general.
April 24, 1940. Robert G. Stubbs, Maine Forest Service, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
At last I have secured copies of those maps as compiled by the Highway Planning Board.
2 copies each, central and northern Oxford
1 copy, southern and central Franklin
1 copy, S. W. Piscataquis
4 sheets, south ½ of Somerset
There seems to be quite a lot of extraneous matter on these maps in the shape of figures and
symbols. These should be painted out with the use of white ink before making any reproduction
of the maps.
I was in northern Somerset yesterday, and the snow was still quite deep in the woods. We had a
heavy snow storm Monday so you see winter is still with us.
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April 24, 1940. Jasper Haynes, Buck Horn Camps, On Indian Township Number Four
Middle Jo Mary Lake, to Myron Avery [Hand-written]
Dear Sir:
I now have camps at Middle Jo Mary and Upper Jo Mary Lake also Leavitt Pond Cooper Pond at
the Katahdin view Camp Ground and right under the south ridge of Jo Mary Mt. at Johnson Pond
a beautiful pond.
All of the above places have trails and I would be glad to help connect them up to your system of
AT trails. I could make you a suitable bridge across Cooper Brook at your trail crossing above
Cooper Pond.
There could be a trail made to K. I. Works via Beeme or the Trestle.
April 25, 1940. W. H. Sawyer, Bates College, to Myron Avery [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
Am returning Amos’ letter and your reply. Disappointing, I would say, but not hopeless. I would
judge that the matter might end in a compromise, with the C.C.C. starting the work in
midsummer, later than we wish, but better than not at all. Am cheering for your side, and if there
is anything I can do at this end thru Rendall, let me know.
April 26, 1940. Myron Avery to Mr. Rook, Washington Planograph Company, 1220 North
Capitol St., Washington, D.C.
Dear Mr. Rook:
From our various inquiries you know that we are preparing to reprint Guide to Paths in the Blue
Ridge and the Maine Guidebook. These will require at least 1500 copies of numerous maps. You
will recall the agreement whereby you people preserved in your custody the negatives for the
Maine Guidebook.
As I have transferred to New York and am in Washington only at infrequent intervals I wish at
this time to bring the negatives for the Maine maps up to date. I shall be in town quite often the
next two months and I want to dispose of these matters now. I have sent you under separate
cover the maps involved with the corrections very plainly indicated. I wish to ask if you will
study them and have some ideas for discussion when I am in town on May 3rd. You will realize
that we cannot pay you the high rate charged for correction when we printed these maps before.
Then, too, we have had occasion to complain about the final costs being in excess of the bids so
that it is imperative that we work out some cheap solution of these corrections.
Will you please see what can be done and hold the maps.
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April 20, 1940. Myron Avery to E. W. Connors, Esq., CCC, Augusta, Maine
Dear Mr. Connors:
This will supplement my note to you of April 27th from Boston. I learned there that Mr. Amos’
letter of April l9th or rather a copy of it had gone forward to you. In the event that that letter has
come to the attention of Commissioner Rendall I shall appreciate your bringing this letter and the
enclosure to his attention so that he may know our views.
The upshot of my discussion with Mr. Amos (Mr. Clark was not present) was that he would hold
the matter open and discuss it with you people on his visit around May 13th.
I told Mr. Amos that if this were a new project that we would not be presenting it. It was
however a matter of completing work which had been underway since 1935. We only asked that
the work be finished. In its present uncompleted state it was hardly a credit to the Forest Service
and to the CCC. In fact except for various occurrences it was all work that would have been done
quite some time ago, when it was scheduled. We had no thought that it would interfere in any
way with projects desired by the Commissioner. When these were finished this work could be
taken up. The important thing was to schedule it and finish it. As far as the mechanics of the
work are concerned, it would be accomplished in the identical way--with the same foreman--as
in 1938. If the work was not proper now then for the past four years all the work done on the
Trail was improper and unauthorized.
Mr. Amos seems anxious to work out some method of completing this work and in view of the
definite attitude of agreement expressed in his earlier letter I hope that some solution may be
apparent.
I am to hear from him after his visit to Maine. In the meantime I shall let the matter rest.
I have ended my six months’ commuting detail by being transferred permanently to New York
and my immediate concern is finding a place to live up here.
April 29, 1940. Myron Avery to W. H. Sawyer, Bates College
Dear Will:
I was glad to have your advise before I went to Boston.
I don't feel quite so discouraged. The enclosed will explain the basis on which I set up the work.
I am at a loss to know what produced the change from Amos' first letter. I hope I made some
impression. At any rate the matter is re-opened. I think Amos will try to get it done. As you say
even if we don’t get it underway immediately we may get it set up so that it can be carried thru. I
hope to see some work done mid-summer. The Jefferson Camp is to be shifted. Its location is to
be determined at this Conference. If it got into that area it would be a way out.
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If you should see Rendall you might leave the same thought with him. We are reasonable. But
the Service ought to finish the work undertaken. The estimate for Lean-to repair indicates our
point of uncompleted work. You may deem it advisable to write or talk to him.
What news on your Katahdin plans? With Baxter in Japan and the Attorney General hunting out
those good Maine crooks, there will probably be little thought for Katahdin.
I hope to use the Memorial Day holiday in Maine. Perhaps go to Bigelow and Dead River or
even to Saddleback. Do you have any time then that you could steal off for a day if I should
travel that way.
When your Scout meeting comes off I think that reel on Trail cutting would go over big. It will
be ready in a month or so.
Please remember me to Mrs. Sawyer.
April 30, 1940. Celluloid Corporation, Newark, N. J. to Myron Avery, 2035 Rosemount
Ave., NW, Washington, D.C.
Acknowledgement of Order to be shipped on or before May 10 by cheapest way collect.
Terms PD 1.78 BAL NET 30 2/10
2
1

thickness 7 ¼ Color L818
Clear trimmed 40 x 30
thickness 7 ¼ Color L818
Clear trimmed 40 x 50

Finish AE

1st Class

Finish AE

1st Class

LUMARITH PLUS 25% SURCHARGE
BILL IN TRIPLICATE

$.912 per sheet NET
{2 plus 25 [?]}
1.53 per sheet NET
{2.28}
{13 pp}
{.05 }
{2.46 [???]}

May 2, 1940. Tracy F. Caldwell, 166 East 66th Street, New York, New York, to Myron
Avery, Esq., Appalachian Trail Conference, 901 Union Trust Building, Washington, D. C.
Dear Mr. Avery:
I wonder if you can clear up for me the question of when and where in Maine it is all right to
make a fire?
I have only hiked part of the Appalachian Trail in Maine, and on the remaining part foresee the
need of camping in a tent. Have you compiled any list
(1) of places along the whole Maine Appalachian Trail where a non-resident camper with
a tent may build a fire without a guide? and
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(2) of those "lean-tos”, not officially public camp-sites, where a fire can or cannot be
built without a guide?
Those places, where it is necessary to have a guide, are out of the question; the cost would make
the trip prohibitive. It appears only non-residents of Maine need to hire a guide to build a fire -this seems to amount to some sort of racket, but, be that as it may, I am anxious to learn what I
can do legally. It isn't all clear to me now at all. If you will be so kind as to advise me in this
respect, I shall greatly appreciate your taking the trouble.
May 3, 1940. Myron Avery to Leon Potter, The Antlers Camps, Millinocket, Maine.
Dear Leon:
You may think that you knew Leon Potter pretty well but you are, I think, going to be somewhat
surprised to find what a first-class Hollywood prospect he is. In a little while the Antlers Camp
will be closing out and one Mr. Potter will be on the west coast. You should see the results of the
movies and slides as well as still pictures of the poling demonstration that you put on during the
three days that we were there last summer. I have been trying for some time to get some of the
stills to send them to you. I would like for you to see the movies and the Kodachrome slides but
unless we could look at them at Millinocket where we have power, it is quite a problem. It is
something that I will bear in mind the next time I am up, for I think that you would get quite a
kick out of the things.
Incidentally, what has happened up around Cooper Pond? I have a letter from Jasper Haynes who
says that he has a camp on Cooper Pond at the Katahdin View Campground. I suppose this
means the site of the camp that was burned. Also, he wants to put “a suitable bridge across
Cooper Brook". I suppose if he wants to do it, one should tell him to go ahead and then see what
the next spring freshet does.
1 have been working in New York for the past six months and just recently have been
permanently transferred there. I shall have to get in touch with Mr. Greenhalgh some time soon.
When you get around to it, drop me a line and tell me the news. With best regards to yourself and
Mrs. Potter.
May 3, 1940. Myron Avery to Jasper Haynes, Buck Horn Camps, Norcross, Maine.
Dear Mr. Haines:
1 have your letter of April 24th and I am very much interested in what you write. Your camp at
Cooper Pond must have been built late last year, for our party on the Appalachian trail
Conference trip which climbed Joe Mary did not report the presence of the camp. This country
around Joe Mary is a very remarkable region. We have tried to feature it in the Guidebook and
maps. I am enclosing two copies of our Katahdin to East Branch of Pleasant River map and I
would appreciate your indicating the location of your camp at Cooper Pond and at Johnson Pond,
together with any new trails.
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I am wondering if you have a copy of the third edition of our Guide to The Appalachian Trail in
Maine. If not, please advise me and I will have a copy forwarded to you. When we issue the next
edition, we will want to refer to your camps and trail system. The camp at Cooper Pond would be
particularly useful to the people who want to climb Joe Mary. As conditions were before, the
matter of Climbing Joe Mary was somewhat of a problem, as it made a long trip from Joe Mary
to Yoke Ponds with the climb of the mountain.
How do you reach your camp at Cooper Pond? Do you use the blue-blazed side trail going to the
pond or do you come from the dam?
We have not had much luck with the bridge across Cooper Brook. The one built by the CCC
washed out. It certainly would be a great help to have one across there, as when the water is high,
it is a very difficult matter to get to the other side. If your people going into Cooper Pond use this
trail at all, you would probably want to have some sort of crossing for the use of your guests.
I shall appreciate hearing from you with respect to these matters and particularly the map
correction. The next time I am in the Joe Mary locality, I shall certainly make a point of dropping
in to see you.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and mailed during his absence to avoid delay.
May 3, 1940. Myron Avery to Walter B. Hamilton, Map Draftsman, Maine Highway
Department, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Mr. Hamilton:
I have been delayed in replying to your letter of April 22nd. We very much appreciate your most
courteous offer of assistance in plotting the highways on the sections of the topographic maps
that we shall use in the next edition of the Maine Guide. I anticipate that the topographic sheets
will be ready in about two weeks and I shall forward them to you at that time. We will designate
on the maps the section we intend to reproduce so as to reduce to a minimum the area on which
the highways should be plotted.
There are two additional matters in connection with this Guidebook which I should like to
discuss with you. I believe that you have the Guide available so that my references will be clear.
You will note that the first map in the Guide was a reproduction of the State Highway Map on
which we plotted the Trail route. This map was the 1935 revision and you may recall that you
supplied to us a large blueprint on which we plotted the Trail route and then reproduced the map
by the planograph process. While we should like to save expense by using the plate available for
this map from the third, edition, we shall apparently have to make a new map because of the road
changes and developments. To that end I am inquiring if you could send to me at the United
States Maritime Commission, 45 Broadway, New York City, a similar blueprint which we could
use for this map in the fourth edition. I assume that you know what I am referring to as the
blueprint; if there is any doubt as to what I have in mind, I can send you the original of the 1935
edition from which this map was made.
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I should also appreciate your advising me if the present edition will be revised within the next
year. We want, of course, to use the latest edition.
The second point of inquiry relates to the various section maps being prepared by the Highway
Department. Mr. Stubbs has sent to me a copy of some of these maps and it was my intention to
plot on these maps the details of the Trail, lean-tos, etc., and return one set to you. I hope that it
will be possible to incorporate such additional material as we can furnish into these maps.
I will also appreciate your advising me when these maps will appear in final form and the
manner in which they will be issued or available, if at all.
You will note that our map of Maine Highway 4 to the Maine-New Hampshire Line is extremely
crude. It was my thought that if your county maps incorporated the Trail data which I would
furnish, after they are revised they might serve as a base for substitute map of the Trail in
western Maine. We shall be very much obliged to you for your courtesy in this connection.
Copy to Mr. Stubbs Mr. Sawyer Mr. Greene
May 3, 1940. Myron Avery to Tracy F. Caldwell, Esq., 166 East 66th St., New York City,
My dear Mr. Caldwell:
I have your letter of May 2, 1940.
I do not quite understand why there should be any doubt in your mind as to the situation in view
of the specificness of the Maine Guide. Of course you would not be attempting the A.T. in Maine
without it.
As I am in New York I should prefer to discuss these matters rather than try to write in any detail.
I shall he glad to see you if you wish to go into the matters but I suggest that you first review the
Guide material so that you will understand the fundamentals of the situation--if you are not
already versed in the matter. I suggest you call me at Digby 4-7730 Extension 127 and we can
make a mutually convenient appointment.
I shall however have to ask if this is your personal inquiry or if it is a stalking horse for another
inquirant. Certain totally unauthorized correspondence as to the Maine fire laws has had a
distinctly prejudicial effect upon the cooperation the Conference should have received in Maine.
You, I am sure, will not take exception to my desire to avoid supplying material, unwittingly, for
the development of further difficulties.
May 6, 1940. Harry Davis, Monson, Maine, to Myron Avery
Dear Sir-Regarding your recent letter I will say that I have all your former letters on hand and also that I
have given the trail considerable study.
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Your advise as to that part of the trail that needs attention is all 0. K. as far as the needs go and I
will do all possible to put these sections in the best shape we can with the funds available and
will do all I can myself with no charge.
As to the paint that you wish to send up here it will be all right to ship it along and I will take
care of it here.
I have plenty of storage space and there will be no charge for this service, send along anything
you wish to store and make this a central point from which you can get the materials to go out to
all points in reasonable reach from here.
You will always find me ready to cooperate in every way I can.
May 8, 1940. Myron Avery to Ralph Sterling, Caratunk, Maine
Dear Mr. Sterling:
Some time ago I mailed to myself in your care a package of paint. Due to various conditions I
have not had an opportunity to get up to make use of it. I may have a chance over Memorial Day,
if not then in August. I thought I would ask if the package was still around or if it had gotten lost
in the shuffle. Is it at Caratunk? I want it there rather than at Pierce Pond. If Helen Taylor calls
for it it will be in order to let him have it.
I would appreciate it if you could tell me how I can get to Caratunk by bus or train via Portland.
Seems to me to be rather hard to get into.
May 9, 1940. Celluloid Corporation, Newark, New Jersey, to Potomac Appalachian Trail
Club, Att: Myron Avery
Gentlemen:
In accordance with your letter of May 3rd, in making shipment of your order #8804 scheduled for
payment May 10th, we will do so on the basis of pre-paying transportation and charging to
invoice.
Attached is acknowledgement copy of the order which we are returning for your records.
May 9, 1940. Myron Avery to Washington Planograph Company, 1220 North Capitol
Street, Washington, D.C.
Gentlemen:
Will you kindly return to me the maps which I sent your Mr. Rook to illustrate the corrections
required on the negatives used in GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE. I
should have appreciated receiving a written quotation for the estimated work.
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I suggest that you review the correspondence which constitutes the arrangement for printing the
Maine Guidebook and the maps. I should like to know if you will forward the negatives (not the
glass) to me at New York so that we may have the corrections made, as the costs quoted by you
are entirely beyond what we are able to expend in the matter.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and mailed during his absence to avoid delay.
May 10, 1940. Myron Avery to Helon Taylor, Eustis, Maine.
Dear Helon:
I have been giving some thought to whether I should try to get into Maine over the Memorial
Day holiday. I would like to re-measure the Trail on Bigelow so as to get out the Supplement to
the Maine Guide. However, I am wondering if things might not be rather unsatisfactory there
with the flies at that time of the year, so that perhaps I had better go south.
I am greatly concerned about the section from the Kennebec to Pierce Pond. I believe, as I wrote
you, it was incorrectly marked some years ago and I sent to Sterling some white paint and black
paint. I have written Mr. Sterling to give you the paint at Caratunk, if you ever ask for it. I don’t
suppose you have had any chance to get into that area at all. What was going through my mind
was the possibility of bringing in the black and the white paint and repainting that section. Then
we could go on to the Ledge House perhaps the next day. When you get this letter, you might let
me know how matters stand. My plans are indefinite, as I have written, and I am undecided
whether to do a job in the south or whether to do this job in Maine.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and mailed during his absence to avoid delay.
Copy to Mr. Sawyer, Mr. Stubbs
May 10, 1910. Myron Avery to Everett F. Greaton, Executive Secretary, Maine
Development Commission, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Mr, Greaton:
Some time previously you wrote me that the Maine material at the World’s Fair was being taken
away and that the panel which we furnished on The Appalachian Trail would be sent to me. I
asked at that time that it be sent to Mr. Frank Hayden, 1412 U Street, N.W., Washington, D.C.
Mr. Hayden has just told me that he has not received this panel and has urgent need for it, as he
is preparing an exhibit on The Appalachian Trail. A feature of this will be a large diorama
centered around a lean-to and trail scene. We have in mind adapting one side of the panel so that
it can be used for a Maine exhibit by featuring Maine material only on that arm of the panel. To
this end it is very important that we should have the panel used at the World’s Fair exhibit so that
we can duplicate the material.
I dislike very much to have to add to your burdens but it would be a very great help if you could
look into the matter and see that the panel gets to Mr. Hayden.
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I was sorry that I did not have an opportunity to get in touch with you when I was recently in
Maine, as I had expected. Some time I want to show you the slides taken at Katahdin.
Have you had any recent word from the Forest Commissioner as to whether or not the signs for
Katahdin were to be made by the CCC Camp as you wrote me some time ago?
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and mailed during his absence to avoid delay.
May 12, 1940, Jasper Haynes, Buck Horn Camps, to Myron Avery [Hand-written]
Dear Sir:Glad to hear from you. Would like a copy of your 3rd Guide to A.T. T. in Maine.
Camp at Cooper made last Dec. We have canoe at Ledges N.W. of dam about 1/3 mile (Very
pretty spot with holes or caves in rocks.) cross Cooper Pond by canoe.
I will make you a temporary crossing about 100 yds. above your trail on Cooper Brook to Jo
Mary Mt. at no cost to you.
If you want a good bridge would have to make some charge,
A much shorter trail to B. Pond could be made via Cooper and Johnson Ponds. One would also
take in the top of Jo Mary Mt. and go down west and south end to Johnson Pond.
I probably know this district as a whole better than anyone having guided and trapped here 26
years and my father before me.
I use logging bridge about 1 ½ miles south east of Cooper Pond on Cooper Brook then South to
Cooper Brook near my home camp where I have a foot bridge over brook.
Also have a small shack on Twitchell Brook near Pemadumcook; it would be a short job to make
trail from there to Jo Mary Stream where I just put in a telephone line from my camp.
There is apt to be some jealousy in reports you might receive from one of my near neighbors.
I trust I may serve you in the near future and have you inspect my camps and boats and canoes
also food.
It the A.T.T. can help me to some business I will help on your trails.
P.S. My 27 ft. cabin cruiser on Pemadumcook takes 10 passengers.
Your trails should take in Little Niagara on Tumble Down Dick Stream and the gauntlet on East
B. Pleasant River.
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May 13, 1940. Paul A. Heideke, The Washington Planograph Co., Inc., Washington, D.C.,
to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
After you heaped all the insults that you could find in your vocabulary on this institution,
everyone of them based on fiction, or some brainstorm, you now ask that we send you our
negatives.
In reviewing the correspondence for 1938, we find your letter of June 20th, requesting that
negatives be preserved, and our reply of June 22nd which stated what we would do.
Then we have a letter dated July 9th, signed by Marion Park, stating the assumption that we had
agreed to your request, dated June 23rd.
Very naturally we want to hold our negatives, if it is going to be profitable to us, for our
charitable donations are made direct and not through business transactions.
No consideration of any kind was paid by you for the preservation of these negatives for an
indefinite period. We have preserved them at our own risk of replacement, still you want them
handed to you for nothing.
On the item that seems to disturb you so much, you will find that our bid was made on 400 pages,
and not 408 pages. It seems that if you obtained an estimate on 500 pages and then finally found
it to be a 1000 pages, you would still want the 500 page estimate to apply.
We have spent many hours on your original maps, for which no charge was made. I believe Mr.
Walker will confirm our helpfulness, when your map situation was a mess.
Our negatives are not for sale, loan or other purposes than our use for reprinting on your order.
We have never agreed to sell or loan them, nor to correct them at your price. The corrections that
can be made are limited, therefore, no guarantee of making corrections can he made.
A number of these maps are on glass, in fact, all two color items are on glass.
This will serve notice that these negatives will not he held for longer than 30 days from this date,
unless some arrangement is made to have them held for a longer period, by conference or
correspondence with a background of reasonableness and without insults.
There is no objection to you disagreeing with our service or prices, but there is objection to being
insulted about it.
P. S. Your copies of maps showing corrections are being forwarded to your New York Address
under separate cover.
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THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CONFERENCE
901 Union Trust Building
Washington, D.C.
May 13, 1940.
MEMORANDUM FOR THE BOARD OF MANAGERS OF THE
APPALACHIAN TRAIL CONFERENCE
From casual correspondence, I believe that Board members have been aware that, for the past
half year, I have been working in the New York Office of the United States Maritime
Commission. I have now been permanently assigned to the New York Office where the
Admiralty litigation for all Government Departments is conducted.
I had thought that, since I have been some fourteen years here in Washington, it might be
desirable to make some comment as to The Appalachian Trail activities which we have hitherto
carried on from Washington. We intend to carry on as before.
I have sometimes wondered if those interested in The Appalachian Trail Conference have been
fully aware of the surprising amount of interest and contributed volunteer activity which has
been available here. Whatever progress the Trail Conference has made is due in no small
measure to that fortunate circumstance.
I am sure that Board members will appreciate that Assistant Secretary Park is faced with
continually increasing and constantly more important duties. Apart from routine orders for
literature, there is an enormous volume of correspondence. It will be the more difficult to deal
with these matters in the future and for that reason I particularly want to ask the cooperation of
every Board member. Delays in correspondence, unacknowledged letters and essential matters
overlooked make functioning very difficult. It is only by means of prompt response and
cooperation from the whole Board that these necessary matters can be cared for efficiently and
promptly. I am sure that Miss Park can count upon the fullest cooperation and appreciation from
every Conference member and officer.
There are two other matters as to which I wish to bespeak the cooperation of Board members.
Appalachian Trallway News has become, in a very short time, quite an essential item of our
agenda. Its problems are discussed in the May issue. Miss Stephenson, as Editor, to present a
well- balanced magazine, will need material from various sections. I hope that each Board
member will take a personal interest in this production and volunteer contributions as well as
respond promptly to requests which may be made.
A third matter is the necessity for cooperation with Mr. Osborne 0. Heard, Vice-Chairmen in
Charge of Trail Reports, in the matter of furnishing trail information. Apart from meeting our
obligation of disseminating information as to sections of Trail, which are in process of relocation
or where travel is not advised, the summarizing of these reports in Trailway News will tend
toward better Trail conditions. Some report should be available for every section of the Trail; its
absence may often lead to totally unwarranted inferences. Mr. Heard's task is difficult at best.
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Board members will have received a copy of the fourth edition of the Trail Manual. I hope you.
will examine it carefully. The cuts of proper blazes and signs are an innovation. This edition has
been most carefully prepared and we consider it a real contribution to the art of Trail technique. I
am asking that each Board member take steps to publicize its appearance in the publication of his
particular organization.
You will shortly receive a copy of a specialized publication which relates to standardized
practice in preparing guidebooks and maps for Trail use. We ask for similar publicity for this
publication which is a venture of first impression.
Under the circumstances, while it is probably entirely unnecessary, I thought it advisable at this
time to emphasize that these activities cannot be carried on by anyone or a small group of
persons. It is the activity of The Appalachian Trail Conference at large. There will necessarily be
some problems of readjustment and at this time I particularly want to emphasize the necessity for
cooperation to continue in operation efficiently and effectively the medium through which, the
Trail Conference functions have been carried on.
Very sincerely yours,
Myron H, Avery
Chairman,
The Appalachian Trail Conference
United States Maritime Commission
45 Broadway, New York City.
May 13, 1940. Dick Reed, Maine Development Commission, Augusta, Maine, to Myron
Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I am carrying on some correspondence with two young fellow from Pittsburg who plan to hike
the full length of the Appalachian Trail from Katahdin to Georgia, starting early in June.
As I would like to do a real publicity job on this stunt I wonder if you would tell me whether this
has been done before and if so by whom and when, etc. It looks to me like a good chance to get
some swell publicity for the Trail as well as for Maine mountains in general.
Of course the stories would go over much better if we could say that this is to be the first time
the trip has been made.
An early reply on this would be appreciated.
Are there any interesting things going on from a mountain climbing standpoint in Maine this
summer?
Was sorry to have missed seeing you at the Sportsman’s Show.
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May 13, 1940. Helon Taylor to Myron Avery [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
Yours of May 10th at hand. I think maybe over Memorial would be a good time to do the trail
work you mention as far as the flies go but I will not be able to go with you at that time.
Memorial and over the week end will be my busiest fishing time for the year and I could not
possibly get time off. Earlier than that we would find snow on Bigelow. We still have plenty
snow in the woods here and the ice is just beginning to leave the lakes.
I doubt if I can get any time off before the last of June or first of July. Am working nights now
on smelt fishermen and as soon as that is over it will be lake and stream fishing.
I have not had a chance to get to Carratunk as yet so the situation is the same as before there.
O.K. to Middle Carry. That is a few blow downs but fairly well marked and passable. Sorry I can
not be with you at that time as I would like very much to see this cleaned up.
May 13, 1940. Robert Stubbs to Myron Avery
Dear Avery:
Herewith I am enclosing a Maine Central time table which gives the schedule for bus service
between Oakland and Caratunk. If I knew when you expect to arrive in the country, and if
weather conditions permit, I would be glad to take you up to Caratunk myself. Perhaps you
might let me know when you consider coming.
With reference to your letter to Taylor, it seems to me that the last of May would be a very nice
time to travel in the woods up here because the flies at this time are not fully hatched out. The
season is really much later up here than anyone who resides in the South is able to appreciate. It
was only last Friday that I walked out on the ice into the middle of Little Kennebago Lake. Men
were driving pulpwood through a channel which they had cut in the ice. I should say that
probably you will find some snow banks on the side of Mt. Bigelow and Spaulding on the 30th of
May.
May 14, 1940. J. Viles Wing, Flagstaff, Maine, to Myron Avery [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
I am enclosing some snapshots which I took on Mt. Bigelow. These pictures give a very good
idea of how things look on the mountains during the winter months.
Knowing that you and many of the other A.T.C. members have been on Mt. Bigelow I thought
these Photos might be of interest to you.
{Park, Stephenson, Avery}
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May 15, 1940. Myron Avery to Robert Stubbs
Dear Stubbs:
Thanks very much for your letter of May 13th and all of the news.
As the enclosed copy of letter to Helon Taylor will indicate I have decided to pass up Memorial
Day. I think it quite probable that I will try the Commencement week-end. Do you plan to be
down to Brunswick on that Friday. If so I could leave with you.
I appreciate very much your offer to drive with me Caratunk. It is, from a study of the time table
you enclosed, tough to get in there. Apart from that I would have the pleasure of a ride with you.
So you might let me know how your plans for that week-end come along.
I am working an elaborate two-color contour map for Katahdin and also a strip map of the area
missing from the present Guide. It will have the trails and roads sketched in on the U.S.G.S.
sheets and be a strip map. I hope soon to return to the Highway Department the maps sent me for
western Maine. Perhaps we can use it a base for a new Maine Highway 4 to New Hampshire
Line map. I hear that the U.S.G.S. expects to do work this summer on the Old Speck Quadrangle.
Have you any thought for relocating that Cold Stream lean-to which you wrote about?
I am wondering if Mr. Amos saw the Forest Commissioner on the 13th as he expected. If so I
shall hope to hear whether our A.T. work will get approved. I am on the anxious seat.
May 15, 1940. Myron Avery to Helon Taylor
Dear Helon:
I have your letter of May 13th and I am glad to [hear] from you again.
Your letter decides matters for me. Since you would not be available on May 30th and as I want
to make the trip with you particularly so we can look over these sections to-gether, I have
decided to make the trip south.
I can't say just when I may make it. I shall be in Maine for College Commencement Thursday
and Friday, the fourteenth and I might use that week-end to cover from Caratunk to Bigelow.
Again I may try over the Fourth. If not it will have to be my regular vacation time in August. I
should like to make part of it before then, however.
Have you heard anything from Mr. Reeves?
That Caratunk to Middle Carry Pond is a tough section for you to reach. Wish we could find
some one nearer who would really work on it.
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I plan to get out a short supplement on the Maine Guide in June. I want to say something about
the Dead River or rather change on Little Bigelow. Could you give me an idea of about how far
it is from the side Trail to Old Man’s Head that the relocation joins the old route. I assume it is
below the side trail. Distance and route on Little Bigelow the same, I presume.
You might let me know if you would expect to be available on June 15th or over the Fourth and I
can be guided accordingly. Let me know of any happenings up there.
Copy Stubbs, Sawyer
May 15, 1940. Marion Park to P. S. Howe, American Thread Company, 260 West
Broadway, New York City.
Dear Mr. Howe:
I am enclosing herewith the only map we have which includes part of the Penobscot County,
Maine. The cost of this map is 25 cents. If it does not contain what you want, you may return it.
Myron K. Avery, Esq., Chairman of the Conference, who gathered the data for the compilation
of this map is located in the New York office of the United States Maritime Commission at 45
Broadway, and you might wish to get in touch with him if you desire further information.
May 16, 1940. Ralph Sterling, Caratunk, Maine, to Myron Avery
Dear Sir:
I have your letter of May 8 at hand and we have your paint here at the Hotel.
You can take the train from Portland to Waterville, Me. from there you take a bus to Bingham.
From there you can get a car to Caratunk.
May 17, 1940. Myron Avery to Paul A. Heideke, Washington Planograph Company,
1220-2 North Capitol Street, Washington, D.C.
Dear Sir:
I have your letter of May 13th. Apparently your correspondence suffers from the same defects as
your telephone conversations. Perhaps you are the owner of the Washington Planograph
Company, so that loss of business is no concern to other than yourself, but the other planograph
companies in Washington are to be congratulated on having you attempt to do business with
customers. It should make good business for other companies if your conversation with me is a
fair sample of your business methods. Except for the fact that we have some investment in your
hands, we should not trouble ourselves with any further dealings with you. As to Mr. Rook and
Mr. Degelman we have the highest commendation; their interest and activity has brought to your
company business which otherwise would have gone to your competitors.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1940 – Compiled by David Field – Page

81

You failed to appreciate the point of my letter. It was an effort to see--since we could perhaps
save our organizations some money by again using the negatives--if we could not work out some
arrangement whereby, since both parties had an interest, the problems could be met. Specifically
I had in mind paying your company for the corrections on the glass negatives, making those on
the other negatives ourselves, as we did before, and printing the material under a contract
specific enough to preclude any questions arising. We would have in mind the prior troubles.
Apparently your company is too prosperous for you to try and work out any arrangement with
your customers. However, I suggest you look at the amounts paid you by the Appalachian Trail
Conference (Inc.), Potomac Appalachian Trail Club (Inc.) and Maine Appalachian Trail Club
(Inc.) and appreciate that you can cost your company some business. What you further were
willing to ignore is that Guide to Paths in the Blue Ridge and Guide to The Appalachian Trail in
Maine are practically ready for reprinting. These will be about 800 and 600 pages with an edition
of 1500 copies. Apart from the text, the map work for both books (all of Mr. Walker's to which
you refer) and the maps here under discussion, would be reprinted. These corrections were the
first step.
Now as to the negatives on the Maine maps. Your attempt to serve notice of holding these Maine
map negatives for only thirty days is a breach of your contract for printing this Guide. The
negatives were to be held. We suggested we hold them, as they might be less likely to be
misplaced, but we were assured that this wouldn't happen. Our contract arrangement includes the
right to use these negatives again. Were your quotations in line and giving credit for the saving
through not having to make the negatives again, this work would have gone to you. You were
quite free in quoting to me Supreme Court decisions as to ownership, generally speaking, of
negatives, so I am sure you will understand that this notice, any disposing of them or not making
them available to us, will be a breach of contract and you will be liable in damages. You
apparently overlooked the fact that we are not helpless in the matter. There are due according to
contract from the Appalachian Trail Conference a balance of about $186 on Guide to The
Appalachian Trail in New England. In view of your threatened breach of contract and threat to
dispose of these negatives, as a matter of protection, the Conference will have to withhold
sufficient funds to reimburse itself for your breach.
The holding of the negatives was a part of the contract; what price you added for that was your
own concern; we offered to store them. So there was consideration for what you may have done.
As a matter of fact, we may not be so much interested in the negatives. At Mr. Rook's suggestion,
we paid you $25.00 for black prints of these negatives. I had thought they would be of little use.
Perhaps we can just as well correct these black prints and turn them ever to your competitors.
Coming directly to the complaint as to your charges as compared with your bid. We had noticed
that the prices ran higher for some time. The last situation, when I took up with you by letter,
related to the increase in the price of Guide to The Appalachian Trail in New England over the
bid figures. You saw the manuscript and quoted on it. The increase in the price you explain by
saying it was for blank pages which had to be added. Now it was apparent to you, in bidding, that
you were going to charge for these blank pages. Your bid should have included them; you knew
what you were going to do and charge. I wrote you asking an explanation. My letter was ignored.
It was several months before I got a reply at all. If, by ignoring my inquiry, you have let us think
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that the situation could not be justified, you have only yourself to blame. If our opinions were in
error and the impressions wrong, we afforded you an opportunity to correct them. You failed to
attempt it and your explanations as to the discrepancy are not satisfactory. Moreover, the attempt
to charge for these Maine negatives--or some such thing--doesn't make your explanation any
more convincing.
In view of your announced breach of your contract, it would seem quite difficult to contemplate
any future business with you. You seem to have forgotten that Mr. Walker’s work to which you
refer is that of the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club, which I have hitherto authorized as its
President.
We shall be interested to know of any propositions you care to make for adjusting these matters.
If you intend to be stubborn and see how much trouble you can make for us, we can, I think,
meet the situation.
Notice is specifically served on you, however, that any disposing of these negatives as well as
not permitting us to correct them is a breach of your contract and the Conference will recoup its
damage from the balance of Guide to The Appalachian Trail in New England.
Very truly yours,
THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CONFERENCE
By
Myron H. Avery, Chairman.
Copy to Mr. B. H. Walker,
Maps Committee Chairman
Potomac Appalachian Trail Club.
May 20, 1940. Myron Avery to Richard Read, Maine Development Commission, Augusta,
Maine.
Dear Dick:
I have received your letter of May 13, 1940, with respect to your correspondence with the two
fellows from Pittsburgh who are writing you of their intention of walking the entire Trail.
We have a lot of correspondence here as to similar intentions. However, 2000 miles is a long trip
and none of the would-be expectations of completing the entire Trail in one jump has ever
materialized. The best record is about half the length of the Trail by two brothers named Mitchell
from Massachusetts a few years ago. It is really a tremendous proposition. It takes close to six
months and the matter of arranging for supplies and the problem of maintaining a schedule and
possible physical setbacks make the matter so difficult that it becomes a tremendous task. Most
people travel shorter sections, say for a week or two weeks, and continue these trips year after
year, thus accumulating a large mileage. If your friends from Pittsburgh require any further
information or do not have the necessary guidebooks, have them write direct to the Conference.
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Most people start from the south in order to obtain the benefit of weather conditions as they
come north. Walking in the Southern Appalachians in the summer is strenuous and hot work,
particularly if continued day after day.
As to your inquiry on the status of record walks, I am sending under separate cover a copy of
Appalachian Trailway News where the situation was summarized. Since then, Dr. Outerbridge of
Philadelphia and Mr. Martin Kilpatrick of Philadelphia have completed their series of trips. I
believe also that Mrs. Kilpatrick has completed her trip or is very close to it. However, no one
has yet made the entire distance in any one trip and the four instances are the only ones of having
completed the entire mileage over a series of years. Doing it all at once would be a tremendous
strain.
If there is any more information which we can furnish, please feel free to call on us.
1 read with much interest the publicity given in the fishing column of the New York Times
Dispatch as to fishing conditions in Maine.
May 20, 1940. Paul A. Heideke, The Washington Planograph Co., Inc., Washington, D.C.,
to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I am at least glad to know that you give me credit for good judgment in having two competent
men on the payroll, Mr. Diegelmann and Mr. Rook. Mr. Rook turned your situation over to me
stating that you were abusive over the phone about the price and other matters, and that he could
not find any basis on which to deal with you. Had this not been so, you would not have had the
extreme pleasure of dealing with the writer at all.
These two men are thoroughly capable and can be relied on to be competent in everyway. I
believe that it is a matter of record that you have had some difficulties before with printers and
lithographers, however, that is your business, and not mine.
No definite inquiry has been given us for reprints, the negatives are here to serve you on a
definite order, although no promise was given to hold them forever. Maybe the whole printing
and lithographing industry is all wet, in having trade practices, especially where a Mr. Avery is
concerned.
The Appalachian Trail and its subsidiary requirements is work we were ready to do and we are
still ready to do it, providing it is profitable, and that we are not obliged to put up with threats
and abuses.
If it is not profitable to us, we do not want it, and if we just be abused for wanting a profit, we do
not want it. For your information the work up to the present writing has not been so profitable
that it would cause us to shed more than a bucket of tears to lose it.
I do not intend to quarrel with you any further, and what you are threatening to do or not do is
your business, we will turn that corner when we get to it.
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If our prices and terms, as well as myself are so objectionable to you, then the only thing to do is
to try someone else, there are plenty of them.
It has been a pleasure to deal with your associates, such as Mr. Walker and Miss Stephenson, and
others, and it is indeed regrettable that you should have taken a viewpoint that you are always
right, cannot be wrong, and that you have the right to heap abuse on those that venture to differ
with you.
In so far as I can learn, it is not an unforgiveable sin to be in error, and if I had the slightest
knowledge of being in error, I would gladly admit it.
May 21, 1940. Walter B. Hamilton, Map Draftsman, State Highway Commission, Augusta,
Maine, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
In accordance with your letter of May 3, 1940 I am forwarding to you under separate cover a
black and white print of the State Highway Commission base map for reproduction purposes.
This base map is corrected up to January 1, 1940. No additional revisions will be incorporated in
this map until January 1, 1941.
In regard to the section maps or county maps being prepared by the State-wide Planning Survey
in cooperation with the Highway department I refer you to Mr. Fred B. Greenleaf, Manager of
said Planning Survey, for any information concerning these maps.
P.S. Mr. Greenleaf's address is State-wide Highway Planning Survey: State Airport, Augusta,
Maine.
May 22, 1940. Leon Potter, The Antlers Camps, to Myron Avery [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
Well I am glad to have you admit that I am a Hollywood prospect. Of course I know that I
should be there—but seriously I would like to see the pictures. Just now we are busy with the
Spring Salmon and Trout fishing and it’s good this year.
Ladd is soon to build camps at Cooper Pond, he is going to cut Pine logs there (that is the same
outfit that had the camp at the field). Since I got your letter I have been up to Cooper Pond and
find that the material for building the camps is already there, the teams followed the Blue trail
from the old toat road to the brook and unless they change the building site the Lumber Co. will
build a bridge over Cooper for the horses to cross on—Now do you see any reason why you
should pay for building a bridge there, unless the lumber Co. changes plans and moves to another
location which does not seem likely. I can find out after a while. At the Katahdin View camp
ground (the site of the camp that was burned) Haynes has a small very rough camp, a so called
trappers camp.
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I hope you will like New York and know Mr. Greenhalgh will be glad to see you, he is not
feeling very well this Spring.
Well we hope to see you at Jo Mary this season.
May 23, 1940. Myron Avery to Fred B. Greenleaf, Esq., State-Wide Highway Planning
Survey, State Airport, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Mr. Greenleaf:
In connection with GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE we have had frequent
correspondence with Map Draftsman Walter B. Hamilton of the State Highway Commission.
You may have noticed that the Appalachian Trail appears on the official state highway map and
on most oil company maps of Maine.
During the past winter we learned of the detailed maps being made under your direction. By
reason of the detail contained on these maps we thought that your office would undoubtedly wish
to include the exact route of the Appalachian Trail and its side trails. Through, I believe, the
cooperation of Forest Supervisor Stubbs a set of certain of these maps were forwarded to us. I
have indicated on each sheet the route of the Appalachian Trail and side trails. The meaning of
the symbol used is indicated on each sheet. The lean-tos indicated are public campsites and could
be indicated as such. I appreciate that the notations as to the existence of public accommodations
adjacent to the Trail, while of much value to hikers, might be an item which, you would not care
to include. This thought would not however apply to the lean-tos. If the Trail is shown on your
detailed maps I should like to suggest the desirability to use the separate symbols employed by
the Conference to show the A.T. and blue-blazed side trails. For this purpose I enclose a copy of
the Barren-Chairback map which appears in the Maine Guide.
The maps which have been checked and the Appalachian Trail plotted are:
Somerset County 45
Piscataquis County 38
Franklin County 15
Somerset County 44
Franklin County 14
Oxford County 24, 25
I enclose also the Trail route plotted on a Maine highway map and I should like to ask if there are
any other maps other than the above which the Trail crosses. If so we should like an opportunity
to indicate the A.T. on these sheets.
I have noticed that Franklin County 14 contains numerous errors. Some of these can be readily
detected by checking with the U. S. G. S. Rangeley Quadrangle.
I wish to ask that a copy of Franklin County 14 be forwarded to William Hoferlin, 556 Fairview
Avenue, Brooklyn, N.Y. Extra copies were sent of the two Oxford County maps. We wish to
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make use of these maps in revising the map in the Guidebook from Maine Highway 4 to the
Maine-New Hampshire Line which is very poor. It is our thought that by pasting to-gether the
Oxford and Franklin 14 maps we would obtain a good base to work from. If your office plans to
incorporate the Trail route on the tracings, naturally it would be preferable to have prints of the
revised maps. For this reason until the expected arrival of the second copy of Franklin 14, I shall
delay returning the last three maps in the above list.
I shall be grateful to you for your advice in connection with my several inquiries.
May 23, 1940. Myron Avery to Bruce Beach, 110 Schoolhouse Lane, Ardmore,
Pennsylvania.
Dear Bruce:
This has been a quiet year as far as hearing from you is concerned. In fact, I think my last word
from you was shortly after the Katahdin Conference.
I presume you have seen the 1940 Issue of In the Maine Woods. I should like at some time to
have an opportunity to have you see the slides and movies accumulated from the Conference
meeting. They are quite a collection.
While there is still much snow in Maine, it is summer down here and we are beginning to give
thought to our Trail maintenance program for Maine. The York's have written that they intend to
mow this year from their camps to Katahdin Stream. I presume that you plan to return again to
Nesowadnehunk Stream and that whatever is needed on the Trail to the West Branch will be duly
cared for. However, as a matter of precaution, I thought that I had better check with you.
From going over the route last year, I believe I told you that I had noticed that some of the small
saplings were beginning to grow in and perhaps by using one of the weeders left at York's, some
impression could be made in the way of knocking down the grass across the field at the toll dam
and at the West Branch, so as to make the route more visible.
I am now working in New York and my own plans for the summer are decidedly indefinite. I
hope that our trails will cross again in the not too distant future.
May 23, 1940. Myron Avery to Robert G. Stubbs, Hallowell, Maine.
Dear Stubbs:
I appreciate your sending me the three copies of the new list of public campsites. I have read it
with great interest. I was delighted to see the appearance of the lean-tos between Katahdin and
Nahmakanta. This makes the whole thing official and I appreciate the master stroke in your
having them included.
The only lean-to which I did not notice in the list was that on the sag between Elephant and Old
Blue Mountains. Perhaps I overlooked it.
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There are also those three structures built a long time ago by the Appalachian Mountain Club on
the Mahoosuc Range. These are Speck Pond, Full Goose and Carlo Col. They are on The
Appalachian Trail in Maine. You may recall that we talked about these at various times and
because of the Brown Company situation, it seemed inadvisable to include them. Later you may
recall that Jim Sewall took the matter up with the Brown Company and secured their
authorization. I believe that you will have the correspondence somewhere and since this is a
process of taking the matter step by step, in some future issue I presume that these three, together
with the Elephant one, will be listed. I feel considerably reassured in having these structures
appear in the official list to conform the statement in the Guidebook.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and mailed during his absence to avoid delay.
May 23, 1940. Dick Reed, Maine Development Commission, to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
Thanks a lot for your informative letter and pamphlet.
I will keep you posted on future developments in the proposed hike.
Hope to meet you in Maine this summer.
May 23, 1940. Myron Avery to Walter B. Hamilton, Esq., Maine Highway Department,
Augusta, Maine.
Dear Mr. Hamilton:
Thank you very much for your letter of May 21st.
The enclosed letter to Mr. Greenleaf will indicate what we have done with respect to the StateWide Planning Survey Maps. I understand from your letter that you do not deal with this matter
at all.
I have not yet had completed the tracing of the A.T. on the U.S.G.S. sheets for central Maine but
when they are finished I shall forward them to take advantage of your offer to indicate the
highways etc.
The prints referred to in your letter arrived. I am having the Trail route plotted on these. It occurs
to me, however, that instead of trying to reprint the map as we did in the Third edition (copy of
which you have) it would be more effective to include with the Guide the State Highway Map. I
mean separately, of course. The edition would be 1500. Do you believe we could obtain this
number for this purpose and to who should such an application be addressed. Our Guide will not
appear until early next year.
May 23, 1940. Myron Avery to Paul A. Heideke, Washington Planograph Company, Inc.
1220-2 Worth Capitol Street, Washington, D.C.
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Dear Sir:
The tone of your letter of May 20th is in marked contrast to your earlier letter - due, I presume,
to a realization that when the Conference was a debtor under a contract for payment at stated
terms, it was really inadvisable to suggest the destruction of the negatives or the imposition of a
charge for their retention.
However, you raised the matter and it lies with you to suggest some satisfactory settlement.
Obviously, in view of your prior letter, the Conference is not going to play into your hands by
making full payment and then have you raise this problem. For this situation you can assume full
credit. As long as the matter remains unadjusted by reason of your threatened and attempted
breach of contract, we shall need to withhold payment. If you want this balance, I suggest you
take some steps to adjust matters.
Contrary to your first paragraph, I have not talked with Mr. Rook for several months and any
threat is that made by you to destroy the negatives in a month.
You have not even furnished me any written quotation for the negative corrections or replied to
my suggestion that the negatives (except glass) be furnished to us for making corrections.
What value do you place on the negatives for Guide to The Appalachian Trail in Maine? What
would you charge now for making these negatives.
We should be very glad indeed to pay now the balance on the New England Guidebook, if we
could do so and protect our investment in the negatives. Since future business transactions are
apparently not desired by either party and you will have no future use for the negatives, I suggest
we pay the balance at this time and you release into our custody the negatives.
Copy to Mr. Walker
May 23, 1940. Myron Avery to B. F. Sauls Planograph Company, 909 E Street, N.W.,
Washington, D.C.
Dear Sirs:
Some time ago one of the representatives of your Company called on me and requested an
opportunity to bid on future Trail Conference publications. Some time past you published for us
The Silver Aisle, but the reproductions, as you are aware, were not particularly effective. We
have in the process of preparation very considerable map and guidebook work. In the interval we
expect to issue a supplement, of which the manuscript is enclosed, for Guide to The Appalachian
Trail in Maine. We wish to issue this as inexpensively as possible. I am enclosing a copy of the
first Supplement which will show the size.
Will you kindly quote rates based on 300 and 500 copies and indicate the number of pages and
the cheapest arrangement which can be worked out.
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{Sent Katahdin map for 25 for quotation}
May 24, 1940. Myron Avery to Jasper Haines, Buck Horn Camp, Norcross, Maine.
Dear Mr. Haines:
I have received your letter of May 12th, returning the map. As you have requested, we are
forwarding to you a copy of Guide to The Appalachian Trail in Maine and the Supplement. I
have endeavored to incorporate all of the corrections which you have on to the Katahdin to East
Branch Map so that they will appear in the new edition. I am surprised at the extent of your trail
system. You certainly have been extremely active.
I will send to you shortly a copy of the revised description of the Trail between Joe Mary and
Yoke Ponds in which we are including a reference to your camps. About how far from the blueblazed trail to Cooper Pond did you say that it is to the point where your trail takes off?
You certainly have developed a very complete trail system from your camps. As you write, trails
could be put in to many places of much interest in the vicinity. However, we are obliged to
concentrate on the main route of The Appalachian Trail, together with side trails sufficiently
close or to points of outstanding interest. I have often heard of the Gauntlet on the East Branch of
Pleasant River but did not know that there was a waterfall on Tumbledown Dick Brook. No one
had ever mentioned that to me before.
I had known of the activity of your father and yourself in this region and I can quite understand
that you would be most familiar with all of the surrounding area. One of our most serious
difficulties was in getting a route from Yoke Ponds to West Branch Ponds. The original route
laid out, which went toward the west end of B Pond, had to be changed by reason of the
objections of the owner of the camp at B Pond. While it would be a very interesting route to go
over Joe Mary and by Johnson Pond, because of the land ownership situation, we would have to
reach West Branch Ponds by way of Yoke Ponds.
I think I have covered all of the matters of your letter with the exception of your offer to put a
foot bridge over Cooper Brook for use on the Cooper Pond side trail. We shall, of course, be glad
to have you do this without expense to the Conference, as you suggest, and I am noting it in the
guidebook data.
I can appreciate your point about being willing to help on the trails if the Trail Conference can
send you business. I wish that we had more people along the route of the Trail who had the same
interest and activity which you have in opening up such an extensive trail system.
I am not sure whether I will be in your area this summer, but I plan to call and get acquainted
with you when I am next in that area.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and mailed during his absence to avoid delay.
May 25, 1940. Bruce Beach, Ardmore, PA to Myron Avery
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Dear Myron:
I was mighty glad to hear from you. You have not heard from me recently, as I have gone
through a rather trying winter and spring. Starting in the early winter I had a minor nervous
breakdown, followed by a critical case of meningitis early in March, from which I am just
recovering.
I plan on going to Maine about the middle of June. We have built a nice cottage on Salmon Lake,
which we are anxious to see. My work at Camp Kennebec will of necessity be lightened, and I
plan to get a maximum of rest. Although it is very doubtful that I will be able to take a trip into
the Katahdin region, you can rest assured that I will have someone look after our part of the
Trail; I have made definite note of your suggestion of "bushing out" the Trail at the Toll Dam
and at the West Branch, and will do all in my power to see that it is done.
With conditions as they are, I presume you are going to be terribly tied up with the affairs of the
Commission. However, I sincerely trust that you will be able to get into the woods for a spell
during the summer. If you can get away, and can manage to get anywhere near the Belgrade
Lakes, please let me know, because I would like you to visit us, or at least plan to have you stay
overnight with us. This is a permanent invitation.
P. S. During the summer (June 15 – Sept. 5) address me Bruce C. Beach, Camp Kennebec, North
Belgrade, Me.
May 25, 1940. Paul A. Heideke, The Washington Planograph Co., Inc., Washington, D.C.
to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have no suggestions to make on the outstanding bills, you know when they are due and what
they are for, therefore you may elect the procedure you wish.
The negatives are our property as provided in all trade practice rules of some twenty years
standing. They are not for sale.
The quotation given you by Mr. Diegelmann for making all corrections as submitted, was $25.00.
The question of how much the new negatives will cost, would have to be determined when the
copy from which the new negatives are to be made is submitted.
As stated before, we are not obliged to hold negatives indefinitely, in fact, not all at unless for
definite consideration.
You have all the information, and you may have more if required, but there is no disposition on
our part to continue correspondence for the only reason that you may display your rancor and
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hate. This is a democracy not a totalitarian state, and therefore you have a perfect right to
disagree with me.
May 27, 1940. Walter B. Hamilton, Map Draftsman, State Highway Commission, Augusta,
Maine, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
After investigating the possibility of releasing 1500 Official State Highway Route Maps for the
purpose referred to in your letter of May 23, 1940, (to be enclosed with an Appalachian Trail
Guide Booklet) I find that the State Highway Commission does not wish to release the Official
State Highway Commission Route Map in any other manner or form than that used at the present
time. While the Commission wishes to be accommodating and would like to assist you in every
way possible, it feels that once the door is open, requests for the map would be so numerous and
for such varied purposes it would be unable to fulfill the obligations.
However, I understand that the State Wide Planning Survey is drafting a new route map of the
State of Maine as a base for future official route maps, etc. This map is about the same size as the
printed route map and would be a very good map to use in your guide book. It may be possible to
obtain a reproduction of it when it is finished and, of course, if they will release it.
May 27, 1940. Myron Avery to Harry Davis, Monson, Maine.
Dear Mr. Davis:
I have your letter of May 6th. I have read this with much interest. We appreciate very much your
offer to make use of your facilities for storage and to make Monson a sort of a central point for
working out on the Trail.
Some time after June 1st the paint will be forthcoming. It will he sent freight prepaid from
Chicago and I shall see to it that word is sent to you about the time it will arrive.
I am glad to know that you have my letters of September 20 and November 9 and that you have
in mind particularly the areas where the work should be done. This is the Blanchard - Monson
section which, for some reason unknown to me, was reported to be in bad condition. Also that
matter of the footbridge across Little Wilson. We have had some delays in the matter of the signs.
Mr. Greaton’s arrangements apparently did not work out and the Forest Commissioner was
trying to get them made by a CCC Camp. So it may be that we shall not have them available for
installing this year.
I expect to put in a few days in the Monson area in August during my vacation and I shall count
on seeing you then.
I presume that as fast as you have the opportunity, you will arrange for the Trail work up to the
limit of the money discussed in my earlier letters. When this is done, let me know, so that I can
forward the check to you in payment.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1940 – Compiled by David Field – Page

92

I rather imagine that the end from Blanchard in toward Moxie Bald will need considerable work
this year. My other letters specified the particular points and, without any further correspondence,
we shall understand that you will have the work done on the best arrangements you can work out.
Again expressing our appreciation of your cooperation and expecting to see you in the late
summer,
May 27, 1940. Myron Avery to Earl York, Jr., Twin Pine Camps, Millinocket, Maine.
Dear Junior:
Marion Park has brought to me the enclosed three photographs of you. I think of the four
subjects, you are the only one that could be said to have passed the screen test. Perhaps the best
thing will be to cut the rest of us out, but as she has had the prints made, I am sending then on to
you.
I wrote you a letter earlier with respect to the map situation. We are starting work on it now. If
there have been any recent happenings up around your section, I hope that you will take time to
let me know.
You will renumber our correspondence last year and your writing that you intended to keep the
trail mowed from your camps to Katahdin Stream Campsite. This will not only be to the benefit
of the Appalachian Trail but is something which I should think your guests would appreciate, for
it would mean that, if one gets caught in the rain, either going or coming from Katahdin, most of
the damage is done by the bushes on that two mile section.
Let me hear from you as to what is happening.
May 27, 1940. Myron Avery to Earl W. Perham, Long Pond Camps, Katahdin Iron Works,
Maine.
Dear Mr. Perham:
Although probably the ice hasn't much more than gone out of Long Pond, it is pretty near
summer down here and we are beginning to think about our arrangements for the Trail in Maine.
We are anxious to have this in as good shape as possible as early as the work can be
conveniently done. I wrote you on October 18th with respect to our arrangements discussed at
your camps, and for your convenience I am enclosing another copy of this letter, in which I
outlined the sections where work was more urgently required.
As soon as the work is completed, let me know so that the Conference can forward to you the
check in the amount of $15.00, the sum that was discussed.
I hope that we will be able to work out some arrangements so that we can get work done
occasionally on the Gulf Hagas Trail to keep it in good order.
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I understand from the Geological Survey that their mapping crew has gone back to finish the
map of the Katahdin Iron Works area. If there have been any other developments or happenings
in that section, I would appreciate your taking time to let me know.
I presume that you have available my letter of September 12, 1939, wherein I indicated where
the board signs which were missing from the Trail were to go. However, I find that I have an
additional copy and in the event that the other one might have been mislaid, I am enclosing it, so
that you will have no difficulty with the signs.
With best regards to you and Mrs. Perham,
May 27, 1940. Myron Avery to W. K. Dore, Mountain View Camps, Monson, Maine.
Dear Mr. Dore:
We were very late in getting off the signs to you which I wrote to you about last fall. I don’t
believe that they got away until January, due to unforeseen delays in having them made. I wrote
about these on September 23th and I presume that you have the letter in that connection. If not,
please let we know.
Are the lumber operations on Vaughn Stream still going on and have there been any other
developments or changes along the Trail route? I shall appreciate very much hearing from you
and I hope that you will tell me what has happened up around your section.
With best regards to Mrs. Dore and yourself,
May 27, 1940. Myron Avery to Fred Chadwick, First West Branch Ponds, Kokadjo, Maine.
Dear Mr. Chadwick:
It is really summer down here and I can imagine that the ice hasn’t much more than gone from
Third West Branch Pond. We are, however, going over the situation with respect to the Trail in
Maine and I thought I would write you again about the signs for the junction with your trail at
the old lumber camp on the north slope of White Cap. This matter was covered in my letter of
September 28th which you probably have.
Signs Nos. 69, 70 and 71 were to go up at the junction between the blue and the white trail and I
suggested that the post which was there should be set in the middle of a clearing with the signs
nailed on so that they would stay there and point in the right direction. Sign No. 71A would be at
your Camps where the blue blazes start at the fence.
You will remember that you told us that you intended to clear out the blue-blazed trail leading
down to your camps. I hope that you will be able to do so, for the word seems to have gotten
around that it is pretty tough to get down over your blue-blazed trail. If it were a more easy route,
it would undoubtedly bring you more business.
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May 27, 1940. Myron Avery to Fred Clifford, Rainbow Lake Camps, Kokadjo, Maine.
Dear Mr. Clifford:
Although spring is probably much farther along down here than up on Rainbow Lake, our mind
is turning toward Trail matters.
I have missed your letters and hope that you will find a chance to write me again soon and let me
know what is happening up in the woods, particularly how your road stood up under the winter.
You will remember our arrangement with respect to the trail work and that you were to let me
know when it is done, so that we can send you the $15.00. If you will look back over the letters,
you will remember that it was suggested that it would be divided so that some work be done in
June and some in August in order to catch the second crop of bushes. There was one particularly
bad spot at the old log hauler road crossing just after you leave the Penobscot West Branch. That
Rainbow Lake section, if it could be really mowed in first class shape, would make for a great
trail along there. I am hoping that things will work out this year so that the route will be in better
shape than heretofore.
Please let me hear from you as to how matters are coming along.
May 27, 1940. Myron Avery to Charles Berry, Yoke Ponds Camps, Kokadjo, Maine.
Dear Mr. Berry:
While I don’t suppose it is necessary at all, in view of our understanding last summer, I thought
that I had better write you again with respect to the Trail work. My letter of October 18, 1939,
covered this in detail. I presume that you have this letter available. If not, let me know and I can
forward a copy to you.
Briefly, you were going to do the work as the opportunity afforded itself and when it was done,
you were to notify me so that the Conference would send you the agreed amount of $35.00.
There was a balance of $2.00 left from last year, as you will recall. The work was to begin at
Potter’s trail to Church Pond and to go to the summit of White Cap. I suggested that it would be
highly desirable to concentrate on the section between Joe Guy’s camps and Third West Branch
Pond and between the Penobscot [sic. Should be “Pleasant River”.] East Branch and the sag on
Little Boardman. Those were the sections of Trail in poorest shape.
If all of this Trail between White Cap and your camps could be kept in as good shape as you put
that section between Third West Branch Pond and the top of White Cap last year, this Trail
across Maine would certainly be something. That was a splendid piece of Trail work.
I expect to be back in the fall to repaint from your Camps to the West Branch Ponds. In my letter
of October 18th I wrote that I was sending you two pair of pruning shears.
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I hope that you have had a satisfactory winter and I am looking forward to seeing you again.
Your many friends in the Trail Club here send their best regards.
May 27, 1940. Myron Avery to Benny Boynton, McDougall’s Camps, Nahmakanta Lake
Norcross, Maine.
Dear Benny:
Although summer down here is a lot farther advanced than in Maine, we are checking up on the
Trail situation and the work which we need to have done.
1 presume that you have at hand my letter of October 18th with respect to our arrangement that
you would put in three days on the Trail at the rate of $2.50 a day and that you would let me
know when this is done, so that we can forward the check to you. We are particularly anxious to
have this work done as soon as possible, We want to know that the beaver flowage on the
Prentiss Valley Road stays in as good condition as you marked it last year and that the marking
you put in across the Wadleigh Farmsite stays intact.
I am afraid that within two or three years the bushes are going to start growing up on that log
hauler road and will give us no end of trouble to keep it open. We want you to keep in close
touch with these matters and let us know when more work is required to keep it under control.
That trail around Nahmakanta is one of the high lights of the route in Maine and we don’t want
to let it get bad.
I hope that you can take the time to let me know what happened in the way of lumbering around
the lake last fall. People down here are still talking of their very pleasant days at Nahmakanta
and of little Ruthie. With best regards to all,
May 27, 1940. Myron Avery to Leon Potter, The Antlers’ Camps, Joe Mary Lake,
Millinocket, Maine.
Dear Leon:
I neglected in my last letter to speak about the Trail arrangements.
I presume that you have available the copy of my letter of October 13, 1939, where I wrote that
we could Allot $15.00 for five days’ work involved from the foot of Nahmakanta to Church
Pond. What was left over on the main Trail could be devoted to the Joe Mary side trail. I spoke
about the fact that probably more work would be required between the Mahar Campground and
Twitchell Brook by reason of the alders and growth.
If all of The Appalachian Trail in Maine were in as good shape as your Trail, it wouldn't be
much of a problem.
May 27, 1940. Robert Stubbs, Maine Forest Service, to Myron Avery
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Dear Mr. Avery:
It has been brought very emphatically to my attention that these maps, which I recently received
from the Highway Planning Survey, are still in preparation and that they have not yet been
released for publication either in whole or in part.
These maps have been a great convenience to us in our Departmental work and it is through their
courtesy that I have them. I do not wish to do anything to break their confidence in me or to
bring any unfavorable comment down on them from their superiors. I have offered to return the
maps if they desire. It seems to me that it would be undesirable to publish any of them or in any
way to make use of them which could be attributed to the Planning Board as a source.
I believe that I am responsible for this entire situation and regret the position that I have placed
you and the possible censure which I may have brought upon the engineers in the Planning
Survey.
cc: Mr. Greenleaf
[Hand-written note attached to above letter]: Dear Avery, This is the result of a telephone call
that I received from Mr. Greenleaf’s Assistant. I have been coming and going freely in their
drafting rooms and I have probably come to take too much for granted.
Does it occur to you that there is anything more that I could say in this matter or should not have
said?
May 28, 1940. Myron Avery to Paul A. Heideke, Washington Planograph Company, Inc.,
1220 North Capitol Street, Washington, D.C.
Dear Sir:
I have your letter of May 25, 1940. The Trail Conference has no desire to continue this
correspondence. We had thought that you might be disposed to seem to be desirous to work out
some arrangement to care for the problems. The situation is one of your own creation. The
Conference is very anxious to pay the outstanding balance on Guide to The Appalachian Trail in
New England and anticipate its contract payments. In fact, if this difficulty had not arisen,
payment would have been anticipated some time previous. However, you have made it quite
clear that you intend to breach your contract and have threatened to destroy the negatives for the
Maine Guide within a month and your letter of May 25th reiterates your unwarranted demand for
payment for charges for retaining the negatives.
It is quite obvious that if the element of restraint is removed through the Trail Conference paying
the remainder of its bill, which it is very anxious to do, what will occur with respect to the Maine
negatives. I wish to point out that you have not furnished us with the requested itemized list of
the cost for making these corrections. There are possibly one or two which we shall not use again.
The price quoted seems to me quite out of line with the price made by you for previous negative
work and constitutes a serious difficulty in using the plates again. Moreover, at the suggestion of
Mr. Rook, we had made black and white prints from these negatives, so that perhaps your
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destruction of the negatives would not cause us so much difficulty. I think you have overlooked
the fact that the negatives of the printed pages of the Maine Guide were delivered to us and it
was the matter of the size and storage that led us to accede to your suggestion that you should
retain these map negatives. Of course, the difficulty which you are imposing now was not
anticipated at that time. If the negatives were to be your property, why were the negatives of the
book delivered to us? I think that the situation makes quite clear the arrangement, apart from the
correspondence.
We have no desire to continue controversy with you but it is quite apparent that you wish to
cause us all the difficulty possible. You have not seemed disposed to offer any suggestion
whereby we would pay the balance of our bill and be protected from your breach of contract and
threatened destruction of the negatives. Under these circumstances, there seems to be no
alternative for the Trail Conference to do other than to retain what it believes to be the value of
the negatives. You declined to give us any statement of the cost of reproducing the negatives
which you now have. Our best information is that the value of these negatives as such would be
approximately $40.00. Our balance due is $186.32 and accordingly the Conference tenders you
check in the amount of $146.32 in full settlement of its outstanding indebtedness on Guide to the
Appalachian Trail in New England.
If you care to deliver to us the balance of these negatives, so that we may be assured of their
safe-keeping and thus eliminate the difficulties experienced, we would remit the amount which
has been deducted for this situation. Otherwise, this amount is tendered in what we believe to be
the full settlement of our account.
If you had shown a more cooperative attitude in this matter, we would have been disposed to try
to work out some arrangement {for the two guidebooks in the course of preparation} this by
reason of the familiarity of your Mr. Rook and Mr. Digelman with our type of work.
Copy to Mr. Schuetz:
I think we had better try to get this check in the mail before the acceleration period of June 1st.
Since I will not be back in New York before June 1st, I am sending my letter to you asking that
you enclose check for $146.32 and mail it so that it will be received by June 1st. I hope this is
clear, for I think we will be in a better position as to the $10.00 by having tendered this amount
minus what I think it necessary to deduct. I am sorry that this situation has arisen but obviously
with these people doing what they are, we need to protect ourselves to-some degree; hence we
are withholding the $40.00. I will see you next week about executing the withdrawal voucher. I
hope this is sufficient so that you can send the payment to arrive by June 1st. M.H.A.
May 31, 1940. Paul A. Heideke, The Washington Planograph Co., Inc., Washington, D.C.
to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Thanks for the payment on account amounting to $146.32.
You refer to problems all along, which I am afraid are not existent, but are the result of anger.
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The negatives in question are here, and while we cannot hold them forever without some profit
to ourselves, it has been agreeable all along for you to order the use of these negatives.
We have been here for twenty years, and I know of no one who has ever complained or accused
us of not living up to our promises and contracts. Usually we have leaned too far toward the
customers opinion at substantial losses to ourselves.
With reference to the detail cost of making corrections on each map, this I am unable to do
without the copies showing the corrections. You will remember they were returned to you.
The maps which require new parts as well as eliminations cost the most. The negative artist time
who does this work costs us $2.25 an hour, which, of course, is not only his salary, but it is an all
inclusive cost, which takes in his non-productive time and all the other elements of costs.
Including the time it takes to determine how best to make each correction on each item and the
actual corrections there is not less than eleven hours, maybe more of work. Not a profitable
venture, when you consider the risk of the possibility of it taking considerably longer.
If any negatives were given you, it was in strict violation of rules and trade practices unless a
separate price for the negatives is made and sold as such. If there were no rules, it would not be
long before some one would want the presses they are printed on.
It is possible that in some cases, it would cost less to make the correction on the black prints
which Mr. Rook recommended. If you will send the maps showing the corrections, we will
advise you which ones might be corrected at a less cost on the black print. The two color maps
should be corrected on the negative if at all possible.
If you prefer to deal with Mr. Diegelman or Mr. Rook, there is no objection on my part in your
doing so, however, it is necessary to remember that we cannot yield to desires or demands that
are going to be a definite loss to us for these two gentlemen want to be paid each week, and it’s
my worry to see to it that they can be paid, and that can continue only if profitable operations are
maintained.
You may be sure that you or anyone else will get as good or better treatment here than elsewhere,
and what ever the price maybe, you will get more for your money at the Washington Planograph
than you will elsewhere. These things I know to be the fact, for we live that way.
June 1, 1940. W. M. Dore, Mountain View Camps, Monson, Maine, to Myron Avery [Handwritten]
Dear Sir:
The signs arrived sometime last winter and I put them up in the proper place some time ago.
The lumber operations at Vaughan Stream has stopped, but the Chairback range is being pulped,
all the white trail from Perham’s Camp to East Chairback Pond has been cut away to widen the
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road, it should be repainted, before the summer is done. I think the most of the Chairback trail
will be obliterated as they plan on a hundred men in that section.
{Copy Heard, Stephenson}
June 3, 1940. Arthur Fogg, 63 Pleasant Avenue, Portland, Maine, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:The attached clipping, printed in this morning's paper will give you the brief facts to let you
know that we have covered the section of the Appalachian Trail from the Kennebec River to
Lake Moxie, and that the trail is not likely to require further attention, as regards maintenance,
this season. While we will send the formal report to Mr. Heard, I thought you would be
personally interested to know what we had done. In general, we found the trail in good condition.
We repainted practically all the white paint marks, and in some cases added new paint marks
where it seemed advisable. I do not know who maintained this section before we visited it, but I
assume that a company from the C.C.C. had been over it, which doubtless accounted for it's
being well cleared throughout. As a telephone line follows the trail for the entire distance, this is
in itself a reliable sign that one is still on the trail. Commencing at Caratunk, we drove in to
Pleasant Pond, noting the paint and markers on the way, and giving them attention where
required. Leaving the cars at the end of passable road, we continued on foot with our equipment.
Each man in the party of five attended to one particular thing, such as painting, replacing
markers, bushing, etc. From Pleasant Pond to the summit, we found the trail in good condition,
and well worn. From the summit easterly to Lake Moxie, it was wide, and mostly clear, but
showed little signs of foot travel. Apparently this end had not been much used by hikers.
The foot path was not perceptible much of the way, and the footing rough, although the course of
the trail was perfectly plain.
About a mile before reaching the lake, we came to the swamp where beavers had been working,
and had to cross much boggy and somewhat overflowed ground. I find through inquiries at Lake
Moxie that the beavers have been there for years, so the condition of the trail is probably not a
new one. It is quite possible that the animals have done additional work so that perhaps the trail
is wetter than heretofore. Apparently the trail was put through this section while beavers were
already there. One can jump from mound to mound and get through, but with some wet feet. The
only thing I could suggest at this point would be the placing of logs for stepping places, or a
relocation of the trail farther south and around the boggy region.
We replaced many of the metal markers, as some were of the varnished type and others with the
lettering completely obliterated. I would think we used about 40 markers. One quart of paint
sufficed for all the painting, the former paint being in good condition. We liked the paint you
sent very much. It covers well, and goes a long way, and spreads smoothly. We were careful to
mark junctions and turns, and feel that our work was thorough. On account of not having all the
necessary tools with us, there were some logs which we could not remove in the time we had at
our disposal. None of these were serious obstacles. There was only one place where blowdowns
interfered, and we cleared this quite well before leaving the scene.
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The telephone at Troutdale Station, (abandoned) is disconnected, and anyone needing to cross
the lake would need to telephone from some private camp.
The abandoned railroad bed is now maintained as a private automobile road from Lake Moxie
Station southward to Troutdale, and ends a few miles farther on. Thus it is possible to get out of
Troutdale by automobile by arrangement.
There is a rumor existent that the rails are to be replaced on the abandoned right of way, due to
war exigencies, to give the Canadian Pacific R.R. an outlet into the States. (They used to connect
with the M.C.R.R. at Somerset Junction about 30 miles north of Troutdale). Of course this is
merely conjecture as to whether this railroad project will materialize or not.
So much for the report on the A.T. If there are any specific questions you would like to ask,
please do so.
______________________________________________
Our club has also, on a previous work-trip, gone over the trail on Tumbledown Mt., and put it in
firstclass condition for 1940. This has had quite general use, according to the names left in our
register, and shows evidence that it is destined to become a popular route up the mountain. I
think you would find it quite up to A.M.C. standards, as regards trails. Hope you will have an
opportunity to visit it.
[News clipping:] Mountain Climbers Work on Trail. Gilbert E. Tisdale, Vernon W. Everett,
Jr., Raymond H. Blanchard, Jr., George P. LaBorde and Arthur M. Fogg of the Eastern States
Mountain Club passed the week-end doing maintenance work on the Appalachian Trail between
the Kennebec River and Lake Moxie. They re-painted signs and cleared the trail. The program
included climbing Mount Pleasant, 2,480 ft. in the Forks Plantation. Saturday night was passed
in camp at Lake Moxie.
{Miss Park circulate this to Stephenson, Heard, Stubbs, Sawyer, Avery with copy of my reply.}
June 3, 1940. Fred Clifford, Clifford’s Sporting Camps, Rainbow Lake, to Myron Avery
[More of Fred’s famous hand-writing]
Friend Avery;
I see you have changed your Address. It may be a good thing once in awhile. I have two Kokadjo
and Millinocket. I am in Millinocket tonight going back the first thing in the morning. Have been
pretty busy the last 3 weeks with fishermen but getting quiet again now. I my garden to plow yet,
although I have some things started in my hot house.
The road is drying out again can get to work at it again by the time the farming is done.
We work about 6 hours two of us all ready or 12 hours cutting out the fallen logs in the road up
the lake. It’s good now but the grass and bushes will be growing again soon.
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I suppose we ought to go over some time this month to get the rest of the green stuff and the first
of Aug. for the grass at the River and between the camps.
June 3, 1940. Myron Avery to Walter B. Hamilton, Map Draftsman, State Highway
Commission, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Mr. Hamilton:
Thank you for your letter of May 27th. I can quite appreciate the situation referred to in the first
paragraph of your letter.
As soon as I have heard from the officials in charge of the State-wide Planning Survey, I shall
make inquiry about the new route map of the State. If you should learn when it is finished and
would drop me a note in that connection, I should be very much obliged.
June 4, 1940. Myron Avery to W. M. Dore, Mountain View Camps, Monson, Maine.
Dear Mr. Dore:
I have your letter of June 2nd.
I am very sorry indeed to learn that lumbering is going on on the Chairback-Barren Range. I was
afraid that it would happen some time. That was a magnificent section of Trail.
Mr. Hamlin wrote me last fall that he didn't think that the intended pulp operations would reach
up high enough to damage the Trail. It seems as if plans have gone farther since then.
1 suppose there isn't much to do except to see what we can do after the operations cease and
learn what the wreckage is. I am writing Mr. Hamlin again about it--to see if in any way they
would not cut above the Trail or will leave it clear.
We will look after the matter of repainting from Perhams to East Chairback. I wish very much
you would keep me posted on what happens and where they are cutting. I will be up in late
August but until then I shall depend on you to keep me posted. We shall need to warn Trail users.
We will include it in the Supplement to the Maine Guide that we are getting out.
I shall count on hearing from you.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and mailed during his absence.
Copy to Mr. Heard, Miss Stephenson
June 5, 1940. Myron Avery to Earl W. Perham, Long Pond Camps, Katahdin Iron Works,
Maine.
Dear Mr. Perham:
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Since writing my letter to you of May 27th, I have heard that pulpwood operations have started
on the Barren-Chairback Range and that the Trail from your camps to East Chairback Pond has
been widened so that all the blazes are gone. What kind of a road is it? If they make it a log
hauler road, it will make it difficult to keep open and use it afterwards as a trail.
I am writing to Mr. Hamlin about the matter again to see if perhaps the Trail on the ridge can be
kept clear. This development will change our trail plans as far as the needed work is concerned,
in that, instead of those specific things discussed with you, we had better try to keep the route
open. For instance, it might be well if you would repaint, in the same way as we did before, the
blazes from your camp to East Chair-back. We left plenty of paint at the camps.
If there is anything which you can do with the woods boss to keep them from filling the trail with
the tops, I know you will do it.
I shall count on your keeping me posted as to what goes on.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and mailed during his absence to avoid delay.
June 5, 1940. Earl Perham, Long Pond Camps, Katahdin Iron Works, Maine, to Myron
Avery [Hand-written]
Dear Sir:
Your letter of May 27th. We have only been at camp a wk. and a half so haven’t got to going yet
very fast.
Mr. Thomas Ranney is cutting pulp a 2 to 3 yr. operation his camp is located in camp yard on
west pond brook on West Chairback trail. They are cutting this yr. on Columbus and Chairback
range. They are using the White line to East Chairback pond for their main road most of the way.
Most of the tree markings are cut down. They promised not to leave any brush in the trails but
they will be quite blind for new app. hikers this yr. I think the best way for all hikers coming
from Bodfish would be to take my blue line. As far as the trail work goes I will do all I can as
fast as I can but I am without an extra man this yr. so that leaves me more to do alone.
Do you still think you want me to clear out Columbus and Third Mt.? If so I will try to get over it
as soon as possible. I will clear out my blue line and over Barren to Bill Dore’s blue line 1st. I
don’t think it would do much good this yr. to put any new signs up, but if you say so I will do the
best I can with them.
Hoping to year from you soon in reply to this letter,
June 5, 1940. Myron Avery to E. M. Hamlin, The American Thread Company, Milo, Maine.
Dear Mr. Hamlin:
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You may recall my letter to you of September 11, 1939, with respect to the proposed lumber
operations on T.7 R.9 on the Barren-Chairback Range. In reply you wrote me on September 19th,
a copy of which for your ready reference I enclose.
Apparently the contemplated operations have developed considerably since last fall. I have just
learned that the Trail from Perham’s Camp to East Chairback Pond is the log hauler road of the
operations and that it is expected that the whole ridge will be cut off. This brings up the situation
which I wrote about in my letter of September 11, 1939. This section of Trail is a magnificent
route and, if cut out and filled up with tops, can never be restored, I fear. We quite appreciate the
situation and also the problems in getting a cutting crew to observe office directions, but I should
like to bring the matter before you again as I outlined it in my letter of September 11th.
First: Would it be possible to not cut out the Trail strip?
Secondly: If cutting extends beyond and above the Trail route, could the woods boss be
instructed to keep the tops out of the Trail and damage it as little as possible?
To reclear a trail or route cut over is, as you know, an almost impossible task after it is once
filled up.
1 know that you appreciate our problems and our concern over the situation and will aid us in
any way possible.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and mailed during his absence to avoid delay
June 5, 1940. A. L. Saul, A. L. Sauls Planograph Co., Washington, D.C., to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have to apologize to you for the delay in replying to your letter of May 23 due to a new
stenographer filing the letter before it was answered.
We suggest that the Second Supplement to GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN
MAINE be retyped on eight (8) pages using our large type and reduced to a page size of 6 x 9,
saddle stitched on 60# white offset paper.
On this basis we can produce
300 Supplements for $19.50
500 Supplements for $21.00
including typing. Composition for title page if required, extra.
Just at the time we produced the Silver Aisle for you we were in the throes of labor difficulties
which accounts for the fact that the reproductions were not up to par. This has now been
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completely ironed out for some time and we are quite sure we would not have the same difficulty
again.
I will write your again tomorrow concerning the maps sent with your letter.
[Saul enclosed a sample of his suggested type format, not transcribed here.]
June 5, 1940. Myron Avery to Leon Potter, The Antler’s Camps, Millinocket, Maine.
Dear Leon:
Glad to have your letter of May 22nd. Since writing you, I have made arrangements to get
enlargements of the black and white photos and hope to get them off to you soon. The best views,
however, were in the colored slides and the movies and unless we can bring them up some time,
we will have to wait until you make your next trip to New York and hide out in the telephone
booth for a few days.
Glad to get all the news. Lumbering seems to be our trouble everywhere. Pulp operations on the
Barren-Chairback Range promise trouble for us.
1 don't recall much pine on the Joe Mary side trail beyond Cooper Pond, so that Ladd's
operations there may not bother the trail to Joe Mary Mtn. I hope it doesn't affect things along
the Cooper Brook Road. We weren't to pay anything for any bridge but, of course, the thing to do
is to see what the lumber company does. If we need to, we can shift our blazes a bit to follow
their road to the brook crossing.
When you write me some time, give me Greenhalgh’s address, as I have misplaced it.
Keep me posted as to what happens, where Ladd cuts, and if he interferes with our route from
Cooper Brook to the Campground. We may have trouble in there with the cutting.
Expect to see you in late August. With best regards to yourself and Mrs. Potter,
June 5, 1940. Myron Avery to J. Viles Wing, Chief Fire Warden, Dead River District,
Flagstaff, Maine.
Dear Mr. Wing:
Your letter of May 14th has Just reached me. I appreciate very much your sending me these
views of Bigelow in the winter. One would never recognize it as the sane mountain. I would like
to get up there in the winter some time.
We need, for our Appalachian Trail publicity, good winter views of the Trail in Maine. Some of
your views are so fine that I am wondering if you would lend us the negatives for a few days to
make some enlargements.
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I assume that you regularly receive Appalachian Trailway News as a member of the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club. While the editor has a lot of pictures on hand for cuts, I shall show her
these, as she may want a winter scene.
I trust that I shall see you some time when I am up in that region.
Again thanking you for the photos,
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written during his absence and mailed to avoid delay.
Copy to Mr. Taylor
June 6, 1940. Lawson Reeves, Dryden, Maine, to Myron Avery [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
I spent four days over the week-end with my group on the A.T.
We traveled from Second Sandy River Pond route 4 to the top of Spaulding Mt. We painted the
trail both ways from the look-out tower on Saddleback to the lean-to on Spaulding Mt. We also
cleared this section and to the top of the side trail on Spaulding.
The whole distance of about 18 miles was in very good condition. We found one place on the
west side of Saddleback Jr. that had not been cleared from the hurricane. This was really bad for
maybe 200 yds. We cleared this out in good shape and marked it well. However, we left eight
large logs which could be cleared best with a crosscut saw. These were either high enough to
walk under or low enough to step over and should not interfere in any way.
There is also a similar situation on the west side of Saddleback Mt. (Bates Outing Club). Here
about 8 or 10 large trees are down, just below timber line. The trail is well cleared and marked
through them too. Warden uses this trail daily.
We erected the cairns on the Mountain tops and built about as many additional ones as were built
before.
I have notified Mr. Helon Taylor that I will also take over the section from Oberton Stream to
Bigelow. He is pleased to be relieved of it so he can devote more time eastward. Have notified
Mr. Heard.
There is about 2 or 3 miles of old logging roads from Oberton Stream towards Spaulding that the
young raspberry bushes are coming in. We did not carry a “lively weeder” or bush scythe so
could not cut them this trip. They will cause no difficulty this year but will have to be cut on our
next trip up or will cause trouble another year.
We built a foot bridge and some corduroy over the brook at the Poplar Ridge lean-to as it was
exceedingly wet there.
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From all appearances this section is used but slightly. I would suggest that a quart jar with
registry sheets be left at either the Spaulding or Poplar Ridge leantoes so as to give us a check on
just how many do travel the trail here. This would also satisfy people’s desire to leave their
names and eliminate the scribbling and carving of names on the logs. What is your reaction?
If the C.C.C. does build latrines etc., I would suggest that they also build a dining table and seats,
as at other shelters, at the Poplar Ridge leanto. This leanto is in the midst of a very bad area for
down timber as the result of the hurricane. Great care should be exercised with fire and smoking
here as it is a fire trap.
If we had had more time we would have cleared out a small area around the shelter and burned
the brush in small lots at the fire place. We did clear up a little but not enough.
On June 1 and 2 we encountered snow in the deep softwoods on the mountain sides up to 4 ft.
deep in places and packed hard enough to hold a man with a heavy pack. In the more open
softwoods we slumped through 8 to 10 inches of snow slush. The hardwood ridges were all bare
and the trees just coming out in leaf.
We noted the site of the proposed trail up Mt. Abraham. We feel that our group can help put this
in and it might be possible for us and Helon Taylor to join together when you are here this
summer. I am free every Sat. and Sun. In other words we can leave home late Friday afternoon
and arrive at the Spaulding leanto before dark and leave late Sunday afternoon to return home or
about 1 ¾ days work on this side trail. It seems to me the whole could be completed in this
length of time.
I have sent my report to Mr. Heard.
Dr. Sawyer gave me the paint and markers for our work. We ran short of paint and had to
economize. Helon Taylor has promised me additional paint and a weeder. I do not know whether
he has any blue paint or not.
The paint was much too thick. Had we known, we could have thinned it with nearly a pint of
linseed oil to a quart of paint. It was so thick it was hard to apply and did not go so far.
Should it be impossible for me to join you on the trail this summer, kindly note carefully our
work and the condition of this section and make whatever suggestions you think will be
beneficial to the project.
June 7, 1940. A. L. Saul, President, A. L. Sauls Planograph Co., Washington, D.C. to
Myron Avery
Dear Sir:
We have your letter of June 6 and as requested are returning the carbon copy of your SECOND
SUPPLEMENT herewith.
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If you retype the SUPPLEMENT we can reproduce it as follows:
300 copies for $16.50
500 copies for $18.00
Juno 8, 1940. Myron Avery to Arthur M, Fogg, 63 Pleasant Avenue, Portland, Maine.
Dear Mr. Fogg:
Your letter of June 3rd has been forwarded to me at New York, I very much appreciate your
pains to write me in detail as to the conditions on the Trail between the Kennebec and Moxie
Pond. Such letters afford me a very full account of the situation and are most helpful.
As you concluded, the last work on this Trail was by the CCC in 1937. Travel from Pleasant
Pond to the fire tower (which is used in some seasons) keeps that part of it in fair shape. The
greatest danger lies in the growth of hardwood sprouts on the lower east slopes. I think it was
two years ago when I was last there. It was then in good shape. I put in the painted mile markers.
(There are none on the gravel road.) I assume you found those and repainted them. They have to
be touched up frequently to keep them conspicuous.
The beaver situation disturbs me. Beaver and lumbering are our troubles in Maine. In the last two
years the beaver between the Penobscot and Joe Mary gave much trouble until they were trapped
out in 1938-9. If they become too numerous, that may happen in this section. The trail was clear
when I was there. But the beaver works were nearby and I had a note to watch this area as
possibly requiring work. Of course, now it would seem wetter than in the summer. This is the
first word that I have had, however, that the beaver have actually overflowed the Trail. If the
situation persists, as you say, it may be necessary to relocate here, although I should prefer not to.
Perhaps in three or four months you can take another look at the area and then see if a small
rerouting would get the Trail out of their working area. If you do, be sure to take some black
paint to eliminate the old blazes.
I had regarded the old field where one turns off from the railroad tracks as a danger point and
perhaps one which would require in summer some use of the weeder to indicate a path into the
woods. This section may seem more ingrown in summer. Hope you will be able to look at it then.
I assume you checked the paint blazes—or will the next time—up U. S. Route 201 down to the
water’s edge on the east side of the Kennebec. Painting blazes on telephone poles is the effective
way of marking here. Creosote poles seem to absorb the paint fast. Of course, no markers are
put on poles.
Our experience with the varnished markers has been a sad one. We thought the varnish would
project the lettering. To the contrary, it pulls the lettering off. So you will do well to replace them
as fast as possible.
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The abandonment of the telephone line at the Troutdale Narrows is a guidebook correction.
Would one have to telephone now from Caratunk for the camps to be on the watch for him?
I did not know that the railroad had been converted into a road below (south of) Troutdale. This
means a change in the Guidebook. do you know how far the conversion extends? Your comment
as to the railroad situation is most interesting.
I am glad to note that in due course a formal report will go to Mr. Heard. Be sure to note in it the
beaver situation.
Presume you receive Trailway News and have the recent issue of the Trail Manual.
I note what you write about your Tumbledown Trail. I have very much in mind that I am going
to make that trip.
With best regards to Mr. LaBorde and yourself,
{Stephenson, Heard, Stubbs, Sawyer}
June 8, 1940. Myron Avery to Paul A. Heideke, Washington Planograph Company,
1220 North Capitol Street, Washington, D.C.
Dear Sir:
Your letter of May 31st.
The matter stands on my letter of May 28th. The payment was tendered and accepted, not on
account but on the terms of that letter.
Whenever you are prepared to place these negatives where the element of breach of contract
therewith is eliminated, we shall be glad to discuss the matter with you. Until you are willing to
make some such arrangement, there is no use of further correspondence. If we have these
negatives where we know they will be preserved, we will give you a fair opportunity to get
future work on the basis of bids.
This closes all matters as far as we are concerned.
June 8, 1940. Myron Avery to Robert G. Stubbs, Maine Forest Service
Dear Mr. Stubbs:
I have been delayed in replying to your letter of May 27th by reason of my absence from New
York.
I find it difficult to reply to your letter, for I cannot understand the reason for any difficulty here.
If I have unwittingly been the occasion for placing anyone in an embarrassing position, it is a
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matter of extreme regret to me. Fortified, however, with many years of contact with so-called
Federal and State bureaucracy in all forms, I am unable to guess what could have given rise to a
situation such as your letter implies.
The Appalachian Trail Conference cooperates with Federal and State agencies in supplying data
for maps. Our trail route is on the Maine Highway maps and on most oil company maps. As a
recreational feature of the State, on which the State and Federal Governments have expended
considerable amounts, I could hardly believe that the Highway Planning Survey would not want
to incorporate the Trail route. I wished to pass the Trail location on to the Survey. Hence, since
you were at Augusta, I asked you to obtain the maps for me. I have indicated the data on the
maps which have gone forward with an unacknowledged letter to Mr. Greenleaf. This seems to
be the situation. For imparting to the survey the facts as to the Appalachian Trail route, the fault
is mine only, although I am at a loss to understand therein the element of the reprehensible. I can
hardly understand that it would be a fault to transmit the data to the Survey.
This seems to be all there is to the matter except the inquiry I made in the next to the last
paragraph of my letter to Mr. Greenleaf. I should expect a reply to this in due course. Our Guidebook will not appear until next year and my inquiry related to a possible copying of control
features indicated on the maps. I did not ask permission to reproduce, facsimile, a State-Wide
Planning map or credit the map to it.
I do not feel that you have placed me in any position or subject to censure, for I am unable to
appreciate that exception can to properly taken to my desire to impart this information to the
Survey. If its officials desire, we can forget the existence of its maps, the desirability of having
plotted the Appalachian Trail route, or the Survey itself.
I am following your example of sending a copy of this letter to Mr. Greenleaf.
Copy to Mr. Greenleaf
June 8, 1940. Helon Taylor to Myron Avery [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
The 14th-15th and 16th will be a busy week-end for me. June is our best fishing and just at that
time my Chief and the Deputy north of me will be away, so I will have two districts to tend.
However I will try to meet you at Caratunk and go as far as Pierce Pond with you. I can not put
in more than half a day and should be back on my district by 6 P.M.
July 4th will be as bad or worse for me to get away.
I can meet you any time after 9 A.M. and will have to leave Caratunk by 5 P.M. anyway. I will
have to put in morning and evening on the brooks to make up for the day. Let me know what
time to expect you.
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June 9, 1940. John V. Wing, Maine Forest Service, Flagstaff, Maine, to Myron Avery
[Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
Enclosed please find negatives which I am very pleased to lend you for enlargements.
I have a great many pictures taken in this region both summer and winter. Sometime when you
are here I will be glad to go over them with you and if there are any that you think might interest
the A.P.C. members I will be glad to lend them to you.
P. S. Our Mt. Bigelow watchman has the A.P. Trail all cut out from Ledge House to Horns Pond.
June 10, 1940. Myron Avery to Ben L. Hadley, Assistant Superintendent, Acadia National
Park, Bar Harbor, Maine.
Dear Ben:
I presume that you are getting well under way with your year’s work. I am wondering if, since
our last correspondence, you have had any opportunity to do anything on the matter of the leanto program.
We expect to get out next year a new and final edition of Guide to the Appalachian Trail in
Maine. I should like to have it predicated upon the existence of a through Trail in Maine
completely equipped with lean-tos. That is why I had hoped so much that it would be possible to
get the program under way this summer, so that it would be well along toward completion.
I know that you have the matter very much in mind and will do all that is possible. I shall be in
Maine for Bowdoin Commencement on June 14 and 15. If you think that a conference would
help carry matters ahead, I should be glad to try to be at Bar Harbor or any other place you might
suggest on either Sunday or Monday. I will be in New York through Thursday and if there are
any developments in the matter, I wish you would let me know at the address given below and I
will be guided accordingly.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and mailed during hims absence to avoid delay.
Copy to Mr. Greene
June 10, 1940. Myron Avery to Everett F. Greaton, Executive Secretary, Maine
Development Commission, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Everett:
Miss Stephenson, Director of the publicity for the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, has just
handed to me a carbon of the self-explanatory story with respect to the installation of the
registration cylinder on Katahdin. You may recall that this was discussed at the Katahdin
Conference but it has only been possible to secure the cylinder during the past week. Miss
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Stephenson is sending this story, with illustrations, to the Portland Sunday Telegram as a feature
story. Mr. Williamson expects to install the cylinder around June 30th and the item will go to the
Sunday Telegram at that time. As it is a matter connected with Katahdin, I thought that you
would like to know of what we are trying to do in this connection. Miss Stephenson suggested
that I send you the story. She did not have in mind that it would be material for a news release
from the Publicity Bureau, as it seemed to be more of a feature type of article. In a little while we
expect to have some material to send to you on the Trail in Maine for release through your very
effective Development Commission channels.
The cylinder brings back to mind the question of what progress you have been able to make in
the matter of the manufacture of the signs for Katahdin. Your last note to me stated that you were
trying to get it set up as a CCC project. As I have heard nothing from you, I have rather assumed
that you have been disappointed both on the score of getting the signs made at some Youth
Administration Camp or by the CCC. This I Judge means that even if the signs could be made at
once, they would hardly be completed for installation before next year.
Do you know what happened to the Maine exhibit? You will recall that you wrote me that it was
being dismantled some time ago and that instructions had been given to send the board with the
Appalachian Trail material to Mr. Hayden. I am sorry to trouble a busy man but we are in sore
need of this material and if you could follow up the matter, it would be of very great help to us.
Mr. Hayden has just completed the Trail exhibit. It is a three piece affair; the center consists of a
very striking diorama featuring a lean-to. This was done by a specialist and the value of the
production would be something like $400 or $500. Below it is a statement on the Trail. One
panel has all of the Trail publications; the other the Trail maps. Mr. Hayden has agreed, if we
furnish to him the material, to make an extra panel which would specialize on Maine, thus with
this interchangeable panel, this would make a splendid exhibit seeming to feature Maine.
For this reason, in order not to lose advantage of the opportunity, I am most anxious to try to get
this panel in Mr. Hayden's hands. Anything which you can do on this score would be of great
help to us.
I shall be in Maine for the Bowdoin Commencement on June 14th and 15th. If by coming to
Auburn over the week-end we could facilitate any of the matters which I have mentioned, I
should be very glad to do so. If you think that this would be of any value, I hope you can let me
hear from you before Thursday of this week at the address given below.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and mailed during his absence to avoid delay.
{Copy Hayden}
June 10, 1940. Fred W. Chadwick. West Branch Ponds Camps, Kokadjo, Maine, to Myron
Avery [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
In answer to your letter.
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The ice went out the 14th of May. The Spring has been cold, rainy and damp. A few warm days
during May, two or three.
Black flies are here, the fishing is good.
We have the signs up and the trail was cleared last Fall. Plan to mow the trail later, when the
leaves come out.
June 11, 1940. Robert Stubbs to Myron Avery
Dear Avery:
I expect to be in Brunswick on Saturday the 15th. If you expect to be there and you desire to go to
Caratunk after the Commencement Exercises or sometime Saturday, we will drive back right
straight through to Caratunk or any other destination in the north woods.
With reference to Mr. Greenleaf of the State Planning Board and my correspondence with him, I
will say that I have heard nothing further about our maps or their complaints as to the use which
we have made of them. I think the whole thing is a pretty small display of pettiness.
{P.S. I have written to Mr. Moorehead sending him all the maps and information which you
suggested. I trust that he is able to arrange a satisfactory trip. Also suggested that he see or talk
with our chief warden Mr. York.}
June 11, 1940. Myron Avery to E. G. Amos, Chief, Division of Hazard Reduction,
New England Forest Emergency Project, Wendall Phillips Building, Boston, Massachusetts.
Dear Mr. Amos:
You will recall that when I was last in Boston you were planning to go to Maine to talk over
local matters with Forest Commissioner Rendall. At that time the matter of the new location of
the Jefferson CCC Camp had not been determined.
It was my understanding at that time that the matter of CCC work on the Trail in Maine was not
considered by you to be a closed issue but that you would reconsider it on the basis of the
considerations which I urged at that time. I particularly suggested that the work could be deferred
until the completion of the projects in which Commissioner Rendall had manifested particular
interest.
As I have had no further word from you, I am wondering if your visit to Maine has been delayed.
1 am planning to be in Maine on the 14th and 15th for the Bowdoin College Commencement. I
will be in Boston on the early morning of June 14th and I had thought that I would drop in at
your office somewhere shortly after nine o'clock in order to learn the present situation.
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You know, of course, that we regard this matter as of vital concern to us and we hope that it will
be possible to work out some arrangement so that in due course this program may be completed.
I shall be in New York through Thursday and if you are not going to be available in Boston at
that time, I would appreciate your writing me at the address given below.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and mailed during his absence to avoid delay.
Copy to Stubbs, Sawyer, Greene
June 12, 1940. Myron Avery to John V. Wing, Chief Fire Warden, Dead River District,
Flagstaff, Maine.
Dear Mr. Wing:
I have your letter of June 9th, enclosing the seven negatives. It may be a month or so before I can
get the enlargements made but I shall take good care of the negatives.
When I am next in that vicinity, I should like to see your negatives.
I am very glad indeed to know that already your fire warden has The Appalachian Trail cut from
the Ledge House to Horns Pond. He is on the job early; that is fine. Mr. Taylor said he supplied
him with paint and markers last summer, so I assume that he has all that is required for any
repainting, etc. I see from your letter that you consider this maintenance a regular part of the
watchman’s duties. We are glad to have this responsibility fixed. Does the watchman go down to
Bigelow Village on his maintenance work? As you may have noticed from Trailway News, Mr.
Lawson Reeves has taken over trail maintenance from Bigelow Village to Saddleback. He
reports it in good shape after his work trip, except for raspberry bushes on the old tote roads.
Beyond Saddleback the Bates Outing Club, under Professor Sawyer, has charge of the
maintenance.
I shall appreciate your keeping me informed.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and mailed during his absence to avoid delay.
Copy to Taylor, Stubbs, Heard, Sawyer, Greene, Warner, Stephenson
Dear Osborne: Please note this information. In the future you may want to write Wing for the
Bigelow section, writing him letter of explanation as to purpose of reports.
M.H.A.
Dear Helon:
With the Forest Service watchmen doing this maintenance and Mr. Wing regarding it as his job,
it relieves you of everything on Bigelow except The Bigelow Range Trail. That is, if the Forest
Service takes it from the Horns Pond to Bigelow Village. Perhaps they will take this over too,
leaving you more time for the section between the Kennebec and Ledge House. Why not
approach Wing on taking the A.T. from Horns Pond to Bigelow Village?
M.H.A.
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June 12, 1940. Myron Avery to E. W. Perham, Long Pond Camps, Katahdin Iron Works.
Maine.
Dear Mr. Perham:
Your letter of June 5th crossed mine of the same date.
I’m glad to have your letter, which gives me a good idea of what we may expect. I hope that
these operations will not curtail your business too much. It happens at a tough time--just when
you are getting matters well started.
It is at least a help to have the contractor promise not to fill up the trails. Usually they do and it is
almost impossible to open them again. The worst part of it is the cutting down of trees right on
the Trail, spoiling the route. It is too much to hope that they would leave a strip and even if the
contractor agrees not to fill them in, what his choppers do is a different story.
If you have not put up any board signs, I would hold them until the cutting is over.
We are putting out a Supplement to our Guidebook and in that I am including your suggestion to
use the blue-blazed trail to your camps to avoid the lumbering, I am afraid that the lumbering
will keep people away, though.
As to the Trail work, as you suggest, those matters on the Barren-Chairback Range will have to
go. I think it best to ask you to put in the day on that Hay Brook section when the growth gets up
in late July and then devote the balance of the time and money we have to renewing marking and
any clearing that would keep the route open. The old blazes on the range were too large and too
many. We want them 5 x 2, conspicuously placed to hit the eye and one in sight of the other. I
am having sent to you our Trail Manual which contains photos of the proper size blazes. This
applies to any renewing if marking that you do.
So, if you will clear your blue-line and over Barren to Dore’s line, as you write, then in July go
on to Hay Brook, this would seem the best we can do except for that marking and opening you
need to do as the cutting goes by.
I expect to be in Maine for a few days in late August to look the situation over.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and mailed during his absence to avoid delay.
June 13, 1940. W. H. Sawyer, Bates College, to Myron Avery [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
Just received your note that you will be in Brunswick this week-end. We have our
Commencement this week too and the house here will be open all the time, so you can get the
wheel and your boots, etc. if you need them.
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Ten of us returned last night from work on the Bates section of A.T. We covered everything
except the trail up Saddleback. Feeling uncertain about the C.C.C., we not only marked, but cut
and mowed, and our section is now much cleaner than ever before, in fact it is in fine condition.
I hope very much to have a chance to see you while you are in Maine this week-end, so I can tell
you about it in detail. Why don’t you give me a ring on the ‘phone if you can come up to
Lewiston so I will be sure to be available?
June 14, 1940. E. M. Hamlin, Manager, The American Thread Company, Milo, Maine, to
Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Reply to your letter of June 5th. has been delayed until we received a report from our Forester,
who has just returned from T.7, R.9, N.W.P. He reports that the contractor, Mr. T. S. Ranney, his
Foreman, and workmen are all impressed with the necessity of keeping all trails clear and he
says that, so far as the cutting has progressed, the trails are in better shape than they were before
the cutting started. We shall hope to maintain this standard throughout.
Our Mr. Curran also spotted a reserved area around the Long Pond Camps, so-called, (Earl W.
Perham, Proprietor).
{Copy Perham, Dore, Harry Davis, Stubbs, Sawyer, Heard, Stephenson, Philbrick, Warner}
June 14, 1940. Myron Avery to A. L. Sauls Planograph Company, 909 E Street, N.W.,
Washington, D.C.
Gentlemen:
I refer to your letter of June 7th, returning the manuscript in reply to my letter of June 6th. I have
made some changes to the original manuscript and it is now in order for reproduction. I wish to
arrange to have it typed by you. I believe your quotation for 500 copies was $21.00 or $21.50.
Please advise whether or not this quotation stands for the revised manuscript and within what
period of time you can deliver the printed booklets. I assume that, after the copying has been
done and proofread at your office, a copy will be forwarded to me for review. I would expect to
return it within a day or so.
June 15, 1940. Myron Avery to John Vondell, Esq., Chairman, New England Trail
Conference, Massachusetts State College, Amherst, Massachusetts.
Dear John:
Your letter of June 7th.
I am pleased to hear from you again and know that things are going well.
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I wrote Mr. Hamlin my earnest commendation of your efforts on "New England Trails". In fact, I
thought it so good that I asked that copies he sent to all the Appalachian Trail Board.
Unfortunately, my request was late.
It is a little hard to write "hot stuff” on Maine just now, for the ice has just gone and the snow
hasn’t been out of the woods long. Also, one or two projects are in an incomplete state. The
matter of further CCC work this year and the completing of the lean-to chain between
Nahmakanta and Moxie Bald Mtn. are in the course of development. As a consequence, this is an
inopportune time to report matters. However, I am sending you a tentative account of several
matters. You will see that data is missing on some of them. I concluded to send you an advance
copy now. You can return it to me for final correction a few days before you need to use it. At
any rate, it will show you what I have to contribute.
You are, of course, at liberty to use all, none, or in any way you choose.
I am much interested in your negotiations for the Metawampe Club. Getting another organization
on the active roles in Massachusetts will be very much to the good. When final arrangements are
completed, they should be announced in Trailway News.
I will pass on to Hayden the good report of your letter as to Kodachromes. Since they can be
copied at a cost of a quarter each, the problem of duplicates can be solved.
Perhaps you can again play up this Kodachrome problem in your next issue as well as do
something for Trailway News along the lines of the editorial in the last issue to build up our
subscription records.
Since I started work here in December, as you can well imagine I have worked. I thought I
worked before too. Thanks to the people in Washington, we can keep the A.T. stuff moving, a
little slower perhaps, but still functioning.
Copy to Stephenson, Heard, Hayden, Anderson (Ned Anderson, Sherman, Gaylordsville, Conn.)
June 17, 1940. Myron Avery to Lawson Reeves, Box 62, Dryden, Maine.
Dear Mr. Reeves:
Your letter of June 6, 1940, has been forwarded to me. As the enclosed memorandum to the
Board of Managers indicates, I have transferred to New York and the address given below will
be my future mail address.
I appreciate very much your letter and I am glad you have written me at length. It helps greatly to
have the full account as set forth in your letter.
There is not much to say as to the trail conditions as you report them. I note you have sent a
report to Heard and we are changing the Maine assignments on our records and in Trailway
News to show the section from Bigelow Village to Saddleback as under your supervision. Mr.
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Taylor has a good supply of paint and markers. He wrote me that he would supply you. If you do
not receive it shortly, remind Mr. Taylor of it.
I note what you say about the paint. It is supposed to be manufactured according to Government
formula and should be consistent. We purposely want it thick so as to last and have a good
covering power. Your paint evidently went to the extreme. Usually the trouble is that it is too
thin and requires a second trip to make a long-lived blaze. We want it to be more of a pasta--not
to run too easily. I hope you will have no trouble on the next lot.
I haven’t seen Saddleback for two years but then the top needed more cairns. They are not
needed except in a fog, then when they are needed, they have to be close. You will, I judge, find
occasion to add more--to concentrate the travel. I have no doubt that between Bigelow Village
and Saddleback is as little traveled as any part of the Trail in western Maine. It is rough and wild
as well as hard to get into--a real he-man territory. That very quality makes it an outstanding
section,
As you will probably have read in the May Trailway News, to the mailing list of which we have
added your name, the Conference has placed half a dozen registration cylinders at key points on
the Trail. I should have liked to have placed them all in Maine but I doubt if the Board would
have permitted that. If you can add a register to your section, why of course it will be all to the
good.
I note that Mr. Taylor will furnish you with a Lively Lad weeder. Those raspberry bushes in the
tote-roads are quite a problem and should be worked on late in July.
This year I have to concentrate on checking as many sections of the A.T. as possible for the
forthcoming fourth edition of the Maine Guide. I also have work to do in the south. I want to be
in on the trail work if the side trail to Mt. Abraham is put in, but whether I can spare the days this
summer may be doubtful. Of course, we want to make sure that the main Trail is in good order
before we add to the mileage.
Due to complicating factors, we have not as yet gotten the further CCC work authorized. If it
goes through, we shall certainly try to have your suggestions followed. Your comment as to fire
hazards around the Saddleback Junior Lean-to will be helpful to us in urging the necessity for
this work.
I will, of course, let you know if the program materializes.
If you can get at those bushes in July, I think it would help the appearance of the Trail greatly.
As I see it, this will be your worst problem.
I think I have covered the matters of your letter and until we have an opportunity to go over these
matters in person, I am…
Copy to Mr. Sawyer Mr. Taylor Mr. Greene Mr. Stubbs
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June 18, 1940. Myron Avery to the Officers of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club:
I wish to propose for membership in the Maine Appalachian Trail Club Mr. Lawson Reeves, Box
62, Dryden, Maine. Mr. Reeves, at the suggestion of Professor Sawyer, has undertaken the
maintenance of a section of The Appalachian Trail in Maine. His reports show not only
considerable interest but very intelligent work. The area that Mr. Reeves is assuming
maintenance for is from Bigelow Village to Saddleback Mountain, a distance of about 16 miles
of very difficult trail.
I also wish to propose Mr. Arthur M. Fogg, President of the Eastern States Mountain Club, and
Mr. George F. La Borde, of the same organization. Mr. Fogg and Mr. La Borde have been active
in Trail work and the Eastern States Mountain Club have recently assumed jurisdiction of the
Trail from Moxie Pond to the Kennebec River.
If there is no contrary indication, the Secretary will assume that these men have been elected to
membership.
Myron H. Avery, Overseer of Trails, Maine Appalachian Trail Club, United States Maritime
Commission, 15 Broadway, New York City.
June 18, 1940. J. F. Schairer, Secretary, to the Members of the Maine Appalachian Trail
Club:
As a member of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, there is being forwarded to you a copy of the
new two-color map of the Katahdin Region which is described in the enclosed prospectus.
We feel that this map will be of much value to those traveling in the Katahdin region and we
hope that you will call it to the attention of those interested in the area. If you can arrange to have
some note of the appearance of this map and its availability made in your local paper, it will be
of help in publicizing its appearance. The proceeds from the sale of the map will, of course, be
devoted to the next edition of GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE.
I assume that you duly received the minutes and list of members of the Maine Appalachian Trail
Club which were forwarded late last fall. A further report of the Trail situation will be sent to
Club members after the 1940 season.
I regret to say that Mr. Greene continues to be in poor health. His former activities are very much
missed on the Trail in Maine; however, he continues to take a very active interest in all Trail
matters.
Subsequent to the membership list sent out in the fall of 1939, Mr. Lawson Reeves, who now
maintains the Trail from Bigelow Village to Saddleback Mountain has been elected to
membership. Also elected to membership were Mr. Arthur M. Fogg and Mr. George F. La Borde,
of the Eastern States Mountain Club, which maintains the Trail from Moxie Pond to the
Kennebec River.
June 18, 1940.
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To be Sent to All the People who have ordered a Maine: Guide:
THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CONFERENCE
901 Union Trust Building
Washington, D.G.
NOTICE
SUPPLEMENT TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE
Recent developments and changes along The Appalachian Trail in Maine and at Katahdin are
noted in the Second Supplement ( ___pp) to GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN
MAINE, issued July, 1940, obtainable from The Appalachian Trail Conference, 901 Union Trust
Building, Washington, D.C. (15¢)/ (Supplement No. 1, 16pp., issued in 1939, is obtainable from
the Conference at a cost of 25¢.)
NEW TWO-COLOR MAP OF THE KATAHDIN REGION
Issued by the Maine Appalachian Trail Club (Inc.) and obtainable from The Appalachian Trail
Conference is a new two color contoured map of the Katahdin Region, embracing the same area
as the Katahdin Region Map in the third edition of the Maine Guide. This map includes, as an
insert, the sketch map of the Katahdin trails and has the data appearing on U.S.G.S. sheets
(Katahdin Quadrangle). It is the most recent and largest map of the Katahdin area (Price 50
cents). {The maps is “ x “.)
MAINE
The condition of The Appalachian Trail (266 m.) across Maine, the date when last cleared,
marked, reported on, and a note of any particular feature or development in each section appears
in the section “Trail Reports", contained in the May 1940 issue of Appalachian Trailway News.
(Obtainable from Appalachian Trail Conference, 901 Union Trust Building, Washington, D.C.;
subscription $1.00 per calendar year; 3 issues annually.) Recent developments and changes in the
Trail route in Maine and at Katahdin are contained in the 1940 Supplement to Guide to The
Appalachian Trail in Maine (July, 1940;_____ pp; 15¢). This Supplement brings up to date
matters contained in the 1939 Supplement (16 pp. 25¢). Both are obtainable from The
Appalachian Trail Conference.
In June, 1940, a large brass registration cylinder, made by George F. Betz, of the Potomac
Appalachian Trail Club, was installed on Katahdin, the northern terminus of The Appalachian
Trail. This is for the purpose of obtaining some record as to the number of climbers and weather
conditions in the region. The results obtained will be published in Trailway News. An account of
the project appeared in the
issue of the Portland Sunday Telegram.
Travelers in the Katahdin Region will find of much value the new two-color contoured Katahdin
Region Map, issued by the Maine Appalachian Trail Club (Inc.), This map,
x
, covers the
area of the Katahdin Region Map in the Maine Guidebook and includes, as an insert, an outline
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sketch map of the Katahdin trails. The map also includes the data appearing on the U.S.G.S.
Katahdin Quadrangle. It represents the largest and most recent map of the Katahdin area and is a
distinct contribution to the recreational facilities of Maine. It is obtainable from the Appalachian
Trail Conference at a cost of 50 cents.
Further subdivision of responsibility for Trail maintenance in Maine has been made. The Eastern
States Mountain Club has assumed jurisdiction for the Moxie Pond—Kennebec River section.
Lawson Reeves is now maintaining the Bigelow Village--Saddleback Mtn. area, adjacent to the
Bates Outing Club section.
As the ice left the Maine lakes in the middle of May and the woods have not been open for travel
long, this issue is not particularly opportune to report on 1940 Maine trail conditions. The
maintenance program for the entire route is being systematically carried out and reports have
been received that some of the 1940 maintenance work has already been completed.
Lumbering and beaver--the constant bane of Maine woods travel--have brought two new
problems. A lumber operation of two or three years duration has begun on the Barren-Chairback
Range. The Conference is making every effort to preserve the Trail route here, or at least keep it
open for travel. The landowner here has assured The Appalachian Trail Conference that the
contractor has been instructed to preserve the Trail route and the contractor has given assurances
that these directions will be heeded. Inquiry, however, should be made at the sporting camp at
each end of this section of Trail to determine the existing conditions.
Beaver have overflowed the trail to some extent on the east slope of Pleasant Pond Mtn.
The alternative Dead River Route between Pierce Pond and Mt. Bigelow has been abandoned
and the connecting blazes "blacked out”.
Lumber operations are also in progress over an area of a mile and a half west of Middle Carry
Pond and extreme care should be used here to follow the blazes.
A relocation is to be made between the Ledge House on Maine Highway 16 to West Carry Pond,
where there is still considerable hurricane damage on the original route. Travelers here should
temporarily follow Maine Highway 16 north to Dead River Post Office, then follow the West
Carry Pond Tote-road to West Carry Pond, continue a quarter of a mile east on the blue-blazed
trail, coming into the Appalachian Trail where it turns after its descent of Round Top Mtn.
There is also some unrepaired hurricane damage for a mile north of East Carry Pond.
New public accommodations are available at Monson and at Blanchard.
June 18, 1940. Arthur Fogg, Eastern States Mountain Club, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:-
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Replying to your letter of June 8, will say that I was glad to hear from you, and to learn some of
the facts regarding the Kennebec-Moxie Pond section of the A.T. I may have alarmed you
unnecessarily in regard to the condition of the trail near Moxie Pond, so am going to write this
letter to further amplify my statements.
I realize that our party went over this trail in a wet season, in fact there had been copious rainfall
just before our visit. This, of course, would tend to present a wet condition, and later in the
season I have no doubt that the trail would show a better condition. The beavers had backed up
some water, however, and I think their work was quite recent. It had not made the trail
impassable, as it was not flooded to make a pond, but merely considerable water standing in the
trail, which made it necessary to jump from hummock to hummock, or rocks and logs. I would
not think it necessary to take any immediate action there, but as you say, watch the situation for
developments.
I think it is doubtful if we can get another party over the trail this season. Caratunk is some
distance from Portland, and it is hard to get men up there in time to do much work in one day.
Most of our members have to work on Saturdays. It is only on occasional week-ends that we can
get two or three days together.
In regard to the paint blazes, we did check them from the waters edge of Moxie Pond to the bank
of the Kennebec. We did cover the section of the highway from Caratunk village to the crossing
of the Kennebec, about which you particularly inquired.
In regard to the railroad through Troutdale. I understand that it is converted into an automobile
road down as far as Baker's Siding, (or perhaps Barker's, am not sure of the name) and there it
ends, becoming in effect a dead-end road, which must be entered from the north end, at the old
Lake Moxie Station.
We did not find out the reason for discontinuance of the telephone at the old Troutdale Station.
There seemed to be no-one to ask, and I did not know who was responsible for it. Who paid for
the telephone there? At the present time, one could telephone from some of the other camps on
the west shore of the lake.
In my report to Mr. Heard, I mentioned all the facts which I have given you. If there are any
further questions you would like to ask, please do so.
June 18, 1940. For Trailway News
SUPPLEMENT TO GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE
Developments in Maine since the appearance of the First Supplement to the 1938 issue of
GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE are contained in the second Supplement
to the Guide, issued July, 1940, by The Appalachian Trail Conference. It contains
pages
and may be had by sending 15 cents to the Trail Conference. This brings up-to-date the first
Supplement issued in 1939 (25 cents).

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1940 – Compiled by David Field – Page

122

NEW KATAHDIN MAP
With a view of making available a large-scale map which would be an adequate guide for those
who wish to spend some time in the Katahdin area, the Maine Appalachian Trail Club has
materially improved its map of the Katahdin Region contained in the third edition of GUIDE TO
THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE. The new map is a two-color contoured map. This
process makes the trails and other features in the area prominent. As an insert there has been
included the sketch or diagram of the Katahdin trails to present an outline of the trail system of
the region which may be more quickly comprehended by its appearance apart from the other
features of the region. The data on the U.S.G.S. Katahdin sheet are included in the new Katahdin
Region Map, which may be had by sending 50 cents to The Appalachian Trail Conference.
Proceeds from the sale of this map will be used for reproduction of GUIDE TO THE
APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE and for work on The Appalachian Trail in Maine. The size
of the new map is
x
.
June 19, 1940. Charles Berry, Yoke Pond Camps, Via Kokadjo, Maine, to Myron Avery
[Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
I plan to go down Joe Mary way or Cooper Brook in a few days to see how the trail wintered and
see how many trees are across the trail.
Plenty of flies here now.
June 21, 1940. Myron Avery to E. G. Amos, New England Forest Emergency Project
Dear Mr. Amos:
I assume that my letter of June 11, 1940 has come to your attention. In that letter I set forth my
understanding of the situation as developed in my last discussion at Boston with you of these
matters. That is that the issue of any CCC work on the Appalachian Trail in Maine was not
deemed by you to be a closed issue but one for further consideration.
Your office replied to my letter of June 11, advising me that you would not be in Boston on June
14 and, as I thought it would be desirable to discuss the matter with both you and Mr. Clark, I
deferred my intended call until my return. On calling your office on the morning of the 17th, I
found that you were still away.
When I last discussed this matter with you, I dealt specifically with the conditions existing in the
section of the Trail where either the CCC side camp or the Forest Service Deficiency side camp
had covered the route to eliminate hurricane damage. You will recall I said that the section east
of Maine Highway 16 to the Kennebec River, some 20 miles, was not worked at all for hurricane
damage by either crew and I did not know its condition. On June 15th and 16th I made a trip over
this area with the thought of ascertaining the exact condition there prevailing.
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My first discussion of this matter with you was predicated upon a program (broken down in your
letter to Mr. Rendall) of four points, in completing the restoration of the Trail.
Apart from any consideration of the problem west of Maine Highway 16 I want to urge at this
time a very serious situation and the necessity for doing what was not done last year—i.e.,
eliminating the hurricane damage between Maine Highway 16 at Mt. Bigelow and the Kennebec
River. Some of the heaviest damage was on Mt. Bigelow and you can well appreciate that the
adjoining area to the east could hardly be expected to escape.
To present it briefly: From Maine Highway 16 to Pierce Pond the Trail is entirely unusable, for
the purpose for which it is intended, by reason of the existing hurricane damage. In addition, a
logging operation has moved into the area around Middle Carry Pond to cut spruce in a section
surrounded by slash of some three or four years ago. This is recognized as a danger spot and the
availability of the Trail for access to this section in case of fire, as occurred in western Maine,
has been totally eliminated.
I want, therefore, to present the situation between Mt. Bigelow and the Kennebec River as an
instance of the original elimination of hurricane damage. There is no point, I take it, in
discussing why this area was omitted last year. The fact is that here is a section of Trail of 20
miles, which for all practical purposes has been destroyed and is unusable.
Three of the lean-tos, constructed in 1938, are on this section. I had not seen them before. They
confirm my previous comment on the other structures to the effect that these facilities are
incomplete. The foreman in charge had written me of the haste with which they were built. There
is no chinking. In addition the bringing in of the front wall, to afford protection from the weather,
is not completed. This condition of the structure is quite apart from the lack of facilities referred
to in our previous discussions. Moreover, it develops that it will undoubtedly be desirable to
move one structure which has become, through conditions not anticipated in 1938, misused and a
potential fire hazard. (This structure also for some reason, is located so that the lake is the only
source of drinking water.) A rival wildcat sporting camp has made use of the lean-to as a
subsidiary base and the structure should be moved about three quarters of a mile to a spring and a
locality where these problems are not involved.
I have repeatedly stated that we were suggesting nothing more than that the CCC should finish,
and leave in a manner which would be a credit to that organization and to the Forest Service, the
program previously undertaken. The method of execution would differ in no manner from that
of 1938. I have observed that, if there is any objection now to the same procedure, it must follow
that the program through 1938 on was very much in error.
This matter of the restoration of the Trail in Maine is one of vital importance.
To avoid complications I had thought that this matter might be delayed until the other projects
requiring side camps had been finished so I had not pressed the matter since my last visit to
Boston. If I am not in error and if these projects have been completed, any difficulty now on the
score of projects more highly desired by the Forest Commissioner has been removed from the
picture.
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I can conceive of nothing in this area that would be of more importance to the service than the
reopening of the trail in this area for fire protection. I have advised the representatives of the
Forest Service of the situation and should expect that this proposal, apart from any consideration
of the situation with respect to the remainder of the Trail in western Maine, would be one which
the Service would urge be given preference.
I have perhaps gone into this matter to unnecessary length but it is our feeling that, if you are of
the view that you are precluded—although it would be your personal desire—from doing this
type of work, then we should like to urge its importance upon the authorities at Washington.
Naturally, I would not wish to take this step until you felt that all possibilities of accomplishing
this program, which all of us feel desirable, are exhausted.
If it will advance matters I should be very glad to come to Boston to discuss matters in light of
the existing situation.
cc: Greene, Sawyer, Taylor, Stubbs, Connors
June 21, 1940. Bruce Beach, Oakland, Maine, to Myron Avery [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
I had hoped to attend the meeting in Philadelphia on May 17th, but had to conduct a concert and
of course couldn’t make it. I really would have enjoyed it immensely.
You can definitely count on me to repaint the trail from York’s to the West Branch. Last summer
I was unable to get to Katahdin, due to my illness shortly before, and the man in charge failed to
do the work on the trail which I had outlined. If you will have some paint sent to York’s, I’ll take
care of the rest.
I’ve resigned my regular position at Camp Kennebec, and am having my first real vacation in
years. Plan to devote some time to composition, and catch up on my fishing, etc. However, I am
still maintaining my contact with the camp in an advisory capacity, and will probably take the
Katahdin trip with their party. If not, I plan to go there on my own for a couple of days to do the
trail work.
While you are in Maine, if you can possibly spend a day or two with us, by all means let me
know, and I can send directions as to how you can locate us. Perhaps, at least, you could make an
overnight stay. I could pick you up at Waterville, Oakland, Augusta, or some other nearby point.
I do follow trail activities in “Trailway News”, and enjoy it.
Let me hear from you again soon, and kindest regards,
{Wrote to Yorks re his use of paint. Answered letter 6/26}
June 21, 1940. Myron Avery to Washington Planograph Company, 1280 North Capital
Street, Washington, D. C.
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Gentlemen:
By your letter of May 31, 1940, you requested that, inasmuch as you had not complied with my
earlier request for a statement as to the cost of correcting the negatives on our maps, I return the
maps to you so that you could furnish a detailed quotation. Accordingly I do and enclose the
following maps:
Barren-Chairback Range (glass negative; one to be corrected)
Wthitecap Map (Glass negative; two to be corrected)
Bodfish Siding to Moxie Pond
Bigelow Range Map
Katahdin to East Branch Pleasant River
Katahdln to Maine Highway 4
You were also to advise whether corrections could be made more cheaply on the black prints
made at your suggestion and the corrected prints rephotographed. Please return the maps with
your quotation.
We are obtaining bids on a new map. This is drawn on celluloid and the reduction would be that
of the Katahdin Region map enclosed. The work is subject to the following conditions:
1. Combined proof to be submitted to me before map is run.
2. Colors to be as in Barren-Chairback Map. (enclosed)
3. Two inch margin on left side
4. Maps delivered flat, trimmed, to 901 Union Trust Building and to one other address
in District of Columbia; address to be furnished.
5. Paper to be 12 lb. bond; sample to be furnished and approved.
6. All tracings and negatives to be delivered to A.T.C. and retained by A.T.C. as its
property.
Bids are asked for lots of 500, 1000, 1500 and 2500.
Also bids are asked, subject to above conditions, on a combination of this map (Katahdin
Region) with a printing of the corrected Barren-Chairback and White Cap Region maps. In other
words we want to determine what saving can be effected by printing the three two-color maps
together in lots of 500, 1000, 1500, and 2500.
If desired, I can make the celluloid tracings of the new two-color Katahdin Region map available
at Washington for inspection by your representatives but it may be that the enclosed Katahdin
Region will be sufficient to determine the size and nature of the job.
The Katahdin Region map is 16” x 20”. The enclosed copy is folded as it appears in the present
Guide. It will be noted that its size requires a fourth fold of 1 inch. How much reduction would
he required to eliminate this one inch fold or could the map be enlarged to make four folds across
the map of the same size without resulting in an additional small fold on the top?

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1940 – Compiled by David Field – Page

126

June 21, 1940. Myron Avery to A. D. Boyer, Monson, Maine
My dear Mr. Boyer:
You will recall the correspondence of last fall and your advices to me as to your expected
developments at Dreamwold on the Trail at Monson. We are issuing, within a few days, a
Supplement to our Guidebook. If your plans have materialized, I should want to include a
reference to your camps. Will you please advise me as to the present situation?
If you have not carried out, as yet, your expected arrangements, if you will bear in mind to write
us when they materialize, we can then note the situation in the Guidebook.
June 22, 1940. Myron Avery to W. H. Sawyer, Jr., Esq. Bates College Lewiston, Maine
Dear Will:
I have your letter of June 19, 1940, enclosing your letter of June 13, which failed to be delivered
to me in Brunswick. I am sorry indeed that we missed connections. My own arrangements were
most uncertain and I did not know, until I reached Brunswick, exactly when I would be going
north. On our trip up we were obliged to hurry in order to get to Caratunk that evening and, of
course, I was uncertain as to when I would return. I did not know, going up, just how Stubbs
might drive and whether he might not have picked up the wheel on the way down so that he
would not go to Lewiston on the way back.
I am sending you copies of various letters which will explain my trip between the Kennebec and
Mt. Bigelow.
The hurricane damage between Mt, Bigelow and Carry Pond was severe. Helon has had little
time to work in this area but, with the lumber camp on Middle Carry Pond he will now be in
there a great deal and expects this summer to get repainted from Mt. Bigelow to Pierce Pond. We
fixed up everything from the Kennebec to a mile south of Pierce Pond.
I am planning to spend about five days this summer between Mt. Bigelow and the HoughtonOquossoc Road and I hope that we can put in a day together up there or at least I will see you on
route.
My letter to Amos will show the approach that I am making on the CCC work. I am hoping that
the lumbering situation and the fire hazard around Middle Carry Pond will make the Forest
Service disposed to push my suggestion to Amos as to the need for CCC work in here.
I had purposely refrained from following up the matter until the situation was clarified by the
completion of the work requested by the Forest Commissioner for the side camps. Then I thought
would be the opportune time to press matters to a conclusion,
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I think you were wise indeed to not only remark but clear as much as you could. Then [sic] is a
large party and I am delighted that you were able to make those arrangements.
I assume that there have been no developments on the Katahdin end, as far as you are concerned.
If your sprain could be connected with Commencement I should be surprised but that would be a
matter of your concern only; if it has something to do with the trail work I should be decidedly
worried.
Keep me posted as to any developments and I will do the same on my end.
I am moving this week-end into North Tarrytown.
Please remember me to Mrs. Sawyer.
cc: R. G. Stubbs, Helon Taylor
June 22, 1940. Myron Avery to E. S. Steele, Carry Pond Camps, Carry Pond, Maine
Dear Mr. Steele:
I have had an opportunity to discuss the Carry Pond Lean-to problems with the interested
authorities. They, of course, share my view that something should be done.
The suggestion was made that the best solution would be to move the lean-to toward the south
end of the pond, perhaps in the vicinity of the housed-over spring on the Trail. The thought is
that it may be possible to locate the lean-to between the spring and the lake shore so that it would
not be too far away from either end, by cutting out some trees, there would still be an opportunity
to get the view which is available at the present site. The new location, however, would be far
enough from the shore so as to prevent the problems involved in the present location.
I do not know just how far it is from the Trail to the shore at this spot and I would appreciate
your telling me.
I should like to get the shore view, if there is a choice of evils here, perhaps the best thing would
be to locate it beside the spring on the trail.
The new structure would be close enough to your camps so that it would, to some degree, come
under your supervision.
I talked with Mr. Stubbs and I still think you had in mind some other individual.
If you will let me have the benefit of your view on this suggestion we will see what we can do in
this connection.
With best regards to yourself and Mrs. Steele,
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cc: Stubbs, Taylor, Greene
P. S. I have arranged to have sent to you the copies of Trailway News which contain the Article
on the Fendler episode which we discussed. We have also added your name to our mailing list as
we think the magazine will be a contribution to your camp literature.
June 22, 1940. Myron Avery to R. W. Hicks, Foreman, CCC Camp Bridgton, Maine
Dear Mr. Hicks:
I was recently in at the Pierce Pond Lean-to. I measured the distance and found it to be .45 m.
from the Arnold Trail junction.
I wanted to ask you the source of drinking water for the lean-to. There was a large pool across
the trail about 100 ft. west of the side trail to the shelter. This is on the Dead River route. It did
not seem to me like an all-year-round source of water. However, if it was running when you
were there in August of 1938, I suppose that it is permanent.
For the Carry Pond camp I presume that it was intended to use the lake water as I could not find
any spring nearby. There is certainly a fine view from both lean-tos.
I like the Jerome Brook site very much.
I shall appreciate your giving me this information as soon as possible so that I may incorporate it
into the guidebook.
CC: R.G.Stubbs, Helon Taylor W. D. Greene
June 22, 1940. NOTE FOR Osborn O. Heard, 5940 Lowndes Avenue Baltimore, Maryland
and Miss Joan Stephenson The Conard Apartments 15th & Eye Sts., N.W. Washington, D.
C.
Professor Sawyer wrote on June 15, 1940:
"Ten of us returned last night from work on the Bates section of A.T. We covered
everything except the trail up Saddleback. Feeling uncertain about the CCC, we not only
marked, but cut and mowed, and our section is now much clearer than ever before, in fact
it is in fine condition."
cc: Greene, Stubbs, Taylor, Warner, Sawyer
June 22, 1940. Myron Avery to Robert Stubbs
Dear Mr. Stubbs:
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The enclosed letter to Steele’s Camps is self explanatory. If there is anything that you can do
through a letter from the Forest Commissioner to second my suggestion this would be the
opportune time.
It would be, as you can appreciate, of great help to have such a letter from the Forest Service in
Boston when I go down for the last and final round.
If the Forest Service wants this done and says so to Boston, after we get this area cared for, it
may be easier to get the program under way for the remainder of Maine.
cc: Sawyer, Greene
June 22, 1940. Myron Avery to Arthur M. Fogg
Dear Mr. Fogg:
I appreciate your sending the clipping of June 20, 1940. Miss Park had some correspondence
with these people as to Trail data and Dick Reed of the Maine Development Commission wrote
me in that connection. It is a stupendous undertaking to make it all at once.
Probably you are wondering about a sign which was mailed to you from Augusta. Last weekend I was over the section between Kennebec and Mt. Bigelow and I went up the Pleasant Pond
road as far as I could go by car. I found at Caratunk that the sign which the Fire Warden was
supposed to have put up two or three years ago had not been installed and I decided to take it and
send it to you. It will need to be put on a post and was intended to turn people off at the railroad
grade. You can keep it to put up the next time.
West of the Kennebec River we made a relocation on the route to Pierce Pond and repainted it.
Three posts with blazes and markers were installed in the field on the west bank of the river.
There are one or two matters which I would like to suggest to you as a result of my limited check
on the region. Some of the blazes, made by the CCC on the telephone poles, are very large, being
about 10” long rather than the regulation 5” x 2”. They are no contribution. I am going to suggest
that on your next trip you take black paint and cut these down.
It would be well, I think, to repaint completely at systematic intervals the entire section of Trail,
rather than renewing scattered blazes.
The marking on the road is spotty. Of course no one can get lost but the point is to have it appear
as a systematic and creditable specimen of trail marking. There should, of course, be
conspicuous double blazes going north where the trail turns down to the river bank and coming
south, in Caratunk on the telephone pole where one turns up Pleasant Pond Road. There are one
or two metal markers on the power and telephone poles which should be knocked off ; there is a
danger of the linesman’s spikes slipping at such places.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1940 – Compiled by David Field – Page

130

I think when you check on the road you will find that the marking here is spotty. A paint blaze
on a telephone pole two or three hundred yards apart is adequate but they should be conspicuous
and well made.
I hope you will check the trail data the next trip you make. I found two material changes.
Pleasant Pond Inn is out of business and the road, which the Guidebook described as “graveled”
is now hard-surfaced. The West Beach Camps apparently are housekeeping style and not
available for listing as public accommodations on the Trail. We should watch this, because if
anything develops at Pleasant Pond, it is worth including.
The telephone box on the west shore of Moxie Pond was the property of the Troutdale Cabins
and apparently they discontinued it. We are noting in the Guidebook to call from Caratunk to be
sure of ferrying. The one point that I did not clear up is how far the automobile road extends
down on the west shore of Moxie Pond.
I think this covers numerous matters. I hope to be in Portland soon and have a chance to talk with
you about these matters of mutual interest as well as go to Tumbledown.
{Copy Stubbs}
June 22, 1940. Myron Avery to George Martin, Maine Forest Service, Caratunk, Maine
Dear Martin:
I suppose you have heard about our trip to East Carry Pond. The men you sent were fine workers
and I appreciate your sending them with me.
There is one matter as to which I need to get information for the map. I had understood that the
old railroad had been converted into an auto road from the outlet of Moxie Pond down to the
Troutdale Cabins but I have just had a letter to the effect that the change goes as far south as
Bakers Siding. I am enclosing an addressed envelope and I would appreicate your writing me as
to just what the condition is of the old railroad grade below Troutdale Cabins.
June 22, 1940. Myron Avery to Dr. L. F. Schmeckebier, 722 Jackson Place, N. W.
Washington, D. C.
Dear Dr. Schmeckebier:
I am wondering if we can call on you for the favor of a few signs for Maine which are urgently
needed. Our program with Greaton of the Maine Development Commission for making those
signs, as to which you estimated the extent of lumber required last year, has not gotten to the
stage of execution.
Lumbering and some unrepaired hurricane damage necessitates these signs and I am wondering
if you would find an opportunity in the near future to do them. They should be sent to Helon N.
Taylor, Game Warden, Eustis Maine.
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I am wondering about this matter of a lumbering warning. Would it be possible to have made up
and on hand a few standard signs so that they could be rushed into sections where they are
needed? Lumbering and beavers are the bane of trail maintenance in Maine. What I had in mind
for a lumbering sign was this:
LUMBERING OPERATIONS IN THIS SECTION
USE CARE TO FOLLOW BLAZES
Perhaps a shorter sign could be made, the words "in this section” have some value in indicating
that the area effected is farther along and the sign could be put at the beginning of any section so
as to constitute a warning to travelers before they start in.
Another standard sign should be:

TRAIL RELOCATED
FOLLOW BLAZES

As a matter of fact we should have used this sign, I think, on some of the PATC sections so as to
avoid criticism of divergence between marking and the Guidebook description.
I know this is a very bad time of the year to come forward with any requests such as this but the
conditions are emergency ones which I discovered in my battle with the black flies last week-end.
If you can help at this time in this manner it will be of great assistance.
The list is:
1. At Junction of A.T. and old Dead River route:
PIERCE POND LEAN-TO .45 m. (point right)
2. Same place as 1. (point left)

APPALACHIAN TRAIL
CARRY POND LEAN-TO 6.4 m.
CARRY POND CAMPS
7.32 m.

3. At Pierce Pond Lean-to (junction of trail to lean-to and side trail)
SPRING 100 ft. (point left)
4. At Carry Pond Lean-to trail and A.T. (point right)
CARRY POND LEAN-TO .11 m.
5. Two lumbering sections as indicated in letter.
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cc: Helon Taylor, Robert G. Stubbs
June 22, 1940. Jasper Haynes, Buck Horn Camps, to Myron Avery [Hand-written]
Dear Sir:
Replying to yours of May 24 last.
Have been very busy all spring but expect to be able to put in a temporary bridge in the next two
weeks above Cooper Pond on the Jo Mary Mt. trail.
I hope to see you soon and many thanks for trail guide.
Saw a large bull moose last week near my home camps.
Better come up and try Leavitt Trout.
I have camp leases on 3 towns at 5 ponds. Booking have been poor this year.
June 22, 1940. Myron Avery to Mark Taylor, 1705 Newton Street, N.E., Washington, D.C.
There are three changes in the sketch of the U.S.G.S. maps which I left with you.
1. On the Bingham or Forks Quadrangle, Pleasant Pond Inn has been discontinued and
comes out.
2, From Caratunk to Pleasant Pond the road shown on the U.S.G.S. sheet is now hard
surfaced.
3. Trail relocated from Kennebec River for 1.7 m. toward Pierce Pond as shown on the
enclosed sheet.
4. Blue-blazed side trail of l/2 m. to Pierce Pond Lean-to.
5. Note correction for Carry Pond Lean-to.
6. A. T. route from West Carry Pond to Mt. Bigelow to be relocated. Leave this blank
when completing map. Now route will pass Carry Pond Camps and extend on to Toteroad for ¾ m. before the relocation occurs. When you finish the maps you will have to
leave this blank and I can have the final route inserted later.
Please forward the map to Walker so that he may make these changes to keep the Atlas accurate.
cc: Egbert Walker, 313 Holly Avenue, Takoma Park, Maryland

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1940 – Compiled by David Field – Page

133

June 22, 1940. Myron Avery to Raymond E. Rendall, Forest Commissioner, Augusta,
Maine
My dear Mr. Rendall:
You may recall that, after my last visit to Augusta and my discussion with you of the Katahdin
matters, I forwarded to you some of the Katahdin literature and GUIDE TO THE
APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE.
The Maine Appalachian Trail Club has just issued a new two-color contour map of the Katahdin
Region and I am enclosing ten copies for your use.
I hope to have, in the very near future, an opportunity to discuss with you these matters of mutual
interest.
cc: Walter Greene
June 22, 1940. Myron Avery to George J. Stobie, Comm. of Inland Fisheries & Game,
Augusta, Maine
My dear Mr. Stobie:
Thinking it would be of interest to you, as a member of the Baxter State Park Authority, I am
enclosing two copies of the new map of the Katahdin area.
June 22, 1940. Myron Avery to Franz U. Burckett, Esq, Attorney General State of Maine,
Congress Street, Portland, Maine
Dear Mr. Burckett:
You may recall that, after my last visit to Augusta and my discussion with you of Katahdin
matters, I forwarded to you some of the Katahdin literature and GUIDE TO THE
APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE.
The Maine Appalachian Trail Club has just issued a new two-color contour map of the Katahdin
Region and I am enclosing two copies for your use.
I appreciate that these are undoubtedly very busy days for you and that you have had little time
available for Katahdin matters. When I was last in Portland you spoke of the possibility of
completing the work on the state camp at Chimney Pond. I shall be interested to know if any
further progress has been made in that direction,
I hope to have, in the very near future, an opportunity to discuss with you these matters of mutual
interest.
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June 22, 1940. Myron Avery to Fred B. Greenleaf, State-Wide Highway Planning Survey,
State Airport Augusta, Maine
My dear Mr. Greenleaf:
1 refer to my letter to you of May 23, 1940. I am sending you under separate cover your maps,
numbered "Oxford 24” and "Oxford 25".
If, as requested, in my letter of May 23 you will send a copy of "Franklin 14”, I will return it to
you with the Appalachian Trail route indicated thereon as on the other maps.
I will then have returned, corrected and with the Appalachian Trail route plotted thereon, the
maps forwarded to me
cc:

Robert Stubbs, Forest Supervisor, Hallowell, Maine
W. A. Hamilton, Map Draftsman, Maine Highway Dept., Augusta, Maine

June 22, 1940. Myron Avery to Mr. Robert G. Stubbs
Dear Mr. Stubbs:
The enclosed letter to Steele’s Camps is self explanatory. If there is anything that you can do
through a letter from the Forest Commissioner to second my suggestion this would be the
opportune time.
It would be, as you can appreciate, of great help to have such a letter from the Forest Service in
Boston when I go down for the last and final round.
If the Forest Service wants this done and says so to Boston, after we get this area cared for, it
may be easier to get the program under way for the remainder of Maine.
cc:

W. H. Sawyer, Jr., Bates College, Lewiston, Maine
W. D. Greene, Sebec Lake, Maine

June 22, 1940. Myron Avery to E. W. York, Twin Pine Camps, Millinocket, Maine
Dear Junior:
I have your letter of June 15 and appreciate your returning the map to me so promptly.
I have mailed back to you, under separate cover, the original map which was on the cabin. This
squares my account with you in that connection.
I hope to have copies of the new maps to you in about two weeks.
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You mentioned a correction for the trail to Jackson Pond but did not tell me what it was. If you
can send me a rough sketch there will still be time to correct it while the map is being printed. I
should like to have this map as correct as possible.
Be sure to write me occasionally and tell me what goes on.
Some pictures will soon go forward to you.
With best regards to your mother, father and yourself,
June 25, 1940 J. Frank Schairer, Secretary, to the Members of the Maine Appalachian
Trail Club:
As a member of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, there is being forwarded to you a copy of the
new two-color map of the Katahdin Section, which is described in the enclosed prospectus.
We feel that this map will be of much value to those traveling in the Katahdin region and we
hope that you will call it to the attention of those interested in the area. If you can arrange to have
some note of the appearance of this map and its availability made in your local paper, it will be
of help in publicizing its appearance. The proceeds from the sale of the map will, of course, be
devoted to the next edition of GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE.
I assume that you duly received the minutes and list of members of the Maine Appalachian Trail
Club which were forwarded late last fall. A further report of the Trail situation will be sent to
Club members after the 1940 season.
I regret to say that Mr. Greene continues to be in poor health. His former activities are very much
missed on the Trail in Maine; however, he continues to take a very active interest in all Trail
matters.
Subsequent to the membership list sent out in the fall of 1939, Mr. Lawson Reeves, who now
maintains the Trail from Bigelow Village to Saddleback Mountain has been elected to
membership. Also elected to membership were Mr. Arthur M. Fogg and Mr. George F. La Borde,
of the Eastern States Mountain Club, which maintains the Trail from Moxie Pond to the
Kennebec River.
MAINE
Section 8: Third West Branch
Pond to Long Pond
Section 13: Moxie Pond to
Kennebec River
Section 14: Kennebec River to
Pierce Pond

Comment
Signs and post put up at junction of blue-blazed trail (1.6 m.)
to Chadwicks and A.T. Side trail cleared in 1939 and to be
mowed in 1940 by Chadwick—Letter of 6/10/40.
Eastern States Mountain Club reports area around Sandy
Steam slightly overflowed by beaver works.
Road Pleasant Pond to Caratunk hard surfaced; no
accommodations at Pleasant Pond Inn.
Trail relocated for 1.7 m. west of Kennebec River; side trail to
Pierce Pond Lean-to blue-blazed (.45 m.)
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Section 15: Pierce Pond to
Carry Pond
Section 16: Carry Pond to
Maine Highway 16

Bad hurricane area 1 m. north of Carry Pond Lean-to at 6.3 m.
reached by .1 m. side trail; may be moved ¾ m. south on A.T.
Lumbering for 1 ½ m. west of Middle Carry Pond. Route to
Ledge House being relocated; Round Top Mtn. eliminated.

{6/27/40. Copy sent Heard}
June 24, 1940. A. L. Sauls, A. L. Sauls Planograph Co., Washington, D. C. to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
In the tentative quotation I gave you last Friday for your 17x22 map in blue and brown ink, I did
not include the cost of color proofs. For proofing in black and brown instead of blue and brown,
we can supply this map as follows:
500
1,000
1,500
2,500

-

$48.00
$60.00
$71.50
$95.00

{95-48=47; 11.75 for each extra 500}

paper stock to be like sample enclosed.
By running the two smaller maps at the same time and on the same basis the cost of the three
maps will be:
500
each $84.00
1,000 each $108.00
1,500 each $130.00
2,500 each $175.00
These prices are based on today’s paper cost, which is subject to change without notice, which
places our quotation on the same basis.
I want to thank you for the courtesy shown me on my visit to your office last Friday and assure
you that it was a real pleasure to me to be able to renew an acquaintance that had been such a
pleasant one.
June 24, 1940. Paul A. Heideke, Sec’y-Treasurer, The Washington Planograph Co., Inc., to
Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
To answer your inquiry on the detail charges for correctons:
White Cap Region
Bodfish Siding

$4.50
3.00
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Bigelow Range
Barren-Chairback
Mt. Saddleback
Pleasant River

3.00
3.00
5.00
6.50 {24.50}

The question as to whether the corrections can be made on your black prints at less cost than it
would be to correct them on the negative.
In the case of Bodfish Siding the new negative would cost $1.50, and in the case of Bigelow
Range the new negative would cost $2.50. In all other instances the correction charge is less than
what the new negative would cost.
If you would prefer to have someone else do your work, we will sell the negatives to you at this
time at a cost of $45.00 as is, (not corrected).
In looking over our cost sheets for the entire time that we have served you, we find that none of
these jobs have been profitable to us, aside from the fact that we have to wait a year for payment
of the bills, which is, of course, a part of the contract.
On the new map which is to be alike in size as the Katahdin Region Map, it would probably be
better to reduce it so it can be printed on 16 x 23 size paper, including all margins, which should
eliminate your short fold problem. To make it larger and large enough to give you an additional
three to three and one-half-inch fold, you would very likely run into another folding problem on
the short way of the map. This map will stand reducing 24 1/2 to 23 over all.
I will probably be called many ugly names for suggesting that costs are rising on most all
material and that whoever you may wish to contract with, that you do so very soon.
It will not be possible to complete your request for quotations today, but they will be forwarded
to you tomorrow.
June 25, 1940. Robert M. Hicks, CCC Camp P-66, Bridgton, Maine, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
The pool that you refer to at Pierce Pond shelter is the one used by us in August, 1938, when the
shelter was constructed. The flow was slight, but it did not fail during the two weeks we were
there. The water was very cold.
We did not find any spring near Carry Pond, so used the lake water.
{Copy Helon Taylor, Stubbs}
June 25, 1940. A. L. Sauls, S. L. Sauls Planograph Co., Washington, D.C. to Myron Avery
Dear Mr, Avery:
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I have your letter of June 25 in which you inquire whether you understand correctly that the cost
of maps is $13.00 less when proofs are not furnished.
Your understanding is correct and I agree with you that proofs will probably be superfluous for
the reason that if your tracings are made to register our plates will also register, which being true
removes the necessity of showing proofs. However, this is something that only you can decide.
June 25, 1940. Paul A. Heideke, The Washington Planograph Co., to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
In order to print the three extra color maps on one plate, the sizes would be as follows:
White Cap
Barren Chairback Range
Katahdin Region (New)

14-1/4 x 11
17-1/4 x 11-5/8
21-1/2 x 16-3/4

The size of the New Katahdin Region map was arrived at, from the single color Katahdin Region
map referred to in your letter, specifications on the paper, is the same as before, which was a rag
content 13 lb. Bond.
The complete proofs on the new map, in the two colors will be handled as a separate item at a
cost of $12.00.
Should the new map fail to be in register in its original form to be determined by measurement,
then an extra charge on the basis of $2.00 per hour will be charged to bring the two drawings into
register.
The corrections quoted on in a previous letter are to be considered as a separate item. Contact
proofs will be furnished of the corrections, but no color proofs.
500 copies of the two old color maps and the new one
White Cap
11 x 14-1/4
$17.80
Barren Chairback Range
11-5/8 x 17-1/4
20.00
Katahdin Region (New)
16-3/4 x 21-1/2
49. 50 {$87.30}
With all three printed together, you reduce the cost overall by $15.00.
Additional five hundred run at the same time up to 2500:
White Cap
Barren Chairback Range
Katahdin Region (New)

$5.50 per 500
6.78 per 500
12.50 per 500

If the three are printed together the 500 additional copies, same run saving will be $3.25 on each
lot of 500 of the three.
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The hazard of good register is much greater when three different maps are on one plate,
especially so when each map is on a different negative.
On the following single color maps, the 11 x 43 1/2 map of Katahdin to Maine Highway No. 4,
on this item we could not allow the two inch margin at the left, for that would take it beyond our
press size. In addition it is very doubtful that we could obtain this thin rag content paper of that
size, in the small quantity required by this printing.
A specialized map production plant might have it in stock, therefore, it would be well for you to
inquire the price for this map from them.
Our quotation on this map is based on the same size as it now stands on whatever thin paper
suitable for this work can be made available at the regular rag content bond prices.
500 copies Katahdin to Maine Highway, 11 x 43
Additional 500’s, same run
500 copies Pleasant River, 17 x 23
Additional 500’, same run
500 copies Morxis [Moxie] Pond
Additional 500’s, same run
500 copies Bigelow Range
Additional 500’s, same run

$47.80
21.60
13.50
5.40
8.70
2.75
5.00
2.00

This is the best we can do, and it is based on receiving your acceptance by July 8th, and work
order to be in hand by July 15th.
THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CONFERENCE
901 Union Trust Building
Washington, D.C.
June 25, 1940
NOTICE
SUPPLEMENT TO GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE
Recent developments and changes along The Appalachian Trail in Maine and at Katahdin are
noted in the Second Supplement (8 pages) to GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN
MAINE, issued July, 1940, obtainable from The Appalachian Trail Conference, 901 Union Trust
Building, Washington, D.C. (15 cents). (Supplement No. 1 (l6 pages), issued in 1939, is
obtainable from the Conference at a cost of 25 cents.)
NEW TWO-COLOR MAP OF THE KATAHDIN REGION
Issued by the Maine Appalachian Trail Club (Inc.) and obtainable from The Appalachian Trail
Conference is a new two-color contour map of the Katahdin Region, embracing the same area as
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the Katahdin Region Map in the third edition of the Maine Guide. This map includes as an insert
the sketch map of the Katahdin trails and has the data appearing on U.S.G.S. Katahdin
Quadrangle. It is the most recent and largest map of the Katahdin area (price 50 cents). The map
is approximately 16" x 20".
June 26, 1940. George E. Martin, Caratunk, Maine, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
Your letter of the 22nd received and I am glad the boys we sent with you were satisfactory.
In regards to the old rail-road bed from Troutdale cabins south to Bakers Siding will certify that
it has been reconstructed into a very satisfactory auto road. Now making auto travel from Lake
Moxie Dam or the old Lake Moxie station very good as far south as Bakers Siding.
I understand there is a chain across the road at little Sandy stream which is about a mile north of
Bakers, and another one across the road just south of Troutdale cabins.
This was done by camp owners who stood the expense of putting road in condition for auto
travel.
This seems to be all the information I can give you regarding this matter.
June 26, 1940. Myron Avery to The Washington Planograph Co., 1220-2 North Capitol St.,
N..„ Washington, D.C.
Gentlemen:
Thank you for your letter of June 28th and the quite complete information contained therein. One
matter is not clear to me. At what cost would you print 500 copies of the Katahdin Map alone?
This price would be exclusive of the cost of $12 for proofs, I understand. I shall appreciate
hearing from you on this by return mail as we now have the other bids at Washington and here in
hand.
Referring to your letter of June 24th with respect to corrections of the Maine maps. If you will
furnish three contact proofs on good paper, we will put the following maps in for correction of
the negatives:
White Cap Region
Barren-Chairback Range
Mt. Saddleback to Me, Highway

$4.50
3.00
5.00

With prejudice to our contention that by contract the negatives are involved are the property of
the Conference, stored with you at your suggestion, at what consideration will you turn over
these negatives involved in the preceding paragraph? You can retain the others and we will pay
the withheld balance of the A.T.C. bill. This would be my suggestion for starting with a clean
slate.
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June 26, 1940. Marion Park to Guy P. Butler, Manager, Maine Publicity Bureau,
Portland, Maine.
Dear Mr. Butler:
We have seen your series of 24 State of Maine Poster Stamps and are waiting to ask how many
you could give us for use on our official Appalachian Trail Conference mail as a means of
publicity for the State as a vacationland.
We were pleased to note that one of the posters was of Katahdin and one of the lean-to on The
Appalachian Trail at Katahdin Stream Campsite.
June 26, 1940. Marion H. Park to Everett F. Greaton, Executive Secretary,
Maine Development Commission, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Mr. Greaton:
We have seen your series of 24 State of Maine Poster Stamps and are writing to ask how many
you could give us for use on our official Appalachian Trail Conference mail as a means of
publicity for the State as a vacationland.
We were pleased to note that one of the posters was of Katahdin and one of the lean-to on The
Appalachian Trail at Katahdin Stream Campsite.
P.S. I am enclosing 25 cents in stamps and would ask that you send me a set of the poster stamps
and a "Stamp Album”.
June 26, 1940. Fred B. Greenleaf, State Manager, State-Wide Highway Planning Survey,
State Highway Commission, Augusta, Maine, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I must apologize for not answering your two letters before but we have been going through a
very difficult period during the month of June. The funds to run the Highway Planning Survey
are now exhausted and the work is to be suspended the last of this month.
I talked with Mr. Lucius Barrows about the placing of the Appalachian Trail on the state map
when I received your first letter, and he was willing to have us do this, but wanted us to stick to
the symbol of the dotted line which is the Public Roads Administration's symbol for a path not
used by wagons or motor driven vehicles. This would be the same as the symbol by which the
Trail is shown on the state highway map. This would have been done had we continued, but the
maps have not yet been finished and when they are, they will be submitted to the Public Roads
Administration for approval and then a method decided on for reproducing them in quantities for
distribution.
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Concerning your second letter, I will say that our orders from the State Highway Commission
were to let out no maps until approved by the Public Roads Administration, except to state
departments that had use for them in their tentative form. It was, therefore, a surprise to us to
learn that you had some of the maps.
Any further correspondence you wish to have concerning this subject should be directed to Mr.
Lucius D. Barrows, Chief Engineer State Highway Commission, Augusta, Maine
cc Mr. Barrows
{Stubbs: Please return. Quite a different tone.}
Juno 27, 1940. Myron Avery to The Washington Planograph Co., Washington, D.C.
Gentlemen:
Farther to my letter of June 26th with respect to Map corrections. I enclose an additional
correction for the Saddleback Mtn.--Maine New Hampshire Line Map.
Please return to me the corrected sheets for the maps sent you on which the corrections are not to
be made. The other maps for the corrected negatives should be sent with the proofs.
The bill for the map corrections, made out to the Trail Conference, should be sent to me.
June 27, 1940. Paul A. Heideke, The Washington Planograph Co., to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
The cost of the Katahdin Region map (new) alone would be $55.00 for 500 copies, plus the
$12.00 for the color proofs. The principal difference in printing these alone and in a group is the
wash up for color.
On the corrections of the old maps, I had intended to furnish you with a contact proof only of the
part that was corrected.
Contact proofs are silver prints, and the largest we can make in one piece is 20 x 24, and the size
of 20 x 24 costs us $1.00 to make without labor charges.
On the Maine Highway No. 4 map it would have to be pieced.
I am afraid it would not be practical to furnish contact prints of the whole map, and entirely too
expensive. In other words, the contact prints if three are needed would cost more than the
correction charge.
I do not know what you might have in mind in requesting three proofs, but it would seem
unnecessary to have anything, but the actual corrected part of the map.
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To furnish three proofs of the three complete maps, all in black, after corrections, the cost would
be about $9.00, and we would produce press proofs instead of contact prints.
If you wish the negatives of the two maps, with extra color negatives and the long two piece
negative of the Highway No. 4, $24.00 would I believe be about the proper proportion, of course,
that is the cost before corrections are made.
This would be the cost to us if we had them to make over, without profit to ourselves.
We will await your further advice.
June 29, 1940. Marion Park to A. L. Sauls Planograph Company, Washington, D.C.
Gentlemen:
I am sending you the delivery directions for the Maine Supplements.
All these Supplements are to be delivered to 901 Union Trust Building. The original manuscript
should be returned to Myron H, Avery, Esq., at 45 Broadway, New York City, c/o United States
Maritime Commission.
The bill for the Supplements should be made out to The Appalachian Trail Conference and sent
to Mr. Avery at the address given above.
June, 1940.

TRAIL REPORTS
Section 13
MOXIE POND TO KENNEBEC RIVER
North to South {Work Trip}

I. Paint:
Painted in 1937 by CCC. Repainted to extent of one quart of paint by Eastern States
Mountain Club in May 1940. Posts along road have too large blazes. Doubles needed, on
Highway.
II. Markers.
A few on highway poles, E.S.M.C. requested to remove them.
III. Mile Markers.
Put in by M. H. Avery. None on Pleasant Pond Road beyond 7 m. No recent report on
their existence.
IV. Trail Data.
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Rechecked by M.H.A. from Pleasant Pond Road to Caratunk. Watch accommodations at
Pleasant Pond. (The Inn closed in 1940.) West Beach Camps have cottages for rent; no meals.
Comber has camps here, too, for rent.
V. Condition of Trail.
Club reports little use on east side but clear. Reports beaver flowing out section to some extent.
Not serious but requires care to avoid wetting. Work crew of three spent day on route.
VI. Board Signs
Sign for railroad turn mailed Fogg in June 1940, No sign at bank of Kennebec at end of section.
Included in replacement list.
VII. Needed Work
1. Improvement of painting on roads
2. Renew all blazes.
Section 14
KENNEBEC RIVER TO PIERCE POND
North to South {Work Trip}
I. Paint.
Repainted in June, 1940. For first 1.7 m. new route and first coat of paint; remainder was
renewing of paint (1937) on old Pierce Pond Tote-road.
The old route was “Blacked out" at Sterling Farm for l/4 m. and back to the east for l/4 m. to
where it is blocked by down trees from the point where the trail turns west from the gravel road.
In 1939-40 Central Maine lumbered here. Operations will end in 1941 and are presently north of
Trail.
II. A.T. Markers.
Fifty varnished markers installed in June 1940, and obliterated markers knocked off. Varnished
type only ones available.
III. Mjle Markers.
All (Nos. 1 to 3) put in.
IV. Trail Data.
Revised and remeasured for new route. Distance of 3.41 m. Changes noted in 1940 supplement.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1940 – Compiled by David Field – Page

145

V. Condition of Trail.
Gravel road is not an unpleasant walk. Sterling makes frequent relocations and changes in toteroad.
VI. Board Signs.
None at either east or west bank of Kennebec River. Signs at Pierce Pond corrected in field and
nailed back to trees. Should be renewed. All signs for this section included in replacement list.
VII. Lean-to.
Is located on old Dead River route on edge of shallow cove, .45 m. from Trail. Could have been
at brook at junction of old Dead River and Arnold Trail routes. No down trees or fire hazards
around lean-to.
No latrine built. Not chinked. Front is not finished. Water supply questionable; apparently the
deep pool which is 100 yds. west of lean-to side trail on old Dead River route. Signs for lean-to
and spring ordered {from L. F. S.}. No indication of any use of structure by fishermen.
VIII. Needed work.
1. In 1941, after Central Maine lumber operations cease, route should be repainted.
2. Signs (ordered) to be installed for Pierce Pond Lean-to and spring beyond lean-to.
3. Blue paint on Pierce Pond Lean-to side trail .45 m. to be renewed (some white blazes left).
4.. Sign needed where side trail to lean-to leaves Arnold Trail route.
5. Check three posts installed in field on west bank of Kennebec to indicate route across field.
6. Remove three logs on Pierce Pond Lean-to side trail.
{Copy Stubbs, Heard, Taylor}

Section 16
EAST CARRY POND TO MAINE HIGHWAY 16 (LEDGE HOUSE)
North to South {Work Trip}

I. Paint.
Repainted by Taylor after CCC work in 1936 or 1937. Fair condition. To be repainted by Taylor
in 1940.
II. A.T. Markers.
Fair, Renewed at intervals.
III. Mile Markers.
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Nos. 1 to 7 painted in. (No. 6 omitted. No, 4 in 1940 lumbering section.)
IV. Trail Data.
Remeasured in June 1940 to 7 m. Remainder to be measured when route from West Carry Ponds
Tote-road at 7 m, is determined.
V. Condition of Trail.
From Carry Pond Camp to south end of Pond used by G.N.P. Tote teams in 1940 -- good
condition. Beyond to Carry Pond Lodge used by that Lodge and in good shape. Beyond to 1.7 m.
needs weeder. From inlet of Middle Carry Pond to edge of old lumbering at about 4 m. plus,
route is being cut over. Operations should end in 1941. Blazes intact on most hardwood trees.
Some piles of logs across route. In lumbered section route is obscure but turns marked. From
where trail up Roundtop turned off, trail is well worn. From West Carry Ponds to Ledge House
there is heavy uncleared hurricane damage. Heavy growth on Roundtop. This is to be detoured
on west slope. Signs installed to use West Carry Pond Tote-road until relocation made. Many
down logs and dense growth on the ridge between Ledge House and Jerome Brook. Alders along
Bog Brook,
July 1, 1940. E. G. Amos, Chief, Division of Hazard Reduction, New England Forest
Emergency Project, U. S. Forest Service, Boston, Mass., to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Reference is made to your letter of June 21.
Mr. Rendall and I had an opportunity to discuss the work on the Appalachian Trail at some
length last week. Mr. Rendall is very much in favor of that type of work, but agrees with us that
the work desired is located too far from existing camps to undertake at the present time. There is
some possibility of again having camps in the Katahdin or Moosehead areas, and if these
materialize arrangements no doubt can be made to perform such work that is accessible to such
camps.
However, in view of the fact that the work you wish done is 50 to 150 miles from present camps,
we feel it cannot be undertaken because of the distance involved.
We are indeed sorry to make this decision, since trail work—especially where such trails are
used for patrol and other forest protection work—is a desirable project from our viewpoint, but
when such distances are involved they are quite impractical.
July 2nd, 1940. K, C, Littlefield, Chairman, New York City Ski Council, to The
Appalachian Trail Conference 901 Union Trust Building Washington, D. C.
Gentlemen:
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Will you mind telling me who printed Publication #4 of the “Guide to the Appalachian Trail in
Maine”?
July 3, 1940. Myron Avery to Sauls Planograrh Company, Washington, D. C.
Gentlemen:
We have under consideration a matter as to which we wish the benefit of your advice.
Our problem is whether to make corrections on the negatives (in the hands of one of your
competitors) or correct the black prints sent you under separate cover and make new negatives.
(There were numerous corrections on the tracings and we do not think we can use them again in
addition to corrections on the negatives which do not appear on the tracings.) If these black
prints are corrected and photographed as the base for the map, how much will be lost in clearness
as compared with using the existing negatives?
The White Cap and Barren-Chairback negatives are on glass. These are two-color maps. You
have the printed map in connection with the Katahdin Map.
I hope I make the matter clear and you can advise us what to do. What do you consider the cost
of making negatives for the enclosed maps?
July 3, 1940. Ben Hadley, Acadia National Park, Bar Harbor, Maine, to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
Almost a month has passed since you wrote me on June 10. I did not have an opportunity to get
in touch with you prior to your leaving for Maine and the Bowdoin commencement, due to a
sudden influx of brass hats. Since then I have been trying to catch up on all that took place
during their visit.
The matter of additional shelters on the Trail ran into a snag last spring when the camp on which
I depended to do the work was taken away from me. The remaining camp is so burdened with
work that it is out of the question to rely on it, therefore at the moment there doesn't seem to be a
thing I can do about it. Speaking privately and confidentially, there is a possibility that this year
or next there will be a camp established in the Katahdin region and if there is, the construction of
shelters from there to Monson, at least, may be accomplished. I will keep you advised as to
developments as they occur.
Will you be getting down this way during the summer? If you do, I would appreciate being
advised of it so that I can meet you somewhere along the line and go over things with you.
July 3, 1940. Myron Avery to The Washington Planograph Company, Washington, D.C.
Dear Sirs:
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I refer to your letter of June 27th in reply to my letter of June 26th and my note of that same date.
We should want proofs of the map as corrected and under the circumstances I think we will defer
the matter of these corrections. Please return the maps which were sent to you for use as a Guide.
I shall write you later as to the proposal that you will turn over certain negatives to us at the price
mentioned in your letter. I should have also asked for the small Bigelow Range and Bodfish
Farm--Moxie Pond tracings.
July 3, 1940. Myron Avery to W. A. Hamilton, Map Draftsman, Maine Highway
Department, Augusta, Maine.
My dear Mr. Hamilton:
You will recall our correspondence of some time ago and your very kind offer to insert on our
maps of central Maine, which are based on the United States topographic sheets, the highways
and their numbers as indicated by your records. We have been delayed in preparing the maps
which have now been completed and I have forwarded them to you under separate cover. I am
including with this letter a reproduction of our Massachusetts and Connecticut maps in GUIDE
TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN NEW ENGLAND which will indicate what we hope to
accomplish with this map. I think I commented previously upon the system. In lettering the
highways, we wish you would use the designation "U. S. Route 201”, etc. for Federal highways
and "Maine Highway 16", etc. for State roads. You will note that we have only two highway
designations, primary and secondary, and the width allotted to each. The primary highways could,
with advantage, I think, be a shade narrower {than shown on enclosed maps}.
We shall be very grateful to you for your assistance in this connection. Will you kindly return
these maps to me at the address given below?
July 5, 1940. Robert Stubbs, Maine Forest Service, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have at hand several letters from you, and in particular I wish to make a recommendation for a
change in the notice which you contemplate placing in the lean-tos on the Appalachian Trail. I
consider it a desirable thing to have some notice in them.
My recommendation will follow in a few days.
July 5, 1940. A. L. Sauls, Sauls Planograph Co., Washington, D.C. to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have your letter of July 3 asking for advice as to how best to handle the changes on the maps
sent with your letter.
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It is hard to say what would be the best way to handle these changes without knowing what
changes are involved and would suggest that you send me another copy of each map with
changes shown in red or blue pencil. On receipt of which I will be better able to advise you. I
think that I can advise you now that making the changes on the prints will not produce as
satisfactory results as if made on the full size tracing.
July 8, 1940. Marion Park to K. C, Littlefield, Chairman, New York City Ski Council,
18 Gramercy Park South, New York City.
My dear Mr. Littlefield:
I have your letter of July 2, 1940. The Maine Guide was edited by Trail Conference Chairman
Myron H. Avery, who is now in New York. Mr. Avery is with the Maritime Commission as an
attorney and can be reached at 45 Broadway, Digby 4-7730, Ext, 127. I had thought that if you
are interested in our process of publication, it might be of more service to you to have me refer
you to Mr. Avery rather than indicate the name of the Planographer, as the reproduction is, of
course, merely a mechanical matter.
You will be interested to know that in our Publication No. 14, described in our List of
Publications, copy of which I am enclosing, marked for your ready reference, we have
summarized the procedure which we use in issuing the Appalachian Trail Conference
guidebooks, with special attention to preparation for planograph process.
Copy to Mr. Avery.
July 8, 1940. Myron Avery to E. G. Amos, Chief, Division of Hazard Reduction, New
England Forest Emergency Project, Wendell Phillips Building, Boston, Massachusetts.
Dear Mr. Amos:
Your letter of July 1, 1940.
You will appreciate, I am sure, that your letter is totally at variance with that of March 7, 1940,
addressed to Mr. E.W. Conners in connection with this matter. You have stated that your letter of
April 24th to me might appear to me “to indicate a change of heart on our part in regard to the
Appalachian trail work”. That comment appears now to be decidedly an understatement of the
situation. Maine Forest Commissioner Rendall’s approval of this work is set forth in his letter to
you of March 12, 1940.
Your letter suggests the possibility of undertaking this work from camps which may be
established at Katahdin or Moosehead Lake. We refrained from over-zealously pressing these
matters in 1939 because of a full realization of the problems confronting the Forest Service after
the New England hurricane. (Subsequent developments suggest that this was a mistake.) We
took the matter up with you at an early date this year to allow sufficient opportunity to
accomplish whatever plans might be worked out. Thereafter we delayed to permit the completion
of the side camp work urgently desired by the Maine Forest Commissioner. The Elimination of
these difficulties, pointed out by your office, does not seem to have altered the situation. The past
dealings and correspondence, you will appreciate, lead to the conviction that, were such camps
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established, some other difficulty would be conjured up. Because of the relationship of the Trail
Conference with the Forest Service as a whole, if the past history of this matter offered the
slightest justification for a different result, we would prefer to risk awaiting developments,
despite the most serious Trail situation.
I am indeed surprised that you should hold out to us any such expectation. You are aware that
neither location is adjacent to any section requiring work. Further, all the existing difficulties
would be present were a camp located at Katahdin. Maine’s north and south highway system
makes it more difficult to reach western Maine from Katahdin than from Bridgton. Moreover,
unless there is some new project, as to which I am not advised, this proposed Katahdin camp
would be a side camp from the Park Service Camden Camp and not under your jurisdiction at all.
I trust that I am mistaken, but the nature of these suggestions certainly does not create with us the
impression of a bone fide attempt to complete this work. Your letters profess an interest in and
desire to do Trail work. Undoubtedly it would afford a needed balance to the Maine work where
the major activity of truck road construction as a boon to the landowners’ lumbering operations
has become quite current. We appreciate these expressions but in the end we have to evaluate
them by what is accomplished.
Because the final action of your of office and the impression created of its desire to rid itself of
any Trail work, I feel with regret that it is useless to urge the matter further at Boston. I must say
that I am at a complete loss to understand how you can justify your refusal to eliminate hurricane
damage and reopen the Trail route, as set forth in my letter of June 21, 1940. The reduction of
this hurricane hazard is the reason for the existence of your project. The importance of this
particular work, which I wrote of on June 21st, cannot be controverted. Why it was not
completed last year need not be discussed. It should have been and was not. Apart from any
consideration of completing the CCC work, the Kennebec-Bigelow situation rests on the same
basis as the hurricane elimination work done last year. (I say may that we urged this area last fall
and I am of the view that, except for the considerations urged on your Portland office, still
another area south of Bigelow on the Sugarloaf-Spaulding Range would not have been worked
over at all.) I say very frankly that I was surprised indeed, when you were apprised of the
existence of an extensive hurricane area, remaining after 1939, to learn that your office would
not proceed to eliminate it.
The second matter--and I am repeating the substance of earlier letters--is the completion and
restoration of the Trail in the hurricane-affected area. The present work is not a credit to the
Forest Service or to the CCC. The late Director Fechner made very clear his approval of the
Maine Trail work. The action of your office seems to overrule this. The amount of work
estimated for the lean-tos by Mr. Conners only emphasizes our point of the unfinished state of
these structures. Some, such as Saddleback Junior and Elephant, have been reported as distinct
fire hazards. The existing situation is of vital concern to us because it jeopardizes the future of
the Trail in Maine and its prestige. The value of the Trail as a means of fire protection has
already been demonstrated and publicized.
Were we initially suggesting this project, the difficulties of distance, etc., which you urge, would
be such that we should not press it. However, the Conference did not initiate this work. The
Maine Forest Service did in 1935. The conditions under which this work would be done differ
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not at all from those years. In fact, the work would need to be done in the identical manner as in
1938 by a mobile side camp. What was proper in 1935, 1936, 1937, and 1938, would seem
proper in 1940; at least, the project could be finished. It is by reason of this situation--and I am
sure you will appreciate its logic--that the Conference cannot feel that the consideration urged in
your letter of July 1st can properly be a controlling factor. We, of course, welcomed the Trail
work in 1935-8 but had we been able to foresee that it would be cut short in its presently
uncompleted state, saddling upon us all these hazards and problems, I am not sure but that we
would have been better off if it had never been undertaken.
In our meeting in April, 1940, I made known to you my conviction, created through past contacts
with your office, that the fundamental difficulty was a desire of your office to be rid of this Trail
work. You have assured me that I am mistaken and, at any rate, this is not your view.
Unfortunately, this is not an impression which I alone have formed. The sequence of events, the
correspondence delays, the necessity for constantly pressing this matter have not tended to dispel
this impression. Of course, I appreciate that yours is a busy office and I have tried to avoid
forming any erroneous impression on this score. You will recall that we suggested that if your
office would only complete the unfinished work, we would go our way and that the New
England Forest Emergency Project would never need hear again of The Appalachian Trail--this
we felt was what was desired.
This situation is one of real regret as well as real concern to me. Therefore, I have reviewed the
situation at length, as I would deem it futile to prolong this correspondence.
The situation as to the existing hurricane damage and your unwillingness to sanction its
elimination seem not only a totally unjustifiable attitude of the New England Forest Emergency
Project but a situation which will produce friction and undo much of the harmonious relation and
cooperation which the Forest Service, elsewhere, has established. We feel it our obligation to
avoid this situation, if possible and, therefore, I shall proceed to bring our correspondence of the
past half year to the personal attention of the Acting Forester and the Director of the Civilian
Conservation Corps.
{Copy Forest Commissioner Rendall}
July 8, 1940. Myron Avery to R. M. Evans, Regional Forester, Region 7, United States
Forest Service, Washington, D. C.
Dear Mr. Evans:
You may recall that some time ago I wrote you with respect to the difficulties being experienced
with the New England Forest Emergency Project on the completion of the elimination of the
hurricane damage on The Appalachian Trail in Maine. I had hoped that these problems were
settled but, most unfortunately for us, the Project has executed an about face and the work will
not receive its approval. To avoid the controversy and criticism which the changing of this
situation will undoubtedly produce, I should like to have an opportunity to discuss the matter
with Mr. Morell, as you suggested. I am writing an “off-the-record” letter to ask the best way to
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go about this. I had thought of summarizing the situation to Mr. Morell and attaching the
correspondence and asking for a personal interview.
I shall be grateful to you for any suggestions as to how to go about this and any approach or
introduction to Mr. Morell, whom I do not know. You can appreciate that this is a matter of vital
concern to us but I am afraid it is an unavailing battle.
{Personal} {See note on letter July 10 to Morell}
July 8, 1940. Myron Avery to Jewel Paint and Varnish Company, 345 North Western
Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Attention—Charles Rappmann.
Gentlemen:
Supplementing my letter of April 3rd, please send the additional quantity {12 gallons} of paint to
Harry Davis, Monson, Maine. The bill should show two shipments of twelve gallons each and be
made out to The Appalachian Trail Conference. Please have the bill sent to me. It will not be
necessary to specify on the bill the points to which the shipments of paint have been made.
{This is in quart cans white paint. Includes 8 qts. Store additional bearing in mind
correspondence about too light color. Advised Davis paint missing.}
July 10, 1940. Myron Avery to Elwin Storey, West Carry Pond Camps, Dead River, Maine
Dear Mr. Storey:
I am sending to you a copy of the Second Supplement to GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN
TRAIL IN MAINE, which has just been issued. I understand that you have a copy of the third
edition of this Guide which we sent to you at the time it was issued. You will note the directions
that we have given with respect to the temporary route of the Trail past West Carry Ponds and I
wanted to ask if you would tell any Trail traveler whom you may see to follow the Trail past the
West Carry Ponds and then take the Carry Pond Tote-road to Dead River Post Office and thence
go to the Ledge House. We hope to have up in the field in the near future signs telling of this
relocation but I thought it might help to keep some traveler from going on the discarded route to
ask you to warn anyone whom you might see.
Copy to Helon Taylor
July 10, 1940. Myron Avery to E. S. Steele, East Carry Pond Camps, Carry Pond, Maine.
Dear Mr. Steele:
1 am sending to you a copy of the Second Supplement to GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN
TRAIL IN MAINE, which has just been issued. I understand that you have a copy of the third
edition of this Guide which we sent to you at the time it was issued. You will note the directions
that we have given with respect to the temporary route of the Trail past West Carry Ponds and I
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wanted to ask if you would tell any Trail traveler who may come your way to follow the Trail
past the West Carry Ponds and then take the Carry Pond Tote-road to Dead River Post Office
and thence go to the Ledge House. We hope to have up in the field in the near future signs
telling of this relocation but I thought it might help to keep some traveler from going on the
discarded route to ask you to warn anyone whom you might see.
Copy to Helon Taylor
Jul 10, 1940. R. G. Stubbs, Maine Forest Service, to Myron Avery
Dear Avery:
I approve of the idea of a notice in each of the lean-tos on the Appalachian Trail which will
explain the primary purpose of that camp site. Herewith I am submitting the first paragraph in
revised form for your consideration:
NOTICE
“This lean-to on this public camp site is on private land with the permission of the owners.
It was erected by the Civilian Conservation Corps in cooperation with the Maine Forest
Service. It is a part of the Appalachian Trail, and it is primarily for use of those who are
travelling upon this trail.
“The continued existence of this structure…………………etc……………………….
“Above all, see that your fire—to the last spark—is out.
MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB”
It appears to me that we should give credit to the C.C.C. for what they have done on the Trail.
Mention is made of the Maine Forest Service, and the notice is signed by the Maine Appalachian
Trail Club, all to inform the public regarding those responsible for and interested in maintenance
of the trail itself.
Or would it be better to sign the notice by the Appalachian Trail Conference, or make some
reference to the Trail Conference in the notice?
I am returning Mr. Greenleaf’s letter, in which I do notice a change in attitude.
July 10, 1940. Myron Avery to Honorable Fred Morell, Assistant Chief, United States
Forest Service, Washington, D.C.
PERSONAL
My dear Mr. Morell:
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It is with a great deal of regret that I find it necessary to bring to your personal attention and to
request an opportunity to discuss with you in person the situation set forth in this letter and the
attached correspondence with the New England Forest Emergency Project.
I do so only because of my thought that the matter here involved is one which most properly
should come to your attention, and perhaps to that of the Director of the Civilian Conservation
Corps, by reason of the very harmonious relations hitherto existing between the Appalachian
Trail Conference and its affiliated organizations with the Forest Service and the cooperation
which we have experienced elsewhere, except with the New England Forest Emergency Project,
during the past years on all sections of the Appalachian Trail. We can all appreciate, I am sure,
how those situations become magnified with very destructive results. Therefore, in view of the
past connection of the Forest Service and the Trail Conference and my apprehension that the
publicizing of this situation could easily distort this relationship, I feel it most desirable to bring
this matter to your attention in its incipient stage.
I need not go into the matter of the Appalachian Trail project or of The Appalachian Trail
Conference. You are, of course, familiar with the Appalachian Trailway Agreement, initially
entered into between the Conference, the National Park Service and the United States Forest
Service. For your ready reference, I attach a copy of this document. A similar form of agreement
has been reached with thirteen of the fourteen States along the Trail route. I refer to the
Agreement, which is a declaration of policy, as defining the relationship between the Conference
and the federal organizations involved.
The progress made in the National Forests in the completion of The Appalachian Trail and its
facilities has been universally a source of great satisfaction. We have experienced the utmost
cooperation from the District Foresters and the Supervisors of the particular Forests involved.
This is particularly true at the present time in the George Washington and the Jefferson, where
the Trail route is being relocated by reason of the Blue Ridge Parkway. An outstanding example
was the recent construction in the Pisgah National Forest of some thirty miles of Trail, adjacent
to the Great Smoky Mountains National Park, fully equipped with a chain of shelters. Material
improvements have also been made in the Nantahala and Chattahoochee. The recreational
systems in the White Mountain and the Green Mountain National Forests have been already well
developed. Your representatives attended our meeting at Marion, Virginia, in February, 1939,
and at Amherst, Massachusetts, in March, 1939, where plans for cooperation between the Trail
Conference and the various Services were discussed.
Representatives of Region 7 were also present at our biennial Conference in August, 1939, at Mt.
Katahdin. Mr. Fechner, late Director of the Civilian Conservation Corps, attended this meeting
and his interest in The Appalachian Trail in Maine is manifested in his speech in the May issue
of Trailway News at pages 31-32, a copy of which I attach.
The situation which causes us grave concern arose with the creation of the New England Forest
Emergency Project and the attitude of that organization toward The Appalachian Trail work in
Maine.
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1 regret to have to trouble you with an extensive review of the situation but I feel that a better
and more complete picture of the situation will be available to you by attaching our
correspondence with the Forest Emergency Project during the past year. This is listed on a sheet
attached to this letter and will be found quite detailed and self-explanatory.
Briefly, the matter is two-fold. First, we had urged, without success, the Forest Emergency
Project to eliminate the existing hurricane damage which now renders The Appalachian Trail
between the Kennebec River and Mt. Bigelow impassable. Secondly, earlier this year, we had
had under discussion with the New England Forest Emergency Project the completing of CCC
work undertaken on the Trail in earlier years which had not been finished or adequately done and
the completion of hurricane elimination work between the Maine-New Hampshire line and Mt.
Bigelow, where elimination work was sketchily done in 1939. The particulars of this
uncompleted work are set forth in the letter from Mr. Amos to E. W. Conners under date of
March 7, 1940. I particularly call attention to the attitude of willingness to undertake this work
expressed by Mr. Amos at that time. I am unable to appreciate the considerations which have
prompted the reversal of attitude. My letter to Mr. Amos of July 8, 1940, summarizes the
existing situation and I particularly call it to your attention.
We are not suggesting in any manner any new work or any different procedure than that hitherto
followed in Maine.
Briefly, commencing in 1935, at the suggestion of the State of Maine Forest Service, the CCC
commenced extending the Appalachian Trail in Maine west of the Kennebec River toward the
Maine-New Hampshire line and installing a chain of lean-tos. This work continued annually
through 1938. It was carried on by side camps. The last year that the project was worked, in 1938,
it was carried out through a mobile side camp, based upon a truck and tenting party. The same
procedure would need be followed for the work here under discussion.
Western Maine was severely damaged, as was New Hampshire, by the hurricane of September,
1938, The work of reopening the old trails and tote-roads in the western part of the State were
carried out in 1939 by a side camp from the Bridgton, Maine, CCC camp and by a Forest Service
Deficiency Camp at Andover, Maine. The section of The Appalachian Trail, shown on the map
in the enclosed GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE, from Mt. Bigelow to the
Maine-New Hampshire line was sketchily gone over at this time and reopened to make it
passable. This work, however, was far from complete in the sense of Trail restoration in that only
the major barriers were removed so as to permit travel. The work done is in no way comparable
to the trail restoration in the White Mountain National Forest and adjacent areas. The unfinished
state of the lean-tos and the failure to erect latrines at these structures is commented on in the
attached correspondence. The project is not a credit to the CCC or the Forest Service. It left in
this state a distinct burden and liability to the Trail Conference through the extension of the Trail
undertaken by the CCC. We, therefore, had suggested to the Forest Emergency Project that it
should complete the work undertaken, carrying on what had been done heretofore satisfactorily
by Region 7. We could see no reason why this same mode of carrying on the work through the
years of 1935-38 would not justify the completion of this project; at least all hurricane damage
could be eliminated.
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Subsequently it appeared that considerable hurricane damage exists between Mt, Bigelow and
the Kennebec River. This was not worked over in 1939. It is the subject of my letter of June 21,
1940, to Mr. Amos. It seemed to us that this elimination of hurricane damage was the primary
purpose of the New England Forest Emergency Project and, in view of the need and purpose to
be served by the reopening of the Trail in this section, the attitude of the Boston office in
refusing to undertake this work is most difficult to appreciate. It seems totally at variance with
the underlying purpose of its organization.
By reason of our past cooperative program with both the Forest Service and National Park
Service, we have proceeded, I believe in these matters, with deference and great consideration
toward the correctness of the views of the Federal authorities involved. We have made in our
minds every effort to justify the stand of the Boston Office. We are unable to do so. Perhaps this
office, by reason of the nature of its organization and history, has not the traditional Forest
Service viewpoint. Certainly the letter of February 16, 1940, stating my lack of knowledge of
Forest Service policies, is decidedly at variance with the correspondence elsewhere with the
Service. I am sure that, had the Service generally considered that I was so uninformed on these
matters, it would have hardly requested me to testify before the Joint Committee on Forestry on
Senate Res. 31 (75th Cong,) and House Con. Res, 11 and 23 (76th Cong,). My testimony appears
In Part 2 of the hearings of June 30th and July 1st, 1939, pages 421-4. This expression of attitude
and the other opinions expressed by the New England Forest Emergency Project is, to our mind,
the fundamental difficulty and not the nature of the work here involved. We cannot quite
understand that what Region 7 sanctioned in 1935, 1936, 1937 and 1938 is so erroneous that the
New England Forest Emergency Project must correct this practice.
Rightly or wrongly, the impression has been left with our authorities, who have discussed the
matter with the officials at Boston, and others, that at Boston there is a desire to be rid of this
type of work. We cannot appreciate that the difficulties now urged, which existed through all the
years when this work was carried on previously in the same manner as would have to be done
this year, can justify the position taken by the Boston Office. Its suggestions of undertaking this
work elsewhere and in the future seem unsubstantial palliatives. If the Boston office is
conscientiously of the view that it is precluded from undertaking this work (in which it professes
an extreme interest), we deem the situation one to be properly brought to your attention with the
thought that some liberalization of the existing regulations might be obtained to cover the present
situation.
The publicizing of this situation, when it has become apparent that the Forest Service and the
CCC activity in Maine has totally ceased, with the trail left in this very unsatisfactory and
undesirable state, will, I fear, create an impression which will be quite detrimental to the good
will which the Forest Service has built up. It will certainly, I fear, suggest criticism of both
Services and be to the ultimate detriment of all concerned.
In any event, the situation, the attitude and the expressions of the Boston Office are so much at
variance with the cooperation and activities carried out elsewhere by the Forest Service that I felt
the situation was one which I could most properly request an opportunity to discuss with you. I
should like to make clear that in my comment I have no thought of personal criticism of Mr.
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E. G. Amos, In Charge of Hazard Reduction, in expressing the view that, since these activities
passed out of the control of Region 7, he had felt there existed a strong desire to be rid of The
Appalachian trail work. In view of Mr. Amos’ expressions of desire to undertake this work, I
hope very much that it will be possible to resolve the present dilemma and that the New England
Forest Project may be able to eliminate the remaining hurricane damage on the Appalachian
Trail, restore that section to use and complete restoration of the Trail to the west between
Bigelow and the Maine-New Hampshire line, so that it may be a credit both to the Forest Service,
the CCC and The Appalachian Trail Conference.
I enclose an additional copy of this letter which you may care to forward to the Boston Office, so
that, if I have in any manner left with you any erroneous impression, I may be apprised of any
exception which the New England Forest Emergency Project may take to my review of the
situation.
I, therefore, request, if it seems impossible to reach some solution of this matter otherwise, an
opportunity to come to Washington to discuss this matter with you.
July 10, 1940. Myron Avery to Helon N. Taylor, Eustis, Maine.
Dear Helon:
1 have sent to you copy of the letter which I have written, trying to get the signs, and I am
enclosing a self-explanatory letter to West Carry and East Carry Pond Camps. I would suggest
that you ask the people at the Ledge House and tell the watchmen on Mt. Bigelow to give the
same warning to Trail travelers.
I am sorry to say that I was unable to make at Boston any progress in getting the CCC
immediately back into the Kennebec-Bigelow area. Whether it will materialize later we do not
know. I am taking the matter up in Washington with the hope of getting some action but this at
best will be a long hard road.
I think, therefore, that we are going to have to work out our own route. What I wanted to know is
whether you thought it would be practical to use the old tote-road which we spoke about, which I
believe comes into the highway south of the Ledge House. I should hate to abandon the Jerome
Brook lean-to by using the Carry Ponds Tote-road. However, we may not have any choice and if
Wing moves the Cold Stream Lean-to to the Ledge House, we will be just as well off as far as
the chain of lean-tos is concerned. It would be a question as to whether, assuming that the toteroad that Wing had in mind was practical, the offset north to the Ledge House would be longer
than that from Dead River Post Office to the Ledge House. If this suggestion is practical, I
should assume that, as soon as you had an opportunity, you could cut the connection between the
West Carry Pond Tote-road and the present Trail on the side of Round top. As soon as you have
an opportunity to look over the country and tell me what you think we should do, we can be
guided accordingly.
July 11, 1940. Myron Avery to R. M. Evans, Regional Forester, Region 7,
United States Forest Service, Washington, D. C. PERSONAL
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Dear Mr. Evans:
Further to my letter of July 8th to you. I send you a copy of my letter to the Assistant Chief of
the Forest Service in charge of CCC work, and the attached correspondence, as you
may wish to know the situation.
I am most grateful to you for your assistance.
July 11, 1940. Myron Avery to R. E. Rendall, Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Mr. Rendall:
I thought it advisable, to acquaint you with the situation, to send you a copy of my last letter to
the New England Forest Emergency Project. Their reversal of attitude in this matter is a decided
shock to us.
I assume that you will bring this to the attention of Mr. Conners. I shall advise you of further
developments.
July 15, 1940, Helon Taylor to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
I have your letter of July 10th. Sorry to hear C.C.C. not to be available at present but we will
struggle along some way. Will tell people at Ledge House and Watchman to warn travelers too.
About the old tote road Viles Wing spoke about. lt has not been used for 25 years or more and
the section has been logged over about 10 years ago. It would be as much of a job to open that as
to cut new all the way and it hits the old A. T. at the head of West Carry Pond so you would miss
West Carry Camps and the lean-to at Jerome Brook. I think the way we came out is the best
route and the least work to open. I think Viles will give me some help to open it and if so he and
I can open it in one day. Will not start work until we hear from you that this is what you want
done.
July 15, 1940. Myron Avery to Everett F. Greaton, Executive Secretary, Maine
Development Commission, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Mr. Greaton:
1 am sending you a picture of the diorama which I tried to describe to you. This photo, of course,
is of the diorama prepared for general Appalachian Trail exhibits. We still have to make a
substitute wing for Maine.
Dictated by Hr. Avery but written and mailed after he had left Washington to return to New York.
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July 16, 1940. A. L. Sauls, Sauls Planograph Co., Washington, D.C. to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Referring to your letter of July 6, and the sample maps you sent us, subsequently. For the most
part, the corrections should be made on the negative where negatives are available. In some cases,
the change may be made on the printing plate, and in others, it may be best to make a change on
the present copy.
It seems to me that it would be wise to send us the negatives and let us determine when printing
where the change could best be made. In any event, the charge for the changes will be made on a
time basis, and is rather difficult to estimate the amount necessary.
I would use the existing negatives wherever possible in preference to making new negatives from
printed reproductions.
If you require further or more detailed information, I shall be glad to attempt to supply it.
July 16, 1940. R. M. Evans, Regional Forester, U. S. Forest Service, Washington, D. C., to
Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
It happens that your letter of July 8 reached me just as I was leaving Washington for a few days
in the field with Mr. Morrell. I mentioned to him your desire to discuss with him the
Appalachian Trail project in Maine and he said that he would be glad to do this at any time
convenient to both of you. I suggest that you write to him to arrange for such a conference.
You know, of course, that this matter is now entirely outside of my province and I wish for
obvious reasons to be kept out of the discussion.
July 17, 1940. Myron Avery to E. E. Keister, Shenandoah Publishing House, Strasburg,
Virginia
Dear Mr. Keister:
I want to place an order for 200 Cloth Signs, size 10 x 8 inches, printed black ink on Holliston
All-Weather Waterproof Sign Cloth which I understand you will furnish for $9.50. These signs
are to contain the data previously sent you.
When the signs are ready, will you please deliver 150 to Mr. Charles W. Williams, 5215 Kansas
Avenue, N. W., Washington, D. C., and send 50 to me at the address given below.
I am returning herewith your book of samples.
{Copy Williams}
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July 17, 1940. Walter B. Hamilton, Map Draftsman, State Highway Commission, Augusta,
Maine, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I am sending under separate cover the maps, number 8, 9 and 11, of the Appalachian Trail with
the highways marked thereon in accordance with your letter of July 8, 1940.
I hope that this will prove satisfactory.
July 17, 1940. Myron Avery to Helon Taylor
Dear Helon:
Am glad to have your letter of July 15th. Note what you say about the tote-road which Wing
spoke of being in such terrible shape.
I have taken this CCC matter to Washington and plan to put up a strenuous campaign to get the
detachment back to finish the work. I don’t know if I can make any progress. If we do, it would
be too late for our purposes so we are left with this problem.
Since you are undertaking to do most of the work I feel that what is done should be what you
wish. I think under the circumstance what you have in mind is by far the best thing to do. New
trail from the Carry Pond Tote-road to the existing A.T. to avoid Round Top and then the old. It
means less change of route and keeps the Jerome Brook lean-to. It would be too bad to by-pass
that. I hope Wing will help as you expect. If you think you can open it in a day you will be doing
something. The drawback about that section is that from the Ledge House to Jerome Brook calls
for a lot of maintenance. Those alders and sprouts in that mile and a half section will take a lot of
work each year. They ought to be clipped down close. Of course it has the one advantage of
being near the road. So if you are so disposed I suggest you proceed that way.
The first thing to do would be to clear that new link so I can measure it when I come. I will be
there by the middle of August but there is a good chance that I can slip up for a week-end before
that. I can get a train coming into Farmington from here. Would you have to meet me in
Farmington or is there any bus service that I could take to the Ledge House and then I could
easily finish that measuring that day? Take Bigelow the next and the Bigelow Range Trail the
next day. But did you tell me that there was some part of that which I couldn't get over?
Let me know how you get along so I can plan accordingly.
Copy Stubbs
July 19, 1940. Stan Attwood to Myron Avery.
Friend Myron:
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Took a ride to Oquossoc via Rangeley, then back through Houghton to Frye, across Roxbury
Notch to Andover, thence to Upton via East B Hill.
Thought I might as well take in the latter territory and see what I could find out.
Auto speedometer readings, which you can forward to cartographer as they may be of some help
in locating Dunn’s Notch trail on the map:
Frye brook to Dunn’s Notch (sign at left)
Frye brook to Foot East B Hill
Frye brook to Summit East B Hill

2.1 m
2.1 m
3.3 m

Frye brook to Town line between Andover
North Surplus and C Surplus

4.5 m

Frye brook to Town line between C Surplus
and Upton
5.2 m
Frye brook to Bridge over Swift Cambridge River 7.9 m
Frye brook to Intersection of Maine Highway 26

9.1 m

{All A.T. and other signs put up by MAC in place. Don’t know yet if Dan Wight painted Old
Speck side trail last Sunday.}
{Extra copy put in Guidebook File.}
July 19, 1940. L. F. Schmeckebier to Helon Taylor
Dear Mr. Taylor:
At the request of Mr. Myron H. Avery I am sending under separate cover the signs listed on the
attached sheet. Mr. Avery did not indicate the location for the two signs reading “Lumbering in
this section” etc. Perhaps you know where these are to be placed. I have called Mr. Avery’s
attention to the fact that this information is missing, and he will doubtless advise you if he has
not already done so.
Galvanized nails are inclosed with the signs. If the signs are placed on living trees the nails
should not be driven home, but should be left projecting about one half inch. If the nails are
driven home the tree will push the sign off the nails. The facing sheets should be kept on the
signs until they are put in place. While the paint is dry, the black is likely to rub until the sign
has been in the open air for some time.
[Addendum on Avery’s copy:] Pete and Burlew and I finally got to Ashby Gap and staked out
the location for the leanto. I have taken the description to the trust company.
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MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB
Augusta, Maine
July 20, 1940.
To the Officers of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club:
This is to advise further of the results of our efforts to have the CCC complete the restoration of
hurricane damage in western Maine. The matter is outlined in my letter of April 6, 1940. At that
time, the prospect was promising. Most unfortunately for us, the Boston office of the New
England Forest Emergency Project executed an about face and concluded that, with its present
set-up, it could not continue the program. This is a serious matter for us. There seems nothing to
be accomplished locally and I have taken the matter up with the authorities at Washington.
I shall use every effort to obtain the completion of the work through the CCC but the situation, at
present, is not encouraging.
It will be recalled that at the Katahdin Conference, Acadia Park Assistant Superintendent Hadley
expressed the view that he might be able to complete the lean-to chain between Nahmakanta
Lake and Moxie Bald Mtn. Unfortunately, the removal of the CCC Camp involved has precluded
this. We still hope that Mr. Hadley can work out his proposal.
The new Katahdin Region map has been sent to Maine Appalachian Trail Club members. It was
thought advisable to issue it now in order to defray its costs from sales. (It will be available at
Katahdin Stream and probably at Chimney Pond.) Then too the availability of the printed map
will make the final product a better job.
Approximately eighty copies of the Maine Guide remain. I have spent much labor on the
preparation of the manuscript for the fourth edition. The maps are being revised. A new map,
greatly improved, has been compiled as a substitute for the existing Maine Highway 4 to MaineNew Hampshire Line Map. For the missing area in the maps, we have plotted the Trail on
U.S.G.S. sheets, with the State adding the highways. This will give three new maps and a
detailed chain of maps for the Guide.
The illustrated story on the registration cylinder at Katahdin in the Portland Sunday Telegram of
July 7, 1940, was prepared by the Maine Appalachian Trail Club Director of Publicity.
Myron H. Avery
Overseer of Trails,
Maine Appalachian Trail Club
{Copy Attwood, Hadley, Greaton, Sawtelle}
July 20, 1940. Marion Park to Myron Avery.
You asked how many Maine Guides we have. There are just about 80. I have not counted for
sure, but there were 84. at Dr. Schmeckebiers and I brought one package in, leaving 63 out there,
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and I had about ten on hand and have sold eleven since, so that would leave 83. I think that is
about right.
I will send you some stamps either tomorrow or Monday. I did not think to get them today.
Marion
July 22, 1940. Myron Avery to Dick Reed, Maine Development Commission, Augusta,
Maine.
Dear Dick:
From what I read in the New York Times coming from you, I think that you must have a leased
wire down here. Tuna! How times have changed from the days when we regarded them a horse
mackerel and good for nothing.
I suppose you noticed that the Portland Telegram picked up your story about those two hikers
from Pittsburgh and used it in the editorial columns on July 14th. Those boys have made good
time to be at the Maine-New Hampshire Line. By the way, to keep the Maine aspect of those
releases, if you refer to me, don’t disown me. That item said "Myron H, Avery of Washington,
D.C.” My legal residence is in the state--Lubec--and always has been. Since I definitely left
Washington, being permanently transferred in April to this office, my Washington connection is
a thing of the past also.
By the way, this copy (enclosed) of the Katahdin map may be of use to you. Miss Stephenson
sent copies and note to Mr. Greaton,
MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB, inc.
Augusta, Maine
July 22, 1940.
To Members of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club:
Repainting of The Appalachian Trail in Maine will be required this year from Yoke Ponds to
Pleasant River Road and from Monson to Moxie Lake. The work will be done in late August.
The Supervisor of Trails would be glad to furnish details to Maine Appalachian Trail Club
members who wish to join him for any period of time in this work.
Myron H. Avery
Supervisor of Trails
Maine Appalachian Trail Club
United States Maritime Commission
45 Broadway, New York City.
July 24, 1940. Harry Davis, Monson, Maine, to Myron H. Avery
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Dear Sir –
You may send on the $30.00 as soon as convenient as I have spent it all including a few jobs that
I have arranged for. We have all the trail gone over between Monson and Blanchard also the
Little Wilson route on this end and will continue to improve the trail as well as finishing the
crossway on upper Little Wilson stream. We have also gone through to Troutdale and have the
trail in good shape to top of Moxie Bald with the exception of 4 large logs that need crosscut saw
to move. Now we are up against it on the strip from top of Moxie Bald Mt. down to Troutdale.
This section I am advising that we relocate. I would like to run down over the watchman’s trail
to foot of Moxie lake and then join up with Pleasant pond section from there as it will be very
expensive to keep any kind of passway over the burnt lands as the condition now is bushes high
as your shoulders together with all kinds of dead stubs and tops fell into the trail and this
condition will continue for years.
We did lay out three days work on this end and then gave it up as not a practical route. However
the State is going to team a new Look-out Station and camp up over this route in near future so
this will open it up enough to let us through and we can follow this trail after that for the rest of
this season but it will go right back into a mess that will take several days every year to make
even a poor trail over this old burn so I wish to reroute before another season.
At is much cheaper and better to run trails in deep forest and as to Troutdale we do not need this
point and if we do it can be reached up the old R. R. trail where it now is.
The paint is in in good shape (15 gal) and I will use some of it in painting portions of the Trail
around here.
Before I get through I will have laid out much more than the 30.00 but this I will give to the Club
my work and the use of my car is free.
Will be pleased to hear from you soon as possible.
{Copy Stubbs, Greene}
July 25, 1940. Dick Reed, Maine Development Commission, to Myron H. Avery,
United States Maritime Commission, 45 Broadway, New York City.
Dear Myron:
Thanks for your recent note and this to inform you that your application for a return to
citizenship in the good old state of Maine will be given full consideration.
From latest reports the boys are through New Hampshire and well along the way.
The map will come in very handy I am sure and some day I hope to make the Maine end of the
trek myself.
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The New York Times is very good to us and Ray Camp’s column means a lot of business for
Maine.
When are you coming up to see us.
July 29,1940. Guy P. Butler, Manager, State of Maine Publicity Bureau, Portland, Maine,
to Marion Park, Assistant Secretary, Appalachian Trail Conference
Dear Miss Park:
I am terribly sorry to inform you that the State of Maine Poster Stamps come in full sheets of 24
stamps to a sheet. It is impossible to separate any one particular stamp without, of course,
spoiling a whole sheet.
We do appreciate your interest, and hope that you will never hesitate to call upon us when we
can be of assistance to you.
July 25, 1940. Fred Morrell, Acting Chief, USDA Forest Service to Myron H.. Avery,
Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Inc., 2035 Rosemount Avenue, N.W. Washington, D. C.
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have your letter of July 10 with enclosures and note your request to discuss the subject with me
in person. I hope to spend a day in Boston within the next two weeks at which time I shall take
the opportunity of going over the matter with our people there and following that would seem an
appropriate time for us to discuss the subject. Possibly we can do so in New York on my return
trip from Boston, or if you would prefer to be present at the discussion with our people in Boston,
I can wire you the date when I will be there so that if practicable you can arrange to be there at
that time.
It seems to me that the whole question boils down to the practicability of our doing the work that
you have requested. From reports that I have, and from personal discussion that I had with
Messrs. Amos and Clark when I was last in Boston, the practicable difficulties seem to be serious.
I do not know that I can find any way to overcome them, but if I can I shall be very glad to do so.
July, 1940.
SECOND
SUPPLEMENT
To
GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE
- July, 1940 –
Page references are to third edition of GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN
MAINE. See also SUPPLEMENT of 1939, 16 pp.
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*****
{Price 10 cents}
{3/40 2 copies in manuscript for Me. Guide
GENERAL
TRAIL CONDITIONS
During the summer of 1939, the route of the Trail in western Maine from the Maine-New
Hampshire line to the east base of Mt, Bigelow was reopened by a side camp from the Jefferson
CCC Camp and a U. S. Forest Service Deficiency Camp. This work of eradicating the hurricane
damage was completed in November, 1939. The damage was particularly heavy on the
Mahoosuc Range, C Pond Region, Elephant--Old Blue Sag, the Sugarloaf--Mt. Spaulding Range
and on Little Bigelow. The entire trail (initially opened in August, 1937} has been reopened
thruout and is readily passable. Emphasis during 1940 will be placed on the renewal of all paint
blazes. Further elimination of the wind-throw and blowdowns occurring subsequent to the
hurricane along the Trail route will be undertaken during the summer by a side camp from the
Bridgton CCC Camp.
The Trail from Katahdin to Monson was in particularly good condition in 1939.
The entire Trail route from Katahdin to Yoke Ponds (57 miles) was repainted in 1939.
LEAN-TOS
The chain of lean-tos is now continuous from Katahdin to Nahmakanta Lake and from Moxie
Bald Mtn. to the Maine-New Hampshire line. The existing structures (see Appalachian Trailway
New, vol. 1, no. 2} are:
3.14 m. Hunt Spur; 5.24 m. Katahdin Stream Campsite; 11.05 m. Penobscot West Branch; 20.74
m. Rainbow Lake; 32.96 m. Nahmakanta Lake; 123.72 m. Moxie Bald Mtn.; 146 m. Pierce
Pond; 153.8 m. Carrying Place Brook; 166.95 m. Jerome Brook; 174.76 m. Bigelow Col.; 177.76
m. Horns Pond (2); 186.47 m. Sugarloaf Mtn.; 192 m. Spaulding Mtn.; 200.75 m. Saddleback
Mtn.; 208.3 m. Piazza Rock; 219.8 m. Sabbath Day Pond; 228 m. Elephant Mtn.; 236.62 m.
Squirrel Rock; 245.9 m. Frye Brook; 252.62 m. Grafton Notch; 256.05 m. Speck Pond (A.M.C.);
261. m. Full Goose (A.M.C.); 265.5 m. Carlo Col (A.M.C.).
Tentative arrangements were made during the Ninth Appalachian Trail Conference for the
elimination of the existing gap (Nahmakanta Lake to Moxie Bald Mtn.) by the building of some
9 structures by a detail from the CCC Camp at Acadia National Park.
MAPS
The state of Maine has resumed limited appropriations for topographic mapping. During 1939-40
field work was done on the Sebec Quadrangle (Katahdin Iron Works in its northwest quarter)
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and Oquossoc Quadrangle (west of Rangeley Quadrangle). Advance sheets should be available
in 1941.
- Page 17 A second edition of GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN NEW ENGLAND (260 pp., 6
maps, $l.25) is obtainable from The Appalachian Trail Conference, 901 Union Trust Building,
Washington, D.C.
- Page 35 The Katahdin Game Preserve has been extended from 90,000 to 110,000 acres. For the new
boundaries see Chapter 5, 1939 Maine Public Laws.
The present (July, 1940) extent of Baxter State Park is 17,960 acres. In 1939 the Maine
Legislature (Chapter 1, Public and Special Laws, 1939) accepted a conveyance from Percival P.
Baxter of 12,000 acres, the northwest and southeast quarters of T.5 R.9 (Traveler Town),
respectively. The State Park thus consists of two separate tracts--Mr. Baxter’s initial deed in
1931 of 5,960 acres and the 1939 conveyance of 12,000 acres. Mr. Baxter has made purchases in
the vicinity of the State Park.
The Baxter State Park Commission has been abolished (Chapter 6, Public Laws, 1939). The area
is now under the supervision of the State Forest Commissioner, the Commissioner of Inland
Fisheries and Game and the Attorney General. No appropriation was made by the 1939
legislature for the Katahdin region.
- Page 39 The Arrow Guide (second edition, $1.00, 384 pages) published by the Fred L. Tower Companies,
Middle St., Portland, Maine, is a very complete automobile route and recreational guide to Maine.
It contains chapters on Katahdin, The Appalachian Trail in Maine, Canoe Routes, etc.
The 1939 and 1940 issues of In the Maine Woods (Bangor and Aroostook Railroad, Bangor, Me.,
15¢) contains two contributions to the literature of the Katahdin regions: Katahdin, Its History
and Artists and Katahdin, by Myron H, Avery.
For a resume of the course of the wanderings of Donn Fendler, lost for 9 days in August, 1939,
in the Katahdin region, see Donn Fendler – Lost at Katahdin, Appalachian Trailway News,
January, 1940 obtainable from Appalachian Trail Conference (subscription, three issues yearly,
$1.00).
- Page 43 –
During the summer of 1939 a ranger was stationed at the Katahdin Stream Campsite.
- Pages 46, 121 –
Saddle horses, particularly for the trip from the Roaring Brook terminus of the Millinocket-Basin
Ponds Road to Chimney Pond, could be hired during 1938 and 1939 from Jack Grant at the
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G.N.P. Depot Campsite on Avalanche Brook. Automobile transportation was also available from
the same source (Jack Grant, P.0, Avalanche Brook, Millinocket, Maine).
- Page 64 –
The Sentinel Mtn. Trail was recleared in 1939. Its length is 3.24 m.; from the Sentinel Mtn.
Landing (southwest shore of Kidney Pond) it is 2 m. to the summit; the Landing is 1.25 from
York’s Camps.
- Page 65 —
The measured length of the trail to Doubletop Mtn. is 4 m. from the Millinocket-Greenville Road
at the old Foster Campground. If Nesowadnehunk Stream can be forded, this is shortest approach
to the mountain. When stream is high, follow Kidney Pond Camp road southwest for 0.6 m.
across bridge over stream, then follow up close to west bank of stream to intersect trail from
Foster’s Campground at 0.45 m., just after that route crosses Nesowadnehunk Stream.
Use care to locate trail approximately midway in old Foster Campground; enter woods in 100 ft.
After 350 ft., turn right upstream. Cross Nesowadnehunk Stream at 0.42 m., turning right 150 ft.
beyond. At 0.83 m., route from Rocky Pond comes in. Beyond {on left}, route is quite clear,
except in crossing old campground. For 0.9 m., from sag at 3.1 m., route is extremely steep and
rough.
- Pages 70 and 71 –
There has been a minor trail relocation at the site of the burned Basin Ponds Camp.
- Page 81 –
The North Peaks Trail was recleared in 1929 by Henri Soucie in the employ of W. F. Tracey of
the Russell Pond Camps.
- Page 90 –
Wassataquoik South Branch Trail
This Trail was relocated in 1939 by W. F. Tracey. The southern portion, leading from Roaring
Brook past Sandy Stream and Whitten Ponds, has been abandoned as far as the southernmost
crossing of Wassataquoik Stream. The new route eliminates this wet section on the old trail. It
leaves the Basin and Chimney Ponds Trail at a point 3/4 m. up that trail from the terminus of the
automobile road at Roaring Brook. Distances are approximately the same.
- Page 121 –
The Camp, begun and partly constructed at Chimney Pond by the Baxter State Park Commission
in 1937, remains uncompleted and is not in use. There is no change in the facilities available at
Chimney Pond.
- Pages 121, 126, 276 –
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Three open lean-tos, accommodating six people each, were built at Katahdin Stream Campsite in
1939 by a crew from the Maine Forest Service.
Section [?], North to South
- Page 126 (reverse p. 276) The old Hunt Trail on the left (south bank) of Katahdin Stream (the original route of The
Appalachian Trail) which forks left, going south, from the presently marked white-blazed
Appalachian Trail at 3.58 m. from Baxter Peak, was recleared in the fall of 1939 as a fire trail.
- Page 133 (reverse, page 270) –
The old tote-road (4 ½ m.} between the foot of Rainbow Lake and Nahmakanta Lake Camps was
in 1939 widened and improved by Fred M. Clifford so as to be passable by a light truck for
fishing parties. The Trail route is the same.
- Page 143 (reverse, page 261) The Little Boardman Mtn. side trail, cut by Charles Berry, is 0.7 m. in length. It affords
remarkable views and should not be overlooked.
- Page 154 (reverse, page 252) –
From Bodfish farm to Vaughn Stream the old tote-road has been made passable by automobile;
the road now leads to a lumber mill.
- Page 159 (reverse, page 249) The Old Watson House has been remodeled to afford accommodations (Proprietor, A. D. Boyer,
Monson, Me.).
- Page 159 (reverse, page 248) –
For transportation at Monson, consult Day Motor Service.
- Page 161 (reverse, page 246) –
Accommodations are now obtainable in Blanchard (Mrs. Charles Decker, P. O. Blanchard, Me.).
This is the second house on left below the bridge over Piscataquis River.
- Pages 172-3 (reverse, pages 238-240) –
This section of Trail has been abandoned. See 1939 SUPPLEMENT.
- Page 175 (reverse, pages 236-7) - Pages 235-6 (reverse, pages 237-3} –
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Substitute the following for the North to South data for the trail along little Bigelow Mtn.:
[No text]
- Pages 196-7 (reverse, page 217) –
Between 8.65 m.. and 10 m,. The Appalachian Trail in this section has been relocated. The new
route continues up the old Mountain Brook Tote-road (instead of turning right, west, ascending
over Spruce Mtn.), ascending gradually. Near the height of land, an old set of lumber camps is
passed, then the road, well-worn, skirts the east and south shores of Surplus Pond, coming into
the old Appalachian Trail route at the outlet of Surplus Pond. The new route avoids the steep
climb over Spruce Mtn. Maintenance was particularly difficult here and the views which
controlled the original location in this section have become obscured by the growth of timber.
This change was made by the Bates Outing Club in the fall of 1939. The length of the section is
unchanged.
- Page 201 (Reverse page 211) –
The Poplar Tavern at North Newry is now under the management of Sam T. Smith and is known
as the Appalachian House. It caters to hiking groups and is an excellent center for mountain
climbing in this region.
- Page 149, last paragraph (supplementing pages 14 and 15 of 1939 SUPPLEMENT)
There are now two roads from Brownville Junction to Katahdin Iron Works, the converted
railroad grade and the highway via Arbo’s. The conversion of the railroad into a road passable by
automobile by the lumber company has resulted in the abandonment of the converted railroad
service noted in the Guidebook. This road is narrow and its use by trucks hauling pulpwood
sometimes occasions difficulty. Use care. The old highway via Arbo’s has been reported as in
very bad condition for 6 miles of its length. The tollgates on the converted railroad to Katahdin
Iron Works have been removed and a permit is no longer required. A road is in construction from
Brownville Junction to Norcross and Millinocket which follows the old road to Katahdin Iron
Works (not the converted railroad) as far as Arbo’s.
August 2, 1940. Dessa F. King, Secretary to Mr. Morrell, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
On July 25 Mr. Fred Morrell wrote you in reply to your letter of July 10 with reference to your
interest in the Appalachian Trail. This letter was addressed to you here in Washington, but since
no word was received from you when Mr. Morrell left last evening for Boston, it occurred to him
that his letter may not have reached you. Today I obtained your office and home addresses from
Miss Jean Stephenson. She stated that you are now in Maine, out of reach of mail or wire, but
that you will probably return on Sunday. I am therefore writing to say that Mr. Morrell will be in
Boston at the Office of the New England Forest Emergency Project today and tomorrow, - just
on the chance that you may return earlier than planned, - and he will be registered at the Taft
Hotel in New York on Monday, and will try to contact you at your office there.
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I am sending copy of this letter to you at your Tarrytown address in the hope that it may reach
you in time to arrange for the meeting which Mr. Morrell suggested in his letter to you.
{Jean: Please return my letters, notes and suggestions. Don’t bother to dismiss it. Myron}
August 5, 1940. Miss Dessa P. King, Secretary to Fred Morrell, U. S. Forest Service,
Washington, D.C.
My dear Miss King:
I am replying to your air mail letter of August 2 which I found at my office on my return this
evening from New England.
I have not received Mr. Morrell’s letter of July 25th. I had assumed that I would hear from him in
due course and consequently did not follow up my letter of July 10th.
My mailing address will be found at the conclusion of my letter of July 10th. My being in New
England last week would have afforded an opportunity for this Conference without the necessity
for another special trip. I appreciate, however, your efforts as manifested in your letter of August
2nd to make contact with me.
You will, of course, explain the situation to Mr. Morrell and say that I await his pleasure in the
matter. I shall expect to hear from him. My address is that given below.
Very truly yours,
Myron H. Avery
U,S.Maritime Commission,
45 Broadway,
New York City
Jean: Marion: To see if you have seen this letter. I don’t quite see why Jean said I couldn’t be
reached. My home and office has an address which telegrams can reach eventually. It means an
extra trip.
August 6, 1940. Myron Avery to Lawson Reeves, Dryden, Maine
Dear Lawson:
In keeping with our conversation I have sent to you to-day by prepaid express some tools for the
trail work particularly those briars and bushes from Orbeton Stream north. The package includes
a pair of long-handled pruning shears, three weeders, two scrapers and 160 A.T. markers. In case
you wish to know where these tools are obtained you can find that in the Tool section of the Trail
Manual which you have. I asked you to return that carton. On seeing it I changed my mind. My
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only worry is whether it will stand the trip at all. I hope so. It shows how much dampness we get
in the basements at Tarrytown. That was a good carton when I brought it up in June.
I thought it just as well to send you a real supply of A.T. markers so as not to have to trouble
later when sending some. You will need to get galvanized nails--you know the size--to put them
up with. Be sure not to use the ordinary kind.
As I said we have a paint cache in Monson. When I get there in August I plan to send paint to
you, Sawyer and Taylor quite a supply so you will not need to call on for any for some time and
to reduce transportation expense. I understand you will not need any before then.
Soon I will send you a carbon of a letter outlining conditions etc. as I found them on my trip.
I am passing on to Sawyer your comment about your transportation difficulties and that you
would like to put in more trail work if you could get to and back from the field. I am letting
Sawyer know this for when his crews go up to work, they might well be able to pick you up and
bring you back particularly since you meet on Saddleback. I am asking Sawyer to bear your
situation in mind and notify you of any possible opportunities.
Helon Taylor wants at some time to pass on the two-mile section of Trail from Bigelow Village
to Stratton Pond Dam. It was painted last year and is good except for bushes. It does give a great
view from the base of Bigelow. It seems to me, however, that like that project for the side trail to
Abraham, you are going to have enough to do for a couple of years to get those bushes on the
four miles from Spaulding Lean-to to Orbeton Stream under control and keep them that way, to
take on this too. One can, however, get to both ends of this by car.
We had-flies, load and all a great trip and I hope we can repeat it soon.
With best regards and thanks to Mrs. Reeves for the dinner.
P. S. Be sure to leave the nails projecting one quarter inch on the A.T. markers and board signs.
Helon: Reeves has done a good job so far. Saddleback to Orbeton Stream requires a little more
cairns and paint on the open but is in the best shape I have seen it as is the mile west of the firetower. However the bushes are terrible on the four miles from the lean-to to Orbeton Stream. For
two years he will have all he can do to get these under control as well as the two miles on
Sugarloaf and on Poplar Ridge. So I guess you have better have the boys put in a day on the
section between Stratton Pond flowage and the Village to open it up some. M. H. A.
Flies were terrific Saturday and Sunday.
{Wheel left with Gordon Hunt. Let me have those measurements as soon as you can then send
wheel express collect to me, 126 Hunter Ave., North Tarrytown, N.Y., won’t you.}
August 7, 1940. Fred Morrell, Assistant Chief, U. S. Forest Service, to Myron
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Dear Mr. Avery:
I have your letter of August 5 to Mrs. King.
I am extremely sorry that an error in my office resulted in our failure to get together when I was
in New England last Friday and Saturday and in New York City on Monday. Mrs. King, my
secretary, was unable to handle all of my dictation at that time and the girl who took my letter to
you, for some wholly unexplainable reason, addressed the letter to the Washington home address
given on your letterhead. I did not check that when signing the letter and did not know of the
error until 1 reached my apartment Thursday evening just a little while before time to take the
train and after a mad scramble to clear up here so that I could get away. I then of course found
that you do not now have any residence at this address in Washington and after several calls I
finally got Miss Jean Stephenson at her home address. I then telephoned Mrs. King to make such
effort as she could to get in touch with you, and I called your office in New York on Monday,
but you had not yet returned there.
I would rather talk to you about the matter than to write you. It seems to me, therefore, that the
only thing to do is to try to make another contact. If you are not coming to Washington in the
near future, I shall try to come to New York for that purpose. Will you please let me know
whether there is any chance of your being down this way.
Again, I am very sorry, but mistakes like this just do seem to happen to us all sometimes.
August 7, 1940. Myron Avery to Fred Morrell Actlng Chief, United States Forest Service,
Department of Agriculture Washington, D. C.
My dear Mr. Morrell:
Your letter of July 25, 1940, in reply to my letter of July 10, finally reached me yesterday. We
doubt your secretary has explained to you the difficulties experienced. I appreciate her efforts,
even although unsuccessful, to make contact with me. I am sorry that matters developed as they
did, for it would have undoubtedly been advantageous to have discussed the matter in Boston
with the New England Forest Emergency Project, as I was in New England also.
As I have received no comment to the contrary, I judge that the Boston office does not take issue
with the recital of the situation contained in my letter of July 10, of which I enclosed an
additional copy, with the thought that it could be forwarded to Boston so that that office could
point out any error on my part.
I am glad to know that, from your review of the matter, you feel that the whole question boils
down to the practicability of doing the work in question. It would seem as practical to go back
and correct the mistakes as to have gone there and done all these things improperly in the first
instance. It is not a case of initiating any new program. It is merely correcting previous serious
mistakes and errors and now doing properly what was improperly done before, or omitted. The
procedure for correcting matters would be the same as that followed when the things were so
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badly done. There is the same camp available and there are the same transportation facilities. The
situation is quite unchanged.
You will find, I appreciate, it very difficult to believe that the matters could have been left in this
state. Obviously, the projects were not inspected by the Forest Service representatives.
I should have expected that for the reputation of the Service and the CCC, the Boston office
would have been very anxious to have remedied those difficulties, when the matter was urged
upon them. The contrary seems to be the situation. The state of affairs is a serious discredit to all
of us.
I may say that, last week, I visited the three lean-tos which I had not seen. The condition of their
leaking roofs, the failure to chink the structures, and the leaving huge spaces between the logs
and the roof makes the structures totally unusable. It is difficult to believe that the work could
have been done this way except on the expectation that the camp foreman expected to return the
next year and really complete the task. None have any latrines or fire hazards eliminated.
It is further difficult to appreciate how an organization set up to eliminate hurricane damage
could, when advised of conditions between the Kennebec River and Mt. Bigelow, have treated
the matter so perfunctorily. The history of matters this spring—the reversal of attitude, the
"stalling" nature of the correspondence, the time elapsed and such things as holding out that a
Katahdin Camp (not under Forest Service control at all) might do this Forest Service work—
have not left with us a happy impression. The tactics were decidedly at variance with our Forest
Service contacts.
You will have noted from the correspondence, however, and particularly from the letter of Mr.
Conners to me, reporting the attitude of the Boston office, which initiated this voluminous file,
that this matter of practicability was not the moving thought in the objection of the Boston office.
It was not present in Mr. Amos’s mind when he wrote Mr. Rendall approving the work, and
certainly, if he had any doubts on this score, he would not have asked that the Conference furnish
plans for a needed latrine--a rather unusual procedure--and left us with the impression that the
work was to be done. I think that the attitude of the Boston office is quite clear from the
correspondence.
I do not wish to repeat what I have said before, but it does seem to me that the history of the
matter is a sufficient answer on the question of practicability. We are only asking that the
deficiencies in what has been improperly done be remedied. Can there be any objection to this?
I await further word from you in this connection. 1 expect to leave New York for a two-or threeweeks vacation around the 20th of August.
The Conference is very much Indebted to you for your careful consideration of the matter, and
we earnestly hope that it will be possible to eliminate the difficulties which are here being
experienced.
P. S. Subsequent to the dictation of this letter, your letter of August 7 came to hand. If my note to
your secretary conveyed any inference that I felt that your office was at fault in the situation, I
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very much regret that any such impression should have been created. In view of the efforts to
make contact with me, I was attempting to explain the situation.
I am leaving tomorrow night for Boston by reason of some ship collision litigation and shall be
there for two or three days. I can be reached at the Parker House, Boston, in the event that your
conference at Boston would make it desirable to see Mr. Amos again. If not, on my return I shall
communicate with you as to seeing you in Washington.
{Copy Stubbs, Sawyer}

August 8, 1940. Lawson Reeves, Dryden, Maine, to “Marion” H. Avery [Hand-written]
Dear Marion:
I wish to acknowledge receipt of the trail tools etc. which you sent me. Thank you. I will try to
get those raspberry bushes cut East of Oberton Stream before fall. It appears to me that the
middle of July would be the proper time for them another year. They were not very bad when we
were up the first of June.
Enclose is a clipping from Tues. Lewiston “Sun” re: the 80 yr. old man.
Also enclosed is a descriptive folder regarding the Open Road Pioneers’ Club. As I explained
the membership is for life so it is impossible to tell just how many active members there are. The
organization is intended to be loose. While the tests for Trailsman Rank are exceptionally easy
the advanced tests are hard enough to challenge any older boy or man and demand quite a
general knowledge of the out-of-doors.
I spoke about the tests in the “Woodcraft League of America” for mountain climbing. While it
lists the acceptable mountains of Great Britain, Europe, Asia, Africa, North and South America, I
am mentioning those of North America only.
For those under 18 years of age, male or female, the following count for a coup:
Coup under 18 yrs.:
Washington, N.H.
Old Baldy, Calif.
Taquitz, Calif.
Shasta, Calif.

Electric Peak, Wyo.
San Bernadino, Calif.
San Goronio, Calif.
Adams, Wash.

Mt. Wilson, Calif.
Strawberry Peak, Calif.
Pike’s Peak, Colo.
Any other mountains over 14,000 ft.

Coup for those over 18, grand coup for those under 18:
St. Helens, Wash.
San Jacinto, Calif.
Orizaba, Mexico

Mt. Hood, Oregon
San Antonio, Calif.
Popocapapetl, Mexico

Mt. Shaughnessy, Canada
St. Stephen, Canada
Pacifico, Calif.

Gran coup for those over 18:

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1940 – Compiled by David Field – Page

176

Sir Donald, Canada
St. Elias, Alaska
Grand Teton, Wyo.

Logan, Canada
Fairweather, Alaska
Tacoma, Wash.

Assiniboine, Canada
Mt. McKinley, Alaska
Any other mountain over 14,000 ft.

ZZ (10) Follow a trail alone or as leader of a party, through a wilderness, without losing the trail,
for a period of 7 days, part of which trail has been through woods and part through open territory
(grand coup).
ZZ (12) Follow an established trail in the mountains for 5 days, carrying all personal equipment,
with out going to or near any hotel or resort of any kind or traversing trails previously covered,
and sleeping out in the open all nights. (grand coup)
ZZ (3) Travel on foot 100 miles with not more than 2 companions, through strange territory,
carrying outfit and sleeping out every night, each person planning and cooking meals for at least
1 day. (grand coup)
You can see that the Woodcraft League is a pretty advanced organization.
In regards to the two mile stretch from Bigelow to Stratton Pond dam, I feel that I can take it
over very well later. However, I agree that those raspberry bushes should be mowed before
taking over anything further. What work there is to do in the woods and on the mountains would
not take very long but mowing bushes is slow work.
Of the two, I think a table at the lean-toes is even more desirable than a latrine, if we can not
have both. The shelters are not used enough in this section to cause much of a problem in regards
to latrines. The only problem is assurance of a safe water supply and I have not seen any danger
of sewerage yet.
August 9, 1940. Myron Avery to Prof. W. H. Sawyer, Jr., Bates College
Dear Will:
I am writing to tell you the results of my trip, It was most satisfactory and I was able to
accomplish most of what I wanted to do. This places me well ahead with the preparation of the
guide-book material for the next edition.
Helon plans to cut and measure, in the near future, the new route on the west slope of Round Top
Mtn., which will take care of the problems there, particularly if he gets the anticipated assistance
from fire Warden Wing in cutting out the route.
The one Job which I did not got a chance to do was to go over the check between Maine
Highway 4 and Maine Highway 17. This would be an easy day, and I wondered if, when I come
to Maine in late August, assuming you were free, we couldn't drive up and do that particular
section on one day. I could then go on to eastern Maine.
The Conference is certainly under a real obligation to you for enlisting Reeves. My trip with him
was most satisfactory and I trust established pleasant and useful contacts. He is an enthusiastic
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and hard worker. His painting and marking was exceptionally well done. He has, however, a
little more of a problem than he realized in the bushes in the old tote-road for four miles east of
Orbeton stream.
The Forest Service Deficiency Camp certainly did a herculean task in cutting out the down
timber between Sugarloaf and Spaulding Mtns. They must have easily cut out a thousand trees.
You will remember that this is the job that I went to Portland to see about after the Conference
closed and it certainly was a lucky break to get it done.
The trail between Orbeton stream and Saddleback Mtn. was in a surprisingly good shape. It
suffered little from hurricane damage except for about 200 yards, which Reeves opened. It is
well painted. You know that those open stretches on Saddleback had been a problem for a long
time. Reeves still has to do a little more work in building cairns and painting between The Horn
and the fire-tower but it is pretty fair right now.
Incidentally, I congratulate the B.O.C, on its own cairn building west of the fire-tower. There is
still, however, a space of about a quarter of a mile just west of the fire-tower, which needs more
intensive marking, but with this and Reeves' additional work, for the first time, those long open
spans on Saddleback could be readily traveled in a dense fog.
I was much interested to see the way your crowd opened up the trail from Sandy River Ponds to
Maine Highway 4. That is a splendidly marked trail now. Unfortunately I have a bit of bad news
for you. There is a small pulpwood operation going on, about three quarters of a mile in from
Maine Highway 4. Gordon Hunt, who had not known of it, said it is probably some farmer's
summer job. At any rate there is brush and trees across the trail. It extends for only a tenth of a
mile, and we had no trouble in following the paint blazes over the tops and brush. In addition,
Reeves painted this strip both ways as an additional precaution. It is a tragedy to have this
happen just after putting the trail in first class shape. If the few bushes were taken out of the old
Beech Hill Road with the same thoroughness as on the two miles of trail next to Maine Highway
4, this section should stay open for a long time.
You have a possible problem in a beaver flowage next to the trail below Piazza Rock lean-to
which has apparently come in in the last two or three years and has flowed out to the edge of the
Trail. It looks as if the beavers are gone now. There are also one or two flowages on the four
miles between Sandy River Ponds and Maine Highway 4. These are all potential hazards.
Dealing now with the section which you did not get a chance to go ever this spring, from Sandy
River Ponds to the fire-tower. This needs a first class paint job. The Trail, however, is very well
worn. There are no blowdowns between Eddy Pond and the highway. But the Trail from Eddy
Pond to the fire-tower is certainly a disgrace to the watchman on Saddleback. (I understand the
same fellow is back this year.) It would take only a day to cut out the trees across the trail. I am
sure that, when Mr. Stubbs sees this particular section, he will have a good deal to say to this
watchman about the condition of his trail. This is a Maine Forest Service trail to the fire-tower
and, while the watchman apparently feels that the Conference should open up his trail, it seems
to me that it is his obligation. I certainly know that I am growing old when I start to reminisce.
Twenty years ago the watchmen, that I knew, took pride in their trails and mowed them out.
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Today one has to get down on his stomach and wriggle under the trees, when only a day would
clear this up. I hope that Mr. Stubbs will read the riot act to this fellow and force him to spend a
couple of days clearing this trail, cutting out the down and leaning trees and putting it back in
shape. As it is only two miles from the watchman’s cabin on the trail that he uses every day,
there is hardly any excuse for this situation. I don't feel that the B.O.C. should have to do this
particular job, but it was the worst spot on the entire trip.
We put in all of the mile markers. I want to ask that, each year, you give very specific
instructions to have the work crew re-paint these so that they will not be lost. They are
prominently indicated and should be readily picked up. They are my pride and joy and in repainting them and keeping them marked you do me a real personal favor.
I really think that, despite the hurricane, the Trail in western Value is in fair condition. The real
problem is the condition of these lean-tos. The Forest Service at Washington has taken the matter
up and Mr. Fred Morrell who had charge of the project tried to arrange for a conference at
Boston but as the letter was missent it did not materialize. Here is what Mr. Morrell wrote me:
"It seems to me that the whole question boils down to the practicability of our doing the
work that you have requested. From reports that I have, and from personal discussion that
I had with Messrs. Amos and Clark when I was last in Boston, the practicable difficulties
seem to be serious. I do not know that I can find any way to overcome them, but if I can I
shall be very glad to do so.”
My answer is that, if it was practical to go in and build those lean-tos in the first instance, with
their leaking roofs and the gaps and holes and no chinking, it is equally practical today to repair
them with the same facilities.
This is a long letter but I did want the interested people to know of the conditions experienced
and how my trip turned out.
cc: Stubbs, Greene, Taylor
August 12, 1940. J. F. Campbell, Acting Director, New England Forest Emergency Project,
Boston, Mass., to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Mr. Fred Morrell of the CCC Office in Washington called me on the telephone this morning and
advised me that he will be glad to confer with you at his office on Thursday, August 15 at 2:30 P.
M.
August 12, 1940. Myron Avery to J. Viles Wing, Chief Fire Warden, Flagstaff, Maine.
Dear Mr. Wing:
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Since our meeting at the Ledge House I have gotten back again and continued west on the trail
from the Ledge House to Rangeley. By reason of your interest in the trail, I thought you might
want to know what I found on Mt. Bigelow.
The worst is at both ends. The first two miles on Little Bigelow desperately need clearing. That
is very bad and blind. It is small stuff, mostly. Except on the East Peak which you have seen, of
course, and North Horn, the fir and spruce close to the trail really suffered little. It needs a new
paint job, however, from the watchman’s camp west to Bigelow Village. The CCC put in away
too many blazes. Not all of them should be renewed. A blaze, conspicuously placed to hit the eye,
in sight from each other, is what we try to get. Many are made way too big; 6” x 2” is the correct
size. Some of the ax blazes were too low tor good marking. Helon said the watchman might do
some painting, so I thought I would mention these points which you can call to his attention, so
he can follow the A.T. system and improve on what we now have.
I am sending two of our Trail Manuals and two copies of Trailway News which discuss A.T.
marking. If the watchman does any marking, you may think it advisable to give him one of each.
Of course, any woodsman can mark a trail but it is a matter of adhering to our system and getting
uniform results.
As you know, the lean-to at Bigelow Col is useless. It has only a tar paper roof. The watchman
told Helon that if he had roofing, he would really fix the top and sides. I told Helon that if it was
O.K. with you, for Helon to buy the roofing he had in mind and the Conference would dig into
its few pennies and pay for it. It is too bad to have this lean-to in this shape.
The lean-tos at Horns Pond need chinking and more splints on the roof. This is one of the jobs
we are trying to get the CCC back for. Helon said the watchman was to reclear the Trail by your
orders. He may not be finished but the present job will not, I think, be very satisfactory. The only
place where there is much down timber is on North Horn. Here the watchman didn’t cut the old
trail but ax-blazed detours. The white blazes are still on the old route. It would seem as if these
trees--all small--could be cut out in half a day and the old route, with its paint blazes and worn
footway, restored. You can get through with this makeshift detouring but it isn’t a creditable job
at all.
Someone has chopped down the tree on which was the Forest Service Campsite sign at Horns
Pond Lean-tos. The watchman could take nails and put it on the big A.T. post there.
The growth on the old tote-road from Horns Pond to Stratton flowage is dense. I talked with
Helon about it.
Mt. Bigelow is a great mountain. It really rates a state park. I think a trail its length is an asset but
due to the hurricane results, I personally have grave doubts as to how much we can keep open
unless we get a lot of help somewhere. The trail west of Horns Pond is a problem. At the east
base of Cranberry Peak, one of the worst blow-down stretches I have ever seen has made
jackstraws out of it for 250 yards. You get across and then hunt for the trail on the far side. I
have never been on this side trail until this trip. Helon Taylor did a tremendous amount of work
to open it. You probably have been over it but I was greatly impressed. I think it better than
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Little Bigelow. I have arranged with Helon to get signs up to warn about the condition, for no
one should venture beyond Cranberry Pond now. It would be a great thing if we could get all of
this back to pre-hurricane condition but I am very dubious as to its future.
Well, I guess I have told you what I saw on Bigelow. We will appreciate your letting us know if
the Forest Service has any opportunity to help.
I shall be getting your negatives back to you soon.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and mailed during his absence.
Copy to Mr. Stubbs Mr. Greene Mr. Taylor Mr. Heard Miss Stephenson
P.S. Since writing this, Mr. Stubbs called and in talking over matters, said he would get and
bring up the roofing. I understood that he would do this right away, so we can wait for this.
M.H.A.
August 12, 1940. Myron Avery to W. M. Dore, Mountain View Camps, Monson, Maine.
Dear Mr. Dore:
1 thought I would send you a note to say that I expect to get in the last week in August. Shall be
glad to hear from you as to how far the lumbering has gone and what it has done to the Trail.
August 12, 1940. Myron Avery to Earl W. Perham, Long Pond Camps, Katahdin Iron
Works, Maine.
Dear Mr. Perham:
I thought I would send you a note to say that I expect to get in the last week in August. Shall be
glad to hear from you as to how far the lumbering has gone and what it has done to the Trail.
August 12, 1940. Myron Avery to Leon Potter, Antlers Camps, Millinocket, Maine.
Dear Leon:
Thought I would drop you a note to say that, according to present expectations, I will drop in for
a day the last week in August. Hope to have one of your newsy letters telling me how the Trail is
and what the lumbering on Joe Mary has done to the trail there.
August 12, 1940. Fred Clifford, Clifford’s Sporting Camps, to Myron Avery [In Clifford’s
hard-to-read hand writing]
Friend Myron:
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I suppose you have been looking for a letter from me for a long while. But I have been pretty
busy this season working on our road and all. We are riding to Murphy Pond now in our ford
some 1 ½ mile more tough road to make. Don’t you think we are tough and hungus. No record
on [Ridning?] though by Labor day we will fix that wet place that come and rough one later on.
I have been to the West Branch and the Bridge into Mullen a fortnight ago right after you wrote
last or before. Cut all the big stuff but two foot trees. We have cut the small grass in the trail
between camps and [??] and it’s good walking dry weather but there is a lot of swale grass and
small bushes that should be cut for the [??]. It would take 3 men at least 2 days to cut it with the
weed cutters and one bush cutters. We could get the extra weed cutting at Nahmakanta. I think if
you could scare up about $25.00 per year we could keep the bushes and grass down. It would
cost me about as much besides to keep the 15 miles clear from that Bridge to Nahmakanta. See
what you can do for us and the trail. I have worked about 42 hours besides cutting the grass out
on the trail between camps.
They are coming through pretty well. [?] went through in June and was taking all summer to go
right through. I don’t know how far they got but was having quite a struggle this far. We gave
them fish and plenty of advice. You may have heard from them by this time. They were from
Pittsburgh. Two women came through said the trail was rough but plain enough. I think there has
been 9 over back and forth.
Fishing is quite hard now but been good up until now. We have a Priest from Washington D.C.
in camp now.
I suppose your more than busy this year.
August 12, 1940. Myron Avery to Charles Berry, Yoke Ponds Camps, Kokadjo, Maine.
Dear Mr. Berry:
I thought I would write to ask you how matters have been developing. You wrote me that you
expected to look at the Trail toward Church Pond when I last heard from you. I am hoping that
things worked out so that you have been able to get work done between the East Branch and
West Branch Ponds. That needs it the worst, I think, on that section.
I am hoping--if I can find time--to get in the last week of August to repaint from your camps to
West Branch Ponds.
I shall hope to hear from you soon.
August 12, 1940. Myron Avery to Bennie Boynton, Nahmakanta Lake Camps, Norcross,
Maine.
Dear Bennie:
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Just writing a line to ask what has been going on at Nahmakanta. Haven’t heard from you this
year.
I presume that you have gotten around to doing the Trail work as per our understanding. Let us
know so we can have the money sent on. How did the Trail come through? Are the bushes
coming in the old road? Was there any lumbering near there last winter? With best regards to all,
August 12, 1940. Myron Avery to A. D. Boyer, Dreamwold-on-the-Trail, Monson, Maine.
Dear Mr, Boyer:
I expect to be in Monson August 20th week and want to know if you will be there. Will you
please let me hear from you in this regard?
August 12, 1940. Myron Avery to Fred Clifford, Rainbow Lake Camps, Kokadjo, Maine.
Dear Mr. Clifford:
I have missed your newsy letters this year. Have you been too busy with road building? I
suppose by now you have had a crew back on the Trail to get the summer growth and bushes,
particularly that raspberry patch on the hill up from the West Branch.
Hope to hear from you soon that the swale grass and bushes are really out.
August 13, 1940. Myron Avery to Fred Morrell, Acting Chief, U.S. Forest Service
Washington, D. C.
Dear Mr. Morrell:
I find here word from your Boston office of my appointment with you on August 15th at 2:30 P.
M. By reason of the changes in the dates of hearings and the taking of testimony in a threecornered collision case which has me racing over the northeastern states, I shall not leave Boston
until Thursday night.
I have to be in Baltimore for a hearing on Friday morning, the 16th, and shall come to
Washington immediately after its conclusion. It may be that I shall be in Washington by as early
as 2:30. I will call your office upon my arrival and see if it is convenient for you to see me that
afternoon. If not, I hope that it will be possible to take up the matter on Saturday morning.
My address through Thursday will be the Parker House, Boston, Massachusetts.
August 13, 1940. Myron Avery to A. A. Berry, President, Dead River Fish and Game
Association, Stratton, Maine
Dear Mr. Berry:
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I have known for a number of years of the very interesting booklet and map issued by your
Association.
It had occurred to me, as you wish to publicize all of the attractions of the Dead River Region,
that it would be most desirable to include some reference in the publication to the possibility of
mountain-climbing on the Appalachian Trail. You undoubtedly know of the Trail system the
entire length of Mt. Bigelow, and the route over Sugarloaf, Spaulding, and Saddleback Mtns.
We should like very much to see some reference made on your map to the Appalachian Trail
route. Accordingly I have plotted the trail route on a copy of the map in your booklet and enclose
it herewith.
Mr. Helon N. Taylor of Eustis is one of the directors of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club and
can supply you with any information needed on the Appalachian Trail and its side trails.
I hope that you will feel disposed to communicate with Mr. Taylor, to whom 1 am sending a
copy of this letter.
cc: Stubbs, Taylor
August 13, 1940. Myron Avery to Harry Davis, Monson, Maine
Dear Mr. Davis:
I am sorry there has been such a delay in answering your letter of July 24, 1940. I have been in
New York for the past six months. My address is that given below. In addition, I was away in the
western part of the State on the Trail for a week when your letter came.
I am arranging to have your check for the Trail work sent to you by the Conference. You should
have it within a few days. We very much appreciate your attention to the work and what you
have done to eliminate the problems here. We would find ourselves in a very difficult situation
except for your cooperation.
I am glad that you have brought up this matter of the condition of the Trail between Moxie Bald
Mtn. and Moxie Pond. We recognize it as the worst section in Maine and as a hopeless situation.
The CCC, in I think about 1937 under Mr. Macneil, tried to re-locate it. MacNeil eliminated
about a mile of the burned-over area, putting it in green timber for this distance. I know that the
whole thing is a mass of grass and raspberries and will stay this way for many years. I have
talked over the situation with Mr. Stubbs. He expected that the warden's trail and telephone wire
would be shifted to the Appalachian Trail route, last year. This has not materialized and I am not
sure that it will be done this year.
The difficulty involved is the element of time, because we are working now on a plan to get out,
this winter, a complete and final edition of the Maine Guide. Therefore it is most important to
have this route finally fixed and not changed after the guidebook comes out. For this reason I am
most anxious to get this thing finally determined this year.
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Of course I agree with what you say about the desirability of keeping the Trail in green timber,
which could be done by following the present watchman's trail to the lower end of Moxie Pond.
However, if the Trail is shifted, and the Forest Service trail shifted too, then there would be no
maintenance or use of it by the watchman. If we do not go by Troutdale cabins, then there is no
accommodation west of Blanchard, reached in a one-day journey. It is too long to come up the
old railroad grade to Troutdale in one day from Blanchard. Therefore, there are many reasons for
not omitting Troutdale, particularly since there is no lean-to west of Bald Mtn. Pond.
There is another possibility as to which I should like to ask your opinion. What would be the
possibility of staying in green timber by going due east from Troutdale, past Harris’ outlying
camp, Tivy Tavern, and then going up on Moxie Bald Mtn. and going south along the mountain
until we hit the present Appalachian Trail? This makes Moxie Bald a side trail but it would be far
preferable on the maintenance score. If it is a feasible route, perhaps the Forest Service would
adopt it and put the telephone line that way, rather than down through the grass where the trail
will never be satisfactory, because I doubt if any watchman will ever mow out the trail.
I am sending a copy of this letter to Mr. Stubbs so that he may let me have the benefit of his
comments too. You might send him a copy of your letter in reply to me.
If my suggestion is practical it would solve the difficulties and we could have the permanent
route in the new Guide.
I now expect to be in Monson somewhere in the late week of August 19 and I will communicate
with you of course prior to my arrival.
cc:

Robert G. Stubbs {w/copy of Davis ltr.}
Walter D. Greene, Sebec Lake {w/copy of Davis ltr.}

{No date put on}
Harry Davis
Monson, Maine
In Account with
The Appalachian Trail Conference
For payment of trail work between Little Wilson Stream and Moxie
Bald Mtn.

$30.00

(As per correspondence with chairman of the Appalachian Trail Conference)
Received payment.
___________________________
Harry Davis
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{Orig. and c.c. of this sent to Schuetz w/copy of Davis ltr. 7/24/40 to Avery, and Avery ltr. to
Davis 8/13/40.}
August 16, 1940. W. M. Dore to Myron Avery [Hand-written]
Dear Sir:
In reply to your recent letter will say as far as I know the Trail is plainly marked over the Chairback range but from Perham’s to a short distance beyond East Chairback everything has been cut,
but I would advise any body going over the Trail from south to north to follow over the logging
road which would take them to Perham’s. Kindly let me know how many will be in the party the
last of the month.
August 17, 1940. R. H. Lesser, Boy Scouts of America, Philadelphia, Pa., to Myron Avery
Dear Sir:
I am enclosing the one dollar balance on my purchase of the Guide to the Appalachian Trail in
Maine. I also wish to thank you for the great amount of help you gave me in planning my trip. It
was very successful and enjoyable. Below are a few bits of information which you may find
helpful.
Transportation is available from Bangor to Monson via Hasey Bus Service. The bus leaves three
times each weekday. Fare is $1.70 one way.
By contacting Mr. Morris Crocket, Monson, Maine, it is possible to obtain lodging in a cabin on
Lake Hebron at a very reasonable cost. You must however bring and prepare your own food.
The spring at the Bald Mountain shelter is dry.
The spring on top of Pleasant Pond Mt. is dry.
The housed over spring near the Carry Pond shelter is dry.
The spring near the Pierce Pond Shelter is dry.
I hope you will find these facts useful.
Copy Mr. Avery, Mr. Stubbs, Mr. Taylor
Note for Mr. Avery: This housed-over spring, I judge, is the one which Mr. Steele praised so
highly and said never went dry. This is where we thought the shelter should be moved to.
M.H.P.
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August 19, 1940. Leon Potter, Antlers Camps, Jo Mary Lake, Millinocket, Maine, to Myron
Avery [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
Benny Boynton has been running a tractor between Mahar landing and Namahkanta Lake. Great
Northern is cutting pulpwood on the north side of Potaywadjo ridge, not enough to interfere with
the trail though. They haven’t started to cut Cooper Pond way as yet. Expect to start next month.
Looking forward to seeing you next week.
August 19, 1940. Marie Elliott, 313 East 40th St. New York City, to Myron Avery, Lubec,
Maine. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
I met you last spring at the NY-NJ Trail Conference you attended. I thought you might be
interested in Josephine Sommer’s and my leisurely 3-day trip from Bodfish Farm to Berry’s
Camps on the A.T. last week.
We went slow and I’m afraid were illegal with our Primus stove but ran into no difficulty. The
trail from Bodfish Farm to East Chairback Pond is clear. Some of the ferns are high but not
troublesome. The Seaboard Paper Co. are lumbering near Perham’s and the trail almost
unmarked, but the tote road is clear. Mr. Perham is planning to work on it. I understand that they
will lumber clear down to top of Barren to Elliotsville Plantation. The Perham’s said only 2-4
people had been on that section this summer. They are not getting many customers this summer.
They have a new approach from Greenville, aeroplane for 4 persons for $12, landing on the lake.
Also the road from K.I. is practically open to cars. The lumbering tractors are opening it up.
Mr. Beattie at the Hermitage asked us to sleep there and cook on his stove. He was very
courteous.
We found the way across the hay field—I couldn’t see that we crossed Hay Brook—that is, we
missed out on the directions about at 10-11 mi. mark but the trail was clear. Mr. Farr on White
Cap says I’m mistaken about this. Mr. Farr let us cook with him for 2 days and seemed to enjoy
our food as well as we did his quick bread.
The trail thru the valley is grown up—I understand you mentioned it to Mr. Berry recently. We
had no difficulty finding the trail although it was waist high in places. Pete at Berry’s has fixed
up the old lumber camp just east of Joe Guy’s so that the trail is worn, even if grown up from
there to Berry’s. Mr. Berry plans to work on certain parts of the trail each year, so that within 2
years it will all be done over.
Mr. Simpson was very courteous at Monson and drove us out to Bodfish farm. He mentioned
you. I understand he’s a deputy fire warden now.
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The Gulf Trail and side trails on Barren-Chairback section are completely clear at present.
August 20, 1940. Myron Avery to H. M. Gousha Company, Chicago, Illinois
Gentlemen:
I have recently checked a copy of the 1940 Tydol map of Maine on which the Appalachian Trail
route has been plotted. There have been some developments and changes in the route, and I have
corrected them. I enclose a corrected copy of the map.
I compliment you upon the standard of this production.
If you would care to forward to me copies of your map for the Appalachian Trail route I should
be glad to check them. We are most anxious to have the exact and correct route appear on your
maps. The states involved are New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Connecticut, New York,
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia, Tennessee, North Carolina, and Georgia.
{Copy Walker}
August 20, 1940. Myron Avery to E. G. Amos, Chief, Division of Hazard Reduction, New
England Forestry Emergency Project, Boston, Mass.
Dear Mr. Amos:

Attention – Mr. Clarke

Confirming our conversation of today at Acting Forester Morell's Office, 1 enclose four copies
of information with respect to the access and the points of particular work between Saddleback
Mountain and the Kennebec River.
I shall mail to you from New York photostatic copies of the various Geological Survey maps for
this region on which the trails, lean-tos and highways have been plotted. I assume that this map
will be used in the field but it will be a great convenience if it could ultimately be returned to me.
Dictated by Mr. Avery in Washington but written and mailed after his return to New York.
ATTACHMENT TO LETTER OF AUGUST 20,
1940 TO MR. E. G. AMOS
1. Ledge House (Maine Highway 16) to Kennebec River.
This section was not worked over to eliminate hurricane damage in 1938. Hurricane damage is
particularly heavy from the Ledge House to the shore of West Carry Pond and at a point 1 mile
north of the north end of East Carry Pond. There is also some hurricane damage near the shore of
Pierce Pond where the blue-blazed trail to the Pierce Pond Lean-to joins The Appalachian Trail.
From this point east to the Kennebec River (4 miles} the Trail is entirely clear and does not
require any work.
There are three lean-tos in this section which require work. These are the Jerome Brook, 1 mile
east of the Ledge House by Appalachian Trail; East Carry Pond, approximately 10 miles from
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the Ledge House, reached by a side trail of one-tenth mile from the Appalachian Trail. (This
lean-to has no source of water except the lake,) The third is at Pierce Pond which is half a mile
west of The Appalachian Trail on the south shore of Pierce Pond, reached by a blue-blazed side
trail. The approaches to this section of Trail are: From the Ledge House (small store here, Bert L.
Spaulding) on Maine Highway 16, 2 miles south of Dead River Village. Another point of access
is via the tote-road to Middle Carry Pond. This could be used to work the area from Middle
Carry Pond to Pierce Pond. To reach it, one follows the road on the west side of the Kennebec
River to the Carry Ponds Tote-road. Inquiry will need to be made on coming up U. S. Route 201
from below Bingham, for the turn-off to this route. The approach to the east end of this section is
from Caratunk on U.S. Route 201. One has to ferry across the Kennebec River (the ferry is
operated by Chief Firewarden Ralph Sterling). From the Kennebec River to Sterling's Pierce
Pond Camps (3.4 miles) no work is required on the Trail.
The total distance from the Ledge House to the Kennebec River is 21 miles. However, the
eastern 3-1/2 miles do not require any trail work and most of the hurricane damage will be found
from a mile north of the north end of Middle Carry Pond to the Ledge House.
Another point of access, easier than the Appalachian Trail, to reach the West Carry Pond Camps
would be to follow the West Carry Pond Tote-road in from Dead River Village. This would be
easier particularly when working east beyond West Carry Pond.
None of these lean-tos have the section in front which reduces the width of the opening built in,
although the partition post is in place. This will be clear by reference to the diagram of the
Appalachian Trail lean-to showing the narrowed front.
2. Sugarloaf – Spaulding Section
The second area as to priority and importance of work is the 12 miles of Appalachian Trail
between Maine Highway 27 at Bigelow Village and the dirt road on Orbeton Stream past
Redington Pond. The Appalachian Trail crosses this road at a well-marked clearing (Depot
storage camps here) 1 mile south of Redington Pond. It is reached by a dirt road on the converted
Sandy River--Rangeley Lakes old railroad grade. The junction is somewhat nearer by Madrid but
it is only slightly longer in driving time and a better road to approach this from the north after
going through Rangeley. The Sugarloaf Lean-to is 1.85 miles south of Maine Highway 27 and
Bigelow Village and it is easiest reached from that end.
The Spaulding Mountain Lean-to is easiest reached from the dirt road at Orbeton Stream and it is
4-1/2 Miles from the Orbeton Stream.
3. The Poplar Ridge Lean-to
This is 2.3 miles west on The Appalachian Trail from Orbeton Stream. The same method of
approach as for the Spaulding Mountain Lean-to can be used. It is a particularly severe fire
hazard in the amount of down timber close to this structure.
4. Mount Bigelow
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The lean-tos on Mount Bigelow are two structures at The Horns Pond. They are easiest reached
by driving in a dirt road to the dam on Stratton Pond Flowage. From this point it is 3 miles to
The Horns Pond. The Stratton Pond Flowage road leaves Maine Highway 27 about 3 miles west
of Bigelow Village. Inquiry can be made here or at Stratton as to where the road takes off.
Hurricane damage on Mount Bigelow. There are three areas of hurricane damage on Mt.
Bigelow. The most serious is a terrific blowdown at the very east base of Cranberry Peak. This is
reached by going west 2-1/2 miles on the blue-blazed trail from Horns Pond, for over 300 yards
the Trail route is completely obliterated but can be picked up in the standing timber on the other
side of the blowdowns. This blowdown area is at the very east base of Cranberry Peak and
should not be confused with a small blowdown area just beyond the crossing of Cranberry Peak
Pond.
There is a small blowdown area on the north slope of the South Horn a mile east on The
Appalachian Trail from The Horns Pond. The worst blowdown area is between the firetower and
the east face of the East Peak. This can be reached by using the regular firewarden's trail from
Maine Highway 16 to Bigelow Col and past the firetower to this point, but a shorter method
would be, after making local inquiry, to follow up the abandoned trail formerly used by the
firewarden which comes into The Appalachian Trail in the middle of this blowdown area. This
trail reaches Maine Highway 16 at 1.4 alias west of Dead River Post Office on Maine Highway
16.
I particularly suggest the desirability of the foreman of the crew writing Game Warden Helon N.
Taylor, Eustis, Maine, and making definite arrangements to meet Mr. Taylor in order to get the
benefit of his knowledge of all of the area involved. I have advised Mr. Taylor of the situation
and he will be glad to help in any possible way.
Lean-tos built prior to 1930 were, I understand, treated with some form of creosote. At any event,
they show no porcupine damage. The deacon seat at some structures, particularly at Poplar Ridge,
shows porcupine gnawing. If some creosote were available and could be taken in and used on
this portion of the lean-to, it would be quite desirable.
Mr. Taylor could undoubtedly show you a short cut on the old Cranberry Pond Tote-road from
the dirt road to the blowdown area on Cranberry Peak which would make it feasible to return to
the highway each day.
August 20, 1940. Myron Avery to Helon N. Taylor, Eustis, Maine.
Dear Helon:
From the enclosed you will note that we have been to some degree successful with the Forester's
office in getting the CCC back for Trail work. It is 100 percent, as far as the area in which you
are interested is concerned, in that the section from the Ledge House to the Kennebec will be reopened and all of the lean-tos in this area put in shape.
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There is, however, one thing of paramount importance and that is to get the new connecting link
rough blazed as soon as possible and the old obliterated on the slope of Round Top before the
CCC get into that area. My guess would be that work may begin within a week or so. So if you
will get this done and painted so that they will automatically follow the new route, we will get
the benefit of it. This will also give you an opportunity to send me the Trail measurements so
that we can finish up the work on the guidebook manuscript.
This will be fortunate for us and I want to urge that you make a particular point to keep track of
the situation and see what the crew do, because if you are on the ground, you can undoubtedly
get things cared for which we would never have a chance to do after they go through. I don't
know what they will do in the way of cutting out the small bushes from the Ledge House, but if
they miss them, perhaps you can put in the time with Wing and his men which you had thought
would have to be used for the blowdown damage in getting rid of these.
As you will note, I have suggested to the CCC people that they communicate with you when they
get into that area. I feel that it is very much to our advantage this time to make immediate contact
with them and I hope you will find yourself able to do this and let me know how they are doing
the work. You could undoubtedly help them by telling then how they could make those roofs
tight.
Dictated by Mr. Avery in Washington but written and mailed after his return to New York.
Copy to Mr. Stubbs
MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB
AUGUSTA, MAINE
August 20, 1940
To the Officers of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club:
In my memorandum of June 24, 1940, in which I kept the officers of the Maine Appalachian
Trail Club advised of the situation as to further CCC work in Maine, I had to report a
discouraging situation. Fortunately, I am now able to present a better picture.
On August 19th I had at Washington a conference with Acting Forester Fred Morell, of the
United States Forest Service, following my appeal to the Forest Service upon the refusal of the
Boston Office to initiate this work. The Washington Office had called in Mr. Clarke of the
Boston Office.
The conclusion of the session was that a CCC crew will be sent back to eliminate the hurricane
damage between the Ledge House and the Kennebec River and make the roofs tight, chink, build
latrines and eliminate the fire hazard at the lean-tos in this area. This work is to have priority.
The second point was the doing of similar work for the Sugarloaf-Spaulding area, namely the
Sugarloaf Lean-to, Spaulding Mountain Lean-to and Poplar Ridge Lean-to (formerly Saddleback
Junior). The Horns Pond Lean-tos are to be similarly renovated and I have specified the three
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areas on the Mt. Bigelow Range where hurricane damage work is required. This program is by
no means as ambitious as that which we had hoped, following Mr. Amos’ letter in the early
spring to the State Forester. It is, however, a compromise solution which will eliminate the worst
of our problems and will put in good order the five lean-tos built in 1938 which were particularly
unfinished and a source of difficulty. By reason of the lateness of the season, the attitude of the
Boston Office and the difficulties, I thought it much better to urge this work of the most serious
character rather than try to obtain such an ambitious program.
As a matter of fact, due to the activity of the Bates Outing Club last spring, the hurricane damage
remaining uncompleted was fairly well cared for and the Sugarloaf-Mt. Spaulding area is fairly
good at the present time. Therefore, I think that this arrangement will take care of most of our
problems.
We do have one problem which I think we will have to turn back to those who maintain these
sections of Trail. The older lean-tos are, of course, not in the condition of those that were built in
1938. However, some work on the roofs and some chinking would have been desirable.
Unfortunately, we could not obtain this work for anything west of Saddleback Mountain. It
seems as if, therefore, on the next work trips to the sections where these structures are, the
maintaining organizations will have to try to devote a little time to the roof repairs, chinking, etc.
This means the Maine Alpine Club for the Grafton Notch and Frye Brook Lean-tos. Fortunately,
these structures are close to the road and whatever materials are needed can be easily taken in.
Mr. Sawyer and the Bates Outing Club have the four other structures which are not included in
this program. The Elephant Mountain lean-to is of course the most difficult.
I do think that on the next trip, something should be done to indicate a latrine. A rough sign
could be carried in and at least a pit and seat prepared which would serve to eliminate the
problems until some more suitable arrangement can be provided. It might be possible during the
next two or three years to find a small amount of money which could be devoted to getting these
structures built, if come local resident could be found to handle things.
I am hoping that nothing will again interfere to prevent carrying through this program. I have
urged those who are interested in the sections affected to check the work and let us know
immediately how things are going. This will mean the end of the CCC work in Maine and from
now on, we shall be on our own, I do feel that the lean-tos not worked on are in sufficiently good
order that they can be placed beyond the scope of complaint and that we can handle this latrine
situation.
This has been a particularly difficult situation to deal with.
Very sincerely yours.
Myron H, Avery
Overseer of Trails
Maine Appalachian Trail Club

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1940 – Compiled by David Field – Page

192

{Copy: Attwood, Reeves, Heard, Stephenson}
August 20, 1940. Myron Avery to R. G. Stubbs, Hallowell, Maine.
Dear Stubbs;
The enclosed is self-explanatory. It will care for some problems. There was one matter, however,
which I did not deem it expedient to broach and I leave it with you. That is the matter of moving
the lean-to from East Carry Pond where there is no spring down to the spring near Steele's
Camps. I did not get any answer from Steele to my letter, a copy of which I sent to you, and my
guess is that Steele did not want to go on record. If there is to be anything done on this, it seems
to me that it would have to come as an independent request of the Forest Service to shift this
lean-to as the work is being done. I should think that the Service could have Mr. Conners arrange
for this when you learn that the crew starts work. If the situation is such that you feel that you
cannot initiate the project, then I fear our last chance of improvement will be lost, for the
situation is such that it would jeopardize matters were I to press the suggestion.
I shall be interested to know if you were able to get the roofing to Bigelow Col.
You will have my letter about the situation at Saddleback and I hope that the firewarden there
will make the watchman get down to work.
We have had some reports that the Trail on the west slope of Moxie Bald can hardly be followed
now.
I am writing in considerable haste, as I have a number of those matters to cover.
Dictated by Mr. Avery in Washington but written and mailed after his return to New York.
Copy to Mr. Taylor.
August 21, 1940. Earl W. Perham, Long Pond Camps, to Myron Avery [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
So far the lumbering has done no harm to the trails. There have been a few Apps. over within last
few days and they say the trail is very good. So far I haven’t been able to do any thing on the
trails as I have been alone just lately. Have had to hire a man to help me on my fall work wood
August 21, 1940. Myron Avery to H. D. Cummings, United States Geological Survey,
Oquossoc, Maine,
Dear Mr. Cummings:
Perhaps you have known that for some time there has been a question, causing considerable
discussion, as to whether Sugar loaf's 4237 ft. is higher than Old Speck’s estimated 4250 ft. Both
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Messrs. Watson end Davey told me that they had spoken to you about turning angles on Old
Speck or taking advantage of any opportunity to get this measurement. We are going to press
very soon with the next edition of the Maine Guidebook and it would be of much interest to have
this point definitely determined. 1 am enclosing for your convenience an addressed envelope and
I would appreciate your letting me know if you have an opportunity to do anything in this
connection.
It would be of great help to us if you will let me know anything definite in this connection.
Dictated by Mr. Avery in Washington but written and mailed after his return to New York.
August 21, 1940. Myron Avery to Dr. Frederick C. Lovejoy, 64 Main Street, Farmington,
Maine.
Dear Dr. Lovejoy:
Your letter of August 10th, inquiring about membership in the Maine Appalachian Trail Club,
has been referred to me, as my particular capacity in that organization relates to Trail work.
The Maine Appalachian Trail Club is incorporated and is a rather unique organization in that, as
the Guide indicates, its qualification for membership is to have rendered some particular service
to the Trail in Maine. Most of the members have done this through some form of Trail work. I do
not, of course, know your particular situation and whether or not you would be interested in the
matter of Trail maintenance. This is really an interesting assignment as well as beneficial
physically. The Bates Outing Club, under the direction of Professor W. H. Sawyer at Lewiston,
Maine, maintains an extensive section of Trail. We still have in Maine some areas which we
would like to further subdivide and pass on to responsible maintaining organizations or groups.
If your interest runs to Trail work, you could discuss the matter with Professor Sawyer or with
Game Warden Helon Taylor at Eustis, Maine. Both of these gentlemen, to whom I am sending
copies of this letter, are frequently in Farmington.
If, on the other hand, your interest is more general in nature, I would suggest to you membership
in The Appalachian Trail Conference at large. Membership in the Trail Conference would not
only keep you in touch with developments along the entire Appalachian Trail but through this
membership you would receive many of the publications and Guides, including Appalachian
Trailway News, which are issued from time to time.
Another means of contact with The Appalachian Trail would be through a subscription to
Appalachian Trailway News. This is issued three times a year and subscriptions are sent to Miss
Jean Stephenson, Editor, Appalachian Trailway News, 901 Union Trust Building, Washington, D.
C. So that you may have a better knowledge of this project, we are sending to you under separate
cover a copy of the last issue.
If you will indicate to me the particular line of your interest in the Trail and the Trail project, we
can discuss the matter further.
Very truly yours,
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Myron H. Avery
Chairman
The Appalachian Trail Conference
Dictated by Mr. Avery in Washington but written and mailed after his return to New York.
Copy to Mr. Sawyer Mr. Taylor
August 22, 1940. Helon Taylor to Myron Avery [Hand written]
Dear Myron:
Just a hasty note in reply to yours of the 20th. Glad to hear C.C.C. are coming back. New link
from Jerome Brook to buckboard road near W. Carry is finished and painted. I used the boys two
days in there and did a fairly good job of it. Too dry for Viles Wing and his crew to be off duty.
The boys have put in 3 days from Bigelow Vil. to Horns Pond—1 day on blue trail out of
Stratton to Arnold’s Well and 2 days with me on new trail. I will start them on Little Bigelow
right away.
P.S. Have not measured new link yet. Will send them later. Just got word 2 men lost on
Sugarloaf last night. Going in search of them this morning.
August 24, 1940. H. D. Cummings, UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE
INTERIOR GEOLOGICAL SURVEY, Oquossoc, Maine to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Your letter of August 21st. received and contents noted. In regard to elevation of Old Speck, it
will be possible for me to have this information within a week or ten days and with the
permission of my Division Engineer, Mr. Albert Pike, I shall be pleased to send you this data.
cc Mr. Albert Pike, Washington, D. C.
August 24, 1940. Myron Avery to Lawson Reeves
Dear Lawson:
1 have read your letter of August 19th sent to Heard and myself with the greatest of interest.
1 would like to see that Trail now. I will bet that it is really good and a real pleasure to travel.
Yes, it is going to take a battle with the bushes I am afraid for two or three years, then you will
have them under control. But it will be worth it.
I am sending your letter to Sawyer, Stubbs and Helon Taylor so that they too may know the
situation.
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I can't imagine the black flies worse than when we were there. It must have been a torture to
work then. I thought you would find water at the camps for trail work; there is bound to be some
there. I am going to Monson in a day or so and will send you the paint.
I fully agree that you should not try to take that section from Bigelow Village to Stratton Pond
until the bushes are down. You will I think find a couple of days work from Bigelow Village to
Sugarloaf Lean-to and on Poplar Ridge.
1 am hoping that nothing keeps the CCC from getting those lean-tos in shape. Helon will get a
copy of this letter and I am suggesting to him that he urge the camp foreman to put up a sort of a
table at the lean-tos since the crews will camp there.
Keep me posted.
August 26, 1940. Albert D. Boyer, Jackman, Maine, to Myron Avery [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
I wrote you a week ago but must be you did not receive my letter as I have not heard,
nevertheless am sorry that it so happens was unable to be in Monson at the time you expected to
be there, but would have been very glad to have met you for there were many things I would
liked to have known.
Dreamwold on the Trail is not as yet complete am sorry to say as I have been in financial
difficulty and so could not work on it as fast as I would have liked and too, men were hard to hire
to do such work. Seems no one cares to go up there, too far in from town and too the material has
been hard to haul up there. the road has been so bad trucks would not take the chance.
Nevertheless it would be possible to stay there overnight and be comfortable. Am staying home
this winter so will be able to work on the place myself and have it I hope completed.
Sorry you did not receive my letter in time, but the ones you sent me was missent to Kokadjo,
Me. That is the reason you have not heard from me. Had you gone to Monson my wife could
have given you all information desired. Hoping to hear and to see you sometime in the future.
August 28, 1940. Bennie Boyington, McDougall’s Camps, Nahmakanta Lake, to Myron
Avery [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
Your letter rec’d. a few days ago and will ans. There isn’t any lumbering up here. They drove
Boom logs this spring and that is all. The trail is in good condition and the bushes isn’t any
worse in the old road than they were last year. When you send the check send it to Kokadjo.
August, 1940

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1940 – Compiled by David Field – Page

196

TRAIL REPORTS
Section 11
MONSON TO BLANCHARD
(Work Trip)
I. Paint.
Repainted thoroughly by M.H.A. in August. 1940. Previously painted by Greene in 1933;
possibly by CCC in 1935 or 6. Two quarts of paint used.
II. A.T. Markers.
Re-installed; app. 30 used. More required from 4 m. west to Blanchard. All badly obliterated
markers ware removed; some old markers, in fair condition, left on trees.
III. Mile Markers.
One to 5, inclusive, painted in. No. 2 is at 2.05 m. (no suitable rock nearby).
IV. Trail Data.
Remeasured and allowance made for wheel error (100 ft. per mile). Route changed in lumbered
section since original measuring. New distance in 5.72 m. in lieu of 5.55 m.
V. Board Signs.
Sign at Monson faded. Signs on dirt road at Blanchard (4.9 m.) in fair condition. (Sign to west
has pencil arrows.) Sign and post at Blanchard missing.
VI. Condition of Trail.
First 1.7 m. is dirt road. Entrance to wood road from dirt road was previously obscure. Is grass
grown to old building, then better-worn. Pulp operation to app. 2.5 m. (will not injure trail) will
improve this road. Detour at 2.75 m. to 3.02 m. to avoid lumber cuttings must be cleared each
year.
Old fields have fair footway to show route. From 3.2 m. to 3.9 m. road shows less use, is grassgrown and shows slight tendency to bush in on side. This is a swampier section than east half.
Road from buildings at 3.9 m. to Blanchard is gullied and grass-grown, now impassable by automobile and not used.
VII. Needed Work.
1. Repaint in 1941.
2. More markers beyond 4 m.
3, Replace board signs.
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4. Put in post and sign (A.T.) at 1.7 m.
5. Annually the section from 2.75 m. to 3.02 m. must be mowed free of sprouts and bushes and
care taken to see that turns on this section (4) are marked.
NOTE: M.H.A., accompanied on this section by Merle Finley, Monson, Maine; thoroughly
versed in work; should be employed in 1941 to repaint and mow out section. Rate $2.00 per day.

I. Palnt.

Section 12
BLANCHARD TO MOXIE POND
{Work Trip}

Repainted from Blanchard to 9 m. (near lean~to) by M.H.A. and Merle Finlay on August 30th;
from 9 m. to No. 5 Campground on August 28th by M.H.A.; from No. 5 to ¼ m. north of
firetower in August, 1940, by James R. O'Neal); from firetower to Moxie Pond by M.H.A. on
August 29th. Originally painted in 1933 by Philbrick, later by CCC (?). 2-1/2 qts. used from
Troutdale to firetower; 2-1/2 qts. to lean-to from firetower; 5 qts. from Blanchard to lean-to. One
quart blue paint left with fire warden Taylor to repaint trail to tower.
II. A.T. Markers.
All renewed. Obliterated ones removed. App, 100 used; large nails.
III. Mile Markers.
Trail remeasured and allowance made (.02 m. per mile). Nos. 1 to 9 given second coat of paint,
(Mile markers 13, 14 and 15 put in on Watchman’s trail also,)
IV. Trail Data.
Remeasured and rewritten, allowing for error in wheel. Watchman’s trail to Moxie Pond (12.7 to
15.33 m. measured). From Blanchard to Watchman’s Cabin is 12.15 m., 4.8 m. Troutdale to
firetower, or 16.95 m.
V. Board Signs.
Blanchard sign near bridge broken and on birch. Two signs on Moxie Mtn. very much faded
(sign to tower and to Troutdale), Sign at Troutdale in fair condition. There is no sign pointing
north to Blanchard at firetower.
VI, Lean-to.
Built of large cedar logs. Tar paper roof on slats. Cracked at pitch and rear. Needs some chinking.
Front was built in. No latrine here. No Forest Service Sign here. A.T.C. notice (2) posted. Brook
100ft. north of lean-to is uncertain water supply. 0’Neal reports “Also put new paper on Lean-to”.
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VII. Condition of Trail.
From Blanchard to Moxie Mtn. lean-to tote-road is very well worn and in excellent shape.
However, heavy growth of alders at Marble Brook, at beaver flowage and at Bald Mtn. Dam.
(Cut out in August, 1940.)
From lean-to for ½ m. west, is growth of hardwood sprouts. (Cut by O’Neal in August, 1940.)
Trail is very clear up east slope to near crest, Along crest is adequate paint, cairns and clearing to
open up route done by O’Neal in August1940. New route for .4 m, cut by Taylor for hauling
boards for cabin used beyond warden’s trail. Trail clear to campground. Beyond is dense growth
of grass and raspberries, to Pond shore. Also some fire-killed timber north of Sandy Stream.
Between Blanchard and 9 m. marker there are four large logs (saw work) across trail.
VIII. Required Work.
1. Trail must be mowed every year from Troutdale to firetower. (Work can be done by James
O’Neal, The Forks, Maine, at $2.50 per day.) O’Neal mowed trail (4 days’ work in August,
1940).
2. Clear to Lean-to from firetower, checking on crest and sprouts 1/2 m. north of lean-to.
3. Clear alders at Marble Brook, at beaver flowages and Bald Mtn. Pond Dam.
4. Rechink lean-to and repair tar paper roof.
5. Determine whether rebuilding cabin means any change in trail data.
VII. Condition of Trail (Continued)
O’Neal Reports: "Cut out logs and mowed bushes from Troutdale Cabins to Bear Brook Trail.
Mowed and cut small logs from Bear Brook to lookout Station on Bald Mtn. Mowed, painted
and put up markers from Bald Mtn. Lookout Station to Lean-to on Trail. Also put up monuments
where needed. Also put new paper on lean-to. Trail is in good shape except for a few large logs
across trail. Paint blazes and markers can be seen very good and Trail very easy to follow.”
Section 15
PIERCE POND TO EAST CARRY POND
North to South {Work Trip}
I. Paint.
Repainted by CCC in 1937. Repainted for 1 m. south from Pierce Pond in June, 1940. Remainder
of paint in fair shape.
II. A.T. MARKERS.
Put up in 1937. Seemed in fair condition. Require renewing.
III. Mile Markers.
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Painted in from north to south. Nos. 2, 3, 4 and 5 on small, insecure rocks. Some of the old south
to north markers still visible.
IV. Trail Data.
Remeasured and rechecked in June, 1940. Distance 300 ft. less.
V. Condition of Trail.
This section was not worked over for hurricane damage in 1939. Immediately beyond junction
with Pierce Pond side trail, it is blocked by half a dozen aspen. In the black growth as far as
Carrying Place Brook the route is remarkably clear. On Bates Ridge in hardwood growth some
sprouts require cutting. Down logs interfering with route were cut in June 1940 to within a mile
of north shore of East Carry Pond. Here for a mile in lumbered section is heavy down timber and
trail in bad shape. Along east side of East Carry Pond route is good. Probably forty down logs in
all.
VI. Board signs.
Sign needed for Carry Pond Lean-to and where A.T. leaves Pierce Pond Lean-to trail; see
preceding section report.
Section 17
Ledge House (Maine Highway 16) to Bigelow Village (Maine Highway 27)
{Work Trip}
I. Paint.
On Little Bigelow to end of relocation at ______m. painted by Taylor in 1939; from l/2 m. north
of Stratton Pond to Bigelow Village repainted by Taylor in 1939; remainder repainted by CCC in
1936 or 1937; faded and requires renewal. Too many blazes in spruce growth on ridge; many
should be obliterated.
II. A.T. Markers.
Very few on section and most of these are obliterated. Require renewal.
III. Mile Markers.
Repainted by M.H.A. in August, 1940. There is no number 17. Slight rain. Markers should have
second coat of paint. Number 14 at edge of bank at west side of dam on uncertain rock.
IV. Trail Data.
Rewritten and remeasured in August, 1940. (A gain of .1 m. from north of North Horn to Horns
Pond.)
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Markers correspond with new data; old markers on trees; not seen except 4 and 10; former made
into 5.4 m.
V. Trail Conditions.
Prior to reclearing. Badly bushed for 2 m. on Little Bigelow. Good on Little Bigelow, Very
rough from sag to junction with old trail. Good in conifers to Horns Pond except for hurricane
damage on South Horn. Down trees on North Horn side trail. From Horns Pond trail is gullied
for l/2 m. and badly ingrown in sections. Badly ingrown on top of ridge between Stratton
Flowage and Bigelow Village.
{See report sheets on Bigelow Range Trail.}
VI. Board Signs.
All require renewal. New sign for North Horn added to list. Signs at Ledge House and Bigelow
Village and Parsons Trail O.K. Sign at Bigelow Col very badly faded. Parsons Trail sign here
O.K. Other signs badly faded. At Horns Pond A.T. sign damaged by porcupines; Bigelow Range
Trail sign flaking. (Sign removed from Dead River Route; connection “Blacked out”.) At
Bigelow Village is one of Hutchins’ diamond-shape markers on same post as standard A.T. signs.
VII. Lean-tos.
Bigelow Col. Small lean-to, not standard A.T. model. Covered on ends and top with only tar
paper. Arrangements made with Stubbs to procure roofing and watchman to replace roofing. No
roof at all; only tar paper.
Horns Ponds (2). Fireplaces O.K. despite Appalachia article. Show little porcupine gnawing,
except slightly on deacon seat but show evidences of their presence. Roofs leak; new shakes
required. No chinking on sides. Lean-tos face south. No latrine. Horns Pond is drinking water.
Metal Forest Service Campsite signs at both lean-tos. (Horns Pond sign is cut off from tree.) No
fire hazard at either lean-to.
VIII. Needed Work.
A. Reclear little Bigelow (2 m.).
B. Repaint from Firetower to Stratton Pond and east face of East Peak.
C. Clear hurricane damage on South Horn.
*D. Clear from Horns Pond to Stratton flowage.
*E. Clear from Stratton Flowage to Bigelow Village.
F, Renew A.T. Markers.
G. Replace all signs.
H. Repair Bigelow Col lean-to.
I. Put up warning sign on Bigelow Range Trail.
J, Reclear on Bigelow Range Trails (l) near Stratton; (2) hurricane damage on east base of
Cranberry Peak; (3) west of Cranberry Peak Pond.
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K. Repaint Bigelow Range Trail
*To be cut out by son of Helon Taylor.
L. Repaint side trail to Old Man's Head.
M. Install Forest Service signs at Horns Ponds Lean-tos.
N. Repairs to roofs, sides of Horns Ponds Lean-tos; build latrines.
{Copy Taylor, Stubbs, Heard}

TRAIL REPORTS
BIGELOW RANGE TRAIL
(6.67 m.) {Work Trip}

I. Paint.
Good from Horns Pool to Cranberry Peak Pond. Particularly faint thru second growth in
lumbered section between knob east of Cranberry Peak Pond and from Cranberry Peak to
hauling road ½ m. east of dirt road at west end of trail. Needs repainting throughout.
IV. Trail data.
Revised by M.H.A. in August, 1940, without use of wheel. Not very exact from spring at 5.2 m.
to Stratton.
V. Trail Conditions.
From Horns Pond west: In fine shape in conifers to Cranberry Pond. Some ingrowth but good
footway in lumbered sections between Horns Ponds and Cranberry Peak Pond. Route revised for
crossing of beaver bog and painted here by M.H.A. in August, 1940. Sixteen blowdowns to this
point. Beyond, under cliffs, two dozen blowdowns but route is clear. Trail narrower in second
growth toward Cranberry Peak; paint poorer and route more ingrown. Needs work here.
At east base of Cranberry Peaks, for 250 yds., is terrific blowdown completely blocking trail.
Impossible to trace route. Also a blowdown patch and bushes at about 5.4 m.
Trail needs to be posted with warning sign arrangements made with Helon Taylor for this.
VI. Board Signs.
Hutchins has made sign to Cave (damaged), Arnolds Well, Spring and at and of dirt road. There
should be sign at Maine Highway 26. Signs (2) at Horns Pond weathered but legible.
(NOTE: This trail requires much exertion. Every effort should be made to reopen it throughout.
The view, .28 m. from Horns Pond, is outstanding and without too much labor the trail can
certainly be retained as far as Cranberry Peak Pond (2.4 m.) before blowdowns are encountered.
Its views are remarkable.
Heard’s report might note exertion, views and monition as to blowdown patches.)
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VII. Needed Work.
A. Eliminate hurricane damage.
B. Repaint.
C. Reclear.
D. Install sign on Maine Highway 26.
{Copy Taylor, Heard, Stubbs}
Section I8
BIGELOW VILLAGE TO ORBETON STREAM
North to South {Work Trip}
I, Paint.
Painted May 1940 from Orbeton Stream to Spaulding Lean-to (4 ½ m.) by Reeves; painted
August 1940 by Reeves for 2 m. south of Bigelow Village; casual painting in August 1940
between lean-tos. Second painting in 1937 by Taylor after CCC painting. All paint is clear.
II. A.T. Markers.
Very few. Need renewal.
III. Mile Markers.
All renewed on original base except Nos. 1, 7, 8 and 12 painted on new rocks.
IV. Trail data.
Rechecked with measuring wheel. Very minor revisions. distances on 1937 data retained.
V. Trail Conditions.
Bigelow Village to 2 m.: Growth of sprouts. Mile 2 to 3 clear in fire-killed timber. Mile 3 to 4
denser small growth. Mile 4 to Sugarloaf well cleared and worn in barrens. No down logs.
Hurricane damage starts at Mile 4. Bad on south side of first knob south of Sugarloaf. About
dozen logs down. Hurricane damage well cleared. Hurricane damage also particularly bad on
south slope of second knob where hurricane swept across ridge. Slopes of Spaulding undamaged.
Lean-to side trail 25 yds. painted white (to be changed to blue).
From 8.65 m. to Orbeton Stream old tote-road is badly bushed; for first 2 miles growth on side,
when trail cleared, will make excellent route; next mile is worse; last half mile from Orbeton
Stream is good To be cleared by Reeves in August. {Work done; Trail mowed 8/40.}
VI. Board Signs.
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At Bigelow Village four signs in good order; Hutchins sign on poles in good shape. No sign for
Spaulding Mtn. side trail or lean-to. Signs in good order at Orbeton Stream.
VII. Lean-tos.
Sugar Loaf Mtn. Lean-to: 10 ft. from trail. Tree has thrown structure slightly off base on east end.
Needs chinking. Roof leaks. Has no fireplace. Slight fire hazard. Front not filled in. Has Forest
Service metal sign. Overhang has slats missing.
Spaulding Mtn. Lean-to: Location is damp. Wet ground in front of lean-to (perhaps drainage
from spring). Roof splints have cracks. Front not built in. No Forest Service sign or latrine. Logs
straight, not many cracks.
VIII. Needed Work.
A. Reclear Bigelow Village to Sugarloaf. {Done 8/42}
B. Repaint between Spaulding and Sugarloaf Lean-tos.
C. Reclear Orbeton Stream to 8.5 m. (Done 8/40)
D. Paint Spaulding Mtn. Lean-to trail blue.
E. Needed work on lean-tos.
F. Renew A.T. markers.
{Copy Reeves, Taylor, Stubbs, Heard}
August, 1940

TRAIL REPORTS
Section 19
ORBETON STREAM TO MAINE HIGHWAY 4
{Work Trip from Saddleback Mtns.}

I. Paint.
Repainted from Orbeton Stream to Firetower by Reeves in May, 1940 (8 m.); fine work (some
triple blazes to be eliminated). Very well painted but more needed between Horn and Firetower;
well cairned here, however. Repainted from Sandy River Ponds to Maine Highway 4 by B.0.C.
in June, 1940; from, fire- tower to Sandy River is in need of thorough repainting.
II. A.T. Markers.
Scarce.
III. Mile Markers.
Repainted 1. 2, 3 on old base. Remainder painted new. All numbers painted.
IV. Trail Data.
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Checked August, 1940. Trail to spring at 4.58 m., spring and watchman’s cabin on Saddleback
new developments.
V. Trail Conditions.
Mile 0-1 very clear. Mile 1-2 fair, slightly bushy on Poplar Ridge. From 2.12 very clear thru
spruce, etc., all the way to fire tower; this is splendid trail as to condition and marking. More
paint and cairns yet required between Horn and fire tower. Cairning east of firetower much
improved but more cairns needed 1/4 m. west of tower. Trail from tower to Sandy River well
worn. From firetower to Ethel [Eddy?] Pond are numerous large trees which should have been
cut out by watchman. Below, trail is in good order. Some bushes on Beech Hill Road (2 m.)
which should be removed to make this section standard. B.0.C. has done good marking and
clearing work from 13.95 m. to 16.15 m. Small pulpwood operation 1/2 m. from Maine Highway
4. Blazes here painted both ways August, 1940; tops in trail, etc.
VI. Board Signs.
At Orbeton Stream 0.K. Saddleback Junior Lean-to distance to be changed. (Name to be altered
to Poplar Ridge.) Signs at tower, lean-to and Maine Highway 4 (broken - Hunt to nail), legible.
Sign at Sandy River Ponds O.K.
VII. Lean-tos.
Poplar Ridge Lean-to. Big logs used. Well made. Leaky roof; shakes not overlapping. Much
down timber--bad hazard; needs chinking badly at ends of logs under roof. Small brook as water
supply. Porcupines gnawing deacon seat. Roof reported by Herman Blackwell to be spring
[sprung?] by snow. No sign here or latrine.
Piazza Rock lean-to: No latrine or sign here. Roof needs repair. Deacon seat scorched by fire.
VIII. Needed Work
1. Lean-to repairs (both).
2. Latrine at Poplar Ridge.
3. Eliminate fire hazard at Poplar Ridge.
4. Clear sprouts on Poplar Ridge.
5. More paint blazes between Horn and fire tower.
6. Cut out between Eddy Pond and firetower.
7. More cairns within l/4 m. of firetower (west side).
8. Watch beaver pond at 11 m.
9. Obtain signs for The Cave.
10. Check pulpwood operations within 1/2 m. of Maine Highway 4 for remarking, etc.
11. Repaint Sandy River Ponds to firetower.
12. Put up more A.T. markers.
13. Piazza Rock: roof and latrine.
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{Copy Stubbs, Sawyer, Heard}
September 2, 1940.
MEASUREMENTS FROM APPALACHIAN TRAIL
AT THE HERMITAGE TO GREENVILLE—
MILLINOCKET ROAD AT KOKADJO
PLEASANT RIVER ROAD (By Measuring Wheel )
{Copy for Guidebook File}
0
1.06
1.51
3.24
3.6
4.56
4.7
5.44
5.57
5.71
6.17
6.5
8.85
10.9
10.95
10.99
11.06
11.71

m.
m.
m.
m.
m.
m.
m.
m.
m.
m.
m.
m.
m.
m.
m.
m.
m.
m.

Appalachian Trail at The Hermitage
Screw Auger Falls Trail
Gulf Hagas Trail
West end of Gulf Hagas Trail
Gulf Hagas Trail crossing of Pleasant River, at Head of Gulf, to Long Pond
Cross Lloyd Pond Brook
Cross to west bank of Pleasant River West Branch on Log Bridge
Pass dam on West Branch on right
Dining Room at Little Lyford Pond Camps
Cross Little Lyford Pond Outlet
Cross Mtn. Pond Brook Outlet
Forks of road; to left is Seaboard Paper Co. road to Horseshoe Pond
Cross large brook.
Locked gate on road
Come into road built by CCC; this road extends 100 yds. to left.
Pass lumber camps (McLeod and Call garage) on left.
Cross outlet of Big Lyford Pond
Chadwick’s garage and buckboard road on right (1-1/2 m. to Camps)
(By Speedometer)

12.8
15.1
17.3
17.6
21.

m.
m.
m.
m.
m.

(Road to left, 1/4 m. to Sherman’s Camps on Big Lyford Pond)
H. & W. [Hollingsworth & Whitney] Camps on left
Evelith Farm
Trail on left to No. 4 Lookout (3-3/4 m.)
Millinocket-Greenville Road.

Copy sent to Cole Beatty, The Hermitage, Katahdin Iron Works, Maine
McCloud and Call Camps
W. A. Dore, Mountain View Camps, Monson, Maine
September 2, 1940. Lawson Reeves, Dryden, Maine, to “Marion” Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Marion:
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I have just returned from a week-end at Mt. Katahdin and Moosehead Lake and I thought you
might like to get a report on the Katahdin Trail. I am not sending any report to Mr. Heard but if
you find anything herein that might be interesting you can pass it on. This was my first trip up
Katahdin and therefore my impressions would be much the same as the majority of people who
do climb the mountain.
The paint blazes for the first two or three miles up were spaced at a great distance apart. While it
is true that the trail is distinct and well worn, few people would realize that the A.T. had any
connection with this section. From the ledges on up it is very well marked. The morning that we
went up the fog was so bad that a human being was visible for but 100 ft. (we measured it). Yet
we had no trouble following the trail.
However in the whole distance up and back 10.4 miles, we saw but one metal marker and some
one had bent that up trying to pull it off. I should say the souvenir hunters had stripped them.
There is a board sign at 3.5 miles (I believe the distance is correct) that is so faded it is hardly
legible. To make matters worse it is written all over with autographs. This is where a cleared
woods road joins the trail at nearly a right angle to the south. The sign mentions the waterfalls
but gives no distance nor blue side trail and since this is above the regular falls it must refer to
another set.
The shelter up the mountain a trifle over 3 miles from the top is in bad shape and I don’t believe
it is used much. Some one has torn the splits off the front overhang of the roof and evidently
used them for kindling. The poles for the bunks are spaced too far apart (probably some of these
has been burnt). The roof leaks. There is no blue trail or sign to the spring and the dead brush
should be cleared away from around the shelter to eliminate the fire hazard.
The board signs at the Katahdin stream road and at the top are in good condition.
The register showed a total of 1824 names of which 459 were added within the past 12 days, or
since 8/18/40.
The Katahdin stream campsite was filled to capacity. All the shelters and cabins were occupied
and quite a few were camp tenting. The grounds are kept clean and conditions are good.
Some one has put in a red trail up the south side of Katahdin stream and another starting from the
Katahdin Stream main road up close to the latrines on the north side and runs into the trail up the
mountain maybe ½ mile or so. It looks as if it was done this year, maybe last year. I couldn’t
[fathom?] what the purpose was.
I also hiked towards the West branch of the Penobscot about 1 ½ miles beyond York’s Daicy
Pond Camps. The trail from the Campsite to York’s camps needs work done on it. It is fairly
well painted. There are quite a number of metal markers but these are wholly faded and should
be replaced. The bushes need cutting i.e. blueberry, sheep laurel, grass and raspberry. While the
trail is distinct and causes no trouble if allowed to grow up without being cut it will cause trouble
in a year or so. Besides it is very wet—we got caught in a rain storm.
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The trail from York’s camp towards the West Branch is very good. The paint is O.K., the metal
markers are OK here too. There are a few bushes in places but not bad at all.
There are no down trees on any of this 8 ½ miles from the top of the mountain west that I
covered.
Rec’d. your card re the paint. Have not read the papers nor talked with any one re the party lost
on Sugarloaf so can give no details. I can’t see how anyone using ordinary precautions could get
lost from the A.T. here.
September 3, 1940. Myron Avery to George Foster, Austin Pond Camps, Bingham, Maine
Dear Mr. Foster:
Perhaps the Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine has come to your attention. The
Appalachian Trail crosses Moxie Mountain north of your camps.
In this Guide we have a map which includes the area around your camps. We should like to have
the map show the roads and trails to your camp correctly. Will you correct one of the two
enclosed, Bodfish Siding to Moxie Mountain Map, and return it to us in the enclosed stamped
envelope.
It will be of great help to us to have the map corrected by you.
September 5, 1940. Helon Taylor to Myron Avery [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
I was away pistol shooting last week, got back Mon. night and been busy every minute since
then, hope to get to Ledge House today or tomorrow anyway. Heard that C.C.C. were working
on lean-to at Jerome Brook. “Bill Taylor and Linwood mowed the A.T. from Bigelow Village to
timber above Horns Pond—from Stratton to Arnold’s Well—from Ledge House to top of Little
Bigelow—from Old Man’s Face to timber on Little Bigelow. Cut alders across dam at Ledge
House and helped me 2 days on new section around Round Top.” Think they did a creditable job
and well earned their money. I have paid them and enclosed find bill.
Viles Wing has cleared out the blowdowns the whole length of Bigelow side trails and all. Sent
Herbert Blackwell and Stillman Johnson to do the work. I put up the warning signs on blue trail
but will take them down right away.
Trail is in fine shape now as far as Bigelow is concerned. Hope to have more to report on C.C.C.
soon.
September 7, 1940. Merle P. Finley, Monson, Maine to Myron Avery [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
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We went over the trail and found it in good condition. We discovered an old chopping between
the three and four mile markers which should be cleaned. We painted from the six to the seven
mile mark in a light rain. We could not find the 9 or 11 mile markers. We found a good spring at
the old lumber campground. We cleaned the alders in good shape here. The Hand-bridge across
the Little Wilson is fair. It consists of a birch log with a pine as a hand rail. The Handrail is about
knee-high.
We then went to Barren. The Bull-Dozer passed over our trail while we were on the Mountain
but had not disturbed anything so we changed nothing but the 15 mile marker. There are three
side trails between the 9-11 mile markers which need cleaning badly. We had one can of white
paint left. We painted from Drew’s Plantation to the Barren Cliffs Thursday then went to Dore’s
Camps where we stayed over-night. We then painted up Dore’s Blue Line and back through to
the Plantation. We found your sign-board and erected it at Drew’s Plantation.
Our scraper, hammer and bush-cutter are at Harry Davis’s.
P. S. Mr. Davis kept the Receipts and will probably send them to you.
September 9, 1940. Walter B. Hamilton, Map Draftsman, State Highway Commission,
Augusta, Maine, to Appalachian Trail Conference
Gentlemen:

Attn: M. H. Avery

I wish to thank you for the Appalachian Trail Guide book. It should prove a very satisfactory
source of reference.
September 12, 1940. Myron Avery, Portland, Maine, to Helon Taylor {No carbon of page 2}
Dear Helon:
Your letter of September 5 caught up with me here. I am sorry for the delay for I imagine the
boys have spent the money several times over.
1 have sent the bill on to Washington and you will have your check at once. I imagine the boys
consider you a better person to collect from than an intangible such as the Maine A.T. Club.
Things are really looking up for us, I guess. I am very glad we could get those boys to clear those
bushes. I have no doubt they earned their money and then some. It is good to know that the trails
are clear. Probably we shall need to work out some arrangement on those bushes each year--that
is as long as the boys need the money and can’t earn it any easier.
When the CCC finish their work, those warning signs which you take down can be sent to me at
127 Hunter Avenue, Tarrytown and we can have them ready for future use.
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I probably should have sent a letter about that bill instead of using a postcard but I was in great
hurry. Postcards get read too much.
Shall be much interested to know what you hear about the CCC and hope you can see them soon.
[Missing Page? None found in Annex 1/31/18]
September 12, 1940. Myron Avery to Miss Marie Elliott, 313 East 40th Street, New York
City.
Dear Miss Elliott:
1 have been away from New York in Maine and hence delayed in replying to your letter of
August 19th.
I want to say that your letter is most helpful and that we are very appreciative of your pains to
tell us of conditions. If more people were as cooperative, we would have an easier time in
keeping track of trail conditions. As I was over the route you followed later, I should like to
discuss matters with you. Rather than go into these matters at length by letter, perhaps we could
talk by phone. You could let me know your telephone number and I could call you or you can
reach me at the Maritime Commission, Digby 4-7730.
September 12, 1940. Myron Avery to Mrs. Robert McDougall, Nahmakanta Lake Camps,
Norcross, Maine.
Dear Mrs. McDougall:
I am writing you because I have been unable to get any reply from two letters to Bennie. And it
is a matter which is very important to the Trail Conference.
You knew of the arrangements we had with Bennie to do work on the Trail west of the Lake.
This year we wanted him to put in three days’ work and were to send him $7.50 for the job.
Since I haven’t heard from him, I assume the work hasn’t been done. And that is what is
troubling us. I don’t need to say too much about it. You understand the situation. If the needed
work isn’t done each year, it will soon get very bad. And in those currings [cuttings?] it is going
to come up fast. Now, we have to depend on Bennie’s doing this work for there is no one else
available. The feeling of uncertainty is troublesome to us. We would like to feel that the needed
work would be done early in the season and that this section is always in good order. Last year
what was needed wasn't done until just before we came and early travelers didn’t get the benefit
of the season’s work. And that will be true if he does the work now.
This, it seems to me, is a matter of cooperation. The Trail route brings you a small amount of
business. You know that last year we deliberately arranged our trip so that you had two days’
business from each party. (Not that Nahmakanta isn’t the best place in the world to be at for two
days.) Then in settling up her accounts, I believe you will agree that Miss Stephenson was liberal.
1 mention this only to show you that we are trying to help you too and we ask for help in return.
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It isn’t as if we were asking that the camp should maintain this section of the Trail because in a
way it is an asset to the camp. Many people don’t understand why the Camps don’t do more trail
work. But to avoid any question on this score, we have offered to pay a going wage and it
certainly pays better and is easier work than working on Clifford’s road. So I feel that we are
very much entitled to feel that particularly as we offer to pay for the work, we are justified in
expecting some cooperation on the other end.
I know that Bennie has been busy and how much there is to do. But getting the Trail in shape
early in the season is important to us and to you also, I should think. I had expected to get to
Nahmakanta but I had too much work elsewhere and had to leave the Trail at Joe Mary. So I
have to write about this situation which is very disturbing to me.
I feel sure that when you and Bennie think about it, you will appreciate our situation and that in
the future we need not worry about the conditions around Nahmakanta.
I am enclosing a note about a notice which I should like to ask Bennie to put in the Nahmakanta
Lean-to.
The Washington people still talk of Ruthie.
September 12, 1940. Myron Avery to Fred Clifford, Rainbow Lake Camps, Kokadjo,
Maine.
Dear Fred:
My expectation of reaching your camps again this summer fell through. I had so much work to
do around Monson and Moxie Pond in some fire-killed stuff (worst on the Trail) that to reach
Katahdin, where I had work to do, I left the Trail at Joe Mary. I heard, though, that you were still
working on the road but were not down to Nahmakanta and that Bennie Boynton was working on
it too. Does that indicate a change of heart down the line about the road?
I sent you a copy of the new map of your section. We are getting out a new Guidebook. Will you
and your men look it over carefully and draw in any changes they want made and send it back? I
am doubtful about the trails to Hurd and Beaver Ponds. Don’t fail to go over it soon.
Here is one thing I want to know. Are you putting gravel on the road and has it been widened
since I was there last fall? I am interested to know if this means that any trees with blazes may
have been cut out and will need to be replaced. Just tell me the facts on this.
I hear that the raspberry bushes are thick again in that one place near the West Branch.
The enclosed note about the lean-to sign will be self-explanatory. Rainbow is one of three places
where the location causes trouble. But if they couldn't rent boats, they wouldn't use the lean-tos.
Why not jack up the price of the boats or refuse to rent by the day, as Chadwick does, and help
break up this practice?
Let me know of any other changes in this section which would affect the Guidebook.
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And don’t forget about the map.
P.S. Am sending you four signs in all, in case you get to West Branch Lean-to also.
M.H.A.
September 12, 1940. Myron Avery to Albert S. Pike, Esq., Chief, Atlantic Division,
United States Geological Survey, Washington, D.C.
Dear Mr. Pike:
You may recall that, last year, we furnished to some of your parties, working adjacent to The
Appalachian Trail in Maine, some copies of the GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN
MAINE and accompanying maps. This was with the thought that the information therein
contained would be of preliminary assistance in getting some knowledge of how the area could
be worked.
We are now revising this Guidebook for the fourth Edition. We should like to ask if the enclosed
Chairback-Barren Range map could be looked over by the party surveying in the Katahdin Iron
works region and that we be told of major corrections. We are particularly dubious about the
roads into Katahdin Iron Works. I enclose two copies of this map.
I have been told that Mt. Chase, near Patten, Maine, was worked over by one of your parties. I
have, therefore, enclosed two copies of our Katahdin Region Map with the thought that perhaps
the east portion of this map might have been covered by this party, which could correct the map
to the extent that any of the area has been covered.
If your parties could look over these maps, it would be of great assistance to us.
September 12, 1940. Myron Avery to Charles Daisey, Sourdnahunk Lake Camps,
Greenville, Maine.
Dear Mr. Daisey:
I am enclosing three copies of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club’s Map of the Katahdin Region
which may be of interest to you as it covers some of your territory.
I wanted to ask if you would mark any corrections on one copy of the map and return it to us.
Particularly we understand that the road to your camps is now passable by automobile and I
should like to know if it follows the old tote-road. Are the Trails to Little Sourdnahunk, Thistle
and Telos correctly shown?
It would be of much assistance in issuing a correct map if you would check the area with which
you are familiar and tell us of needed changes.
{Copy of Katahdin File also.}
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September 12, I940. Myron Avery to Robert F. Moore, Boarstone Mountain, Monson,
Maine.
My dear Mr. Moore:
I am taking up with you matters which go back somewhat into ancient history. You may recall
that in 1933 the Conference representatives had with you correspondence and conversations with
respect to marking, as a side trail, of the route to the mountain. As a result, a special sign was
prepared for installing at the highway and blue blazes were placed on the side trail. Later, I
believe you told me that, because of the wish of your lessee, Mr. Guernsey, this sign had been
taken down and stored in the barn but I was unaware of any other change in the status of matters.
This summer, while checking the Trail in Little Wilson Region, after a regrettably long absence,
I found matters considerably altered as to the status of the blue-blazed trail to the mountain. I
was told that Mr. Guernsey had forbidden access to the mountain over the blue-blazed route but
that occasionally permission, if requested by letter, might be obtained.
We are engaged in preparing a fourth edition of this Guide-book. For your ready reference I have
forwarded a copy of the third edition and you will note what appears as to the mountain.
Naturally, we wish to be very correct in this particular. If use of the side trail is prohibited, we
wish to so state in the Guide-book. On the other hand, if it is only subject to certain restrictions,
these should be set forth. We are also told that the blue blazes are badly faded and if this marking
is to be maintained, it should be renewed.
In my search for a correct statement of the situation, I was somewhat at a loss whether to address
myself to you or to Mr. Guernsey but, in view of our prior correspondence and my understanding
that Mr. Guernsey has a lease of no definite tenure, I concluded to write to you to ask if you
would be good enough to tell me what statement should be made as to the use of this trail in
1941.
The Guidebook has gone forward under separate cover.
Your courtesy in this connection will be of much assistance to us.
Copy to

Mr. Davis
Mr. Robert Matthews, Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio
Mr. Greene

September 12, 1940. Myron Avery to Maine Highway Commission, Augusta, Maine.
Attention - Mr. Linscott:
Gentleman:
I return under separate cover, with the route of The Appalachian Trail plotted thereon, the three
sheets of Piscataquis County, recently sent me for this purpose.
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As I have plotted the Trail route on your maps by installments, I am not sure whether I have
covered the entire route. You may care to check which I have done and send me the sheets for
any missing areas.
If there is available a printed list of all the sheets prepared by the Planning Survey, I should like
to ask that a copy be sent to me.
As it would greatly enhance the value of these most excellent sheets, I trust that, when the sheets
are further revised, the Commission will conclude to add not only The Appalachian Trail route
but other trails, tote-roads, etc., in the region.
The Conference very much appreciates the courtesies extended to it by the Maine Highway
Commission.
Copy to Mr. Stubbs
Mr. W. A. Hamilton
September, 1940. James E. O’Neal, The Forks, Maine [Troutdale Camps Letterhead] to
Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Sir:
I am writing to let you know that the work on the A.T. Trail is finish and the bill is as follows:
1 day on Trail with you
6 days cutting logs and bushes and mowing @ 2.50
Total

2.50
15.00
17.50

Work done on the A.T. Trail, cut out logs and mowed bushes from Troutdale Cabins to Bear
Brook Trail. Mowed and cut small logs from Bear brook to Lookout Station on Bald Mt.
Mowed, painted and put up markers from Bald Mt. Lookout Station to leanto on trail. Also put
up monuments where needed. Also put new paper on leanto.
Trail is in good shape except for a few large logs across Trail. Paint blazes and markers can be
seen very good and Trail very easy to follow.
{Copy this page sent Stubbs, Greene, Heard, Harry Davis}
September 12, 1940. Myron Avery to James O’Neal
Dear Mr. O’Neal:
Your letter was forwarded to me here at Portland. In keeping with our arrangement I am sending
you my own check for $17.50.
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I am glad to know that you were able to do this work so promptly. Also that the tar paper arrived
in time to repair the lean-to.
I think that we shall probably want to arrange with you to do the same work each year but we
will write you to make definite arrangements. We can get someone to come in from the east as
far as the lean-to and I judge you can easily handle any work to that distance.
I am sure that the Trail is now in first class condition and that we can count on your work. We
shall be interested to hear what people have to say about it.
I asked that some of the Trail literature be sent to you. Hope you got it.
If there are any developments along this section of the Trail, be sure to let us know.
September 16, 1940. Helon Taylor to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
When I got around to see the C.C.C. they had moved on to Carratunk. I was away pistol shooting
while they were here. Just as well for they did a wonderful job as far as I have seen. I went in last
Sat. afternoon as far as where new link turns off A.T. east of Jerome brook. I repainted as far as I
went.
Here is what I found—blowdowns cleared in fine shape—bushes mowed—roof of leanto
repaired—camp ground cleaned up and raked over and a new latrine built. I could find some
fault with repairs on roof of leanto but owing to the excellent job done on all the rest I have
nothing but praise to offer for this crew and their work. This section is now in the best shape I
have ever seen it. Footway shows up good now. (Also Leanto walls were chinked.) Will report
more as soon as I get time to look it over further.
September 17, 1940. Myron Avery to The Postmaster, Newry, Maine.
Dear Sir:
In our GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE, we have listed the nearest public
accommodations to The Appalachian Trail in Grafton Notch, which, as you may know, crosses
Baldpate and Old Speck. In previous editions we had referred to Wight’s Brook Camps, 4.2
miles south from Grafton Notch, and two camps operated by Leon Emmon, 3.3 miles south of
Grafton Notch.
On a recent hasty trip through the Notch, I failed to see these camps. I wonder if you could tell us
if these camps are still in operation.
We, of course, also list the Appalachian House in the Guide.
If you could reply to my various inquiries, it would be of great help.
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Copy to Mr. Attwood.
September 17, 1940. Myron Avery to Stanley B. Attwood, Box 165, Lewiston, Maine.
Dear Stan:
I have practically completed the revision of GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN
MAINE. In doing this, in the past year I have covered all of the State except your section and
over Pleasant Pond Mtn. I assumed there were no changes in your section but I want to ask you
to check it (Guidebook data) carefully and let me know of any changes you wish (both
directions).
Have you written anything of late to be added to the Bibliography? Any more statistics on
Maine's mountains published?
Am told that shortly the U.S.G.S. will advise the height of Old Speck. Will pass the word on, of
course.
I remeasured in September the section of the Mahoosuc Range in the Guide. You may be
interested in the enclosed trail data for it, as well as the copy of the detailed condition report I
made. I keep these for each section in Maine. Have none for yours.
You will note the new paint job from Old Speck to the highway. The offset on the highway was
devoid of marking. This, of course, should be maintained to prevent any break in the continuity.
It seems obvious that Wight has no interest and has done no work. What can we do? Since it
starts with the section in shape, would the Maine Alpine Club be interested in extending its
section to Old Speck? This highway marking should be maintained.
Saw your good work at the beginning of the East Spur Trail. (No sign on lower end.)
One further question and an important one. Every section in Maine has painted mile markers, if
yours has. Are they in? I cannot remember. They, of course, should be repainted frequently and
made conspicuous. Sawyer has our wheel. If the markers aren’t in, would like to discuss with
you putting them in on your next work trip. The point is to adjust the wheel, if necessary, to
harmonize the markers and data.
Your sign, pointing north along Maine Highway 26, was broken into two pieces. We nailed the
two pieces to the A.M.C. post and it will do for a while. Incidentally, except for the board signs,
no marking showed going east over Baldpate {as you leave the highway}.
Hope within the next two months to have available that colored reel on Trail clearing Technique.
It is good. Also want to show those Maine slides to your crowd.
Do let me hear from you on these points.
Copy to Mr. Sawyer, Mr. Stubbs, Mr. Heard, Mr. Greene, Miss Stephenson
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September 18, 1940. Myron Avery to Everett F. Greaton, Maine Development Commission
Dear Everett:
You will recall that included in the original Katahdin sign list which you have were seven pages
of replacements urgently needed on The Appalachian trail in Maine. There are some changes and
revisions on these pages and I am asking if you will substitute the enclosed pages 5, 5-A, 6 and 7
for the pages 5, 6 and 7 at the back of the sign list. to avoid confusion, will you destroy the old
pages.
By separate letter we will send corrections for sign 19 and for one page in the Katahdin portion
of this list.
September 18, 1940. Marion Park to Lawson Reeves, Box 62, Dryden, Maine.
Dear Mr. Reeves:
At Mr. Avery’s request, I am sending you herewith copy of the note about lean-to notices, six
notices, and a box of upholstery tacks for putting them up. The note will be self-explanatory.
September 18, 1940. Marion Park to Stanley B. Attwood, Box 165, Lewiston, Maine.
Dear Mr. Attwood:
At Mr. Avery’s request, 1 am sending you herewith copy of the note about lean-to notices, four
notices, and a box of upholstery tacks for putting them up. the note will be self-explanatory.
September 19, 1940. Myron Avery to E. W. Conners, Assistant Forester, CCC.,
Maine Forest Service, 341 Water Street, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Mr. Conners:
You will recall that when I was at Augusta, we spoke of an arrangement whereby we would get a
detailed report from the CCC crew on the Trail in Maine so that we would know exactly what
had been accomplished. I hope this will be forthcoming. In the meantime, I thought you would
be interested in a report which has just some to hand from one of our officers whom I asked to
check the work so we would know how things are going.
The report covers about four miles east from the Ledge House on Maine Highway 16. It is:
Here is what I found - blowdowns cleared in fine shape--bushes mowed - roof of lean-to
repaired--campground cleaned up and raked over and a new latrine built. I could find
some fault with repairs on roof of lean-to but owing to the excellent job done on all the
rest, I have nothing but praise to offer for this crew and their work. This section is now in
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the best shape I have ever seen it. Footway shows up good now. (Also lean-to walls were
chinked.) Will report more as soon as I get time to look it over further.
I am enclosing several copies of this report, thinking you might wish to pass them on to various
people.
We are indeed pleased that the work this time is being so thoroughly done and hope that the
weather and other facilities will permit finishing the undertaking this year.
Copy to Mr. Stubbs, Mr. Sawyer, Mr. Taylor, Mr. Warner, Mr. Reeves, Mr. Attwood, Mr. Heard
Miss Stephenson, Mr. Conners (4)
September 19, 1940. H. D. Cummings, UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE
INTERIOR GEOLOGICAL SURVEY, Oquossoc, Maine, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
With reference to your letter of August 21, 1940 in regard to elevation of Old Speck. I find by
vertical angle, which is unchecked, the elevation of the ground, at the tower to be 4175. Please
regard this as an unchecked elevation as it is impossible at this time to have another check.
September 20, 1940. Myron Avery forwarded the 9/9/40 USGS letter to Attwood, Greaton,
and Sawyer, with note for Sawyer to send it to Stubbs.
This is in keeping with my promise to pass on any report received from U.S.G.S. as to Old
Speck's height. Sugarloaf now has a clear title to No. 2 highest mountain.
However this can not be publicized. The U.S. Geological Survey is very strict about this. I shall
formally ask permission to publish a note which I will submit to the Survey-with ample
reservations-in Trailway News, Then when that appears, we will be free to quote it. It will be the
January issue.
September 23, 1940. Edward W. Conners, C.C.C., Maine Forest Service, Augusta, Maine,
to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
We have your letter of the 19th and are pleased to know that you have received a favorable report
on the work being done this year on the Appalachian Trail by the Bridgton Camp. We have sent
copies of your letter which you enclosed to the Bridgton Camp, to Mr. Rendall and to the
Director’s Office Boston.
We had not forgotten the memorandum to you as to the progress of this work. As you know, the
crew has been in the field and returned to the camp just the other day. This memorandum is
enclosed in duplicate.
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We cannot at this time tell you how much work will be done this season, but we will do all
possible, considering the weather and other factors which might have a bearing on it.
{Copy: Greene, Stubbs, Sawyer, Taylor, Philbrick, Warner, Heard, Stephenson, Attwood,
Reeves, Fogg}
September 23, 1940. Augusta, Maine. #341 Water Street
MEMORANDUM AS TO PROGRESS ON APPALACHIAN TRAIL PROJECT AS BEING
CONDUCTED BY THE BRIDGTON CAMP P-66 BEGINNING IN SEPTEMBER, 1940.
Latrines are completed at Jerome Brook and East Carry Pond. At Jerome Brook the latrine is
approximately sixty yards down the brook on the same side as the lean-to.
The latrine at Carry Pond is on the east side of the so-called ”O1d Shore Road" south (toward
Steele's Camps) of the lean- to about 100 yards.
Foundation timbers are 8" x 8" x 4 1/2, four corner posts are approximately, eight inches in
diameter. A brace extending from the top of back to the bottom of front on each side makes the
structure rigid. Telephone wire is crossed in the back diagonally and twisted. Also wire is used in
the same manner just under the roof. The building is very strong and rigid. Seat is of boards,
round hole with tight hinged cover. This seat box is practically fly proof.
Roof is of cedar splits, double laid of twenty inches length to the course. Door and back are of
boards, door extends to within five inches of cross timber at top, and is tight at the bottom,
handle and button are provided. Door has heavy metal hinges.
Trail has been cleared from Ledge House north to top of Bates Ridge.
Blow down trees have been sawed and moved, trail tread cleared with council rakes 18" x 24"
wide and brush cleaned 3' to 4’ in width.
The new section of trail on Round Top cut through by Game Warden Taylor was improved. The
tread is rough but easily followed.
The section between West Carry and Sandy Stream is hard to follow thru the cutover section, the
trail is cut thru however as well as possible. Blazes used by lumbermen are confusing and should
be blacked out when operation is completed.
A bad blow down area south of East Carry was cleared and made passable with the exception of
the lumbered area near Sandy Stream. We believe the trail to be in excellent condition.
Council rakes cleared small growth such as raspberry bushes etc. and greatly improved the tread.
Trail work is much better at present than work done in1937.
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The roof at each shelter were found in fair condition. Both were repaired and were found free of
leaks during showers. Log walls were chinked with quartered cedar poles on the inside. The
small spaces between roof and wall were filled with cedar splits. Creosote was applied to deacon
seats.
Area near shelters was raked clean of all debris.
September 24, 1940. Marion Park to Bennie Boynton, Nahmakanta Lake Camps, Kokadjo,
Maine.
Dear Bennie:
In accordance with Mr. Avery’s request, I am enclosing herewith check for $7.50 for the Trail
work which you have done.
In regard to your address, do you want it changed permanently to Kokadjo instead of Norcross;
does that include the address of Mrs. McDougall and the Nahmakanta Lake Camps? Mr.
Avery would like also to know if you are still using the old way in or if you come in as Mr.
Clifford's people do. He would like to have this information for use in the new edition of the
Maine Guide, so if you could let him know as soon as possible about it, it would be appreciated.
Will you please sign the enclosed receipt and return it to me?
September 24, 1940. R. B. MacMullin, Mathieson Alkali Works, Niagara Falls, New York,
to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
Thanks for your last letter in which you say you are permanently located in New York City. On
my next trip there I will surely look you up.
The first two weeks last August I made a trip along the Appalachian Trail from Orbeton Stream
near Rangeley to Galehead Hut in the White Mountains. From Orbeton Stream to Gorham, New
Hampshire I was accompanied by my nephew, Karl Kunkel, with whom I made the stretch from
Katahdin to Rangeley last year. On the White Mountain trip I was accompanied by Aylmer
Maude with whom I planned to go from Gorham to Glencliff. On the 4th day out with Maude,
while at Zealand Falls, Maude broke his leg between the ankle and the knee and, of course, that
ended the trip for him although I had a chance to do a little extra walking. Fortunately, we were
close to the hut and two hut boys by the names of Brownell and Hefti assisted me in splinting the
leg and carrying him three miles down the trail towards the Zealand Forest Camp. There we got
help and took him to the village hospital in a truck where he was taken care of. Maude was a
heavy man and our rig was also heavy totalling around 240 lbs. We slung the stretcher to pack
boards taking the weight off our hands and onto our shoulders and this scheme worked very well.
We had beautiful weather and I certainly enjoyed this trip as well as any I have taken along the
A.T. As usual I will give you a few comments upon the trail conditions which are intended to be
helpful rather than critical.
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Guidebook Error
On page 313 of the Maine guide the mileage from Katahdin to Squirrel Rock Leanto should be
231.62 instead of 232.62.
Section 18
Orbeton Stream to Me. Highway 4
Which is the correct spelling: "Orbeton" as in the guidebook or "Oberton" as on the maps?
The trail over Saddleback to Piazza Rock is fine. Fishermen use the Piazza Rock shelter and
have left a mess of cans and rubbish. I suggest that signs be put in all A.T. shelters similar to the
ones in the A.M.C. shelters calling attention to proper care of the shelter. From Piazza Rock to
Highway 4 the trail goes through a lumber area and is not so pretty.
Section 14
Me. Highway 4 to Me. Highway 17
The four miles along the Houghton Truck Road weren't so pleasing because the road is after all
quite a highway and extensively used by gravel and lumber trucks. The trail from the end of the
road to Sabbath Day Pond is rough through the lumber area. The shelter at Sabbath Day is in a
very pretty location. The trail on to Highway 17 is nice.
Section 20
Highway 17 to Highway 5
The trail up Elephant Mountain is pretty but overgrown with raspberries and bushes. It needs
cutting. Elephant shelter is in a poor location. It is right in the middle of a beaver overflow which
is swampy, barren and well populated with flies and mosquitoes. I cannot conceive of a worse
location for a shelter, particularly when there are some very pretty areas on either side of this
particular location. Just beyond in the red spruce area on Elephant Mountain, the hurricane made
tremendous havoc. A way through the wreckage has been cleared after a fashion, but it is still
difficult and dangerous walking. The trail beyond the red spruce through lumber areas is not so
pretty and is overgrown with grass.
Section 21
Highway 21 [sic. Should be 5] to Andover B Hill Road
The trail through the hardwoods to Squirrel Rock is very pretty. This shelter is in good condition.
I recommend cutting a side trail to Sawyer Brook Pool and making a pool in the spring by the
cabin.
The trail past C Pond as far as Mountain Brook is fine and inspiring. Along Mountain Brook,
however, conditions are pretty terrible. In the middle of page 196 in the guidebook is a statement
that "Mountain Brook is a beautiful stream with a pleasing forest cover." At the present time the
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banks have been lumbered over a wide area and all traces of the trail and blazes are gone. We
discovered a blaze on an old dam across the stream and this point should be mentioned in the
next supplement to the guidebook because otherwise, there is no way of telling where to cross.
Beyond, the trail through high grass and alders is so obscure and the blazes are so infrequent that
we were lost several times. This section along Mountain Brook needs cutting and blazing. At the
crest of Spruce Mountain from Surplus Pond down Burroughs Brook the trail is much better.
Section 22
Andover B Hill Road to Grafton
Frye Brook is indeed a very pretty location for a shelter. The A. M. C. [sic] {Maine Alpine
Club} has planted {placed} fresh signs at the Flume, the Falls, and a few other spots. The trail up
and over the Baldpates is fine. There is a copper register tube on top. Grafton shelter is in fine
condition and is in a nice location.
Section 23
Mahoosuc Trail – Grafton to New Hampshire Line
The Fire Warden trail is steep, but easily negotiated. Old Speck Pond is an entrancing spot. The
shelter is a “honey” and well maintained. The A. M. C. maintenance on the trail from here on is
good. This in combination with the white {no fresh} A. T. blazes makes the best possible kind of
trail. The blazes are especially a great help in Mahoosuc Notch. It is too bad the A.M.C. has not
blazed the A.T. south of the New Hampshire line. We found ice in the caves in Mahoosuc Notch.
We also had to remove our packs several times to get through the small tunnels and I personally
found it easier to go up and over than to go through.
The water situation at Full Goose shelter is bad. What little water there is, is stagnant. At Carlo
Col there isn’t much water either, but what little there is, is running and good. The location here
is beautiful. We made the trip from Grafton shelter to Carlo Col in one day; while this trip is only
13 miles, it took us over nine hours to do it. There certainly is a lot of climbing and the footway
is frequently dangerous. Yet this end of the Mahoosuc is just about as scenic and inspiring as any
I have seen along the whole trail.
Beyond Carlo Col the trail is not nearly so strenuous. It is mostly a gradual descent to Gorham
and the footway is good. We noted mileage markers giving distance to Gorham, but occasionally
these were missing. We failed to pick up the 7-mile mark, which is about one mile west of Page
Pond. Here the trail seemed naturally to go left or south down Mine Brook. We discovered that
we were off the trail some time later and inasmuch as we were so close to Gorham, we did not go
back on in order to go over Mt. Hayes. Usually the A.M.C. has signed all trail intersections but
here was one place where there was no sign and we should call their attention to it. An even
better remedy than signs would be white blazes.
Carter-Moriah Trail
The trail is generally good although not much traveled. One section, however, needs maintaining,
that is, the trail from North Carter as far as Middle Carter is poor, obscure and lacking in blazes,
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and we were uncertain as to our course a number of times and had to retrace. Imp shelter is O.K.
but looks as though it might be pretty hot in the summer as it is entirely enclosed.
Carter Notch to Mt. Madison
All these trails are in good condition although Wildcat is pretty steep. The Osgood Trail was
very pleasing.
Presidential Range
Gulf Side Trail and Crawford Path are both in fine condition. The Webster Cliff Trail is more
difficult and is apparently little used. It goes through extensive blow-down areas and there has
been extensive trail relocation recently. The descent down the ledges to Crawford Notch is
dangerous and I would say that a few more cairns and white blazes would be of help. As the
Webster Cliff Trail approaches the Saco River, there is a worn trail right, leading about one mile
along the east side of the Saco River to a public campground and an old CCC camp. Beyond a
couple of hundred yards on the highway lie the Willey Cabins. This camp for tourists is run by
the New Hampshire State Forest Service. When we arrived, every cabin had been filled and we
had to sleep in a woodshed in the CCC camp. It seems to me that some accommodations for the
A.M.C. members or other trail travelers should be provided at Crawford Notch. Perhaps one of
the Willey House log cabins could be set aside or rented for this purpose; or else a leanto could
be erected on the banks of the Saco River. There are plenty of good springs and a fine forest
cover, and the shelter could be placed so as to be relatively inaccessible from the road.
Ethan Pond Trail
This is a good trail. A forest ranger told me that a shortcut up Mt. Willey from the Willey Cabins
is not worth the effort. Some other folks who took this shortcut said that it took twice as long as
the regular route via the Willey House Station. Zealand Hut is in a very pretty location. As a
result of the accident on the ledges here, I recommend that a caution sign be placed at this point
warning of the danger.
Twin Way Trail from Zealand to Galehead
This is a fine trail. I made it one day without pack in two hours and twenty-five minutes. The
distance is practically eight miles and there are three peaks to climb.
In addition to the above remarks on the trail, I wish to mention a couple of other matters. One is
that we find it very convenient to take the guidebook apart, selecting those pages which we
expect to use and inserting them in a celluloid pocket for ready reference. We, of course, remove
all pertinent maps from the guidebook and keep those in a map case. The other matter concerns
the New England Guidebook. Those sections in Vermont and New Hampshire covered by the
Long Trail Guidebook, the Dartmouth Outing Club Guidebook and the White Mountain Guide of
the A.M.C. are not yet included. This is particularly aggravating in the case of the A.M.C.
Guidebook when one is trying to follow the Appalachian Trail. There is no simple trail
description of the A.T. through the White Mountains. One has to look in dozens of places to
build up the data and then about half the time it reads in the wrong direction. I solved the
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problem partly this summer by photostating those pages in the A.M.C. guide referring to the
Appalachian Trail sections and then arranging them in order. It seems to me that it would be a
very worthwhile project to have the A.M.C., the D.O.C. and the Green Mountain Club prepare
the proper guidebook description of the Appalachian Trail to be included in the next edition of
the New England Guide. I am not the only one who voices this lament and I am sure that you
will find this criticism quite widespread.
Yours in the Bonds,
P.S. I also made a 35-mile stretch from Swatara Gap to Port Clinton in Pennsylvania last spring.
The trail was clear, but very rocky. The boundaries of the game preserve areas are in some places
blazed in white, and easily confused with the trail blazes. A new road has obliterated the old trail,
and new trail detours have been provided after a fashion. A plethora of white blazes leading in
various directions (along the road and thru the woods) is in some places confusing. We spent the
night at Shubert Gap and the shelter is in a lovely spot.
{Greene, Helon Taylor, Sawyer, Attwood, A.M.C. (3), Stubbs, Heard, Stephenson}
September 25, 1940. Myron Avery to Walter D. Green, Esq., Sebec Lake, Maine.
Dear Walter:
If there were a race for the title of the world’s worst correspondent, I would lay my money--if I
had any--on one Walter D. Greene. I have been expecting to hear from him all summer. He did
favor me with a five minute call before he left for Maine and I am hoping he will celebrate his
return in the same way. I would even {be willing to} struggle with his dullest pencil and worst
gray paper to hear from him.
Since, Mr. Greene, I have been putting a lot of time and effort on your Trail in Maine this
summer I think you should break down and write me.
I have had, as usual, had sent to you copies of all letters of importance. If you study my detailed
notes on Trail conditions, you will see lots of stuff I would have written you about. I guess things
will be clear to you.
I called Edgewater Rest and they did not know when you were coming back. When you do call
me so I can give you a full story.
Everybody was asking about you and I even heard stories to the effect that you were flying into
the country.
First you know that last year we repainted down as far as Yoke Ponds and everything was good
as far as Bodfish. Next year I hope to repaint from Yoke Ponds to Long Pond and get the five
miles on Chairback that were not covered this year.
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You will see from the recent letter from Conners that the CCC are doing a fine job west of the
Kennebec in fixing lean-tos and hurricane damage. The Bates Outing Club under Sawyer does a
fine job. Unfortunately Helon Taylor has less time than he used to have.
I had a terrific struggle to get that CCC work—as much as I could get.
I don’t know how we would get along without Charlie Berry. He does most of that work himself.
You know we used to have trouble on Moxie Bald. That l932 fire left two miles of raspberries
and grass. Now I have found a fellow who will mow it every year, clear over to the lean-to on
Bald Mtn Pond. Also I think we can handle our Monson work better. Harry Davis tried but they
needed someone there to show them how. We were not getting what we should. The young
fellows who went with me are very capable and if they will stay there, I don’t worry about them.
The problem is going to be to get the money each year.
I wish we could get Clifford to give more work in return for the money he gets. We haven’t
however much choice as there is no one else anywhere near that section. At the rate he pays
those fellows, the whole Trail he goes over could be mowed. Potter does a crack job. I am not so
sure how Benny Boynton will work out.
Clifford is still working on that road. Apparently Nahmakanta will bring the people in that way
now.
Most Camps except Potter and Berry had a poor season.
Now to return to the story, in most places I think we can hire some one to do the clearing. The
trouble this year is that the work was late in getting under way this year and much of it was done
after the travel passed. Curiously enough there was little travel from Katahdin down but much in
the central part. I pity those who struggled on Moxie Bald before it was mowed.
It is going to take around $200 to keep this going. We shall always need to do the painting
ourselves. But now most of it is standard and in good shape. With luck, next year, it all will be.
You know as well as I the problem with this money. I hope to get to keep a little money by
getting a separate account for the Maine Guidebook and using its profit, when there is any, for
this purpose.
Incidentally I am nearly finished with the work on the manuscript for the next edition and the
[we?] have the maps about ready.
Suppose you received the new Katahdin Map and noticed the name Greene Falls on your favorite
spot on Wassataquoik Lake. Also I had made and put up on Monument Peak this year a sign
Monument Peak
First Blaze here (W. D. G.)
and the date as you gave it. There was no sign here before.
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Walter unless your finances are income only, have you ever considered setting up a trust fund
after your death to carry on this work? We shall have to do something like that to keep it going.
I spent two or three days working out of Monson. I was much rushed and never got in until late
in the evening so I didn’t have a free day to come to see you. I needed the time there and thought
I could talk to you here.
To summarize we repainted and recleared from Moxie Lake to Long Pond (except 5 miles on
Barren-Chairback). Wish you could see the Range. The Trail is still in wonderful shape.
So far the Seaboard lumbering has not hit us too hard. The Trail from Long Pond to Chairback is
a wide tote-road. I repainted it. The lumbering has not reached up to the Columbus-Chairback
sag. The contractors really seem to try and spare the Trail. They intend to strip the town all right.
On top they may not reach us and if they keep the tops and brush out of the Trail we will get
along although it will be a crime to lose this. Just have to watch, for the next two or three years
will mean work in here all right.
Eleanor Potter has a bouncing boy and Leon already wants to give him a twenty-two. The actress,
as you said, lady at B Pond has re-married as has her former husband. Benny Boynton is married
too.
Frank Schairer took unto himself a wife this summer and he is as enthusiastic about this as
everything else. Jackman and P.A.T.C. members are supporting in this country the wife and three
children of Malcolm Wood, a former P.A.T.C. vice-president who went back to England. They
have plenty of courage. They live with the Jackmans.
Well, old fellow. I guess this is a summary of the news.
At least send me the enclosed card to let me know you got this letter and if you want to hear
from me again, call me when you get back to New York.
Best of luck to you—as always.
September 25, 1940. Robert T. Davis, Postmaster, North Newry, Maine, to Myron Avery
[Hand-written]
Dear Sir:
In regard to public accommodations near the Appalachian Trail in Grafton Notch, Wight’s Brook
Camps are still operating. The reason for your not seeing them is they sit away from the main
highway among some trees. Mr. Leon Emman has sold or moved his camps so that they are no
longer available to the public.
September 26. 1940. M. C. Linscott, State Highway Commission, Augusta, Maine, to
Myron Avery
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Dear Sir:
We wish to acknowledge receipt of the Piscataquis County maps showing the Appalachian Trail
which completes the set showing the location.
Thank you for your constructive criticisms that were added to the maps.
September 27, 1940. Myron Avery to Arthur M. Fogg, 63 Pleasant Avenue Portland, Maine.
Dear Mr. Fogg:
1 trust that this is one letter that is correctly addressed. I am going to be in Portland on Tuesday
and Wednesday of next week and I wonder if it would be possible to get together for lunch with
you and Mr. Laborde again. I should like to have the opportunity to renew our acquaintance.
While I have been in the city on a number of occasions I have not had any opportunity to get in
touch with you.
I have been on the Trail on both sides of the section maintained by the Eastern States
Mountaineering Club and have some information for you as to developments in that area.
September 27, 1940. Myron Avery to Merle P. Finley, Monson, Maine.
Dear Merle:
I have your letter of September 7 and I appreciate your writing me in detail about the Trail work.
I am glad that you were able to get over all the sections and I am sure you left matters in fine
shape.
I keep detailed records on Trail conditions in Maine and there are some points as to which I
should like to get very exact information. Will you write in the answers on the enclosed copy of
this letter and mail it back to me?
Monson—Bodfish Farm
1. After you left Little Wilson Bridge did you have to put in many blazes for the next mile?
[Finley’s reply:] {We painted over what there were there.}
2. What kind of a bridge is there over the Little Wilson now and is the road beyond the bridge
passable by truck?
{A good bridge. They are trucking logs across it.}
3. What is the trouble between the 3 and 4 m. marks? Brush or tree tops? Can one get through it
easily?

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1940 – Compiled by David Field – Page

227

{Tree tops. You can get through all right.}
4. I understand you painted out to Big Wilson Bridge?
{Yes. From Little Wilson campground.}
5. Did you paint any side trails on this section?
{One—The Big Wilson Cliffs trail both ways.}
6. How were the bushes on the old stage road half a mile from the Little Wilson crossing?
{They were pretty bad but we cleaned them in good shape.}
Barren-Chairback
7. Did you find and paint the mile markers from 8 to 16 on this section?
{We missed the 10 m. marker.}
8. Did you repaint Dore’s side trail blue?
{Yes}
9. Did you paint any other blue trails?
{No}
10. What did you do about the excess blazes on the spruce trees?
{Scraped off best we could. Painted every 5th tree.}
11. Glad to know you were able to find and erect that sign at Bodfish Farm. How much marking
did you get in from the Bodfish House to the edge of the woods?
{Only a few rocks.}
12. Did you look over the side trail to Slugundy?
{No, but they told us it was in good shape.}
13. Did you take out the extra blazes on the north edge of Monson?
{Took out a few}
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14. Did you notice at the old Brown clearing that the paint blazes follow the short-cut to the left
past a spring? The tote-road follows the right fork, going in. After the bull-dozer work the shortcut probably can’t be noticed. Next time we will change the marking over to the other fork.
{Yes, we noticed it.}
We will probably want to get in touch with you through Mr. Davis next year, if you are in
Monson to do the same work. Repaint and clear logs early before the black flies come out and
get the bushes later.
I will expect to see you next year too.
September 28, 1940. CCC Camp P-66 Bridgton, Maine
REPORT ON PROGRESS OF APPALACHIAN TRAIL PROJECT
By Robert M. Hicks
Trail work has been completed on the northern end of the trail from Ledge House to Sterling’s
Camps at Pierce Pond. Trail done the past week was over the section north of Bates Ridge to the
junction of the side trail to Pierce Pond shelter, also blue blazed side trail to the shelter. This
shelter was in good condition with little blow-down.
The spring south of shelter toward main trail was dug out. Water supply was found adequate.
Pierce Pond shelter was chinked with split cedar poles. Roof was in good condition and did not
require any repairs. A snow brace under the rafters was installed to prevent sagging of roof under
heavy snow. Deacon seat was painted with creosote.
A latrine was built on a knoll to the left (northwest) of the shelter. Construction was almost
exactly the same as the latrines built at Jerome Brook and East Carry Pond.
September 30, 1940. Stanley B. Attwood, Lewiston Daily Sun, to Myron Avery
Friend Myron:
It seems impossible for us to get the Baldpate section in order any earlier than this date. At any
rate, it is ready for another season. Not only that, but it is in the best shape ever. Approximately
117 man hours on two week ends did the job.
Trail cleared of raspberry bushes and saplings. Bushes very bad on lower slopes of west side and
for considerable distance on east side. Saplings moderately bad on east side. Few blowdowns
cleared.
Signs posted in both lean-tos. Only one copy in each but, if they are damaged, we will put up the
others.
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Lean-to roofs none too water tight. We are contemplating tar paper roofing but have come to no
decision.
Toilet built for lean-to on Frye brook, none on west side of mountain.
Paint blazes in shape through hardwood and black growth. Newly painted on ledges Sept. 29 (by
Henry P. Judkins of Dryden who will be 72 in October and who climbed Mt. Washington the day
before he climbed Baldpate).
Signs at both ends of the trail, at Table Rock Spur junction, at summit, and at features along Frye
brook in good condition.
Bridge across Frye brook at The Churn rebuilt and is in use. (Sounded pool and determined
depth of water at 19 feet.)
Table Rock spur cleared of a heavy growth of raspberry bushes and also of additional down
timber.
We will try to erect sign at foot of Old Speck trail indicating direction to Baldpate section and
also paint along the highway.
Three of us went from Grafton Notch to Carlo Col late in August. Mahoosuc Notch was even
worse than I remembered it from a 1922 trip. Still ice in the upper caves (Aug.28). Probably the
same ice I saw on Aug. 22, 1922.
Met Joe Dodge, AMC hut manager, and Charlie Morse, AMC hut committee chairman, at Carlo
Col lean-to.
Will try to dash off assortment of items for January Trailway News.
MAC signs at Screw Augur, Mother Walker's Falls, The Jail, Moose Cave, taken by souvenir
hunters a year ago and replaced, again taken away. We will not replace them. Good thing they
haven't bothered the signs at the AT junctions.
Tried out an air mattress (Bean’s 75 inch) at Grafton Notch lean-to a week ago. I may be getting
old, but it provided the best night's sleep I ever had. Think I may sack it along after this.
{Found on Baldpate Sunday: Mountain sandwort, Arenaria groenlandica} [Now Minuartia
greonlandica]
September, 1940. TRAIL DATA, MAHOOSUC RANGE
Comparison of A.M.C. Board Mile Signs and A. T. Data
A. M. C. Board Mile Markers

A. T. Data from Grafton Notch
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25
24
23
22
21
20
19
--16

3.62 m.
4.65 m.
5.67 m.
6.66 m.
7.63 m.
8.59 m.
9.59 m.
12.61 m.

By A.M.C. Board signs it is 15.89 m. to Gorham {from N. H. Line}. Question is the zero point
of A.M.C. Board signs.
September, 1940.

TRAIL REPORTS
Section 9 (Continued)
Long Pond to Bodfish Farm
1939 page rewritten September, 1940.

6. Clear beginning of Cloud Pond side trail.
7. Shift signs at junction of Dore’s Tote-road and Appalachian Trail. (New sign 110 sent Dore
for this purpose.)
8. Put Appalachian Trail sign where trail reaches gravel road at Vaughn Brook. (Sign 110-A sent
Dore for this purpose.)
9. In repainting, many blazes along route should be eliminated.
I. Paint.

1940 Conditions (Revised Report)

Repainted in two days by Finley from Bodfish Farm to Dore’s side trail. Dore’s side trail also
painted blue by Finley.
Repainted from Perham’s to 3 m. by M.H.A. in September, 1940.
Excess blazes on Barren-Chairback Range “Scraped off best we could and repainted every 5th
tree”.
II. A.T. Markers.
Twenty-five markers put up on first 3m. from Perham’s. About 30 markers put up by Finley in
1940 on west half of Trail.
III. Mile Markers.
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Nos. 1 to 3, incl., repainted by M.H.A in 1940. Nos. 9 to 15 (except 10) repainted by Finley.
IV. Trail Data.
Trail data revised to take right fork just beyond Brown Place and revised from Perham’s to 6.65
VI. Condition of Trail.
From Dore's tote-road to Bodfish Intervale in September, 1940, Seaboard made trail into toteroad by use of “bull-dozer”. Dam rebuilt on Long Pond Stream.
Lumber Camp built in 1939 on West Chairback Stream and contemplated at Wilder Pond for
1941. Tractor road made from West Chairback Brook to Long Pond Dam.
Alders where ford is made across West Branch of Pleasant River to be mowed by Perham.
Painted from Perham’s Camps to 3 m. (Used 2 qts, paint.) Trail made into tractor road to shore
of East Chairback Pond (1.8 m.). Wide road; now well blazed. (Possibility of road being widened
which would require more marking.) Around shore of East Chairback Pond trail clear, except for
peeled logs across trail. No cutting of spruce in September, 1940, beyond 2-3/4 m.
Slugundy trail reported by Finley as in good condition.
Signs 89, 89-A, 89-B, 90, 94, 95, 98, 99 and 100 installed by M.H.A. in September 1940,
Perham's side trail interfered with by tractor road from 1.1 m. to 175 m.
Road to Hermitage from Perham’s Camps improved and passable by car. Perham reblazed this
road.
Trail from 3.3 m. to 6.65 m. (Perham's side trail) astonishingly clear. Eight small logs to be cut
out; two bad blocks. Small firs and spruce need to be pulled out by hand on route.
VII. Required Work.
10. Check number 15 mile marker to see if marker in road knocked out by “bull-dozer”.
(Repainted on side.)
Numbers 7 and 8 under 1939 list done by Dore in 1939; Nos. 3 and 5 done by M.H.A. in 1940,
11. Reclear and repaint side trails between 9 and 11 m. and Slugundy Trail.
12. See if more marking required from Drew's to edge of woods,
13. Follow right fork (going north), old tote-road at Brown Farm in keeping with trail data.
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TRAIL REPORTS*
BIGELOW RANGE TRAIL
SECTION 17
(Continued)
LEDGE HOUSE (MAINE HIGHWAY 16) TO BIGELOW VILLAGE (MAINE
HIGHWAY 27)
V. Condition of Trail.
In late August or early September, according to the report made by Helon Taylor—
“Bill Taylor and Linwood mowed the A.T. from Bigelow Village to timber above Horns Pond—
from Stratton to Arnolds Well—from Ledge House to top of Little Bigelow—from Old Mans
Face to timber on Little Bigelow—cut alders across dam at Ledge House and helped me two
days on new section around round Top.”
“Viles Wing has cleaned out the blowdowns the whole length of Bigelow, side trails and all. Sent
Herbert Blackwell and Stillman Johnson to do the work.”
See Trail Report dated August, 1940.
TRAIL REPORTS
Section 24
GRAFTON NOTCH TO ME.-N.H. LINE
(NORTH TO SOUTH) {Work Trip}
I. Paint
Originally painted to New Hampshire line by CCC in 1937 (?). Repainted from Old Speck
Firetower to Grafton Notch (1.7 m.) and along Maine Highway 26 (.44 m.) by Sam ______
on September 11, 1940. Near Grafton Notch, by error, one section of old route was erroneously
marked. On repainting the new run-around should be marked. One quart paint used.
Repainted, for short distance from New Hampshire line east to show demarcation.
Paint by CCC in fair condition. Considerable quantity used on rocks in Mahoosuc Notch. East
Spur Trail has been repainted blue by M.A.C.
II. A.T. Markers.
Quite a number originally used by CCC. Some markers partly obliterated left in place.
Renewed in 1943; 30 used. All trail intersections marked.
III. Mile Markers.
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1 to 12, incl., painted by David Sawyer. .05 m. on old Speck and 12.7 m. at New Hampshire
boundary put in.
IV. Trail Data.
Revised September 11, 1940, and rewritten. Distance is 12.73 m. and Carlo Col side trail
measured.
V. Condition of Trail.
Maintained by A.M.C. Improved over previous trip. About a dozen down logs. Hurricane
damage in sags on south. Old Speck Trail slightly relocated since M.H.A. prior trip.
VI. Board Signs.
No A.T.C. signs except at Grafton Notch. One sign made by (?) pointing west and M.A.C. has
one sign near firetower for East Spur Trail but none at its lower end. Maine Alpine Club sign on
highway pointing to offset.
VII. Lean-tos.
A.M.C. Speck Pond and Full Goose seen. Tar roofs on both. Latrine at Speck Pond.
VIII. Needed Work.
1. Repaint mile markers.
2. Thorough repainting of section by end of 1941 to prevent loss of present marking.
3. Knock off some obliterated markers.
October 1, 1940. Edward W. Conners, Administrative Assistant, CCC (NEFE) Work
Projects Camp P-66, Maine Forest Service, Augusta, Maine, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Enclosed is another memorandum received from the Bridgton Camp in regard to work on the
Appalachian Trail.
Due to the cold weather it was considered advisable to close out this project and to move the
enrollees to the Bridgton camp. This was done on September 30th. You will recollect that the
Appalachian Shelters were being used by the enrollees, and the frosty nights were making it
rather uncomfortable for the boys.
We regret very much to report that we had one lost time accident on this project. One of the
enrollees cut his foot with an axe and had to be taken from the job to the hospital in Bingham. He
was transferred on the same day to the Bridgton camp. We do not know at this writing how long
the enrollee will be “laid up” but we believe that it would be at least a few weeks. Fortunately
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this accident happened in such a location that medical assistance was made available within a
reasonable time after first aid was given on the job.
cc: Director, Boston, Mass.
Copy: Heard, Stephenson, Greene, Schairer, Stubbs, Taylor, Philbrick, Warner, Sawyer,
Attwood, Fogg, Reeves
(Send Fogg copy of earlier report and memo to officer M.A.T.C., reporting final outcome of
CCC work conferences. I can’t find my original of former report from Conners. Send me copy if
you have any.)
{Hadley, Acadia National Park}
October 2, 1940. Bennie Boynton to Myron Avery [Hand-written note]
Dear Mr. Avery:
The notices you sent to have put up in the Leanto has been put up and is all O.K.
October 4, 1940. Mrs. Robert McDougall, McDougall’s Camps, Nahmakanta Lake, to
Myron Avery [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
Your letter rec’d. some time ago. We don’t get our mail very often from Norcross—we have our
mail come to Kokadjo from May 1st until Nov. 15 and to Norcross during the winter. About the
Trail work. Ben did it about the middle of July but he didn’t send in the bill for a long time after
it was done. And I will have the posters put up in the Leanto. The Trail is in very good shape
around the lake and the bushes are not growing up very much—and no lumbering around here so
far this year. Ruth started in School this fall. She and Ben’s wife are in Greenville. So please
don’t worry about this end of the Trail. We will see that it is done.
October 5, 1940. Lubec, Maine. Myron Avery to Stanley B. Attwood, Lewiston, Maine
Dear Stan:
Very glad indeed to have your full letter of September 30th, telling me of doings on the Baldpate
area.
As it is a rather complete Trail record I am forwarding the letter for Heard to note.
As you write, it really is unfortunate that the year’s trail work has to get done after the current
season of travel. But with the amount of work you put in, it must be good all the time. I heard
glowing reports of Baldpate from three New York hikers who went over it in August--before you
got in your work. So perhaps it holds over from the previous year. We seem to have the same
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trouble in all of Maine (except the B.O.C. area). This year we repainted and arranged to clean up
thoroughly from Moxie Pond to Barren. But it was in September. Shall have to try to advance
this work, I think, another year. We shall get Moxie mowed annually. Between Yoke and Third
West Branch Pond--our worst long stretch--the work really didn't get done in time to register for
1940. It is a problem. The flies make it desirable to postpone the work--then the summer is gone.
In your case you can probably rely on the past year's work. One solution might be in spring a
one-day traverse to get out blowdowns or meet any emergency conditions.
Your comment on the Mahoosuc interested me. Soon I will send you the Trail data. When you
see young Sawyer, ask him about the measuring wheel in the Mahoosuc Caves. I was delighted
to locate the Maine-N.H. Line.
Now a few questions I want you to answer.
1. Did you write more than one article with the mountain statistics.
2. Did the M.A.C. build the toilet for Frye Brook. If so a little detail as to material time etc.
3. Interested to hear your reaction about tar paper roof. Without mentioning me, why not ask Bob
Stubbs if he has any over there that he could spare. Did it for Bigelow Col and Moxie Pond
Lean-to this year.
4. Will you tell me about the mile markers on your section. Are they there?
5. Does the matter of the extension of M.A.C. painting to Old Speck come up at some meeting or
are you adroiting [sic] sideslipping my feint? Remember we painted it O.K. this summer.
Presume you noticed what I said about lack of blazes going in from Maine Highway 26.
The bushes and saplings are going to be our worst problem in Maine. The lively lad will handle
each year’s growth--if it doesn’t get too much of a start. But it is a mowing job. I really marvel at
how the Trail stays open in the black growth. Its condition on Barren-Chairback was a revelation
to me. Where the saplings--I don’t suppose this is the word for young spruce though--start in, the
best plan seems to yank them out which we did a lot of on that Range.
All of your comments were of much interest.
Rebuilding the bridge at the Churn must have been a real labor.
Want to show the colored reel on Trail Cutting (half-an-hour) as soon as it is ready. Will be in a
couple of months. Have 150 Katahdin and Maine Kodachrome slides.
I saw some of your road signs in Grafton Notch when I was there in early September. Must have
been very recently taken.
Shall send your letter to Miss Stephenson, so she may look for some items.
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Do let me have an answer to my queries.
October 6, 1940. Fred Clifford, Clifford’s Sporting Camps, Rainbow Lake, P. O. Kokadjo,
Maine, to Myron Avery [Hand-written in Fred’s usual tiny scrawl]
Friend:
I received your letter a few days ago, also map. I showed it to the Guides also Ben Boynton. He
said it was O.K. except the outlet of Daisy which runs in to little Minister and little into big
Minister and into second [Debsconeag] not worth changing as they are all small only a few acres
each but good fishing at times in the year.
I think the trail is much better than last year. Have had no complaints except one place the beaver
have flooded it out to above the knees. One fellow said he could of went around it but wanted a
picture of the dam. Three men come through and one had face [?]. They all agreed the Raspberry
bushes wasn’t bad. It was afternoon when they come through.
We have had some fine people come through two nice women from Ohio school teachers. They
are planning on a trip next Season over this same route.
We are coming pretty well on our road. They all like it this year. We done to the top of the hill
and have it Graveled on the flat and about 1/3 miles up the hill have one more wet place on it and
then we can drive over it. We have found the best of gravel. All rock and easy to shovel. It is the
ridge that goes up at the first Garden only 50 rods up the road. Have a 15 ft. bank now and can
pick enough in five minutes for half a day. It would be worth a million on the State road.
We have not worked on the Road for two weeks. Had a big rain but would be O.K. now. Will be
at it again in a few days. I want to scrape it once again just before it freezes up and stay off it
until it is solid.
I got the check all right. Tell the Girl. I want to go over all the trails next year on spring to the
garage and all. I expect men will be scarce next year but I shouldn’t need many for that except
chore boys and Guides,
Ben and Cecil has worked on road all fall. I have to pay them but not so much as the others.
They haul their grader to the top of the hill and come up with the trucks half way or more and lug
a short ways some help to them also getting wood over the hill as it is not very good on the flat.
Well I guess this is about all the news interest you would want to know. Ben is looking for a boy.
His mother is in Greenville for the winter.
P.S. Most of the white marks are still on side of the road. If you will send me a little paint in the
spring I’ll paint some more next spring, also fix up some signs better in the first edge of the burnt
land on the way to the river. I had to hunt for it the last time I was there. I’ll drive a few stakes as
there is nothing to mark on. Some of the women do well to get along it. We had two women two
different party come over it. The first two got tired out and were getting ready to put in the night.
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It got cold and we took a canoe and went looking for them. They was about a mile up the lake
and were glad to see me.
October 7, 1940. Robert T. Moore to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
It was a pleasure to receive a letter from you, that of September 12th, after such a long lapse of
time.
I thought you were fully informed several years ago as to the reason why Mr. Guernsey, who
then and still leases my property, objects to giving your members the right to climb up Borestone
Mountain over the private automobile road. The reason is contained in the way you have written
the name Borestone in addressing this letter to me. He knows, as I do, the history of this name
and that your organization admitted that the proper spelling of it, according to the oldest map on
record, is “Borestone”. He objects very seriously the use of any corrupt form of a name. Until the
Appalachian Trail Conference uses the oldest spelling in their guide books, there is not the least
hope that either Mr. Guernsey or I will grant permission.
(Ediphoned cylinder mailed to Pasadena for transcription. Inaccuracies possible, as Mr. Moore
could not check.)
October 8, 1940 (received). Walter Greene to Myron Avery [Hand-written note]
Dear Myron:
Your letter and the others rc’d. and I was very glad to get them. Have been trying to write you
for weeks. Will sure this week. I had expected to hear from you when you were in Monson.
October 9, 1940 Myron Avery to E. W. Conners, Administrative Assistant, Maine Forest
Service, 341 Water Street, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Mr. Conners:
Thank you for your letter of October 1st, enclosing Mr. Hicks’ second and final report.
We are glad, indeed, that the section between Bigelow and the Kennebec River could be cleaned
of hurricane damage and the three lean-tos there really put in first-class shape. That was the
worst area and it is real progress. The time spent during the summer in getting the project
approved, after the Boston office’s reversal of attitude, did prove costly to us in the final results
but we are most grateful for what has been accomplished. From the reports, I rather think this the
highest grade work yet accomplished.
Your words "close out” the project has a funereal ring. I had hoped that, when cold weather
seemed to make for too harsh conditions, it might be suspended and automatically come on for
completion next year. The work approved, of course, covers more than could be accomplished. Is
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there any prospect that it can be handled next spring as an unfinished item, rather than having to
be treated as a new project and coming up again for all the discussion and difficulties which
developed this year? The improvement through this year’s efforts is so marked that it would be
most unfortunate if the limited program could not be eventually completed.
Copy to Mr. Heard, Miss Stephenson, Mr. Greene, Mr. Schairer, Mr. Stubbs, Mr. Taylor,
Mr. Philbrick, Mr. Warner, Mr. Sawyer, Mr. Attwood, Mr. Fogg, Mr. Reeves, Mr. Hadley
Ootober 12, 1940. Myron Avery to Mrs. Robert McDougall, Nahmkanta Lake Camps,
Kokadjo, Maine.
Dear Mrs. McDougall:
I have received your letter of October 4th. My letter was sent to Norcross before I received
Bennie's letter to the effect that he had done the work.
I am indeed glad to know that, as you write, we can count upon this needed Trail work being
done each year and that it will be done early in the season so that the benefits can be obtained by
the people going through.
I am afraid that we will have some trouble as the bushes start to grow up in the old lumber roads
and that is why I am particularly relieved to have your assurances that the work will be done
each year and done early.
October 15, 1910. Myron Avery to Fred Clifford, Rainbow Lake Camps, Kokadjo, Maine.
Dear Fred:
As 1 have not heard, from you, I am thinking that you must have cut down every blaze on that
road work. Before the snow comes, I shall hope to hear from you.
Speaking of Trail work, as you mentioned, I don’t see why for $10.00 your men couldn’t mow
every foot of the way from the dam to your camps. Five days for four miles at $2.00 per day.
That would still leave $10 for a walk to the West Branch. It seems to us that if you ordered the
mowing, we could get it and the men would be paid better than they can make at other work just
as hard. We get five days’ mowing of nothing but grass and raspberry bushes and a real job on
Moxie Mtn. for this amount.
October 16, 1940. Stanley B. Attwood to Myron Avery
Friend Myron:
The Goose-Eye trail is still a problem. It took seven of us to clear out 2.3 m Oct. 5 and nine of us
to finish to the 3. m point Oct.13. That part of the trail is cleared and painted. Beyond is
wilderness, except that we have spotted to the first peak--which isn't one of the three peaks on or
near the AT.
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To finish we will have to camp on the ridge we have already reached. To do that we need a
shelter. To build the shelter we need time, not to mention material. I believe we can now get
cooperation from Maine Forest Service to drop some equipment and supplies by plane, which
Seavey refused to countenance.
Three of us already contemplate a week in August 1941 to finish the job including construction
of a shelter something more than temporary, AND COMPLETION OF THE TRAIL.
Have you any log shelter specifications which we might use, or adapt by modification? {Sent by
M.H.A.}
Am still trying to get information on toilet at Frye Brook shelter--have learned only it has a
regulation wood toilet seat and not of the Specialist’s design, either.
As soon as I get all enlargements needed I intend to write series of three articles on our
Mahoosuc trip. We took three days from Grafton Notch to Carlo Col with 40 pound packs.
One of the party who, in years gone by, has climbed most everything near and far, by daylight
and lantern light, was badly out of condition and we nearly left him at the upper end of
Mahoosuc Notch--at his own request. It slowed us some, but we weren't in any hurry except to
cover as much as we could before the perfect weather deserted us.
Met Joe Dodge and Charlie Morse at Carlo Col. They are respectively AMC hut manager and
hut committee chairman. Were in the Mahoosucs on a busman's holiday.
{Stephenson, Park, Avery}
October 17, 1940. Myron Avery to John Hutton, Whitefield, New Hampshire.
Dear Mr. Hutton:
1 recently received a rather detailed letter from a New York resident who has traveled
extensively over various sections of The Appalachian Trail. Last summer his trip was in western
Maine and through the White Mountains. I had thought that it might be of interest to you to have
his comments on the White Mountains, which I attach hereto. I have written at length in reply,
explaining and commenting upon some of the matters referred to.
This summer, to my satisfaction, I definitely located the Maine-New Hampshire line on the
Mahoosuc Range. You may have noticed that in our previous Maine Guidebook, we had
estimated this locality with reference to Carlo Col. The distance from Grafton Notch to the
Maine New Hampshire line is 12.73 miles. You can well imagine that progress with the
measuring wheel through Mahoosuc Notch was slow. It was quite curious to note the comparison
between the A. M. C. board mileage signs and the measuring wheel distances from, as I recall,
the 27-mile marker west to the New Hampshire line, the distances being quite in agreement, but
east of the 27-mile marker, there is a wide discrepancy between the A.M.C. guidebook figures
and the actual measurements. Incidentally, for what help they will be to through travelers and by
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reason of the fact that every other section of the Trail in Maine has painted mileage markers, we
painted on rocks the mileage markers from zero to 12.
We also measured the Carlo Col Trail, our exit, and found it much shorter than the guidebook
distance.
I was much impressed by the excellent quality of your maintenance work this summer on the
Mahoosuc Range. The sign indicating the old trail from Ketcham at Old Speck Pond is, as
perhaps you noticed, lying on the ground but this is not an A.M.C. sign and the trail is very much
overgrown, although I understand the Forest Service Deficiency crew eliminated the hurricane
damage.
You will recall our previous correspondence with respect to the arrangement under which the
A.M.C. trail crews were to put Appalachian Trail markers at trail intersections. These markers
were conspicuous by their absence on the Mahoosuc Range but as we had a supply along, we
marked these intersections. Travelers through the White Mountains tell as there are very few
intersections which are marked. The markers are still up on the old abandoned trail by the Glen
House.
There is one matter which I should like to have an opportunity to discuss with you. You
undoubtedly have noticed the paint blazes from Grafton Notch to the Maine New Hampshire line.
It is, as you know, our practice to mark the Trail with these blazes except in the national parks. I
am, of course, familiar with the A.M.C. trail marking practice and know that the paint blazes are
not a part of your technique. Perhaps you are aware as to how the paint happened to get on this
portion of the Mahoosuc Range which is maintained by the A.M.C. In 1936 there were three or
four CCC crews working on the Trail. At that time the crews did the paint blazes also.
Considerable time was spent on the Mahoosuc Range improving the Trail as far as the MaineNew Hampshire line, and at that time the CCC crews painted it. I had not had subsequently, until
last fall, an opportunity to go over this section. I had thought that the paint might be pretty well
obliterated by now but I was surprised to find in what good condition it still was and that the
route was fairly well indicated by the paint blazes, although substantial improvement could be
made.
This condition leads me to write you as to the future of the marking of this portion of the Trail.
Of course, from the viewpoint of being able to point to a continuous white blazed trail across
Maine it would be very satisfactory to us to see continued the existence of these white paint
blazes to the Maine-New Hampshire line, where they atop abruptly. In fact, we added one or two
blazes at that point to emphasize the break. I do not need to say that I fully realized that this is
A.M.C. trail and that your practice will control. However, it does seem that it is necessary to
make some definite decision as to whether or not the paint blazing should be renewed. There is
no question but that it is of great help to travelers. The observation of the gentleman whose letter
I quote is borne out by many comments received by the Trail Conference. The presence of the
white paint blazes is a decided boon to travelers and particularly the work of the CCC made the
traverse of Mahoosuc Notch much easier by indicating how one should go by reason of the paint
blazes. You have probably noticed this. Fading blazes, of course, make a rather unprepossessing
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appearance. In the next year or two the blazes on the Mahoosuc Range will commence to assume
this character.
From the viewpoint of the Conference and as these blazes are now between Old Speck tower and
the Maine-New Hampshire line, it would be a very great satisfaction if you would conclude to
have the paint blazes renewed next year as a part of the work of your trail crew. We could supply
you with our standard titanium oxide paint.
I was interested to learn that you had recently made a brief visit to the Shenandoah National Park.
After many years in Washington, I am now located in New York. There is a surprisingly
splendid hiking terrain west of Washington outside of the Shenandoah National Park in the Blue
Ridge area. The Allegheny Ranges to the west offer a limitless terrain. You would, I think, be
interested in the sections of trail, not Park Service trail, maintained by the Potomac Appalachian
Trail Club in the standard Appalachian Trail fashion as well as its lean-tos and shelter system.
I have read with much interest your notes in the recent issue of New England Trails. If you are in
New York at any time, I should welcome an opportunity to discuss this matter with you. I do feel
that, rather than let nature take its course on the Mahoosuc Range, it would be advisable to
definitely determine the matter.
Copy to Sawyer, Attwood, Stubbs, Vondell, MacMullin
October 17, 1940. Myron Avery to T. S. Ranney, Seaboard Paper Company, Bangor,
Maine.
Dear Mr. Ranney:
I am writing you as a substitute for an opportunity which I had hoped I would have in September
when I was in the Barren-Chairback region, to talk with you personally.
I understand that the forester for the American Thread Company has been in touch with you as to
the status of the Appalachian trail along the Barren-Chairback Range. When I was at Long Pond
in September, we repainted the trail markings which had been obliterated past East Chairback
Pond up to the top of the mountain. In addition, the Trail markings were renewed from Barren to
Moxie Pond.
You can appreciate, I am sure, our interest in the trail along the Barren-Chairback Range for its
17 miles of spruce and fir constitute a really unequaled section of Trail in Maine. I know of
nowhere else where there is such an extensive pure stand of spruce along the trail area. I am
hoping that, except in the gaps, the trail route is sufficiently high on the ridge so that the
operations on the steep slopes may not reach up that high. I found in September that, with the
exception of a few tops in the Trail, the route was fairly clear. It seemed as if it was being used
by the choppers going back and forth.
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I thought it might be of interest to you to have of copy of our Guide to The Appalachian Trail in
Maine and to note how extensive the project is. You will note that we have a rather good map of
the Barren-Chairback Range.
I knew quite well in Washington T. T. Ranney, with the U. S. Geological Survey, who I think is
a cousin of yours.
I know that you will give the Trail every consideration in your operations, as far as it is possible.
It is sufficiently well marked so that the cutting of some trees will not be a serious interference. It
is the lodging of the tops and filling in of the Trail which of course presents our most serious
problem. I know that you will help us in any possible in the matter.
I am taking the liberty of sending a copy of this letter to Mr. R. L. Whitney.
Copy to Mr. Whitney
October 17, 1940. Myron Avery to Henry S. Beverage, Sunday Telegram, Portland, Main.
Dear Mr. Beverage:
I have read with great interest your feature articles on fishing and hunting recreational
opportunities in Maine. I am quite familiar with some of the areas described in your recent
articles on terrain around the Allagash, as I worked for the Forest Service during the summer
while going to college. This work took me on the St. John, Allagash and St. Francis.
I have noted the broad extent of your coverage as far as recreational opportunities in Maine are
concerned. I presume that you are quite aware of the Appalachian Trail which affords unusual
walking opportunities in the State. Its development has been noted in recent issues of In the
Maine Woods, published by the Bangor and Aroostook Railroad, which I assume comes to your
attention.
We are preparing and expect to issue next year a revised edition of Guide to the Appalachian
Trail in Maine. The new edition will have four new maps. As the maps of the Appalachian Trail
route cover a rather wide terrain, I had thought that it might be of interest to you to have with
your reference books this Guide. I am accordingly sending to you a set of the journal of the
Appalachian Trail Conference, a copy of Guide to the Appalachian trail in Maine, The Silver
Aisle, and a copy of our new map of the Katahdin area.
We have a rather extensive collection of photographs of Maine mountains and of the
Appalachian Trail which might be of interest to you in connection with your work.
As my home is in the State, I am frequently in Maine and I hope at some time to have an
opportunity to talk with you about matters of mutual interest.
{Copy Stephenson}
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October 17, I940. Myron Avery to R. L. Whitney, Seaboard Paper Company, Bucksport,
Maine.
Dear Mr. Whitney:
I am enclosing a copy of a letter which I have written to Mr. Ranney, as the subject matter of the
letter is of very considerable concern to us. 1 have also sent to you under separate cover the
literature involved, so that the magnitude of this Trail project and the importance of the BarrenChairback section may be apparent.
October 19, 1940. Edward W. Conners, CCC, Maine Forest Service, Augusta, Maine, to
Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
There has been a little delay in acknowledging your letter of October 9th because it was
addressed to Portland rather than to Augusta and also because of our absence from the office.
With reference to the work project scheduled for this past season but uncompleted due to cold
weather. We do not think that this project might be continued next Spring as an unfinished item,
inasmuch as our work plans are submitted April 1, 1940. We appreciate your complimentary
remarks regarding grade of work done by the Bridgton Camp and are pleased to pass them on to
Mr. Hicks, Foreman of the crew, and to Mr. Brooks, Camp Superintendent.
cc: Director, Boston, Mass.
{Stubbs, Taylor, Warner, Philbrick, Sawyer, Stephenson, Heard, Reeves, Attwood}
October 21, 1940. Myron Avery to Robert B. MacMullin, Mathieson Alkali Work,
Niagara Falls, New York
Doer Bob:
The enclosed is the first draft of an article which I am turning over in rough to the Editor of
Appalachian Trailway News. You are anonymous and protected, but by what you have written
and what you haven't written, this may make an excellent opportunity to sound off on some of
these things which could be most certainly improved.
To avoid any difficulty, the Editor is going to send the article to the Appalachian Mountain Club
authorities, so as to give them a crack at it before the thing appears. I hope this will be
satisfactory with you.
We really welcome your letter and the opportunity you give us to sound off on these subjects.
(Dictated by Mr. Avery and mailed after his departure from Washington.
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cc - Miss Stephenson
October 22, 1940. Myron Avery to Edward W. Conners, Administrative Assistant,
Civilian Conservation Corps, 341 Water Street, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Mr. Conners:
Thank you for your letter of October 19th. We knew so well your address that I am at a loss to
know how we could have misdirected this letter to Portland.
I am afraid that I shall have to trouble you with one further query. Will the unfinished project be
included in the new plans commencing April 1, 1941? The unfinished portion is the lean-to
completion and latrine building. The Sugarloaf and Poplar Ridge structures are 1.85 m. and 2.3
m. from the roads; one was thrown off base by the hurricane; the latter now presents severe fire
hazards. As the unfinished work includes that specifically approved by the Acting Forester and
as the weather suspended work earlier than anticipated, we hope that it may automatically, so as
to speak, go back on the program. With the unfortunate developments of last year and the delays
which prevented completion of the authorized program, I trust this procedure can be adopted.
Had the 1938 sad 1939 work been as complete and up to the standard of this year’s activity, we
would not have on hand this unfinished matter. I think, perhaps, your directions this year to do
what was done in first-class manner may account for the thoroughness of the work.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and mailed after his return to New York.
Copy to Stubbs, Taylor, Warner, Philbrick, Sawyer, Heard, Reeves, Attwood, Stephenson
October 22, 1940. R. L. Whitney, Maine Seaboard Paper Company, Bucksport, Maine, to
Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I wish to thank you for your letter of October 17th relative to the pulpwood cuttings on the
Barren-Chairback Range in Raytown, so-called, near Long Pond, with letter to Mr. Ranney
enclosed, and for the "Appalachian News and Bulletin" which I shall enjoy looking over very
much.
We shall do your trail as little damage there as possible while we are working up there. I know
you realize that it is rather difficult to prevent one hundred men or so doing things that we would
rather they would not do. My instructions to Mr. Ranney, and I know he feels the same about the
trails, were to be as careful as possible not to leave brush or to do the trails damage while he was
working there.
As far as the cutting up to the trail is concerned, we are bound by a stumpage permit with the
American Thread Company to cut all reasonably accessible pulpwood on this area so it would be
necessary for you to get in touch with the American Thread Company if you wished to have any
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reservations made. However, it is most likely that your trail is too high and probably in most
places up beyond the merchantable pulpwood for us to cut.
I realize that this trail and the landscape bordering it mean a great deal to you and your friends in
the Appalachian Trail Conference.
{Copy Perham, Dore}
October 23, 1940. Myron Avery to Robert B. Macmullin, Mathieson Alkali Works, Niagara
Falls, New York
Dear Bob:
I have been delayed by reason of several absences from New York from replying earlier to your
letter of September 24.
I want to say that I appreciate very much your thoughtfulness in always writing at length after
your trip. It is unnecessary for me to say that your comments are most helpful. I try to keep in
close touch with the situation but there are things which escape us and the viewpoint of the
stranger to the Trail is of course most helpful.
I am not going to comment in detail upon your letter for I am taking you at your word that you
will be down here sometime soon and we can talk over this matter at length.
1 have sent to you one or two communications which outline the problems in connection with
trying to get the CCC back to finish the elimination of hurricane damage. As far as your
comments relate to the White Mountains, I shall send you a copy of a letter which I am writing to
the Chairman of the Trail Committee. You will appreciate that with the Appalachian Mountain
Club, the Appalachian Trail project is a very incidental project and our status is somewhat that of
sufferance. Its particular practices and policies control. Many people, however, wonder at the
diverge of practices and the peculiar things in the White Mountains, such as no blazes, the
Guidebook description, and the absence of distances on signs. I had thought that it might be
useful to hold forth at length on this, as a sort of general explanation, in Trailway News. To that
end I intend to prepare an article which will seem to be in the form of excerpts from my reply to
an anonymous letter, in which I shall quote extracts from your letter and explain the situation. It
will be a couple of weeks before this can be prepared but when it comes it will not only answer
your own letter but may be productive in dealing with conditions in the Appalachian Mountain
Club area.
I am answering some of your specific queries. I might say that we are preparing and have
finished the manuscript for a new edition of the Guidebook and will have maps based on the U. S.
Geological Survey maps, for the omitted areas, as well as a really first class map for western
Maine. This shelter problem and use by fishermen is one which is serious. It may not contribute
to the solution of the problem, but we are preparing a form of notice which will, at least as long
as it remains, put fishermen on notice that the structure was not prepared for their use. In one or
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two instances it causes complaints from camp owners who regard the structure as a base from
which their ponds are fished out.
It happens that last year with the exception of Baldpate and Pleasant Pond Mtn. I have been over
the whole section in connection with the preparation of this Guidebook. I did not see any notices
in the A. M. C. shelters, Old Speck and Full Goose comparable to the one we intend to use.
The Piazza Rock Shelter didn’t look bad when we went by in August but the beaver pond nearby
was a new development. The Trail around Four Ponds is a lot wetter than I had remembered.
The old tote-roads on the Bates Outing Club section are a problem. The Club’s maintenance was
handicapped by having to deal with the hurricane elimination work. This year Sawyer and the
crew mowed practically the entire trail. It was greatly improved. Particularly difficult is the
section leading from Maine Highway 5 [The South Arm Road] to the county line. Probably this
was somewhat grown up when you were there but with another year’s work it should be much
better. The Club has something to do on Bemis Brook.
I note what has happened around Mountain Brook. The Club has tried to fix the marking there
but apparently it still remains quite a problem. Sawyer will be glad to know of your observations
in that connection. They certainly skinned that area and re-marking it is a difficult problem. If
you have the 1938 and 1939 supplements I think you will find a notation as to the change of
route and crossing on the old dam.
My last comment relates to your observations on the Elephant Mtn. Shelter. This had trees on top
of it for a time and the blowdowns around there are terrific. We picked out in a general way
where the lean-to should go. The actual site was selected by the CCC foreman. At times they did
some things which are difficult to explain--for instance, the Nahmakanta Lean-to has no water
except the lake and is in a clump of bushes where 50 yards away it could have gotten a
magnificent view. There is the same lack of water at Pierce Pond.
In rationalizing the thing the controlling feature was the location where timber large enough for
the structure could be obtained, and this, rather than viewpoint or sources of drinking water, was
the final controlling factor. Of course if we had had available volunteers who could have gone
with the foreman, the result might have been different. I think the intention on Elephant Mtn.
was to put the structure as near the height of land as the water conditions would permit. It does
afford a base to anyone who wants to climb Elephant. There is a peculiar formation around there
and if the surroundings could have been adequately cleared up by the Forest Service crew, I do
not think it would have been so bad. At any rate, your comment is the first to the effect that the
mosquitoes there were worse than usual in Maine.
As you will have guessed, that red spruce was magnificent. It is regrettable that the restoration
work could not have been better done. It would have been so easy to cut an extra two feet from
the logs and made more of an open trail. If we had been successful in our efforts to get the CCC
crew back in this area, which we did east of Bigelow, the result would have been a great
improvement. I am afraid we are going to have to recognize for a long time that this inferior
condition will be the result of the hurricane damage.
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I want to say that you need not at any time feel hesitant about drawing attention to unfavorable
conditions. My feelings are not hurt because I probably know more of and have to deal more
with the bad features than even the traveler who sometimes suffers therefrom.
I am sending copies of your letter to the interested organizations in Maine and I shall count on
talking with you about these matters here in New York. Before you make your next trip, please
let me know well in advance of your plans.
cc: Taylor, Sawyer, Attwood, Stubbs, Heard, Stephenson, Greene
October 23, 1940. Orville Crowder, Mountain Club of Maryland, to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
Referring to your letter to Junior York, I might clarify my comment about the bridges between
Katahdin Stream and Daicy Pond.
The only stream crossing in this section which is not bridged is the one over the side brook just
after the trail leaves the automobile road, and at this crossing there is a large fallen tree which
seems likely to stay put as long as any bridge would. This forms a good crossing.
As I said, the bridges and trail are in nice shape. I came over the section at twilight and after dark,
without using my flashlight at all, so the test was a good one.
I don’t know whether it is in Junior's territory or not, but the planking on the toll dam on the trail
to the West Branch seems to have been improved and is in good shape. I would say that the A-T
from Baxter Peak to the cable bridge is in first-class order.
Needless to say, though, the section between Grassy Pond and York's Camps is subject to heavy
annual growth, and will need a good cleaning out early next year, presumably about the first part
of July.
c - Junior York
October 23, 1940. {For Trailway News}
TRAIL DEVELOPMENTS IN MAINE
The Trail season of 1940 witnessed considerable activity tending toward the improvement of the
route of The Appalachian Trail in Maine. Last year the Trail route from Katahdin to Yoke Ponds
was repainted. This year there was repainted practically all the remaining Trail in Maine (except
the Mahoosuc Range) west of the Barren-Chairback Range. This leaves, as the only section
which had not been repainted during the past three years, the area between Yoke Ponds and Long
Pond at the base of the Barren-Chairback Range.
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The complete elimination of the hurricane damage between Maine Highway 26 at the east end of
Mt. Bigelow to the Kennebec River was accomplished by the Civilian Conservation Corps in
August and September, 1940. In addition, the three lean-tos in this area were materially
improved and the latrines built.
Moxie Mountain has long been a sore point on The Appalachian Trail in Maine. The disastrous
fire in 1932 has resulted in a heavy growth of grass and raspberries. A projected relocation of the
fire warden's trail to The Appalachian Trail, which would provide the necessary maintenance,
ultimately failed to materialize. Work here had been withheld, pending the expected relocation.
Fortunately, the services of a trapper living in the area were obtained, and 7 days' trail work on
Moxie Mountain, including five days of mowing the grass and raspberries, has opened the route
here. Although it is small consolation to those who earlier in 1940 struggled up Moxie Mountain
through the dense grass and raspberries, to know that the Trail was completely mowed out in the
early fall. It is a distinct relief to the Maine Appalachian Trail Club to know that there is now at
hand some means of coping with this problem.
One difficulty that has been experienced with the trail maintenance work in Maine has been the
tendency to complete the work in the latter part of the summer, which deprives earlier trail
travelers of its benefit. Particularly the mowing out of the Trail from Orbeton Stream to
Spaulding Mtn. and over Mt. Bigelow was not accomplished until late August. The black fly
season and wetness of the woods naturally tend to defer trail work. The route in many sections is
at its best at the close of the season, when that year’s travel is past.
Maine, like other states, is experiencing the closing off of routes previously opened to travel. The
blue-blazed trail to Boarstone on privately owned land was closed during 1940 by the lessee of
the mountain. Its future use is problematical.
The lumbering on the Barren-Chairback Range, reported In the September 1940 issue of
APPALACHIAN TRAILWAY NEWS, has, so far, not materially affected The Appalachian
Trail route in this section. The contractors and the landowners manifest considerable effort to
avoid blocking the Trail. The operation here will last a number of years and while occasionally
tree-tops may block the route, at the present time, with 11 of the 17 miles repainted in 1940, the
use of this section should not be seriously interfered with.
A new development is the road along the south shore of Long Pond from Bodfish Intervale, used
in the lumber operations here. The increasing mileage of graveled roads built in the Maine woods
by the lumber companies is a distinct aspect of the industry's present-day characteristics. The
graveled roads are found to be the most convenient medium of transportation and result in a
penetration of a much more permanent character. The old operations, using the tote-roads and the
horse-drawn vehicles, after a few years, except for the scars of lumbering, left few vestiges.
The Bates Outing Club made a definite contribution to the improvement of its section of Trail in
western Maine. It was repainted practically throughout and, for the first time, mowed in many
areas. A dense growth of small bushes and saplings on the old tote-roads has made for difficult
maintenance
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The section over Baldpate Mountain, maintained by the Maine Alpine Club, has received
considerable praise.
The trend of travel in Maine is of interest. Katahdin has become too well known and too much
frequented for many travelers. Maine’s outstanding western peaks along The Appalachian Trail,
described in Mountains of Western Maine (copy of which may be obtained at a cost of 25 cents
from the Appalachian Trail Conference), are the new Mecca of those who travel the Trail in New
England. Although the sections of Trail are separated by north and south roads, it is a continual
series of ascents to and descents from 4,000-foot peaks, with astonishingly wide views and
extremely wild terrain. The trend of travel in Maine is distinctly toward the western peaks.
Curiously enough, travel on the eastern portion of the Trail in Maine was light this year, and the
central portion more frequented.
Early consummated arrangements for an extended program of Civilian Conservation activity, to
eliminate hurricane damage and improve the Trail in Maine, met with a severe setback at the
hands of the New England Forest Emergency Project {which reversed its earlier decision and
declined to authorize the work}. This necessitated an appeal to the Acting Forester. {Thereafter}
inclement weather curtailed this activity after the work {had been done} on the former Arnold
Trail route {in August and by [??]}. This, fortunately, was the section most urgently requiring
work. {This work was done and is a distinct credit to the Bridgton Camp.} The conference hopes
that the return of the CCC crews may be obtained in 1941 to complete the work authorized for
1940, particularly toward the improvement of the lean-tos and the building of latrines. {This has
been requested by the Conference.}
As a result of the very extensive activity in 1940, the warning notices as to conditions in Maine,
printed in previous issues of APPALACHIAN TRAILWAY NEWS, may be disregarded.
Further improvement of the existing lean-tos, particularly in the way of chinking and the
providing of latrines, will be most desirable. Plans for 1941 Trail work in Maine call for painting
between Yoke Ponds and the Barren-Chairback Range. When this is accomplished, the paint on
all of Maine's 266 miles of Trail will be less than two years old.
October 25, 1940. Stanley B. Attwood to Myron Avery
Friend Myron:
I read with interest one more account of a hiker's encounter with Mahoosuc Notch and disagree
only with his idea that it is easier to go over the lemon squeezers than to take off the pack and
haul it through.
That always will be No. 1 place in my experiences (except for the mountain tops). I found ice
there Aug. 22,1922 and Aug. 28,1940.
Thought you might be interested in a Goose-Eye trail clearing episode,1940. Well up beyond
lumbering are scattered virgin spruce. Among many felled by the hurricane were a pair more
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than two feet through at the base. One lay across the trail, the other at an angle across the first
one.
We tackled the top one with a crosscut. Half way through a cant dog was applied to prevent
rolling. With two inches left to cut, the man on the cant dog was advised to stand clear and it is a
good thing he did.
The root mass, forming a circle about ten feet across, had weight sufficient to pull the trunk. The
bark and last inch of wood split and the tree shot up to a 45 degree angle, looking like nothing so
much as a 20 inch rifle about to hurl a shell toward North Goose-Eye.
Had the cant dog operator been hanging on he would have received a beautiful toss. The tree’s
action made it unnecessary to cut the trunk again. We tried the same thing on another but it
wouldn't budge.
On our last trip we discovered that slides on the westerly slope of Goose-Eye brook valley, near
the headwaters NE from the E Peak of Goose-Eye, had expanded until they included nearly the
whole wall. There must be a fine mess of junk at the bottom.
George Howe, Norway (Me.) naturalist and mineralogist, went with the MAC on the Labor Day
jaunt to Mt. Katahdin. On his 80th birthday he climbed well up toward the Gateway but progress
was so slow he was forced to abandon his idea, of scaling the peak.
Not much in this letter except something to read when it's getting toward the end of the climbingseason.
October 25, 1940. Edward W. Conners, CCC, Maine Forest Service, Augusta, Maine, to
Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
We regret that we cannot give you a definite reply as to whether or not additional Appalachian
Trail work will be included in the new work plans beginning April 1st, 1941. In the first place, it
is the function of the State Forestry Department to submit projects for consideration to this office
and we in turn submit them to our Boston Office for final approval. We have not had any
opportunity to discuss this proposed work with Mr. Rendall, Forest Commissioner and
consequently we do not know how he will feel toward submitting such a project. He might
possibly think as he did last season that he would prefer to recommend one or two side camps for
forestry projects than to recommend one for the Appalachian Trail and thereby lose a side camp
for his own Department. We would suggest that you approach Mr. Rendall and get his reaction to
your proposal.
CC: Director
{Copy Sawyer, Taylor, Stubbs, Greene, Philbrick, Reeves, Heard, Stephenson}
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October 25, 1940. Earle W. Perham, Long Pond Camps, to Myron Avery [Hand-written]
Dear sir:
The trail work has been completed as far as you told us to going up White Cap way. Painted
from here to the fire line toward White Cap and bushed out down Pleasant River where the boat
is and put the sign on the rock 13 mi. mark.
I was going to repaint my blue line but they are swamping a road right beside and in it. They will
be all done in that section this fall and I will repaint and locate this road next spring.
There was 3 days work on the Appalachian Trail. Hope this is O.K.
October 25, 1940. Fred Clifford, Clifford’s Sporting Camps, Rainbow Lake, to Myron
Avery [Hand-written, of course]
Friend Avery:
I showed your letter to one of the men and they laughed about the road between camps. He asked
what kind of road and how you wanted it and he was over it just last night. A good job would
take about as long as they was cutting it out the first time. For every tree or bush they cut out
there is about a dozen more spring up around the stump only they are smaller but growing. I
think you better send up some of your club men. I have to pay $1.50 this year and board at least
another $1.50. I would hate to have to board many for that and furnish cook camp outfit and all.
What you think of it.
I wrote you about a week ago to your address in New York. You must of got it.
P.S. The man I showed your letter to has Guided 40 days besides what he worked for me at $1.50
and board.
October 27, 1940. Myron Avery to George Foster, Austin Pond Camps, Bingham, Maine
Dear Mr. Foster:
I am wondering if you received my letter of September 3 with which were enclosed two copies
of our map in Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine covering the area of your camp. I was
particularly anxious to have correctly indicated on this map the roads and the condition of the old
railroad grade--that is, the extent to which it had been converted as an automobile road.
I hope very much that you will find it possible to check over the map and return one copy to us
in the very near future.
October 27, 1940. Myron Avery to Earl W. Perham Long Pond Camps, Katahdin Iron
Works Maine
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Dear Mr. Perham:
At the rate that developments were happening around Long Pond when I was there, I would not
be surprised to hear that you had a macadam road all the way around Long Pond by now. You
may remember that you spoke about the possibility of bringing your people in by way of Monson
when the new road was finished. Can you drive out to Monson over the road? We are working
on the revision of the Guidebook and I should like to know if you plan to change your mail
address. If there have been any other developments since I was there, I would appreciate being
told of them.
Did you get any opportunity to do the Trail clearing around Hay Brook that we spoke of as well
as the repainting on your tote-road?
October 30, 1940. Helon Taylor to Myron Avery [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
Following find measurements of new A.T. from West Carry to Ledge House. Will ship wheel
soon. Not much else to report and am very busy right now. I took these Oct. 12th but just got
around to send them in. I painted mile marks in good shape—all on rocks except on Jerome
Brook Lean-to.
Start at 7. m
7.17
7.54
7.80
8.10
8.42
8.87
9.00
9.16
9.56
10.16
10.20
10.26
10.41
10.47
10.52
10.60

Turn sharp left into lumbered section. Round Top to be seen ahead.
Leave lumbered section—enter hardwood growth and start gradual ascent.
Level off on top of hardwood ridge.
Start gradual descent.
Enter old A.T.—continue gradual descent to Jerome Brook Valley (Old A.T. rather blind)
Level off—Jerome Brook Valley.
Jerome Brook Lean-to
Start grad. ascent of hardwood ridge.
Height of land—start descent.
Level off—Bog Brook Valley—swing left.
Swing right.
Bog Brook Pond.
Cross Bog Brook Dam.
Enter Route 16 and turn left.
Ledge House and Store.
Turn right—Camp Ground—start on Little Bigelow trail.

Hope you can make this out. Any details let me know.
October 31, 1940. Myron Avery to Helon Taylor, Eustis, Maine.
Dear Helon:
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Probably things have gotten to the point of where you don’t want to open a letter from because of
the fact that you know I will probably be mentioning that measuring around West Carry Pond. I
know how busy you are and how hard it is for you to get time off but with snow close at hand, I
am beginning to get worried about the situation. I don’t see any chance of my getting back up
there in November and if we do not have this data, we cannot finish up and print the Guidebook
this winter. I know you will do what you can but I would feel a lot freer in my mind if you could
drop me a note and tell me that you feel sure that you will be able to get the wheel from Hunt and
get this done later on.
October 31, 1940. Myron Avery to Fred L. Clifford Rainbow Lake Camps Kokadjo, Maine
Dear Fred:
I have your letter of October 25 and I am glad to hear from you. I received your other letter a day
or two ago.
I don't think that I made clear exactly what I have in mind. We have only very limited funds for
this Trail work. You get a small amount of patronage from the Trail. I am not stressing that. You
do get the benefit of some advertising and publicity but any way you look at it, the Trail going by
your camps is something of an asset to you. We don't ask you to contribute a single cent or do
any work toward Trail maintenance without reimbursement. I might say, as you know, that there
are some camp owners, particularly Potter, who maintain long sections of trail in first class order
by mowing them on each side of the camp. You don't make much use of the trail getting to your
camp by reason of the fact that you come in by boat. What I am trying to say is that you can help
us get the full benefit of our money. We are not asking you to lose anything but we do not expect
you to handle it as a business proposition where you might make a small return for yourself. We
think that you should do this for us--pay the men the same as you would pay them if they were
working for you and treat them as if they were working for you so that they will do a good job.
As far as the Board is concerned, you would take out what was necessary to make you whole. On
this basis, it would certainly seem to me that for the $15 involved we can at least get five full
days of work--the sort of work that you would get if you were paying these men and if it were
your money.
All we want is to get you to do the same as if you were paying out your own hard-earned dollars
and not look upon it as any sort of income.
I am sure that this is what you have in mind and that we now understand each other. If you will
stretch this money as far as it will go, treating it as if it were your own and you were doing this
work, no one can have any ground for complaint. While the amounts have been small, I have felt
that there would have been much more work produced if these men had thought they were
working for Fred Clifford on one of his jobs or on the road. I hope you see what I mean and I
guess this covers the matter.
October, 1940. Stanley B. Attwood to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
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Additional articles on Maine Mountains, both in the Lewiston Evening Journal magazine:
Sept.16,1939. List of Maine mountains arranged according to the difference between summit
elevation and lowest contour traceable on U.S.G.S. maps, giving theoretical amount of climb.
With those showing difference between summit and base of less than 1,000 feet eliminated, list
totals 340.
0ct. l4,1939. List of 701 Maine mountains whose summits are at least 1,000 feet above sea level
arranged according to height.
You may remember first published list took in practically all named peaks and was arranged
alphabetically.
I also have (unpublished) a list arranged by counties and towns; a list of the Maine U.S.G.S.
quadrangles showing the townships appearing on each; and a list of the townships showing on
which quadrangles they may be found. Don't know whether they'll ever be published.
other
Now for your questions:
I was working on the other side of Baldpate when MAC built Frye brook toilet. It's on elevation
S or SE of lean-to and I haven't seen it. Will try to find out and inform you as to ways and means.
{Note as to development on this section.}
As for tar paper, if we decide to roof, will be glad to furnish it from club funds.
To the best of my knowledge, mile markers are O.K. on our section.
I did not intentionally sidestep problem of painting to Old Speck. I believe there is no chance we
can add this but will be glad to take it up if and when we have a meeting.
Entrance to Baldpate trail from Maine Highway 26 does lack blazes, especially since somebody
removed two very good directional arrows we installed.
I wrote several articles for Miss Stephenson from which she can pick and choose. One concerned
our star member, Henry P. Judkins of Wilton, who will be 72 this Tuesday. He went to the top of
Baldpate with an axe and paint Sept. 29 and I thought it was a good day's work. Then I learned
that he spent the day before in a warm-up climb that took him up Tuckerman's to the summit and
down the carriage road.
We tackled Goose-Eye trail again, last Saturday. Seven of us spent four hours, two an additional
hour or so. Thoroughly cleared 2.3 miles and also painted in blue. We hope to resume next
Sunday if we can get a crew together. Some day we’ll finish that trail if we have to call out the
entire Eastern States, AMC, ATC, CCC and the National Guard.
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On Sunday we took the Basin trail from the Wild River Forest Service station as far as Rim
Junction, then to Blue Brook shelter, back to trail by another side trail. Great country. It showed
us the way to two good hikes, one via Rim Junction to Mt. Meader, the other via Rim
Junction to West Royce and East Royce and down into Evans Notch, if we could get cars to
come back around the mountain and meet us.
October, 1940. SUPPLEMENT TO CONFIDENTIAL MEMORANDUM ON MAINE
APPALACHIAN TRAIL MAINTENANCE {See File 70 for a list of where this memo was
sent.}
During the summer of 1940, there have been the following developments which alter some of
the arrangements set forth in my memorandum of October, 1939, for maintaining The
Appalachian Trail in-Maine.
In 1940 the Trail was repainted from Moxie Pond east to the Barren-Chairback Range.
Repainting, in 1941 will be needed from Yoke Ponds to the Barren-Chairback Range, including
the section from the Columbus-Chairback Saddle to Barren Mountain (5 m.) on that Range.
The changes in arrangements relate to the section between Dore’s blue-blazed-side trail on
Barren Mtn. and Troutdale Cabins on Moxie Pond. By reason of an inadequate appreciation of
the nature of the Trail work, the workers previously hired by Harry Davis at Monson had not
done a satisfactory job. I had a young chap named Merrill Finley at Monson work with me in
September, 1940. He is thoroughly versed in the Trail requirements and can be used to reclear
and repaint the Trail from Moxie Bald Mountain Lean-to to Dore's side trail on the BarrenChairback Range. Finley is paid $2.00 per day and can obtain someone to go with him. Mr.
Davis, for his expenses, will care for the transportation which Finley needs. Finley is a very
expert worker and it is my intention to have him repaint, as well as reclear, from Bald Mountain
Firetower to the Barren-Chairback Range in 1941 in order to make this more permanent, firstclass work. As long as Finley is available at Monson, trail problems here can be met.
Moxie Bald
The relocated (1940) Forest Service telephone line does not follow The Appalachian Trail. This
was expected to solve our problem here. The trail condition here in 1940 was near desperate. It
will be necessary to hire James O'Neill who lives on Moxie Pond (P.0. The Forks, Maine) to
mow this trail each year as he did in 1940. It will require about four days' work at $2.50 per day.
O'Neill can also be used to clear the trail as far as the Moxie Bald Lean-to. He is familiar with
the painting technique and the cairn building on Moxie Bald.
Mt. Bigelow
It will also be necessary to have mowed each year the bushes and grass on Little Bigelow and
from Bigelow Village to The Horns Pond. The firewarden can be depended upon to care for the
trail only in the black growth. Some work should be done on the Bigelow Range Trail near
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Stratton. In 1940 this problem was cared for by Helon Taylor supervising the mowing which was
done by his boy and another helper. Twenty dollars was paid for this work in 1940.
Barren-Chairback Range
Until the final elimination of lumbering, it will be necessary to go into this area each year, to
check the marking. Mr. Perham could put in a day's work between the firewarden's trail and
Pleasant River. He is by no means as cooperative as Mr. Dore. I gave Mr. Perham very definitely
to understand that the Conference had no intention of keeping up the blue-blazed side trails and
that he could cooperate with Mr. Dore in keeping open the Gulf Hagas section as an asset of his
Camps.
*******
There is no sponsor for the Grafton Notch to Old Speck Firetower, where the white paint blazing
was renewed in 1940. It would also be most desirable to obtain some sponsors for the section
between Moxie Mountain and Monson.
Another needed improvement is better work by Clifford's men around Rainbow. For the amount
of money which we pay, this section could be mowed.
Mr. Sawyer has said, with respect to the condition of the old lumber roads on the Bates Outing
Club section, that it is going to require mowing each year.
The two present major difficulties are the repairing of the existing lean-tos, making them
thoroughly tight and habitable and building latrines, together with the further improvement of the
sections affected by the hurricane which were not thoroughly cut out.
LIST OF PEOPLE TO RECEIVE THE
CONFIDENTIAL MEMORANDUM ON THE MAINE TRAIL
{Also Supplement}
Myron H. Avery
Walter Greene
Robert G. Stubbs
Charles H. Warner
W. H. Sawyer
Shailer S, Philbrick
Helon N. Taylor
Marion Park
Jean Stephenson
J. Frank Schairer
Everett Greaton
Ben L. Hadley
K. S. Boardman
Mark Taylor
Dr. L. F. Schmeckebier
Clair Sawtelle
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Arthur Comey
Mary Dorsey
A. H. Jackman
James W. Sewall
Dale Ellis
R. B. MacMullin
October, 1940

VII. Lean-to.

TRAIL REPORTS
Section 15
Pierce Pond to East Carry Pond
(Revised, Oct., 1940)

Located at 6.3 m.; has fine view of Bigelow. Side trail unmarked. Tree and sign at junction
broken off. Lean-to on edge of lumber cutting and in July, 1940, in same unfinished state as
Perce Pond. Has no water except lake water.
Structure had spreads and lamp. Use by fishermen from West [East] Carry Pond Lodge. Its
removal to spring at 7 m. on Trail discussed with Stubbs and proprietor of Carry Pond Camps.
VIII. Needed work.
1. Repainting
2. Renewing markers.
3. Use of weeder annually in hardwood sections.
4. Sign for Carry Pond Lean-to (ordered).
5. Blue blaze trail to lean-to.
6. Lean-to nuisances.
Report by Bridgton [CCC] as to work done 9/23/40.
Latrines completed at Jerome Brook and East Carry Pond.
Trail cleared from Ledge House north to top of Bates Ridge.
Blowdown trees have been sawed and moved, trail tread cleared with council rakes 18” x 24”
wide and brush cleaned 3’ to 4’ in width.
New section of Trail on Round Top cut by Taylor improved. Tread rough but easily followed.
Section between West Carry and Sandy Stream is cut through but hard to follow. Blazes used by
lumbermen confusing and should be blacked out.
Blowdowns south of East Carry cleared and made passable except lumbered area near Sandy
Stream. Trail in good condition.
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Roof at each shelter found in fair condition; repaired and found free of leaks during showers.
Walls chinked and creosote applied to deacon seats. Area near shelters raked clear of all debris.
Section 16
East Carry Pond to Maine Highway 16 (Ledge House)
(Revised Oct., 1940)
VI. Board Signs.
Good. But added to replacement list.
VII. Lean-to.
Jerome Brook Lean-to right on Trail. In same unfinished state as Pierce Pond in July, 1940. No
fire hazard. Good location.
VIII. Needed Work.
1. Repaint throughout. (Painted to West Carry Pond Tote-road September, 1940, from Ledge
House by Taylor.)
2. Renew markers.
3. Re-mark through lumbered sections.
Report by Bridgton [CCC] as to work done 9/23/40.
Latrines completed at Jerome Brook and East Carry Pond.
Trail cleared from Ledge House north to top of Bates Ridge.
Blowdown trees have been sawed and moved, trail tread cleared with council rakes 18” x 24”
wide and brush cleaned 3’ to 4’ in width.
New section of Trail on Round Top cut by Taylor improved. Tread rough but easily followed.
Section between West Carry and Sandy Stream is cut through but hard to follow. Blazes used by
lumbermen confusing and should be blacked out.
Blowdowns south of East Carry cleared and made passable except lumbered area near Sandy
Stream. Trail in good condition.
Roof at each shelter found in fair condition; repaired and found free of leaks during showers.
Walls chinked and creosote applied to deacon seats. Area near shelters raked clear of all debris.
November 1, 1940. Myron Avery to Edward W. Conners, Administrative Assistant
Civilian Conservation Corps 341 Water Street Augusta, Maine
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Dear Mr. Conners:
Thank you for the information contained in your letter of October 25.
I expect to be in Maine in the next two months and I will endeavor to see Forest Commissioner
Rendall at that time, as you have suggested. I hope that Professor Sawyer of Bates College, who,
as you will recall, was present when the matter was discussed with Mr. Rendall last spring, can
also attend.
Our suggestion with respect to any possible conflict between this project and those which Mr.
Rendall might have in mind and for which he would wish priority would, of course, be the same
as we suggested last spring. That is that the work could be accomplished after projects which Mr.
Rendall might particularly want to have carried out in the early part of the season. This would
avoid any possible conflict on this score and, in view of Mr. Rendall’s previously expressed
interest in the project and the fact that it is uncompleted work left over by reason of weather
conditions suspending operations earlier than had been anticipated, we hope very much that the
completion of the project will be initiated by the Forest Commissioner.
1 am enclosing two copies of my letter which you may care to forward to the Director and to Mr.
Rendall to acquaint him with the situation in the event that he received a copy of your letter of
October 25th.
cc: Messrs. Sawyer, Stubbs, Taylor, Greene, Heard, {Stephenson, Reeves}
Novenber 1, 1940. Myron Avery to Robert T. Moore, California Institute of Technology,
Pasadena, California.
Dear Mr. Moore:
Thank you for your letter of October 7, 1940, written from New York, in reply to my letter of
September 12th. I wish that I had known that you were in New York for, if there had been an
opportunity convenient, to you, I should like to have given myself the pleasure of discussing
matters of mutual interest.
I am extremely sorry that you have formed the impression which you have, through the
discussion of the form of "Boarstone" or "Borestone”. In view of your intense interest in the
matter, I thought it most desirable, in editing the Maine Guidebook, to set forth a full statement.
You will recall that the proposed footnote was submitted to you for suggestions before it
appeared. It is my recollection that we have sent you a copy of the proposed note for the fourth
edition, which is to the same effect, with the exception of the added reference to the action of the
United States Geographic Board. I have felt that you flatter the Trail Conference by overemphasizing any result which could flow from its advocacy of either form. The question has
been, as you know, passed upon by the Geographic Board. I have not seen the Board’s record, of
course, but I feel that, by reason of your interest in the matter and knowing that the problem was
pending, you would have submitted your argument and data. I do know that the Board had
available our Guidebook and the footnote is certainly a brief for the form you prefer. As far as
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our use of the conflicting form is concerned, you will note that we have simply followed what we
understand to be the generally accepted custom of using the first in the alphabetical sequence of
appearance. I cannot believe that even the most ardent appeal by the Trail Conference could have
affected the Geographic Board’s decision.
This, however, does not meet the specific problem that I had in mind in my letter of September
12th. The Trail Conference as such, outside of its constituent clubs, has very few members. We
were not discussing a privilege for the Conference. The use of Boarstone is to a large degree
local and State use and, if the use of the road and trail is to be generally prohibited, then we
should, in the interests of correctness, make that statement in the guidebook. Hence my letter to
you, inquiring what we should say. It is not a matter of privileges to our members but rather the
question of access of the public generally as to which I wished to make a proper statement in the
guidebook. The public, of course, is not interested in our situation and should not be affected by
the Conference’s sins, if any. It was the variation in the local accounts of the situation which led
me to write you to ask the exact situation. I might say that I was very much surprised to learn the
extent of local agitation which had developed. It is apparently generally accepted that the
blocking off of the road and trail to Boarstone had been at the direction of Mr. Guernsey, rather
than yourself.
You are perhaps sufficiently familiar with the local situation to know that the incident apparently
had created much antagonism. I had not been aware that Mr. Guernsey’s action was the outcome
of the Trail Conference guidebook using the form “Boarstone”. I should be very sorry indeed to
know that it was the guidebook situation which had been productive of Mr. Guernsey’s action.
However, the generally accepted local explanation is decidedly otherwise.
Of course, in metropolitan areas, there are many instances of large landowners prohibiting
general access to features of scenic interest. The situation is, however, quite different in our State
of Maine where there is a semi-public use of private lands, as you know, and in addition, there is
the situation with respect to “great ponds”.
I should be glad if you would tell me specifically what we should say in the matter, if you care to
do so. If not, we shall add a footnote to the description of the Boarstone trail, simply saying that
use of this trail has been prohibited by the owner. However, in view of the very high regard in
which you are held locally and in scholastic circles, I had thought that such a bald statement
might work an unwarranted injury to your reputation and hence the inquiry in my letter of
September 12th.
I judge, from you letter, that Mr. Guernsey will continue at Boarstone and judging from the
information which has been given me as to local conditions, there can be no expectation of any
different situation as to access to Boarstone.
November 4, 1940. Robert G. Stubbs, Maine Forest Service, to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
I wish to acknowledge receipt of all your letters.
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I have recently been on Moxie Bald where we hauled material for a new watchman’s cabin. We
did not take it up as I had thought we would do. We hauled 4,000 feet of lumber and other
material to the extent of six tons or more to the south end of Lake Moxie on the old railroad bed.
Here we loaded this on a dray and hauled it clear to the watchman’s cabin with the aid of a 6-ton
tractor, all in two trips. This was much quicker than I had expected to do it.
I did not get a chance to walk on the section of the Trail where O’Neill worked, nor was I able to
learn anything from George Martin, who is now scaling lumber on Bowtown. I have every
reason to think he did a satisfactory job.
Mr. Wing received his negatives all right, and I have had the use of them. I expect to be in
Lewiston sometime soon, and intend to make it a point to call on Mr. Atwood to see if he can
find the old negatives of the fire on Andover North Surplus.
I am enclosing a little pamphlet which was recently published by the Development Commission.
November 6, 1940. Robert E. Mathews, The Ohio State University, College of Law,
Columbus, Ohio, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I appreciate very much your courtesy in keeping me in touch with the correspondence with Mr.
Robert T. Moore. I am particularly interested in the copy of your letter of the 1st inst. which
reveals what I think might fairly be called an amazing pettiness in regard to the spelling of the
name “Boarstone.” I can hardly believe that a rational being would close a trail to the top of a
mountain because of the spelling of its name. This type of arbitrary exclusion of the public from
points of scenic beauty furnishes the best possible argument to Government control of resources
of this type.
I shall be interested in Mr. Moore’s reaction to your suggestion that if you do not hear from him,
you will include a footnote to the effect that the owner has prohibited the use of the trail.
I am sorry that while the matter was fresh in my mind I did not write you a list of small errors
which I found in the guide to the section from our house north and east to the Little Wilson pool.
At this date they have slipped my mind, although I have a feeling that there was an error in the
description of the trail turning east toward Bell Pond. Possibly your own memory will reveal the
mistake if you examine the text at that point. In going north from our house that trail leads off
from the right {about 2 ½ m. north} of course, and there is no trail whatever on the left or west
side of the Tote Road.
Next time when I walk the distance I will try to take notice as I check each guide. The trail was
in splendid shape and all of us are tremendously indebted to you for the care and attention you
constantly are giving it.
{Marion: Monson to Bodfish farm. Please see if data says trail to Bell Pond is on right.}
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November 6, 1940. E. G. Amos, Chief, Division of Hazard Reduction, New England Forest
Emergency Project, Boston, Mass. to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
We are in receipt of copies of your recent correspondence with our Augusta Office in regard to
the work accomplished this year on the Appalachian trail in Maine.
We regret that there was not opportunity to complete the work agreed upon in its entirety.
However, in order that we may he in a position to complete the work, if possible, we desire to
check our understanding of the situation with you.
We understand that the work included as Priority No. 1 in the attachment to your letter of August
to this office; namely, the length of trail and lean-tos between Ledge House (Highway 16) and
the Kennebec River has been completed to your satisfaction and no further work is to be done on
that length of trail.
Work remaining to be done is that included in Priorities 2, 3, and 4 of the attachment to your
letter of August 20 and is as follows:
Priority 2 - Highway 27 to road past Redington Pond. Repair Sugarloaf and Mt. Spaulding leantos and provide latrines.
Priority 3 - Repair lean-to at Poplar Ridge west of Orbeton Stream. Provide latrine and remove
fire hazard immediately adjacent to this lean-to.
Priority 4 - Between Highways 16 and 27. Repair two lean-tos at The Horns Pond and provide
latrine. Open trail through areas of hurricane damage at the following points: (a) at east base of
Cranberry Peak, (b) on north slope of South Horn, (c) between Bigelow Mt. fire tower and the
east face of East Peak.
It is believed that the above covers all work listed by you in accordance with the agreements
made in Washington last August. If we have stated the matter correctly and we are in agreement
with your understanding, we will endeavor to accomplish the above listed work, now undone,
next year. Our ability to accomplish the work will depend upon our being able to obtain Mr.
Rendall’s cooperation and again obtain Army approval of the necessary side camp. We will be
pleased to use our best efforts to obtain this cooperation. Your confirmation of our understanding
in regard to the work or comments thereon will be appreciated.
{Forest Commissioner R. E. Rendall, E. W. Conners, Augusta}
{Do not show on this carbon who else gets one. Same on the copy of my reply to this letter.}
{Ben Hadley, Acadia, Everett F. Greaton, Stubbs, Taylor, Sawyer, Philbrick, Warner, Reeves,
Attwood, Schairer, Heard, Stephenson, Fogg}
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November 7th, 1940. Charles Berry, Yoke Pond Camps, to The Appalachian Trail
Conference, 901 Union Trust Bldg., Washington, D.C. [Hand-written]
Messrs:
Mr. Earnest Ladd of Brownville Jct. plans to cut logs at Church Pond and the side of Jo-Mary Mt.
He plans to build a store house where the Appalachian Trail leaves the gravel road at Crawford
so he will truck goods in then use horses from Crawford Pond to Church over the Appalachian
Trail. So he will keep that part open some. Says he will be to work there for two or three years.
November 8, 1940. Ralph C. Caswell, President, Bates College Outing Club, to Myron
Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
It gives me the greatest of pleasure to Inform you that you were elected an honorary member of
the B.O.C. at our last directors meeting. The board extends this position to you as a result of the
interest you have shown in our organization in the past.
We hope that you will continue your interest and will find occasion to wear our seal. Any time
you are up this way look us up. We meet every Thursday evening, 7PM to 8PM.
Hope to see you soon and the best of luck.
November 11, 1940. Orville Crowder, 127 E. North Avenue, Baltimore, Md, to
Mr. Ralph C. Caswell President, Bates Outing Club Lewiston, Maine
Dear Caswell:
Many, many thanks. As an honorary member of the Bates Outing Club I expect to show off this
emblem on many a mile of Appalachian Trail, and tell a good story along with it. My only fear
is that your directors meeting possibly should have waited until the appearance of the Life
pictures before this generous gesture ...my reputation may decline sharply if they fail to record
the fun we had on Saddleback.
Actually, I heard yesterday that there had been a little delay because the editorial assistant
handling the story had been ill. They expect to lay out the pictures this week, however, and our
guess that publication would come about the first half of December still looks reasonable.
We have many pleasant memories of that day on Saddleback, and of the perfectly swell company
we had, and I hope it isn’t going to be too long until I can get as far north as Lewiston again.
That winter carnival still sounds mighty enticing.
November 14, 1940. Myron Avery to Ralph C. Caswell, President Bates Outing Club
Lewiston, Maine
Dear Mr. Caswell:
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It was with decided pleasure and surprise that I read your letter of November 8, informing me of
my election as an honorary member of the Bates Outing Club. I have had for a long time a very
strong admiration for the accomplishments of Professor Sawyer's iron gang. I suppose that I am
the only Bowdoin man to rate the compliment and for that reason I shall particularly greatly
value it.
Without the Bates Outing Club we would never have had initially a completed section of the
Appalachian Trail across Maine. Without the Club we would not have it now. I have enjoyed my
contacts and trips with Professor Sawyer, yourself and numerous other members of the
organization. It is a contact which I hope to continue.
I trust that I shall have an opportunity to show in Lewiston our Kodachrome slides and colored
moving picture reel on Appalachian Trail procedure sometime during the winter and spring, at
which time I will have an opportunity to become better acquainted with more of the Club
members. Curiously enough, the 1920 on the armband is my college year.
November 14, 1940. Myron Avery to B. L. Hadley, Assistant Superintendent Acadia
National Park, Bar Harbor, Maine
Dear Ben:
I had hoped to see you at Bar Harbor long ago. There are a number of matters which I want to
talk over with you. I expect to be in eastern Maine over the holidays and I had thought that it
might be well to mention one or two of these matters to you in advance.
You will remember you hoped to be able to help with the lean-to chain in eastern Maine. From
the correspondence which I have sent to you you will note that we have done fairly well in the
way of getting the initial defects of the lean-tos west of the Kennebec River corrected, with the
exception of five in the chain, and latrines built. Also most of the hurricane damage unraveled,
although it will be years, if ever, before pre-hurricane conditions can be even remotely
approached.
I know that you have lost a camp but I wanted to suggest to you the possibility of doing some of
this work east of the Kennebec on a very small scale--say, frame the Acadia a lean-to each year,
but more particularly send in a small crew to build latrines and do the necessary chinking on the
five structures from Katahdin to Nahmakanta Lake.
Our big worry is the need for replacing the existing board signs on the Appalachian Trail in
Maine. We have a master sign list of about 200 signs. Could this be set up as a CCC project?
I know that If there is any way that you can accomplish these matters, you will, and I thought it
well to write to you prior to my coming to Maine.
cc: Miss Stephenson, Mr. Heard, Prof. Sawyer
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November 16, 1940. Myron Avery to E. G. Amos, Chief, Division of Hazard Reduction,
New England Forestry Emergency Project, Wendell Phillips Building, Boston, Mass.
Dear Mr. Amos:
I have your letter of November 6, prompted by my exchange of correspondence with your
Augusta office, copies of which were forwarded to you by that office.
I confirm the statement of your letter of November 6, 1940, as to the extent of the uncompleted
work and as to what was accomplished during 1940.
The Conference appreciates the courtesy of your letter of November 6, 1940, and is much
gratified to know that your office will endeavor to accomplish the uncompleted work in 1941.
We understand and appreciate the contingencies referred to in your letter. Your statement that
you will use your best efforts to obtain this cooperation is a quite sufficient assurance.
Perhaps, although it is of course outside of the remaining authorized work, it might be of interest
to your office to have me state how the completion of this work in 1944 will leave the Trail and
lean-to situation west of the Kennebec River, where the route was constructed by the CCC
Camps. The following lean-tos will remain unrepaired and without latrines:
Piazza Rock lean-to (1 mile from Maine Highway 4);
Squirrel Rock (3 miles from Maine Highway 5);
Sabbath Day Pond (4 miles from Maine Highway 17);
Grafton Notch (0.2 miles from Maine Highway 26).
The fifth unrepaired lean-to is Elephant Mtn., some 3 miles from Maine Highway 5 and in the
midst of a 2-mile section of uncut spruce and fir much damaged by the hurricane. This particular
two-mile stretch, incidentally, is the section of the Trail presently existing which, by reason of
the severity of the hurricane damage, now presents the most unsatisfactory situation. As I have
said, this work is outside the four authorized items and I mention it as a matter of interest to
know the end result of the CCC activity in Maine.
Permit me, once again, on behalf of the Conference to express our appreciation of the attitude of
your office toward the completion of the unfinished work.
Copy to Mr. Rendall, Mr. Connors, Mr. Hadley, Mr. Greaton, Mr. Stubbs, Mr. Sawyer, Mr.
Taylor, Mr. Philbrick, Mr. Warner, Mr. Reeves, Mr. Schairer, Mr. Heard, Miss Stephenson Mr.
Fogg
November 16, 1940. Myron Avery to Earl W. Perham, Long Pond Camps, Katahdin Iron
Works, Maine
Dear Mr. Perham:
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I have your letter of October 29, 1940, and I am glad to hear from you again. I am pleased to
know that you were able to find time to do the necessary brushing out which will stand us in
good season for next year. I understood from your letter that you renewed all the paint blazes
from Long Pond to the Watchman’s trail on White Cap as well as mowed the bushes at Hay
Brook. As we keep a detailed record of Trail conditions, I will appreciate your letting me know if
I have misunderstood matters.
I am enclosing a check of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club for the work in the amount of $9.00,
which I understand to be the amount due under our arrangement.
I know your situation and how difficult it is to get at anything, in addition to your regular camp
work, but I trust that next year you will be able to do this clearing early in the season, so that
people on the trail daring the summer will have the benefit of it.
As I think I told you, our arrangements for keeping the Trail clear from Bodfish Farm to Mr.
Dore's side trail are cared for from Monson.
I am interested in what you say about your blue-blazed side trail and expecting to repaint when
lumbering stops this fall. As I told you, the Conference does not attempt to keep up any of the
side trails and, with respect to Mr. Dore, by reason of our earlier arrangement in Monson of long
standing for this work, we have not had to call on him to help with maintenance of the main trail.
On this we expect to meet the cost of the work, counting on the cooperation of the affected
parties.
What Mr. Dore has done in connection with the side trails is entirely volunteered for what
benefit they may be to his camp. He has helped a great deal this way. I think that I told you that
be cleared out last year from Long Pond to the West Branch but did not go along the main Gulf
Hagas Trail. This will certainly need work next year. I hope that both you and Mr. Dore may feel
that this is sufficiently an asset of your camps so that you two will be disposed to put in a couple
of days’ work each year to keep this open and passable. We can supply what is needed in the
way of blue paint for all side trails.
I am glad that I had a chance to talk to you about the maintenance arrangements because of the
difficulty in the situation as to the assistance we have to ask for on the main trail from yourself. I
am sure you will find Mr. Dore will be glad to work with you in connection with the Gulf Hagas
matter, for keeping it open and passable means that, for both of your camps, you have an added
attraction and the opportunity of people staying an extra day when they pass over the trail. It
would be worth while, I should think, mentioning in your camp literature.
I have received your letter in regard to your mail address and also the road situation. I am very
glad to have this information for use in the forthcoming edition of the Maine Guide.
I am sending a copy of this letter to Mr. Dore, so that you may both have the same information
with respect to the trail situation.
Copy to Mr. Dore, Miss Park
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Mr. Dore: In view of the misunderstanding on Mr. Perham’s part, I thought it best to write this
way so he won’t think he is getting paid for something which other people contribute.
November 16, 1940. Myron Avery to J. W. Smith, General Passenger Agent, Bangor and
Aroostook Railroad, Bangor, Maine.
Dear Mr. Smith:
Thank you for your letter of October 29, which is quite reassuring, I had thought that, by reason
of my numerous contributions, the management of In the Maine Woods, as well as its readers,
would welcome my silence, I appreciate your compliment and I am sorry to have to say that, by
reason of the nature of my travels and activities for the past year, I have nothing in mind for this
year.
I presume that you still have available sufficient photographs from those which we have sent you
previously. There is still another collection which we hope to pass on to you during the next year
but it will not be available in time for this year’s publication.
I am sending a copy of your letter to the publicity director of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club
with the thought that she may have in mind some contribution. Do you recall the article sent in a
couple of years ago by Miss Stuart of the travels of two girls over 100 miles of The Appalachian
Trail? You did not use the manuscript then but if you do not have it and if it would be of any
interest to you, I think we would obtain it now and have it resubmitted.
If Miss Stephenson, of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, has any material available, you will
hear from her very shortly. Please feel free to call on me if there is anything further which I can
do in the matter.
Your letter leaves me a good opportunity to remind you of an earlier letter to the effect that you
would be in a position to send me bound copies of the new booklets put out under your
management. I have only the last one of that series of four.
Copy to Miss Stephenson
Mr. Hayden (This man is to get the Taylor photos when finished.)
November 20, 1940. Robert T. Moore, Sunny Gables, Pasadena, California, to Myron
Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Your letter of Nov. l has been forwarded to me from Pasadena, California. I am still in New
York, although dictating this letter on a cylinder to be transcribed by my secretary in Pasadena.
In fact I shall be here until Nov. 27, when I leave for Boston and shall be in Boston thereafter
until Dec.18, at the Commander Hotel, Cambridge, Massachusetts.
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In reply to your letter I might say you will undoubtedly recall, you suggested that I make an
application to the United States Geographic Board to have the name "Borestone" established as
the name recognized by the Board. I particularly requested that you go down with me personally
and you very courteously made it clear that you would not do so. The implication, although
couched in the friendliest manner, was perfectly obvious. Neverthless, I did make the application
in letter, but was never even granted an opportunity by the Board to present my case. Knowing
the keen interest the Historian of your conference had in the matter, there has been little question
in my mind as to why I was not granted a hearing. Regardless of the Historian's prejudiced point
of view, had you taken the trouble to go with me personally before the Board, stating to them
either personally, or by letter, that your researches proved that the name "Borestone" had priority
in time, then regardless of the future action of the Board, I would have felt very differently
towards the request of the Appalachian Trail Conference.
However, now that you are placing the matter on the basis of the interest of the "public”, you are
apparently unaware of the fact, the road which you wish the Trail Conference and the public to
use, is positively a private road, has always been locked with a gate, and has never under any
circumstances been open to the public; in the second place, Mr. Guernsey has cleared a "trail" by
another route and I am informed that the public has been using this trail during the past year. It is
true that I have not given express permission to anyone to make use of this trail over my property,
for circumstances might arise under which I might want to definitely forbid the use of it. Due to
the failure of the Appalachian Trail Conference to co-operate with me in an attempt to establish
the name "Borestone", which has priority in time over any other name, I would respectfully
suggest that the re-opening of this matter by the Conference would be an expression of
willingness of the Conference to co-operate with the owner and the lessor of Borestone Mountain,
to have the correct spelling adopted.
Finally permit me to say that there is no "situation with respect to 'Great Pond'," in regard to
Borestone. Borestone ponds are not "Great Ponds" under the law of the state of Maine, but are
specifically covered by a special law, as you can readily ascertain.
Now finally as to Mr. Guernsey's interest in the matter, although I cannot speak for him, I am
confident that if the Conference would show a different attitude and a real desire to co-operate,
there will be no difficulty in obtaining permission to use the "trail" which according to my son
who covered it this year, is the best one up the mountain; of course, said permission being so
worded as to in no way prejudice the right of the owner to forbid the use of it to the general
public at any time.
Finally, permit me Mr. Avery to say that I fully appreciate that you are a very courteous
gentleman and I am convinced, that you were personally very sorry that the Historian took the
prejudiced position she did. With my heart I send my warm personal regards to you.
P.S. I wish to call your attention to the fact that I have not "refused" the Appalachian Trail
Conference permission to use the trail. As you can readily understand, it would be decidedly
undesirable from the standpoint of the Conference to misrepresent my position in the matter in
its booklet. A true statement of my position, if its wording is approved by me, would not be
objectionable to me. Any other would.
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November 22, 1940. K. N. Clark, Acting Chief of Hazard Reduction, New England Forest
Emergency Project, Boston, Mass.
Dear Mr. Avery:
Your letter of November 15 is received and we note your confirmation of our understanding of
the work remaining to be done on the Appalachian Trail in Maine to complete the work agreed
upon in Washington last August. We will be pleased to use our best efforts to accomplish that
work during the summer of 1941 subject to our ability to obtain the necessary cooperation of the
State and the Army as stated in our letter of November 6.
Since the work mentioned in the latter part of your letter of the 16th was not included in the
understanding at Washington and since the approval there obtained was on the distinct assurance
that no further requests would be made, it does not appear that we can, at this time, consider
undertaking this additional work. If at some later date we have a camp so situated that the trail
can be reached within the normal work area of the camp, we would then be in a position to
consider doing work which could so be reached. This condition does not now exist in Maine and
hence we must limit our work to that agreed upon in Washington and covered by our letter of
November 6.
November 25, 1940. Myron Avery to Everett Greaton, Executive Secretary Maine
Development Commission Augusta, Maine
Dear Everett:
I have your letter of November 14, 1940. Apparently you are referring to two of my letters--one
of November 14 in which I referred to your plan of having the boards made and painted by the
CCC camp, and the other dictated quite some time ago but held until we could obtain from
Ranger Dyer a page of the sign list which was to be corrected. This accounts for the delay in
your receipt of a letter which was written very much earlier. For some reason or other, I am
unable to find at this time a carbon of that earlier letter so that I cannot clear up the ambiguity in
my letter to which you refer. I rather think that I was commenting on the fact that, by reason of
the changed cover and additional photographs, your new issue of the Mountain booklet was
really a second edition rather than a re-print.
1 assume that you still plan to take up with the Forest Commissioner the matter of the CCC
project for the signs, as this would seem to be an opportunity for making progress in the matter.
{Copy Park. Copy to Katahdin File}
November 27, 1940. Myron Avery to E. G. Amos, Chief, Division of Hazard Reduction,
New England Forest Emergency Project, Boston, Mass.
Dear Sir:
I have your letter of November 22 in reply to my letter of November 16.
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The comment in my letter of November 16 seems to have left with you an unintended impression.
My comment as to the status or the end result of the CCC trail work in Maine was not intended
as a request for additional work by the CCC. In view of the activity over a number of years by
the CCC crews, I had thought that it would be of interest to have me summarize the situation. I
am sorry if my thought in that connection left with you the impression which I gather from the
second paragraph of your letter.
We are gratified, however, to have your suggestion that if, at some future time, you have a camp
so situated that this work might be reached within the normal work area of that camp, you would
be in a position to consider the matter.
November 29, 1940. Alfred Edgerly, THE AMC TRADER, Boston, Mass., to Myron Avery
{Miss Stephenson. Miss Park. This may interest you.}
Dear Mr. Avery:
The owner of The Hermitage--on West Branch Pleasant River, has been forced to remove to the
South--with his business, and he wishes to dispose of all his holdings in Maine. He has given a
friend of mine an option on this camp, thus placing the matter of sale entirely in my friend's
hands.
This friend has delegated me to start the hunt for the right purchaser.
You know the camp, of course, but I will supply some of the details.
Main camp will take care of 12 persons. It is nicely furnished, there is a fireplace, Bath, etc.
A second large camp houses the dining room and kitchen, fully and finely equipped.
In addition, there are two private double camps all equipped, an outside cellar, a fine spring etc.
together with what is said to be - perhaps, the finest small stand of pine in Maine. Each tree is
estimated to contain about 1000 ft. of lumber; the entire stand is estimated to cut 150,000 ft. and
to possess a sound value equal to about one-half of the asking price for the entire property.
Excellent hunting and fishing.
Appalachian Trail passes through the yard.
Purchaser would get a Warranty Deed.
Place is said to have a fair value in excess of 3,000.00.
Built, occupied and owned by the man who moved out- finally, about Nov. 20,1940. A care-taker
has been on the job every year, from Fall until Fishing season opened.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1940 – Compiled by David Field – Page

271

All building constructed from Cedar logs, peeled, shellaced and varnished each season.
For the right man it would make a fine sporting camp, or an unusually fine wilderness private
camp.
The owner has maintained this fine camp for his personal use as a place in which to entertain
business associates and their families and my friend has been the cook there ever since the camp
was built.
Owner has been accustomed to drive up to within two miles of camp, but I'd say he was a brute
with an auto; I would choose to buckboard in - all the way from K.I., or in any event, I'd not care
to push my car beyond the Upper Farm. But cars have often been driven much further in.
As to the acreage, as well as the right of way in, over Prentiss & Carlisle--and possibly one other
holding, I expect soon to have the details.
It looks to me like an excellent buy for the person who may be interested in owning a truly fine
wilderness camp--and owning it right. One would probably be quite safe in buying it for
speculation, for the fishing and hunting are good, the place is directly at the foot of Gulf Hagas,
it is in the midst of some fine forest, etc., it is not too far from Long Pond, it is on Appalachian
Trail, and it is near to quite a number of fine Mts. and places of natural and sporting interest.
It occurs to me that in your prowling about the country - and with your wide acquaintanceship
among out-of-door enthusiasts, you may encounter some person who would be glad to get an
early tip on the availability of The Hermitage. If you do meet such a person and will direct him
to me, I shall be happy to tell him all I know about the place, and steer him to the person who
has the place immediately in charge.
November 30, 1940. Jean Stephenson to J. F. Smith, Bangor & Aroostook Railroad, Bangor,
Maine
Dear Mr. Smith:
On my return to Washington I found awaiting me a copy of Mr. Avery’s letter of November 16.
I had assumed that Mr. Avery would have some material for you this year and feel rather
chagrined that I had not realized that due to circumstances during the past year he would not
have had an opportunity to prepare anything.
Had I a little more time I would certainly take pleasure in getting up some material for you. We
all enjoy In the Maine Woods so much and like to see some mention of the Appalachian Trail in
every issue.
Not long ago purely for my own pleasure I wrote a rather impressionistic account of my own
travels over the Trail. While quite different from anything you have usually used it occurred to
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me you might like something of this sort for a change. I am therefore enclosing a copy. If you do
not want to use it please be frank to say so and return it.
I might say further that if there is any particular type of thing you have in mind that you would
like to have for In the Maine Woods in connection with the Appalachian Trail I will be glad to
prepare it or to have it prepared for you. We still have quite a few pictures which 1 believe you
have not heretofore used and if you would like them I would be glad to send them. Particularly I
could send you some to illustrate the story I am enclosing. If there is any other way I can assist
you please call on me.
PRELIMINARY ANNOUNCEMENT OF TRIPS ON
THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE
{Uncorrected 12/4/40}
Previously, in 1935 and 1939, Potomac Appalachian Trail Club parties have traveled The
Appalachian Trail route from Katahdin to Monson, a distance of 116 miles. This eastern section
of the Trail, by reason of the lakes and unusual features, has made for unusual excursions. For
the summer of 1941, the Trail Club announces a continuation west across Maine from the
terminus of the 1935 and 1939 trips. This excursion will extend from Blanchard to the Rangeley
Lakes at the base of Mt. Saddleback. The route will traverse Moxie Bald and Pleasant Pond
Mountains, Mt, Bigelow, with its 20 miles of spruce and fir, cathedral-like trails, Sugarloaf,
Maine's second highest Mountain, Spaulding Mountain and the massive range of Saddleback.
In addition, the route traverses the great bend of Dead River, the Arnold Trail, immortalized in
Kenneth Robert's ARUNDEL, the route of Benedict Arnold's march through the Maine
wilderness. Accommodations will be at comfortable sporting camps along the route. Although
the section involves more strenuous travel than the eastern portion of the Trail, a day's travel will
be moderate. A detailed announcement and schedule will be issued in the near future.
Approximately nine days will be devoted to the trip in the last week of August and the first week
of September. Prior to this excursion and connecting with it, there will be a work trip of the
Maine Appalachian Trail Club to repaint The Appalachian Trail from Moxie Pond to and
including the Barren-Chairback Range. This will occupy five days. Members of other
organizations affiliated with The Appalachian Trail Conference are cordially invited to
participate in the Maine work trip.
December 6, 1940. Stanley B. Attwood to Myron Avery
Friend Myron:
Mr. Paul L. Bean, agent of the Union Water Power and Androscoggin Reservoirs Cos., Lewiston,
is very desirous of getting photographs of the Rangeley Lake Region. He has been unable to
make any headway with the U.S.G.S.
The coast guard recently made air photos of points at which pollution entered the Androscoggin
River. He obtained these only to discover they had sent him reversed prints.
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When the USGS asked for additional data for the Rangeley survey party, Mr. Bean dropped
everything to help. He told me today: “Probably no man could make better use of these photos
than I.”
Re the coast guard photos, Bean said he was greatly disappointed but hasn’t said anything about
it as he didn’t want to give anybody the satisfaction of thinking he was complaining.
Re the others: He certainly would like to get them. So I told him I would write you to see if you
have enough drag to get a set. Anything in the nature of assurance they would be used only in a
proper manner can be given freely.
Bean has been very helpful to me and, on occasion, to the MAC.
Any effort you may make will be appreciated, even though it doesn’t get any results. Since I told
Bean I would write you, will you let him know how it comes out. His address is 11 Lisbon street,
city.
Come to think of it, you may know him.
Total snowfall so far about two feet plus, all very light and all still on the ground. And it’s still
15 days to winter
December 10, 1940. Myron Avery to W. H. Sawyer Jr., Lewiston, Maine
Dear Will:
Your letter of December 8th.
It is good to hear from you again. 1 have been rushed with work and as there was no definite
word from Life project I had not written you.
I, personally, did not expect that any article would appear for some little time. The photographer
went off on another assignment after running into a snowstorm with Crowder in the Blue Ridge
on the end of the job. The person who was to write it has been ill. The photos first have to be
selected and then the story built up. I understand that has not been done but it is expected it will
be soon. Crowder plans to be here on the 14th and see Miss Pifer who has charge of the project.
(I don’t expect to be here then.) I am sending your letter on to him and asking him to send you a
carbon of what he writes me as to prospects. I don't expect any immediate publication and will
keep you posted.
Crowder has to check captions etc. with the magazine. I know your interest and I am passing the
letter on to tell him to do all he can for the B.O.C. But after the story in last Sunday’s Telegram I
don't think Bates Outing Club needs any more publicity for a while. That was quite a write-up.
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My plans: I have to go to Lubec soon. Perhaps this week-end. I doubt if I can find time to stop
over but as soon as possible I want to go to Augusta with you to see Rendall. There are also
doings on foot about Katahdin too.
The slide collection is nearly ready. The reel is promised for January. You know I have very
much in mind to get them to Maine and show them at the first opportunity. As soon as they are
ready you will hear from me.
I will certainly see you in January and until then—With best regards to yourself and Mrs. Sawyer
Copy Mr. Crowder: Please send Professor Sawyer full information and though a Bowdoin man
ought not to do it, step out for the B. O. C. here.
December 11, 1940. Edward W. Connors, CCC, Augusta, Maine, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Complying with your note of the 10th, we are enclosing a copy of the latrine plan which you
submitted to our Boston Office in August and which in turn was forwarded to us. We wish to
thank you for the Appalachian Publication No. 12 Bulletin which contains plans of the
Appalachian Trail Lean-to. We presume that you will send a similar bulletin to Mr. Rawson.
We read with much interest and incidentally, satisfaction, the article which described the work
done this past season on the Appalachian Trail in Maine by our Bridgton Camp. We intend to
paste this in our CCC "Scrapbook". {You will have copy of my letter to him. Check over
Trailway News item to see that it is entirely commendatory.}
CC: Mr. L.C. Rawson 209 Washington St. Boston, Mass.
December 11, 1940. Myron Avery to B. L. Hadley, Assistant Superintendent, Acadia
National Park Bar Harbor, Maine
Dear Ben:
I assume that you received my letter of some time back with respect to matters that I wanted to
talk to you about sometime.
I am going to be in Lubec on the 16th and 17th and I thought I would ascertain whether you
would be at Bar Harbor during that time. What I had in mind was that I could take the night train
out of Washington County, spend Tuesday night at Bar Harbor and see you Wednesday morning.
If you would send me a note at Lubec telling me whether or not this would be convenient,
I would appreciate it. I will of course let you know definitely what I am able to do after I learn
your convenience in the matter.
December 12, 1940. Myron Avery to Alfred H. Edgerly, Room 942, 50 State Street Boston,
Massachusetts
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Dear Mr. Edgerly:
I have your letter of November 29, 1940.
I am of course quite familiar with the Hermitage and the surrounding territory as I have been in
that region on a number of occasions. It is, as you say, the center of a very interesting locality,
although the Seaboard Paper Company’s lumber operations will mar the Barren-Chairback area.
However, the intention of the company to "tote" to its camps from Bodfish Farm will minimize
these difficulties. You perhaps know that automobiles have been driven to Long Pond by reason
of the Seaboard's improvement of the Pleasant River Road.
Your letter corrects an erroneous impression. I had thought that this camp was owned by the
Advance Bag & Paper Company. Your letter indicates that it is privately owned.
I have in past years received many inquiries as to the availability of places such as the Hermitage
and I shall be very glad to be of any possible assistance to you. You might indicate the owner's
asking price.
I assume that you know that the State Development Commission has some sort of a list of
properties of this kind which it makes available to inquirers. It might be that apprising Everett P.
Greaton, Executive Secretary of the Commission, of this matter would be of some value.
I shall be at pains to mention the availability of the Hermitage to all people who might possibly
be interested.
December 13, 1940. Jean Stephenson to James W. Sewall, Old Town, Maine
Dear Mr. Sewall:
The Portland Sunday Telegram for December 8 carried an article on CCC work written by me
which you may have noticed. I had furnished them, to illustrate it, several photographs from The
Appalachian Trail Conference collection. When I saw the article in print I found they had used
the photograph of the unusual Appalachian Trail sign at The Horn’s Pond, Mount Bigelow which
was, of course, most appropriate.
However, to my horror I also found that the only acknowledgment was to The Appalachian Trail
Conference. No acknowledgment was given to the one to whom we are really indebted for it, that
is yourself.
I am very, very sorry indeed for this omission. It is quite surprising how accidents of this kind
will occur; while I know you will be good enough to feel that it is immaterial to you whether you
receive credit for the photograph or not, still I do not wish either myself or the Conference to
seem guilty of such a discourtesy. I am sure you can appreciate that once in a while these things
will happen.
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I thought the picture and the article together made a rather attractive story and am only sorry that
proper credit was not given for the picture.
December 13, 1940. Jean Stephenson, The Conard 13th & I Streets, N. W. Washington, D.
C., to Stanley B. Attwood
Dear Mr. Attwood:
Under date of November 30 I sent a news story to the Lewiston Sun-Journal on Trail Travel in
Maine. While the item itself as you will see was short I enclosed with it a number of pictures.
I had an additional copy of the letter and article which I was intending to send to you at the same
time so you might know what was being done but in some unaccountable manner the copy was
delayed in being mailed and by December 3 I had received back the article and pictures saying
they could not be used.
I wonder if you can give me any suggestions as to where it can be placed. You will notice that it
was designed primarily for use in Western Maine. At the same time I sent a story on the CCC
work to the Portland Telegram which was used on December 8, and we are furnishing the
Portland Telegram with another article for use very soon on the registration cylinder at Katahdin.
I mention this so you can see why I do not feel we can send this to the Portland paper.
In order to save wear and tear on the pictures I am not enclosing them with this but if you can
think of where the article might be used I can send the pictures to you to send with it, or if you
will return the article I can forward them all together.
The point is that we would like to call attention to the fact that travel in the western mountains in
Maine is increasing and in fact last summer at least that section was more popular than the more
publicized regions further east.
I will appreciate it very much if you can do anything to help this article or a revision of it.
December 13, 1940. Myron Avery to Stanley B. Attwood Box 165 Lewiston, Maine
Dear Stan:
I have been delayed in replying to your letter of December 6. I am a little uncertain as to what to
say, as I am not aware of the Coast Guard activity except that I know generally of these pollution
problems. What I do not understand is why there is not a simple answer to Mr. Bean's problem
by writing to the Coast Guard, returning the reversed prints, and asking for proper copies. It
would seem an error that could be readily corrected. Unless there are some factors which I do not
appreciate I should think this would be the way to handle it.
As far as the Geological Survey is concerned, I am satisfied that they have nothing which they
could give out now, apart from their policy in this matter, which does seem to be lacking in
reciprocity when the circumstances of this particular case are considered.
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I know that the field party is just getting back to Washington and all that they have are rough
pencil sketches. During the winter the sketches are inked out and then the advance copy appears.
Sometimes we can obtain a photograph of the ink sketch when the advance sets are delayed in
appearing. When I am there I will keep in touch with the progress of the sets during the winter
but I am satisfied that there is nothing to be had from the survey for quite some time.
Please explain to Mr. Bean that I should be glad to help him in every practical way but I hope
that another application to the Coast Guard may clear up his problems.
December 13, 1940. Alfred Edgerly, Boston, Mass., to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Acknowledging with thanks your letter of 12th Inst., re “The Hermitage". will say that the owner
values this set of camps at what they actually cost him--upwards of 3,000.00, an amount
considerably less than would have been the case had the place been built by other than his own
crew, employing material (logs) cut on company-controlled land. ASKING- PRICE 2,000.00
As I think I told you in previous letter, the camp is furnished--well furnished.
What I may not have told you, the land (some six to seven acres) upon which camp rests, is one
of the rare locations occupied by sporting camps in the Penobscot watershed, which may be
owned outright by the purchaser of the camp.
I believe I did tell you that on this property an estimated 150,000 ft. fine White Pine having a
value equal to about one-half asking price.
Did not know that Seaboard Co. was operating near Barren-Chalrback area. When I saw them,
they were taking pulpwood on the slopes of Baker Mt. and their wood was being driven down W.
Br. Pleasant.
I do know that commencing in Fall of 1927 (I believe) the Pleasant River Pulp Co. was starting
in upon an extensive hardwood operation up Long Pond Stream from Bodfish Intervale. They
were setting their mill in place at that time and planned to sled their stuff out over Lake Onawa
on their way to the railroad.
Many thanks for your valued suggestion re State Development Commission; I’ll contact them at
once.
December 13, 1940. Jean Stephenson, The Conard 13th & I Streets, N. W. Washington, D.
C., to Richard Hallet, Portland Sunday Telegram, Portland, Maine
Dear Mr. Hallet:
I read with much pleasure your article in the Portland Sunday Telegram of December 8 on the
Bates College Outing Club. After reading it I feel very much more acquainted with the Bates
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College Outing Club which, as you know, is one of the maintaining organizations of The
Appalachian Trail, and in which therefore I take an especial interest.
In your article the brief paragraphs on The Appalachian Trail presented a clear and sympathetic
picture of that project so it occurred to me you might be interested in doing a more extensive
feature article either on the Trail in Maine alone, or on the entire Trail from Maine to Georgia, if
not now, some time in the future.
In order that you may be more fully acquainted with The Appalachian Trail I am, under separate
cover, sending you a copy of Guide to The Appalachian Trail in Maine, The Appalachian Trail,
(a descriptive pamphlet on the project), The Silver Aisle, (a descriptive account of the Trail
across Maine), The Trail Manual, which outlines the technique of clearing and maintaining
Trails, and several newspaper articles on various sections of the Trail, as well as the map of the
Katahdin region recently issued by The Trail Conference.
In Guide to The Appalachian Trail in Maine I would particularly call your attention to the section
on the Katahdin region as it is the most comprehensive description of that section of Maine and
of the Trails in that area appearing in print anywhere.
I am also sending you copies of Appalachian Trailway News which is the official publication of
The Appalachian Trail Conference. Many references to the Trail in Maine appear in this
publication.
It is of course quite probable that you will not have time to read all of the material I am sending,
but I would suggest that you retain it in your library for reference purposes and from time to time
browse through it as times and inclination permit. I am sure you will find much contained therein
which will give you suggestions for stories.
It may interest you to know that The Appalachian Trail Conference is sponsoring a hiking trip
next summer in the latter part of August or early September, probably from Yoke Ponds across
the Bigelow Range. In 1939 over forty people, divided into three parties, made a similar trip in
the Katahdin region and south, 120 miles, to Monson.
As possibly you know, the Chairman of The Appalachian Trail Conference who is also Overseer
of Trails for the Maine Appalachian Trail Club is a Maine man, Myron H. Avery of Lubec,
Maine, and New York City where he is with the U. S. Maritime Commission, 45 Broadway.
Mr. Avery expects to be in Maine during December and possibly in early January. If you are
interested in The Trail as the background of a story and can drop him a note either at Lubec or
New York City, I am sure he can arrange it so he can see you and give you quite a good story.
There are many aspects of The Trail which might well be “written up” for the papers.
December 14, 1940. Myron Avery to Edward W. Connors, CCC, Augusta, Maine
Dear Mr. Conners:
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Thank you very much for your letter of December 11, enclosing the sketch of the latrine plans.
Previously we had sent a number of Appalachian Trail Publication #10 with plans of the lean-to
to Mr. Rawson.
I am wondering if your Boston office also had an opportunity to see the article in the Sunday
Telegram about the CCC work. You might think it advisable to forward a copy to that office for
its record. There will be an article on the work in the January 1941 issue of Appalachian
Trailway News which I think will be equally to your satisfaction.
cc: Miss Stephenson
December 16, 1940. Myron Avery to Jewel Paint and Varnish Company, 345 North
Western Avenue, Chicago, Illinois.
Attention: Mr. J. A. Zimmerman, Sales Manager.
Gentlemen:
I refer to your latter of December 4th in reply to my letters of November 20th and 30th.
We wish to order the additional twelve gallons of paint, consisting of nine gallons of white and
three gallons of blue for Appalachian Trail use in quart cans. It is our understanding that the
price is $2.04 per gallon plus the freight charges of $3.72, as quoted by you.
The paint is to be sent as follow:
3 gallons white, 1 gallon blue to Harry Davis, Monson, Maine.
2 gallons white, 1 gallon blue to Earl Perham, Long Pond Camps, Katahdin Iron Works, Maine.
1 gallon white to J. M. Harris, Troutdale Cabins, P.0. The Forks, Maine.
3 gallons white, 1 gallon blue to Myron H. Avery, 127 Hunter Avenue, Tarrytown. New York.
Bill to be made out to The Appalachian Trail, Inc., and sent to me.
As the quantities to be shipped are slightly larger than those mentioned in my letter, I understand
that the freight rates may be slightly in excess of those quoted as a result of the inquiries which
you kindly made for us in this connection.
Please be sure that there is no error in the matter and that the paint is not sent freight collect.
December 16, 1940. Myron Avery to Earl W. Perham, Long Pond Camps, Katahdin Iron
Works, Maine.
Dear Mr. Perham:
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We are getting our paint sent in for use next year on The Appalachian Trail in Maine and, as it
would save expense, we took the liberty of sending in your care the paint we expect to use in
1941 on the Trail in your section. This paint is as follows:
2 gallons of white and 1 gallon of blue.
I hope it will not inconvenience you to hold it until we need it. I realize the paint may arrive after
your camp is closed and hope it will cause you no trouble to hold it over the winter until you go
to camp. The paint is sent prepaid. If any charge should be made, will you please pay it and
advise us so we can reimburse you. We would appreciate very much your sending the enclosed
addressed card so we will know that the paint has arrived.
We appreciate your cooperation in this matter.
December 16, 1940. Myron Avery to Harry Davis, Monson, Maine.
Dear Mr. Davis:
We are getting our paint sent in for use next year on The Appalachian trail in Maine and, as it
would save expense, we took the liberty of sending in your care the paint we expect to use in
1941 on the trail in your section. this paint is as follows:
3 gallons white and 1 gallon of blue.
I hope this will not inconvenience you to hold it until we need it. the paint is sent prepaid. If any
charge should be made, will you please pay it and advise us so we can reimburse you. We would
appreciate very much your sending the enclosed addressed card so we will know that the paint
has arrived.
We appreciate your cooperation in this natter.
December 16, 1940. Myron Avery to J. M. Harris, Troutdale Cabins, The Forks, Maine.
Dear Mr. Harris:
We are getting our paint sent in for use next year on The Appalachian Trail in Maine and, as it
would save expense, we took the liberty of sending in your care the paint we expect to use in
1941 on the Trail in your section, This paint is as follows:
1 gallon of white
I hope it will not inconvenience you to hold it until we need it. The paint is sent prepaid. If any
charge should be made, will you please pay it and advise us so we can reimburse you. We would
appreciate very much your sending the enclosed addressed card so we will know that the paint
has arrived.
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We appreciate your cooperation in this matter.
December 19, 1940. Myron Avery to Alfred H. Edgerly, Room 942 - 53 State Street Boston,
Massachusetts
Dear Mr. Edgerly:
Thank you for your letter of December 13.
The Seaboard's operation north of Pleasant River has been finished. The operation on the BarrenChairback will cover three or four years more. Seaboard has bought the stumpage from the
American Thread Company and the Advance Bag and Paper. You will find the details of this
operation and its effect on the Trail route referred to in recent issues of Trailway News and
supplements to the Maine guidebook.
I have not been in Washington for over a year. My address is that appearing at the end of my
letter of the 12th.
I trust that you will be able to make progress in this matter and you may be sure that I will
furnish any possible assistance.
December 19, 1940. Myron Avery to J. F. Smith, General Passenger Agent, Bangor &
Aroostook Railroad, Bangor, Maine
Dear Mr. Smith:
As I was passing through Bangor on December 18 I called at your office. I was sorry to have
missed you.
I understand from Miss Stephenson that she has forwarded an article to you. We will be
interested to know whether you expect to make use of it. I understand that you still have a good
supply of photographs on hand.
I am sorry to have missed you for I should have liked to have an opportunity to learn of your
plans for the forthcoming issue of “In the Maine Woods”.
{Jean, Marion, Avery}
December 20, 1940. Myron Avery to Robert T. Moore, Sunny Gables, Pasadena, California
My dear Mr. Moore:
I have your letter of November 20.
I am sorry indeed that I had not known that you were to be in New York for an extended period,
for this is obviously a matter which can be handled much more satisfactorily by discussion than
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by letter writing. It is a situation where it is easy to create unintended erroneous impressions, by
letter.
I have gone over in my mind again the points covered in the second paragraph of your letter. It is
obvious that there is a decided misunderstanding. You speak of a historian of the Conference,
who apparently took some notion in this Boarstone matter. The Conference has no such officer.
Neither did any Conference officer take any action. I am very much puzzled by your reference. It
occurs to me that perhaps you refer to Mrs. Fannie Hardy Eckstorm, well known for her Maine
writings. Mrs. Eokstorm is not connected with the Conference in any manner. If any views of
Mrs. Eckstorm are in the Board’s files on this matter, the opinions are her own--like any Maine
citizen.
For the Board's use, the Conference deposited its Maine Guide. I wrote the note on the various
forms of Boarstone. You saw my note before its publication and took no exception to it. The
Conference took no other action. It occurs to me that this misunderstanding may go to a
fundamental matter and explaining the situation will relieve the Conference of a burden under
which it labors.
I must say that 1 have no recollection of all the details of your second paragraph. I can hardly
think that I refused to be courteous enough--if I had the opportunity-- to go with you to the
Geographic Board and introduce you. I can, however, readily believe that I would have said I did
not feel in a position to appear as your advocate. As to that, I do not see where I was in error and
it seems to me now, as then, that my attitude was correct. It was obvious that application for
rehearing should be made by the party primarily concerned, yourself. It is not the policy of the
Board, except in exceptional circumstances, to hold public hearings. I would assume that the
material which you forwarded with your application for a re-hearing was duly considered by the
Board. I am sure that you must have followed up the matter so that you know whether or not a
reconsideration of the matter was had. You will permit me to say that I was not informed by you
that you had adopted my suggestion.
However, I am afraid that we are permitting the primary matter to become somewhat obscured.
My particular problem at the present time is to make, in "Guide to the Appalachian Trail in
Maine”, a statement as to whether or not the former route to Boarstone can be utilized. For
obvious reasons I should prefer to include in the guidebook a statement dictated by you. You
have, I believe, the manuscript or at least the old edition of the Guide, so that there will be no
problem in putting in, as a footnote, a statement by the owner of the area as to whether or not the
route can be used. The statement that I have in mind is, of course, one strictly relating to the use
of the route for access to the mountain and not the matter of any difficulty with respect to the
name.
I have stated so frequently that I am sure you have no misunderstanding on the score that we are
not trying to obtain a privilege for Appalachian Trail Conference members, for their number is
few. What I want to do is to make a correct statement as to whether or not this trail and road will
be available. On the information which I presently have, I should be obliged to insert as a
footnote to the chapter: "The use of the road and trail to Boarstone, described in this Guide, is
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not now available to the public. The owner and lessee of the area have forbidden the use of this
route."
As to the new trail, I am only repeating what I was told locally. Offering it as a substitute seems
to have caused a great deal of dissatisfaction. As you know, it involves following the railroad
tracks for half a mile and is decidedly steep and rough. It involves much more climbing than the
old route and I was told in Monson by those who had gone that way that it was a most
unsatisfactory route.
I have wondered if a better substitute route would not have been from the old schoolhouse, back
of your camps and the ponds, coming into the route east of the ponds.
I can assure you that the local impression of the new trail is most unfavorable. I have previously
taken the liberty of saying that the local impression is that the action is apparently that of Mr.
Guernsey and has decidedly not contributed to his popularity. This is quite apart from our
question.
I shall consider it a decided courtesy if you will be good enough to tell me whether you wish any
change made in the footnote to which I have referred.
cc« Prof. Robert T. Matthews, Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio
December 21, 1940. Jean Stephenson to Stanley B. Attwood
Dear Mr. Attwood:
Many thanks for your letter of December 18.
I am glad you thought there might be a possibility of using the article. It is, I think, interesting
that the mountains of western Maine are attracting Trail travelers as they have this past summer.
I am enclosing the pictures I had in mind to illustrate the article. After they have served their
purpose you might return them, whether that purpose consists of reproduction or deciding not to
use them.
We have some more coming along down here, but one of the greatest difficulties is getting our
very few photographers to take time to furnish prints. They are always out again taking more
pictures.
No, I haven’t seen the mimeographed reports from the gentleman at Silver Spring. I am in his
bad graces to about the same extent as Myron Avery. We know him all too well. As a matter of
fact, his booklet on camping equipment includes all the material we had collected, and my ideas
on arrangement, and so forth, for a similar book for the Conference which he “lifted”. It has long
been my personal opinion that he wants to be chairman of the Trail Conference, hence his
campaign against Mr. Avery. Unfortunately for his success, he soon antagonizes every group
with which he tries to work.
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It certainly is too bad because he is full of energy and if it were not for his two chief faults of
feeling everyone is wrong except himself, and his desire to commercialize (with profit to
himself) everything coming his way particularly in connection with the Trail, he might be of
much help to the project. As it is, he is a decided detriment as he disseminates so much false
intelligence. To my way of thinking, he is merely an unmitigated nuisance, for we have to waste
so much time correcting his misinformation and smoothing down people he has stirred up.
Maybe I have a little personal feeling in the matter for in the days when I still hoped his
enthusiasm and energy could be utilized let him “take me in” to the extent of some $35, but I
honestly do not think this is the reason I feel as I do. I think it is too bad he has a summer camp
in Maine and goes there at all. The “dumb Dutch” (as he refers to our good friends in
Pennsylvania) made short work of him.*
When your series of the three Journal Magazine articles on your trip over the Mahoosucs comes
out please let me know. Not only would I like to have copies, but also I would like to mention
them in TRAILWAY NEWS. It will be particularly appropriate in the May issue as at that time I
want to include suggestions for trips during the summer.
With many thanks for anything you can do about the article,
*{I wrote Dr. Sawyer of the Bates Outing Club about our Silver Spring friend last year—you
might like a look at that letter some day if you want to feel aroused and also sorry for us down
here; having to struggle with the troubles he causes.}
[I assume that Jean is talking about Sterling Edwards. See the next letter.]
December 26, 1940. Lawson Reeves, Dryden, Maine, to Sterling Edwards, Marion [sic]
Avery and William Sawyer [Long hand-written letter.]
I wish to acknowledge receipt of a lengthy trail bulletin from Mr. Edwards postmarked Dec. 11. I
read this with a mixed reaction. Any trail data coming from an experienced hiker who is
accustomed to trail conditions in several other states is most valuable, desirable and welcome.
However, when any one criticizes public officials, state laws and Conference officials they
should state that they are doing so as individuals only, and are expressing their personal views
and not that of the Conference. Thus many embarrassing situations could be avoided.
Regarding the section from Route 4 to Frye brook, this whole distance together with the
additional distance from Route 4 to the lookout tower on Saddleback Mt. is maintained by the
Bates Outing Club. I took this trip the Aug. preceding the Sept. hurricane and the section from
the lookout tower to route 4 again this August. I found the trail both times in very good condition
except in spots and even these spots should cause no difficulty, only a little greater care. The
fact that there are such spots does not mean that the same standards and energy has not been
expanded [expended?] but that these particular places are harder to maintain and require greater
labor. These places are caused by annual growth, usually raspberry bushes in old woods roads.
Because the summers are so short and rain quite plentiful, this growth is unusually rapid. The
Bates Outing Club work their section in early June and a section can be good then, and yet the
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annual growth might cause some trouble in Aug. and Sept. I found this true on my own section
last summer. When I worked it on June 1st I found snow 4 ft. deep in ravines on the mountains.
The tote roads had a few raspberry bushes but when I went over this same section in mid-August
the bushes were really bad and were mowed early in Sept. Furthermore a man can mark, paint
and reclear 10 or 15 miles of mountain or heavy timber trail a day but by actual experience all I
could mow—by working hard and about 12 or 13 hours was one mile and this must be mowed
annually. Furthermore in these particular sections there is not enough travel to keep the bushes
and grass trampled down. Again, we do not desire graded trails similar to those in the south.
Here in Maine, the trails will always be pioneering trails, that is why they appeal so much to the
hardy hikers. Again, as the result of so much hurricane damage much time that normally would
be spent in maintaining the trail had to be expanded in reclearing and remarking. This has been
practically eliminated by now.
The very fact that the two young Penna men who had no difficulty in traversing the State in July
is proof that the trail is open all the way and in fair condition. Much improvement has been made
since then.
I think the maintaining groups in Maine have done a swell job and my hat is off to all of them
including the Bates Outing Club and specially Helon Taylor.
I believe it is a grave mistake for Mr. Edwards to recommend hikers in Maine to have guides.
There is no need of such a thing and personally a guide would take the pleasure out of a trip for
me. However, a person venturing for long distance on the trail in Maine should have a little
experience and in fact those who do take extended trips are those who are experienced.
Regarding the location of shelters or spacing of same I think a swell job has been done. They are
far enough apart so that a very short hike can be had between two for those who like to go slow,
explore or are old and slowing up or for women. The experienced hiker can easily cover the
distance between three shelters, or reach the first shelter at noon and the second shelter at night.
This is what I always do as my time is always limited. What more can anyone ask for.
In regards to shelter roofs leaking, here is a matter which should be taken care of as soon as
convenient. The only excuse of a shelter at all is a protection against rain. If it doesn’t rain a
person would just as soon sleep under the stars. If a roof leaks the shelter has no value at all. The
shelters on my section leak too. I do not know what the solution is. I do not like the idea of
composition shingles first because of the expense and secondly it takes away the pioneering
aspect which we in Maine cherish. When new shelters are made an experienced man should lay
the splits.
Regarding the building of fires and the attorney general’s ruling I feel that it would be much
better to let the Conference officials express such views themselves. There has been enough
unpleasant experiences in the past from persons who presume to speak with authority. These
laws are just. They are made to preserve the Maine forest, the timberlands and the public. In the
vicinities of lookout towers, which covers practically all wild land, they apply equally to Guides
and residents as well as non-residents. The state has provided State camp sites to accommodate
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its residents and guests and any infraction of its laws will be dealt with accordingly. It is an error
to send such impressions as the bulletin did throughout all the east.
Regarding registration cylinders: I cannot see any need to get excited. The cylinders at the
present time are not intended to show through travel but to get a check on the number of people
who visit the most popular spots. The money to be expanded for cylinders was limited and they
were placed where they would do the most good at the present time. I have asked for a cylinder
at either Poplar Ridge or Spaulding shelters on my section but funds are not available at present.
These would record through travel or at least week end trips over a wilderness territory.
What in the name of God does anyone want to carry a revolver on the A.T.? What possible use
could one have of a weapon. I would prefer to substitute a lb. of dry grub.
In several places Mr. Edwards speaks despairingly of Mr. Avery. What good your bulletin might
have done has been spoiled and lost by such remarks. It is not good etiquette. If a person objects
to certain policies it is his privilege to object to same especially when he pays the expenses.
However, I doubt if such criticism expresses the views of the members at large. I don’t know
how Mr. Avery stands with the members in Maryland but with us here in Maine who have had
the privilege of working and following the trails with him, he is tops.
No good is to be gained by being personal nor calling names. There is so much good to be done
that there isn’t time for carping.
Personally, I am pleased with the Trailway News as printed and I hope means will be found to
continue it. I place my copy in the local library after I am through with it.
May I suggest that next year Mr. Edwards start again at Route 4 and go East as far as his time
will allow. My section from Saddleback to Bigelow Village is 20 miles of the most rugged and
beautiful mountain climbing one can ask for. The trail here is good. Mr. Avery has suggested
several improvements to be made which will be done or corrected as soon as convenient. If the
contemplated C.C.C. crew does return next summer so much the better. If they do not we will get
accomplished as much as time will allow.
May I conclude by saying that when any bulletins are sent out they should express true
conditions or the persons should send a later bulletin correcting same.
1940. Undated note from Lawson Reeves to “Marion” Avery
Mr. Edwards must be the man whom you warned me about. Thought perhaps you might like a
couple copies of my reply. You may forward them anywhere that you think they will do the most
good.
LIST OF PEOPLE TO RECEIVE THE 1940 ISSUE OF “IN THE MAINE WOODS”
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{MATC File Part 67, File 40. Copy Park, Stephenson, K. File No. 11 D, Part 11, File 2; Me. File
A Part 40, File 66. See letters 12/20/39 A.J. Edmonds}
Myron H. Avery, Legal Division, U.S, Maritime Commission, 45 Broadway, New York City.
Myron H. Avery, 2035 Rosemount Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. (10 copies).
Prof. Leland H. Goodrich, Brown University, Providence, Rhode Island.
George H. Fernald, Jr., 244 South Station, Boston, Massachusetts.
Arthur Stupka, Great Smoky Mountains National Park, Gattlinburg, Tennessee.
Clair Sawtelle, Mahwah, New Jersey.
George T. Carlisle, Prentiss and Carlisle, Bangor, Maine.
Robert C. Stubbs, Forest Supervisor, Hallowell, Maine.
Mrs. Fannie Hardy Eckstorm, Wilson Street, Brewer, Maine.
James W. Sewall, Old Town, Maine.
Ludwig K, Moorehead, East Canaan, Connecticut.
Stanley B. Attwood, Box 165, Lewiston, Maine.
Helon Taylor, Eustis, Maine.
Gordon Hunt, Rangeley, Maine.
W. H. Sawyer, Jr., Bates College, Lewiston, Maine.
Mary Dorsey, 2001 Jefferson Street, Wilmington, Delaware.
Francis P. Farquhar; Mills Tower Building, San Francisco, California.
J. B. Dodge, Pinkham Notch Huts, Gorham, New Hampshire.
William B. Arnold, 434 North Lime St. Lancaster, Pennsylvania. (3 copies)
Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.
Maine State Library, Augusta, Maine.
K. M. Hamlin, American Thread Company, Milo, Maine.
Egbert H. Walker, 313 Holly Avenue, Takoma Park, Maryland.
H. C. Avery, Lubec, Maine (two copies).
Honorable Ralph 0. Brewster, House of Representatives, Washington, D.C.
Honorable Ralph 0. Brewster, Dexter, Maine.
Benjamin L. Hadley, Assistant Superintendent, Acadia National Park, Bar Harbor, Maine.
J. C. Mahar, c/o Trout Brook Farm, Patten, Maine.
Raymond Rendall, Secretary, Maine Park Commission, Alfred, Maine.
Mrs. Vivian Robb Boardman, 6639 - 32nd St., N.W., Washington, D.C.
Harry Ross, Rockland, Maine.
Ernest A. Dench, Ho-Ho-Kus, New Jersey.
John Mitchell, Patten, Maine.
Dr. Lore A. Rogers, 3635 S. St., N.W., Washington, D.C.
Mr. Guy W. Leadbetter, 4437 Cathedral Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C.
Mr. Keith Clark, U.S. Forest Service, 115 Chauncey St., Boston, Mass.
Caleb Scribner, Game Warden, Patten, Maine.
L. S. Cook, Great Northern Paper Company, Bangor, Maine.
Frank H. Speed, Secretary, Millinocket Chamber of Commerce, Millinocket, Me.
J. P. O’Connell, Katahdin Stream Campsite, Millinocket, Maine.
Richard Holmes, Katahdin Stream Campsite, Millinocket, Maine.
The Superintendent, CCC Camp, Jefferson, Maine.
Robert M. Hicks, Foreman, CCC Camp, Bridgton, Maine.
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Leon P. Brooks, Superintendent, CCC Camp, Bridgton, Maine.
Raymond Rendall, Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine.
Robert Fechner, Director, Civilian Conservation Corps, Washington, D.C.
Elizabeth May Craig, Press Building, Washington, D.C.
Edward W. Conners, 341 Water St,, Augusta, Maine.
George C. Collins, National Park Service, Washington, D.C.
Conrad L. Wirth, National Park Service, Washington, D.C.
Robert S. Monahan, Div. of Information and Education, U.S. Forest Service, Washington, D.C.
R. M. Evans, U.S. Forest Service, Region 7, Victor Building, Washington, D.C.
Miss Violet Morling, 3010 Wisconsin Avenue, N.W,, Washington, D.C. (2 copies}
Frank Hayden, Care of H. B. Leary & Bro., 1612 U. St. N.W. Washington, D.C.
Miss Dora Marquette, LaSalle Apartments, Washington, D.C.
Mark Taylor, 1703 Newton St. N.E., Washington, D.C.
George Beckett, Corneau and Frothingham, 13 Tremont St., Boston, Mass.
Don H. Stimpson, Fidelity Building, Portland, Maine.
Arthur H. Fogg, 43 Pleasant Street, Portland, Maine.
Louis Palmer Church, Hudson, New York.
Albert M. Fowler, Norcross, Maine.
R. Aubrey Bogley, Hibbs Building, Washington, D.C.
Mrs. Emma B. Whitney, Lewiston Journal, Lewiston, Maine.
Marcus J. Book, 101 Cherry St., Asheville, North Carolina
Lovejoy Harwell, Georgia Savings Building, Atlanta, Georgia
Ridsdale Ellis, Woolworth Building, 233 Broadway, New York City, N.Y.
Carl 0. Chauncey, 54 Mansfield St., Springfield, Massachusetts
Professor Louis B. Puffer, Green Mountain Club, 176 Loomis Street, Burlington, Vermont.
Dr. L. F. Schmeckebier, 722 Jackson Place, N.W., Washington, D.C.
Harold R. Leich, 2640 Woodley Place, N.W., Washington, D.C.
Anna M. Michener, 1622-29th St., N.W., Washington, D.C.
W. H. Hamlin, 60 Fearing St., Amherst, Massachusetts
Wallace M. Fay, Proctor, Vermont
Kennith H. Balsley, 309 College Avenue, Swarthmore, Pennsylvania
George W. Outerbridge, 1927 Spruce St., Philadelphia, Pa.
John P. Hutton, Kingsley House, East Liberty, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
Charles H. Warner, 764 Rock Street, Fall River, Massachusetts
Henry E. Childs, 335 Pleasant St., Rumford, Rhode Island
Philip J. Stone, 3024 Wisconsin Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C.
Ruth E. Lenderklng, 718 North Fulton Avenue, Baltimore, Maryland
Warren W. Watson, 609 Woodward Building, Washington, D.C.
Howard Olmsted, The Willard Hotel Washington, D.C.
F. F. Schuetz, Woolworth Building, 233 Broadway, New York City, N.Y.
Miss Harlean James, 901 Union Trust Building, Washington, D.C.
0sborne 0. Heard, 3940 Lowndes Ave. Baltimore, Maryland
Miss Marian Park, Asst. Secretary, Appalachian Trail Conference, 901 Union Trust Building,
Washington, D.C.
Mrs. Mary Jo Williams, Asst. Secretary, Appalachian Trail Conference, 5215 Kansas Ave.,
N.W., Washington, D.C.
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Miss Jean Stephenson, Editor, Appalachian Trailway News, The Conard Apartments,
Washington, D.C, (13th and Eye Sts. N.W,)
John Vondell, 30 Fearing St., Amherst, Massachusetts
Max H. Sauter, Box 473, Pittsfield, Massachusetts
Ned K. Anderson, Sherman P.O., Gaylordsville, Connecticut.
Frank Place, 529 West 142nd St., New York City, N.Y.
Murray H. Stevens, 3304 Greystone Avenue, Riverdale, New York, N.Y.
William Burton, 405 North Fullerton Av»., Upper Montclair, New Jersey
Louis C. Haas, 419 West North St., Bethlehem, Pennsylvania
Henry W. Woolman, 1523 North 20th St., Philadelphia, Pa.
Orville W. Crowder, 127 East North Avenue, Baltimore, Maryland.
J. F. Schairer, Carnegie Geophysical Laboratory, Washington, D.C.
Fred M. Davis, 209 Ninth St., Lynchburg, Va.
Elmer W. Phelps, 1011 S. Jefferson Avenue, Roanoke, Virginia
Paul W. Fink, Jonesboro, Tennessee
E. Guy Frizzell, University of Tennessee Experiment Station, Knoxville, Tenn.
Lowell S. Nicholson, 10 State Street, Boston, Massachusetts
Miss Ruth Hardy, 35 Garden Place, Brooklyn, N.Y.
Miss Christine L. Reid, 14 Hawthorn Road, Brookline, Massachusetts
Philip F, Chase, 241 Highland St., Milton, Massachusetts
Mary H. Constable, 25 West Cedar St., Boston, Massachusetts
R. Ammi Cutter, 62 Sparks St., Cambridge, Massachusetts
Hazel de Burard, 544 E. 16th St., Brooklyn, Mass.
Mrs. James W. Dunning, 60 East 94th St., New York City, N. Y.
Frederick Fish, 15 Cambridge Street, Winchester, Mass.
Charles S, French, University of Chicago, Chicago, Illinois
Anna S, Gifford, 15 Ashburton Place, Boston, Mass,
William E. Harris, 44 Langdon St., Cambridge, Mass,
Kenneth A. Henderson, 328 Chestnut St,. West Newton, Mass.
Marjorie Hurd, 4 Mercer Circle, Cambridge, Mass.
Edith D. Sprague, Weymouth St., Holbrook, Mass.
Philip W. Stocker, 25 Glendale Road, Marblehead, Mass.
Roger D. Swain, 70 Monument St., Concord, Mass,
Peter Woodbury, P. O. Box 148, Manchester, New Hampshire
Benton L. Hatch, 219 Bishop St,, New Haven, Connecticut
William P. Fowler, 60 State Street, Boston, Mass.
Irving Meredith, 201 Devonshire St., Boston, Massachusetts
Donald McClench, 101 Hopkins Place, Longmeadow, Mass.
H. Bradford Washburn, Jr., 3 Mason St., Cambridge, Mass.
Charles W. Blood, Barristers Hall, Boston, Massachusetts
Douglas M, Burkkett, 40 Trinity Place, Boston, Massachusetts
Henry B. Cross, Jr., 415 Brook Street, Providence, Rhode Island
Albert C. Sherman, Jr., 8 Central Avenue, Newtonville, Mass.
Charles W. Morse, Room 1000, 50 Congress Street, Boston, Mass.
E. Willard Gardiner, 324 Franklin St., Cambridge, Mass.
Robert W. Morgan, Millbrook Road, Wayland, Mass.
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Thomas D. Cabot, 77 Franklin Street, Boston, Massachusetts
Stuart MacMillan, 719 Main Street, Hingham, Mass.
Dean Peabody, Jr., 362 Clyde St.. Chestnut Hill, Mass.
Appalachian Mountain Club, 5 Joy Street, Boston, Mass.
Henry S. Hall, Jr., Coolidge Hall, Cambridge, Mess,
Percival P. Baxter, Portland, Maine.
*****
Sporting Camps
LeRoy Dudley, Chimney Pond, Millinocket, Maine,
Earle W. York, Daicey Pond Camps, Millinocket, Maine.
Earle W, York, Jr., Daicey Pond Camps, Millinocket, Maine.
Fred Clifford, Rainbow Lake Camps, Kokadjo, Maine.
Mrs. Robert McDougall, Nahmakanta Lake Camps, Norcross, Maine.
Wm. H. Myshrall, White House Camps, Millinocket, Maine.
Charles Berry, Yoke Pond Camps, Kokadjo, Miane
W. L. Arnold, Big Houston Pond Camps, Katahdin Iron Works, Maine.
Earl W. Perham, Long Pond Camps, Katahdin Iron Works, Maine.
F. M. Chadwick, West Branch Ponds, Kokadjo, Maine
William Dore, Long Pond Camps, Monson, Maine.
J. M. Harris, Troutdale Cabins, P.O. The Forks, Maine
Ralph Sterling, Pierce Pond Camps, Caratunk, Maine
E. S. Steele, East Carry Pond Camps, Carry Pond P. O. Maine.
R. H. Crawford, Togue Pond Camps, Millinocket, Maine.
Oliver R. Cobb, Katahdin Lake Camps, Millinocket, Maine
William F. Tracey, Stacyville, JIaine.
Review Copies
Richard V. Westwood, Nature Magazine, 1214-16th St, N.W., Washington, D. C.
Edmund Ware Smith, "Voyageur”, Hunting and Fishing, 64 Paradise Road, Northampton,
Massachusetts
George H. Collingwood, Forester, American Forests, 919-17th St., N. W., Washington, D. C.
Hugh W. Awtrey, Associate Regional Planner, National Park Service, Grace Securities Building,
Richmond, Va.
United States Travel Bureau, National Park Service, 45 Broadway, New York City, N. Y.
1940 – Maine A. T. Work—Paid for Trail Work
Clifford (West Branch to Nahmakanta)
Boynton (Nahmakanta Camps to Outlet)
Potter (Nahmakanta Outlet to Potaywadjo Ridge)
Berry (Church Pond to White Cap)
$35.00 commitment with $2.00 credit

$15.00
7.50
15.00
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Perham – Firewarden’s trail on White Camp to Barren-Chairback Range
$15 commitment
Monson – Harry Davis (Moxie to Barren-Chairback)
30.00
Supplementary work—
Moxie Bald
17.50
Lean-to on Moxie Bald to Barren-Chairback (Finley et al.) 23.00
Western Maine: Bigelow Range Work (thru Helon Taylor)

20.00

Paint purchased and sent Harry Davis (Distributed or used)
1940. [Undated, hand-written summary of mountain elevations]
1. Katahdin
2. Sugarloaf, Crockertown
3. Old Speck
4. Crocker
5. Bigelow
6. North Brother
7. Saddleback, Sandy River Plt.
(Bigelow, E/ Peak)
8. Baldpate
9. Abraham
10. The Horn, Madrid
11. Spaulding
12. Redington Pond Range

5,267
4,237
4,175
4.168
4,150
4,143
4.116
4,088
4,080
4,049
4,023
3,988
3,984

1940. Undated from Stanley B. Attwood to Myron Avery
Friend Myron:
Your estimate, please, on the area of Speck Pond. Have only seen it twice.
From my 1922 recollection I should have said two acres. After looking at it this year, I should
say six.
If you have any data on which to compute it, so much the better. Perhaps the USGS could get if
for you from air photos.
1940. Undated. [Hand-written memo with picture}
One of set of 24 arrived in 1940. Obtainable from Maine Development Commission and Maine
Publicity Bureau. See Katahdin stickers in Katahdin File 22—Part Eleventh.
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August, 1940. (Fifth Revision)
SIGNS FOR
THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE
(Numbers in parenthesis are sign numbers used in Second Revision. Third revision is dated
December, 1936. Fourth revision is dated November, 1938.)
[Arrows indicate direction indicated by sign or item on sign, if any.]
SECTION 1
(L. F. Schmeckebier, 722 Jackson Place, N.W., Washington, D.C., has stencils for signs in
Section 1.)
1. On summit of Katahdin
Katahdin
Northern Terminus of The Appalachian
Trail. A Mountain Footpath Extending
2,050 Miles to Mt. Oglethorpe , Georgia
A.T.C.
2. Same place as No. 1**
Register here; do not deface
by writing.
A.T.C.
3. (2) Same place as No. 1**
Appalachian Trail
Katahdin Stream Campsite 5.22 m.

5. (3) At junction of old and new
Hunt Trails (3.58 m.)
Appalachian Trail
Millinocket – Greenville Road 1.64 m.
Baxter Peak
3.58 m.
A.T.C.



6. (4) At east intersection of A.T.
and Millinocket-Greenville Road (5.22 m.)
Appalachian Trail
Waterfall
1.14 m.
Hunt Spur Lean-to
2.1 m.
Baxter Peak
5.22 m.
A.T.C.
7. (7) Same place as No. 6
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York’s Camps
Me. – N.H.Lne
A.T.C.

7.15 m.
265.96 m.

4. Same place as No. 1 (Sign made by Dr.
L. F. Schmeckebier in May, 1940, for
use with brass registration cylinder.)
It is most desirable to obtain an accurate
record of the number of people who
climb Katahdin and of weather conditions.
This purpose will be facilitated if each
person will register carefully, indicate the
consecutive number of the registrant and
state briefly the weather conditions or other
phenomena. The results will be published
in Appalachian Trailway News. This is a
worth while venture and we ask your
cooperation in obtaining an accurate
record and preserving it from injury.
The register is in the cylinder attached
to this post. Please see that top is
securely closed.
The Appalachian Trail Conference
901 Union Trust Building
Washington, D.C.
June, 1940
10. (9) Same place as No. 9
Appalachian Trail
Penobscot West Branch
3.15 m.
Rainbow Lake, Clifford’s
Camps
10.16 m.
A.T.C.
SECTION 2

8. Same place as Nos. 6 and 7
Metal mountain Appalachian
Trail Highway Crossing Sign
9. (8) At York’s Camps) (7.15 m.)
Appalachian Trail
Millinocket-Greenville Road 1.84 m.
Katahdin
7.15 m.
A.T.C.
**This sign bolted to post; on replacing
need to have signs with holes bored to
meet location of bolt holes in post; new
bolts, nuts, and washers needed in replacement of this sign. Attached is diagram of
bolt holes on posts.

15. (14) At Nesowadnehunk-Rainbow Trail
at Horse Race Brook
Nesowadnehunk-Rainbow Trail
North Shore of Rainbow Lake
2.49 m.
A.T.C.
16. (15) Same place as No. 15

11. At 3.2 m. Penobscot West Branch
(Cedar Post), South Bank
Nesowadnehunk-Rainbow Trail
West Branch Lean-to
Clifford’s Rainbow Lake Camps
A.T.C. 

Appalachian Trail
Daicey Pond (York’s Camps) 1.84 m.
Penobscot West Branch
5. m.
West Branch Lean-to
5.59 m.
A.T.C.

.27 m.
.59 m.
6.96 m.

Nesowadnehunk-Rainbow Trail
Appalachian Trail
1.99 m.
West Branch Lean-to
1.71. m.
Nesowadnehunk Falls
2.26 m.
A.T.C.
17. (16) Same place as No. 15
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12. Same place as No. 11

Clifford’s West Branch Camp
A.T.C.
18. (17) At north shore of Rainbow Lake

Appalachian Trail
York’s Camps, Daicey Pond
Katahdin Stream Campsite
Katahdin
A.T.C.

3.2 m.
5.13 m.
10.35 m.

Rainbow Lake Ferry
Appalachian Trail 4.48 m.
Daicey Pond
7.95 m.
Katahdin
15.1 m.
A.T.C.

13. At 3.47 m., junction of NesowadnehunkRainbow Trail and A.T.

19. At 10.02 m.

Appalachian Trail
Clifford’s Rainbow Lake Camps
6.69 m.
Rainbow Lake Lean-to
9.98 m.
A.T.C.

Rainbow Mountain Trail
Rainbow Mtn.
1.05 m.
A.T.C.

14. Same place as No. 13

20. At Clifford’s Camps, junction of A.T.
at Guides’ Camps, where Trail turns to
Nahmakanta Lake

Nesowadnehunk-Rainbow Trail
West Branch Lean-to
.32 m. 
North Shore, Rainbow Lake
4.48 m. 
Appalachian Trail
Appalachian Trail
Nesowadnehunk Cable Bridge
Nesowadnehunk Cable Bridge .27 m.
York’s Camps, Daicey Pond
York’s Camps
3.47 m.
Katahdin
Katahdin Stream Campsite
5.72 m.
A.T.C.
Katahdin
10.62 m.

6.96 m.
10.16 m.
17.31 m.

14-A. At 0.3 m. on Nesowadnehunk-Rainbow
Trail
West Branch Lean-to
A.T.C.

100 ft.

SECTION 3
21. (18) Same place as No. 20
Appalachian Trail
Rainbow Lake Lean-to
3.29 m.
Clifford’s Rainbow Lake
Dam Camps
3.5 m.
Nahmakanta Lake Camps
7.96 m.
A.T.C.
22. On Rainbow Lake Lean-to


28. (27) At 2.81 m., lower left corner
of field, Wadleigh Farmsite
Appalachian Trail
Wadleigh Farmsite
Nahmakanta Lake Lean-to
A.T.C.

4.56 m.

29. (28) Same place as No. 28
Prentiss Valley Trail
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A.T.C.

Rainbow Lake Lean-to
A.T.C.

30. (29) Same place as No. 28

23. (19) At 3.5 m., Rainbow Lake Dam
Appalachian Trail
Clifford’s Camps
3.5 m. 
Nahmakanta Lake Camps 4.46 m.
A.T.C.
24. At 7.96 m., McDougall’s Camps
Appalachian Trail
Wadleigh Farmsite
Prentiss Valley Road
Nahmakanta Tote-Road
Mahar Campground
White House Camps

2.74 m.
6.18 m.
7.3 m.
11.85 m.
13.15 m.

25. (24) Same place as No. 24

SECTION 4



31. (33) At 6.18 m.
Appalachian Trail
Prentiss Valley Road
A.T.C.
32. (34) Same place as No. 31
Appalachian Trail
McDougall’s Camps,
Nahmakanta Lake
6.18 m.

Appalachian Trail
Nahmakanta Lake Lean-to
Mahar Campground
A.T.C.

.07 m.
4.5 m.

34. (36) Same place as No. 33
Appalachian Trail
Rainbow Lake Lean-to
11.97 m.
Katahdin
32.61 m.
A.T.C.

26. At 1.57 m.

5.8 m.

35. Same place as No. 33

11.58 m.

Nahmakanta Lake Lean-to
A.T.C.
Three arrows; two to point right and one left

27. (26) Same place as No. 26
SECTION 5

SECTION 6

36. (37) At 11.85 m. Mahar Campground
Appalachian Trail
Pemadumcook Lake, White
House Camps

.1 m.

33. (35) At 7.3 m.

Appalachian Trail
Rainbow Lake Dam
4.46 m.
Rainbow Lake Lean-to
4.67 m.
Clifford’s Camps
7.96 m.
A.T.C.

Appalachian Trail
Nahmakanta Lean-to
Whitehouse Camps
(Pemadumcook Lake)
A.T.C.

Wadleigh Pond
A.T.C.

1.3 m.

43. (45) At 2.7 m.
Cooper Pond Dam 0.22 m.
A.T.C.
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Nahmakanta Lake Lean-to
Nahmakanta Lake
(McDougall’s Camps)
A.T.C.

4.62 m.
11.85 m.

37. (38) Same place as No. 36
Appalachian Trail
Potaywadjo Ridge
Lower Joe Mary Lake
(Potter’s Camps)
A.T.C.

3.42 m.
5.9 m.

3.3 m.
3.9 m.

0.7 m.

40. (42) Same place as No. 39
Appalachian Trail
Potter’s Camps
Mahar Campground
A.T.C.

0.2 m.

Appalachian Trail
Yoke Pond (Berry’s Camps) 11.1 m
Lower Joe Mary Lake
(Potter’s Camps)
2.85 m
A.T.C.
46. (48) At 3.55 m. (Blue-blazed side
trail to Joe Mary Mtn.)

39. (41) At 4.46 m.
Potaywadjo Ridge Trail
A.T.C.

Cooper Pond
A.T.C.
45. (47) Same place as No. 44

38. (39) At 2.6 m.
Appalachian Trail
Potaywadjo Spring
Potter’s Antlers Camps
White House Camps
A.T.C.

44. (46) At 2.85 m. (blue blazed Trail
to Pond)

1.44 m.
4.46 m.

Joe Mary Mtn. Trail
Cooper Pond Campsite
Joe Mary Mtn.
A.T.C.

0.7 m.
4.2 m.

47. (48 ½) At Cooper Pond Campsite on
Joe Mary Mtn. Trail
Joe Mary Mtn.
A.T.C.

3.5 m. 

48. (49) At 7.8 m. (Blue-blazed trail
to Cooper Brook Falls)
Cooper Brook Falls 25 yds.
A.T.C.

41. (43) At Potter’s Camps

49. (50) Same place as No. 48

Appalachian Trail
Pemadumcook Lake (White
House Camps)
Katahdin
A.T.C.

Appalachian Trail
Lower Joe Mary Lake
 (Potter’s Camps) 7.8 m.
Kokadjo Road
3.2 m. 
A.T.C.

7.2 m.
43.06 m.

42. (44) Same place as No. 41
Appalachian Trail
Joe Mary Mtn.

50. (51) At 11 m., B Pond-Kokadjo road
7.75 m.

Appalachian Trail
Crawford Dam
0.9 m.
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Kokadjo Road
Yoke Ponds

A.T.C.

11. m.
13.95 m.

Section 6 (Continued)

Lower Joe Mary Lake
(Potter’s Camps)
Katahdin
A.T.C.

11. m.
54.16 m.

Section 7 (Continued)

51. (52) Same place as No. 50.

59. (55) Same place as No. 58

Appalachian Trail
Yoke Ponds (Berry’s Camps
A.T.C.

Mountain View Pond 1-1/2 m. app.
A.T.C.

2.95 m.



60. (56) At 3.25 m.

52. Same place as No. 50
Metal covered A.T. Highway
crossing sign.

Appalachian Trail
Yoke Ponds (Berry’s Camps) 3.25 m.
A,T,C,

53. (53) At 13.8 m. on Kokadjo Road,

61. (57) Same place as No. 60

Appalachian Trail
Berry’s Camps
White Cap Mtn.
A.T.C.

Appalachian Trail
East Branch Dam
2.9 m.
Third West Branch Pond
(Chadwick’s Outlying Camp) 6.1 m.
A.T.C.

0.15 m.
14.2 m.

54. Same place as No. 53.
Metal covered A.T. Highway Crossing
Sign
55. (54) Same place as No. 53
Appalachian Trail
Crawford Dam
Lower Joe Mary Lake
(Potter’s Camps)
Katahdin
A.T.C.

SECTION 7
56. (54) at 1.07 m., side trail to
Little Boardman Mtn.

3.7 m.
13.8 m.
56.86 m.

62. (58) At Chadwick’s Outlying Camp on
Third West Branch Pond
Appalachian Trail
East Branch Dam
6.1 m.
Berry’s Camps (Yoke Ponds) 9.35 m.
A.T.C.
63. (59) Same place as No. 62
Appalachian Trail
White Camp Mtn.
4.85 m.
Pleasant River Road
11.06 m.
Perham’s Long Pond Camps 14.04 m.
A.T.C.
SECTION 8
64. (60) at 2.3 m.
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Little Boardman Mtn.
Fine View

A.T.C.

0.7 m.

57. On Little Boardman Mtn. Trail at
two places

65. (61) Same place as No. 64

Viewpoint

Chadwick’s Camps
(First West Branch Pond)
A.T.C.

58. (54 ½) At 1.3 m.
Appalachian Trail
Berry’s Camps
East Branch Pleasant River
A.T.C.

1.3 m.
1.95 m.

66. (62) Same place as No. 65

2.3 m.

67. At Chadwick’s main camps on First
West Branch Pond at start of
blue blazes

Appalachian Trail
White Cap Mtn.

A.T.C.

1.6 m.
4.1 m.

68. (64) at 4.55 m.
White Cap Firetower
(3,707 ft.)
A.T.C.

0.3 m.

69. (65) Same place as No. 68
Appalachian Trail
Third West Branch Pond
Pleasant River Road
Long Pond
A.T.C.

1.6 m.

Section 8 (Continued)
73. (69) Same place as No. 72

Section 8 (Continued)

Appalachian Trail
Chadwick’s Outlying Camp
(Third West Branch Pond)
A.T.C.

Appalachian Trail
White Cap Mtn.
2.5 m.
Long Pond (Perham’s Camps) 11.74 m.
A.T.C.

4.55 m.
6.51 m.
9.49 m.

Pleasant River Road
Screw Auger Falls Trail
Gulf Hagas Trail
Head of the Gulf
North Shore of Long Pond
A.T.C.
************

1.06
1.51
4.01
6.97

m.
m.
m.
m.

GULF HAGAS TRAIL SIGNS
74. (70) At junction Screw Auger Falls
Trail and Pleasant River Road, 1.06 m.
from The Hermitage
Screw Auger Falls Trail
A.T.C.

0.23 m.

75. At east junction of Pleasant River
Road and Gulf Hagas Trail, at 1.51 m.
from Appalachian Trail
Gulf Hagas Trail
Head of Gulf
North Shore of Long Pond
A.T.C.

2.5 m.
5.46 m.

 76. Same place as No. 75

Pleasant River Road
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70. (66)At 11.06 m. (Pleasant River Road
at edge of old field)
Appalachian Trail
Hay Brook Falls
White Cap Mtn.
A.T.C.

0,26 m.
6.81 m.

71. (67)Same place as No. 70

Head of the Gulf
Little Lyford Pond Camps
Appalachian Trail and
The Hermitage
A.T.C.

1.74 m. 
4.06 m. 
1.51 m.

77. Three dozen small signs, half pointing
right and half pointing left, to be used on
Gulf Hagas Trail

Viewpoint
0.7 m. 
2.21 m.  78. At west junction of Pleasant River
3. m. 
Road and Gulf Hagas Trail
6. m.
Gulf Hagas Trail
The Hermitage and Appalachian
72. (68) At The Hermitage, 11.75 m.
Trail
4.01 m.
A.T.C.
Appalachian Trail
Long Pond Camps
2.3 m.
Section 9 (Continued)
Chairback Mtn.
6.1 m.
Columbus Mtn.
6.1 m.
85. At 0.18 m. (where Perham’s blueA.T.C.
blazed trail joins A.T.)
The Hermitage
Gulf Hagas Trail
Long Pond
Katahdin Iron Works
A.T.C.

Gulf Hagas Signs (Continued)

To Appalachian Trail in Sag
Between Third and Fourth Mtns.
A.T.C.

79. Same place as No. 77
Pleasant River Road
The Hermitage and
Appalachian Trail
North Shore of Long Pond
Third West branch Pond
A.T.C.

3.24 m.
2.96 m. 
9.6 m. 

80. Where blue-blazed trail leaves
Pleasant River Road for Long Pond
North Shore of Long Pond
2.6 m.
A.T.C.
81. Same place as No. 80
Pleasant River Road
Little Lyford Pond Camps
Gulf Hagas Trail

1.75 m

86. At 0.82 m., where rough trail to
West Chairback goes off from A.T.
West Chairback Pond 1 2/3 m. app.
A.T.C.

87. (81) At 3.3 m.
Chairback Mtn.
(Extraordinary View)
A.T.C.

0.5 m.

88. (82) Same place as No. 87
1.97 m.
0.36 m.

Appalachian Trail
Long Pond, Perham’s Camps
Arnold’s Camps (Big
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Appalachian Trail

A.T.C.

3/6 m.

82. On North Shore of Long Pond
Pleasant River Road
Gulf Hagas Trail
Appalachian Trail
A.T.C.
*****
SECTION 9

2.6 m.
2.96 m.
3.6 m.

83. At Perham’s Camps at Long Pond

Pleasant River Road
2.3 m.
Gulf Hagas Trail
3.81 m.
North Shore of Long Pond
9.27 m.
White Cap Mtn.
9.79 m.
A.T.C.
84. Same place as No. 83
Appalachian Trail
East Chairback Pond
Chairback Mtn.
West Chairback Pond
Bodfish Intervale

1.8 m.
3.8 m.
5.11 m.
16.96 m.

Section 9 (Continued)
92. Same place as No. 90
Perham’s Long Pond Camps
 (Rough Trail)
A.T.C.

2.5 m.
app.

93. (86) At 5.55 m. on cliff on summit
of Third Mtn.
Monument Cliff – Third Mtn.
First Blaze here 1932 (W.D. G.)
A.T.C.
94. (87) At 5.65 m., side trail to Viewpoint
Viewpoint (Benson Mtn.)
A.T.C.

100 yds.



Houston Pond)
A.T.C.

2 1/3 m. app.

89. (83) Same place as No. 87
Appalachian Trail
Columbus Mtn.
Dore’s Camps
A.T.C.

0.7 m.
8.69 m.

90. (84) At 4.93 m. side trail to West
Chairback Pond
West Chairback Pond
A.T.C.

0.18 m.

91. Same place as No. 90
Appalachian Trail
Perham’s Long Pond Camps
via Appalachian Trail
4.93 m.
Bodfish Intervale
12.03 m. 
A.T.C.
Section 9 (Continued)
99. (92) At 9.64 m., blue-blazed side
trail to viewpoint
Viewpoint to south
A.T.C.

0.2 m.

100. (93) At 9.77 m. blue-blazed side
trail to view and spring
Spring and Viewpoint
A.T.C.
101. (94) At 10.08 m., side trail to
Cloud Pond
Cloud Pond

A.T.C.

0.2 m.

102. (95) At 12.89 m., blue-blazed side
trail to Barren Slide
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95. (88) At 6.65 m., where blue-blazed
trail goes back to Perham’s Camps
Perham’s Camps
A.T.C.

Barren Slide
A.T.C.

1.9 m.



96. (89) Same place as No. 95
Appalachian Trail
Long Pond (Perham’s Camps)
Dore’s Camps
Bodfish Farm
A.T.C.

A.T.C.

6.65 m.
5.34 m. 
10.31 m. 

3.25 m.

98. (91) Same place as No. 97
Appalachian Trail
Pleasant River Road
Bodfish Intervale
98-A. At Dore’s Camps

Appalachian Trail
Barren Mtn.
A.T.C.

103. (96) At 14.46 m., side trail to
Slugundy Falls
Slugundy Falls
0.23 m.
A.T.C.

97. (90) At 8.74 m., where side trail goes
to Dore’s Mountain View Camps
Dore’s Camps (Long Pond)

250 ft.



104. (97) At 14.54 m., where Dore’s
Tote-road joins A.T.
Dore’s Camps (LongPond) 3.6m.
Bodfish Intervale
2.42 m
A.T.C.
105. (98) Same place as No. 104
Appalachian Trail
Barren Ledges
1.79 m.
Barren Mtn.
3.49 m.
Long Pond
14.54 m.
A.T.C.

11.03 m.
8.22 m.  106. Where A.T. joins graveled road
at Vaughan Stream at 15.84 m.

A.T.C.

3.25 m.
5.56 m.

Section 9 (Continued)

Appalachian Trail
Dore’s Mtn. View Camps
4.8 m.
Barren Mtn.
4.8 m.
Katahdin
96.19 m.
A.T.C.
Section 10 (continued)

107. (99) At 16.96 m. at Bodfish Farm

114. (109) Same place as No. 113

Appalachian Trail
Barren Mtn.
Boarstone Mtn.
Monson
A.T.C.

Appalachian Trail
Bodfish Intervale
4.9 m.
Monson
9.9 m. 
A.T.C.

SECTION 10

5.91 m.
4.1 m.
14.8 m.

115. (111) At 8. m.
Site of Savage’s Mills
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108. (100) Special sign for Boarstone Mtn.
at 2.05 m., where road to Boarstone
leaves A.T. and dirt road.
109. (101)
Boarstone Mtn.
A.T.C.

2.05 m.

110. (105) At Little Wilson Bridge, 3.6 m.
Appalachian Trail
Jim Whyte’s Lookout
Big Wilson Cliffs
Little Wilson Falls
A.T.C.

0.31 m.
0.82 m.
1.6 m.

111. (106) At 3.7 m., where side trail (blueblazed goes to Jim Whyte’s Lookout
Appalachian Trail
Little Wilson Falls
Monson
A.T.C.
112. (107) Same place as No. 111

Jim Whyte’s Lookout
Big Wilson Cliffs
A.T.C.

1.5 m.
11.1 m.

0.21 m.
0.72 m.

(Abandoned in 1858)
A.T.C.
116. (110) At 11.9 m. at old Watson
House
Appalachian Trail
Site of Savage’s Mills
3.9 m.
Little Wilson Falls
7.3 m.
Bodfish Intervale
11.9 m.
A.T.C.
117. (112) At 14.35 m. in Monson
where Maine Highway 15 comes
into A.T.
Appalachian Trail
Site of Savage’s Mills
6.35 m.
Little Wilson Falls
9.75 m.
Bodfish Intervale
14.35 m.
A.T.C.
118. (113) At 14.8 m. in Monson, at
crossroads in center of town
Appalachian Trail
Site of Savage’s Mills
6.8 m.
Little Wilson Falls
10.2 m.
Katahdin
112.11 m.
A.T.C.
SECTION 11

113. (108) At 4.9 m. (junction of side
trail to Little Wilson Falls
Little Wilson Falls

A.T.C.
Section 11 (Continued)

0.3 m.

121. (115) At 4.9 m.
Appalachian Trail
Monson
Barren Mtn.
Katahdin

4.9 m.
25.61 m.
117.01 m.

119. (114) Same place as No. 118
Appalachian Trail
Blanchard
5.72 m.
Moxie Bald Mtn.
18.19 m.
Me. – N. H. Line
154.19 m.
A.T.C.
120. In Monson
Two metal A.T. Highway Crossings
Signs
Section 12 (Continued)
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A.T.C.

128. (121) At Troutdale Cabins

122. (116) Same place as No. 121
Appalachian Trail
Moxie Bald Mtn.
Moxie Pond (Troutdale Cabins)
A.T.C.

13.29 m.
17.72 m.

123. At Blanchard Crossroads

SECTION 12

Appalachian Trail
Pleasant Pond Mtn.
3.89 m.
Caratunk
10.52 m.
A.T.C.

124. (117) At Blanchard Crossroads
9.25 m.
12.47 m.
16.9 m.

125. (118) At .87 m. where A.T. turns off
from county road
Appalachian Trail
Bald Mtn. Pond Dam
Moxie Mtn. Lean-to
A.T.C.

7.36 m.
8.38 m.

SECTION 15

Appalachian Trail
U. S. Route 201
6. m. 
Troutdale Cabins
4.73 m.
A.T.C.

Pleasant Pond Mtn. 0.16 m.
A.T.C.



132. (124) At Mosquito Tote-road
and A.T., 6.05 m.
0.33 m.

127. (180) Same place as No. 126
Appalachian Trail
Troutdale Cabins (Moxie Pond)
A.T.C.

130. (123) At 4.73 m. side trail to
Pleasant Pond Mtn. tower

131. Same place as No. 130.

126. (119) At Watchman’s Camp, 12.14 m.
Firetower (2,630 ft.)
A.T.C.

SEC TION 13
129. (122) Where A.T. leaves
railroad grade, 1 m. from Troutdale
Cabins

Metal A.T. Highway Crossing Sign

Appalachian Trail
Moxie Mtn. Lean-to
Moxie Bald Firetower
(2,630 ft.)
Moxie Pond (Troutdale Cabins)
A.T.C.

Appalachian Trail
Moxie Bald Firetower
5.09 m.
Moxie Mtn. Lean-to
7.65 m.
Katahdin
134.31 m.
A.T.C.

4.76 m.

Appalachian Trail
Pleasant Pond Mtn.
(2,480 ft.)
1.48 m.
A.T.C.
133. (125) At 11.22 m., on east bank
of Kennebec River at U.S. Route 201
Appalachian Trail
Sterling’s Pierce Pond Camps 3.66m.
Mt. Bigelow
28.55 m.
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135. (126) At Sterling’s Pierce Pond Camps

.A.T.C.

Appalachian Trail
Kennebec River
Katahdin
A.T.C.

SECTION 14

3.41 m.
150.15 m.

134. On west bank of Kennebec
on post

136. (126a) Same place as No. 135
Appalachian Trail
Pierce Pond Lean-to
East Carry Pond Lean-to
East Carry Pond Camps
Mt. Bigelow
A.T.C.

Appalachian Trail
Sterling’s Pierce Pond Camps 3.41 m.
Mt. Bigelow
28.3 m.
A.T.C.
Section 15 (Continued)

0.8 m.
6.4 m.
7.32 m.
24.89 m.

142. At East Carry Pond Camps
Appalachian Trail
East Carry Pond Lean-to 1.1 m.
Pierce Pond Camps
7.32 m.
A.T.C.

137. (127) At junction of Arnold Trail
Route with former Dead River route,
.33 m. west of Sterling’s Camps
Pierce Pond Lean-to

A.T.C.

0.47 m.



Appalachian Trail
West Carry Pond Camps
6.36 m.
Jerome Brook Lean-to
9. m.
Maine Highway 16
10.47 m.
Mt. Bigelow
17.57 m.
A.T.C.

138. At junction of side trail to Pierce Pond
Lean-to and old Dead River route
Spring

A.T.C.

143. (135) Same place as No. 143

100 yds.

139. (128) Same place as No. 137

143-A. At Jerome Brook Lean-to

Appalachian Trail
East Carry Pond Lean-to
East Carry Pond Camps
Jerome Brook Lean-to
Ledge House (Maine Highway 16)
A.T.C.

Appalachian Trail
Jerome Brook Lean-to
East Carry Pond Lean-to 10.13m.
Bigelow Col Lean-to
8.95 m.
Horns Pond Lean-tos
12.01 m.
A.T.C.

6.07 m.
6.99 m.
15.99 m.
17.46 m.

140. At side trail to East Carry Pond
Lean-to, 6.3 m. from Pierce Pond
East Carry Pond Lean-to
A.T.C.
141. Same place as No. 140

0.11 m.



144. (134a) At Ledge House. At
north end of highway and trail intersection
Appalachian Trail
Jerome Brook Lean-to
1.47 m.
East Carry Pond Camps
10.47 m.
Pierce Pond Camps
17.79 m.
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Appalachian Trail
Pierce Pond Lean-to
Kennebec River
Jerome Brook Lean-to
Maine Highway 16
A.T.C.

A.T.C.

6.78 m.
9.7 m.
10.02 m.
11.49 m.

145. (134) On Trail at Maine Highway 16 at Ledge House at south end
of road intersection
Appalachian Trail
Little Bigelow Mtn.
Mt. Bigelow, East Peak
Bigelow Col
Horns Pond Lean-tos
A.T.C.

SECTION 17
147. (136) (Originally 129) at Bigelow
Col, 5 m.
Appalachian Trail
Firetower
Maine Highway 16
West Peak
Bigelow Range Trail,
Horns Pond Lean-tos
A.T.C.

0.38 m.
2.34 m.
0.35 m.



3.06 m.



146. At blue-blazed side trail

148. (137) (Originally 130) Same place as No. 147
The Parsons Trail
Maine Highway 16
A.T.C.

A.T.C.

0.17 m.



150. (138) (Originally 131) At junction of A.T.
and Bigelow Range Trail
Appalachian Trail
Ledge House (Maine Highway 16) 10.4 m. 
Bigelow Village (Maine Highway 27) 6.65 m.
A.T.C.
151. (139) (Originally 132) Same place as No. 150
Bigelow Range Trail
Fine Viewpoint
Cranberry Peak Pond

0.28 m.
2.15 m.

Old Mans Head
A.T.C.

0.1 m.

(Old Nos. 146, 146A, 146B and 147
discarded with Dead River Route.)
Section 17 (Continued)
153. Same place as No. 152

2.74 m.

149. At 9.9 m. from Ledge House, junction with
blue-blazed North Horn Trail
North Horn

2.6 m.
6.96 m.
7.34 m.
10.4 m.

Appalachian Trail
Follow road east for 0.38 m.
Remmick’s Cabins
.012 m.
A.T.C.
154. At west end of Bigelow Range
Trail in Stratton
Bigelow Range Trail
The Cave
2.25 m.
Cranberry Peak
3.24 m.
Horns Pond and the
Appalachian Trail
6.67 m.
A.T.C.
SECTION 18
155. At junction of trail to Sugarloaf
Mtn. and Maine Highway 27 at
Bigelow Village
Appalachian Trail
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Cranberry Peak (3,213 ft.)
The Cave
First Ledges
Arnold’s Well
Arnold Inn, Stratton
A.T.C.

3.43 m.
4.42 m.
4.6 m.
4.71 m.
7.27 m.

Follow road west
0.38 m. 
F. S. Campbell Field
Campground
0.8 m.
Remmick’s Cabins 0.21 m. 
A.T.C.

152. (140) (Originally 133) at Bigelow
Village, 14.58 m.
Appalachian Trail
Horns Pond Lean-tos and Bigelow
Range Trail
East Peak (4,088 ft.)
A.T.C.

156. At junction of Trail to Sugarloaf
Mtn. and Maine Highway 27 at
Bigelow Village
Appalachian Trail
Sugarloaf Mtn. Lean-to
1.82 m.
Sugarloaf Mtn.
4.44 m.
Spaulding Mtn.
7.13 m.
Spaulding Mtn. Lean-to
8. m.
Orbeton Stream
12.75 m.
Redington Pond Camps
13.78 m.
A.T.C.

6.65 m.
10.09 m.

Section 18 (Continued)
159. At junction of proposed side trail to Mt.
Abraham and Appalachian Trail, 8.61 m.
Appalachian Trail
Spaulding Mtn. Lean-to
Mt. Sugarloaf
Bigelow Village
Orbeton Stream
Mt. Saddleback
A.T.C.

157. At 7.03 m.

0.61 m.
4.17 m.
8.61 m.
6.14 m. 
13.34 m. 

160. (142-A) (This sign, 8/40, nailed to back
of tree where sign No. 159 is in place.)
Mt. Abraham Firetower
A.T.C.

2 m. app.

A.T.C.
162. (142-D) Same place as No. 161

4.75 m.
5.82 m.
12.75 m.

0.1 m.

158. At 8. m.
Spaulding Mtn. Lean-to 50 yds.
A.T.C.



Section 19 (Continued)


161 (142-B) At Orbeton Stream where Trail meets
dirt road, south of bridge, across stream
Appalachian Trail
Spaulding Mtn. Lean-to
Spaulding Mtn.
Maine Highway 27

Spaulding Mtn.
A.T.C.

165. At 1.07 m.
Redington Pond Camps
A.T.C.

0.9 m.

166. (144) At junction Appalachian
Trail and side trail just east of tower,
7.15 m.
Saddleback Lake Camps 5.5 m.
app.
A.T.C.
167. (145) Same place as No. 166
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Appalachian Trail
Poplar Ridge Lean-to
Saddleback Mtn.
Redington Pond Camps
A.T.C.

2.3 m.
7.2 m.
1.03 m.

163. (143) 150 ft. north of bridge across
Orbeton Stream
Appalachian Trail
Poplar Ridge Lean-to
Saddleback Jr. Mtn.
The Horn
Mt. Saddleback
Maine Highway 4
A.T.C.

2.3 m.
3.62 m.
5.57 m.
7.2 m.
16.15 m.

1.03 m. 
9.2 m. 
12.78 m.

Section 19 (Continued)
173. (151) At Maine Highway 4, opposite
Houghton Truck Road

Piazza Rock Lean-to
5.27 m.
Saddleback Mtn. (4,116 ft.)
8.95 m.
Poplar Ridge Lean-to
13.85 m.
Orbeton Stream
16.15 m.
A.T.C.
174. (151-A) At beginning of Houghton Truck
Road and Maine Highway 4 (west side)
Appalachian Trail
Sabbath Day Pond Lean-to
Four Ponds Camps, Long Pond
Maine Highway 17
A.T.C.

168 and 169 (146 and 147) At 10.79
m. (Point left and right)
The Caves
A.T.C.
170. (148) At 10.38 m. at Piazza
Rock Lean-to
Maine Highway 4
5.27 m.
Saddleback Mtn.
3.68 m. 
A.T.C.

164. (143-B) Same place as No. 163
Appalachian Trail
Redington Pond Camps
Maine Highway 16
Bigelow Village A.T.C.

Appalachian Trail
Piazza Rock Lean-to
3.73 m.
Maine Highway 4
9. m.
Poplar Ridge Lean-to 4.85 m. 
Orbeton Stream
7.15 m. 
A.T.C.

6.12 m.
7. m.
8.65 m.

(Old 178 (152) discarded by reason of
changed route)

171. (149) Same place as No. 170
Piazza Rock
A.T.C.

0.1 m.

172. (150) At Maine Highway 4, at
side road which crosses Sandy
River Pond in 0.2 m.

Piazza Rock Lean-to
1.4 m.
Piazza Rock and Caves
1.5 m.
Saddleback Mtn. (4,116 ft.) 5.05 m.
A.T.C.
SECTION 21
178. (156) Houghton-Oquossoc
Road (Maine Highway 17)
Appalachian Trail
Summit
1.18 m.
Elephant Mtn. Lean-to 5.71 m.
Maine Highway 5
10.1 m.
South Arm
12.1 m.
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175, (153) At 7.05 m. from Maine Highway 4
Four Ponds Camps – Long Pond
Round Pond 
A.T.C.
176 (153-A) At 6.12 m. from Maine Highway 4
Appalachian Trail
Sabbath Day Pond Lean-to
Maine Highway 4
Maine Highway 17
A.T.C.

6.12 m. 
2.53 m.

177. (155) At Maine Highway 17, HoughtonOquossoc Road
Appalachian Trail
Four Ponds Camps
Sabbath Day Pond Lean-to
Maine Highway 4
A.T.C.

1.75 m.
2.53 m.
8.65 m.

SECTION 22
184. (159) On Maine Highway 17, 0.1 m.
north of Sign 182
Appalachian Trail
Squirrel Rock Lean-to
Camp Keewadin
Andover-B Hill Road
A.T.C.

3.05 m.
5.9 m.
13.03 m.

185. (160) Sawyers North, where A.T. meets
tote-road to Andover at 2.58 m.
Appalachian Trail
Maine Highway 5
Elephant Mtn. Lean-to
A.T.C.

2.58 m.
7.32 m.

186. (161) Same place as No. 185
Andover

7 m. app.

A.T.C.
179 (157) At 5.65 m., where trail
leads off to Elephant Mtn. Lean-to
at bog
Appalachian Trail
Maine Highway 17
5.65 m.
Maine Highway 5
4.45 m.
A.T.C.
180. Same place as No. 179
Elephant Mtn. Lean-to 100 yds,
A.T.C.



181. (158) At Maine Highway 5
Appalachian Trail
Elephant Mtn. Lean-to
4.51 m.
Summit
8.92 m.
Maine Highway 17
10.1 m.
A.T.C.
182. Same place as No. 181
Appalachian Trail
Go north .1 m. and turn left
A.T.C.
183. At 0.1 m. north on Maine Highway 17 of sign 182
Appalachian Trail
Go south .1 m. and turn left
A.T.C.
Section 22 (Continued)
191. (166) Same place as No. 190
Appalachian Trail
Andover-B Hill Road
7.13 m.
Frye Brook Lean-to
7.43 m.
A.T.C.
192. (167) On Andover-B Hill Road,
north of Frye Brook Bridge
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A.T.C.
187. (162) Same place as No. 185
Appalachian Trail
Squirrel Rock Lean-to
Camp Keewadin
Frye Brook Lean-to
A.T.C.

Appalachian Trail
Surplus Pond
3. m.
Camp Keewadin
7.15 m.
C Pond Bluff
8.7 m.
Squirrel Rock Lean-to
10.0 m.
Maine Highway 5
13.03 m.
A.T.C.

0.47 m.
3.32 m.
10.75 m.

SECTION 23

188. (163) At junction of A.T. and C Pond
Bluff Trail
C Pond Bluff Trail
1.03 m.
Built by Bates College Outing Club
A.T.C.



189. (164) Same place as No. 188
Appalachian Trail
Squirrel Rock Lean-to
Camp Keewadin
Andover-B Hill Road
A.T.C.

2.25 m.
0.6 m. 
7.73 m. 

190. (165) At Learned’s Camp, 5.9 m.
A.T.C.
Appalachian Trail
C Pond Bluff
Squirrel Rock Lean-to
Maine Highway 5
A.T.C.

1.63 m.
2.9 m.
5.9 m.

Section 23 (Continued)

(Special signs here made by Maine
Alpine Club)
193. (168) Same place as No. 192
except south side of Frye Brook
Appalachian Trail
Frye Brook Lean-to
The Churn
The Cataract
The Flume
East Peak Baldpate
West Peak Baldpate
Maine Highway 26

0.28 m.
0.39 m.
0.44 m.
0.57 m.
3.72 m.
4.6 m.
7.2 m.

194. (169) On East Peak of Baldpate
Appalachian Trail
Baldpate East Peak
Andover-B Hill Road
3.72 m.
West Peak,. Baldpate 0.88 m. 
Maine Highway 26 3.48 m
A.T.C.

196. (171) In Grafton Notch, 0.44 m. north
of Forest Service Campground

195. (170) At junction Table Rock
side trail with A.T.

Appalachian Trail
Grafton Notch Lean-to
Table Rock
West Peak, Baldpate
East Peak, Baldpate
Frye Brook Lean-to
Andover-B Hill Road
A.T.C.

Table Rock
0.48 m.
(Extraordinary View)
A.T.C.

0.2 m.
1.13 m.
2.6 m.
3.48 m.
6.92 m.
7.2 m.



Section 24 (Continued)
201. At Tower
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East Spur Trail
To Cabin (Rough Trail)
A.T.C.

197. (172) Same place as No. 196
Appalachian Trail
Old Speck Mtn. Trail
A.T.C.

0.44 m.

198. (173) At Forest Service Campground
in Grafton Notch
SECTION 24
Appalachian Trail
Old Speck Firetower
(4,175 ft.)
1.7 m.
Speck Pond Lean-to
3.05 m.
Full Goose Lean-to
7.96 m.
North Peak, Goose Eye
8.93 m.
Carlo Col Lean-to
12.5 m.
Me. – N.H. Line
12.73 m.
A.T.C.
199. (174) Same place as 198
Appalachian Trail
Follow highway, then turn right in .44 m.
Katahdin
253 m.
A.T.C.
200. At Old Speck Firewarden’s Cabin
East Spur Trail to Tower
(Rough Trail)
A.T.C.

202. At junction of Trail to Tower
and A.T. on Old Speck
Appalachian Trail
Maine Highway 26
1.65 m.
Grafton Notch Lean-to
2.29 m.
East Peak Baldpate
5.57 m.
Katahdin
254.88 m.
A.T.C.
203. Same place as No. 202
Old Speck Tower
and
East Spur Trail
A.T.C.
204. At Maine-New Hampshire Line
Appalachian Trail
Maine-New Hampshire Line
Old Speck Firetower 11.13 m.
Grafton Notch
12.73 m.
Baldpate, East Peak 16.65 m.
Mt. Katahdin
265.96 m.
A.T.C.

TRAIL REPORTS
1940
Section 1
V. Condition of Trail.

Katahdin to Daicey Pond

Trail from Katahdin to Greenville-Millinocket Road in good condition. All blowdowns cleared
out by Ranger. Paint in very good condition. Blazes on sparse side near Katahdin Stream. Very
few A.T. markers.
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From Katahdin Stream to Daicey Pond needs rebushing badly--substandard here. Junior York
was to clear this but up to September, 1940, had been unable to get work done by press of
business but said he would clear it. Bridge over Katahdin Stream and Grassy Pond washed out
but York is to replace them. New paint needed between Campsite and Yorks. Hard to understand
why paint blazes here are so few and poor.
Ranger has ordered roofing for Hunt Spur Lean-to and will re-roof lean-to. Lean-to signs given
to Ranger.
Cylinder on Katahdin installed by Williamson June 18, 1940.
VII. Required Work.
1. Additional A.T. markers to be put in between Katahdin and Summit and the obliterated
markers between York’s and Katahdin Stream to be renewed.
2. Sign at junction of old and new Hunt Trails needs to be renewed.
3. Bridge built by York in 1939 over Katahdin Stream anchored by rocks.
4. Trail mowed out from Katahdin Stream Campsite to York’s.
5. Check Five-mile marker.
6. Replace Sign No. 4 (missing).
7. Overhand on roof on shelter on Hunt Trail needs replacement.
{8. Restore a bridge over Katahdin Stream.}
{9. Cylinder and Bolt holes}
10. Thorough clearing and repainting between Katahdin Stream and Daicey Pond.
11. Replace No. 5 marker (where path leads to stream).
12. Renew A.T. markers.
Section 2
Daicey Pond to Rainbow Lake
V. Condition of Trail.
No work done by Camp Kennebec from Daicey Pond to Penobscot River by reason of bad
weather but reported good.
From River to Rainbow Lake cleared by Clifford under contract arrangements.
VII. Required Work.
5. Put up sign (cloth) at West Branch Lean-to.
Section 4
Nahmakanta Lake to Mahar Campground

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1940 – Compiled by David Field – Page

312

VII. Condition of Trail.
Recleared by Leon Potter in 1940 in keeping with contract arrangements ($15.00 paid for labor).
From head of Nahmakanta Lake to its foot, cleared by Bennie Boynton (3 days work--$7.50). He
reports that there is no lumbering up there this year; the boom logs were driven this spring. Trail
in good condition and bushes no worse in the old road than they were last year.
Section 5
MAHAR CAMPGROUND TO LOWER JOE MARY LAKE
VI. Condition of Trail.
Trail cleared by Potter (5 days’ work); mowed with scythe and alders cut. G.N.P. operated a
tractor over Nahmakanta Tote-road in spring of 1940.
G.N.P. cutting pulp on Potaywadjo Ridge and on shore of Pemadumcook Lake, both sides of Joe
Mary Stream. Potter reports refuse around Potaywadjo Spring used for watering horses. Tops
cleared out of Trail by Potter.
Potter suggests possible relocation on north shore of Lower Joe Mary to avoid beaver flowage
here.
NOTE: This section must be mowed annually.
Section 6
Lower Joe Mary Lake to Yoke Ponds
VI. Condition of Trail.
Quite some growth for ½ m. after leaving Kokadjo-B Pond Road toward Crawford Pond.
Between 8 and 11 m. some bushes to cut with about a dozen down logs. From 5 to 8 m. in
hemlocks, etc., small trees growing in from sides.
From 5 m. to 11 m. requires work. (Sept. 1940, Charles Berry to spend 2 days on this section.)
Sign 48 (Fifth Revision) to Cooper Brook Falls put up in 1939 again missing; sign on A.T. here
in place. Sign 44 (Fifth Revision) missing to Cooper Pond.
Tree felled across Cooper Brook for Joe Mary side trail; boards on side trail (for camp?).
Mile markers 1 and 4 not detected on 1940 trip. Painting of 1939 seems adequate but is on sparse
side from 1 to 5 m.; paint on “popple” in this section flakes slightly.
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Signs 50 and 51 on Kokadjo-B Pond Road and trail to Crawford Pond are badly faded; need
replacing. Unable to locate any new trail cut by Haynes to Cooper Pond.
VII. Required Work.
5. Replace signs 44 and 48 (Fifth Revision).
Section 7
Yoke Ponds to Third West Branch Pond
VI. Condition of Trail.
No. 5 of required work accomplished.
Charles Berry reports that he has mowed out from Guy’s Camps to Boudreau’s in same standard
as last year’s work from Boudreau’s to White Cap. Also worked from East Branch turn back to
foot of mountain. Next year to work from Guy’s Camps east.
Section 8
Third West Branch Pond to Long Pond
VI. Condition of Trail.
1. From The Hermitage to telephone line across Hay Brook (9.56 m. to 11 m.) bushes cleared out
by Perham (2 days’ labor) in September, 1940.
2. Firewarden Foss reports no changes on Trail.
3. Mile marker 13 removed in road building; replaced by Perham?
4. Perham to repaint from Hermitage to Long Pond.
5. Perham reports post and sign at Hay Brook field.
6. Effect of road work on Pleasant River Road?
[MISSING PAGE?]
The bridge over the outlet stream. The beginning of the blue-blazed trail is also much overgrown.
Chadwick promised to have some work done on this but this should be checked and the blue
paint markings renewed.
A.T. mowed from Chadwick’s outlying camp to top of White Cap in August, 1939, by Charles
Berry. Trail cut wide and in most excellent condition. Showed evidence of a very prolific growth
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of hardwood sprouts and route must have been very much obliterated prior to mowing. Trail on
upper west slope of White Cap is well worn with no undergrowth.
Fire Warden advises that trail had not been mowed out from summit of White Cap to where the
Appalachian Trail leaves the fire warden’s trail at 9.56 m. However, bushes had been mowed out
under the telephone line and, in many sections, this afforded better walking than the worn route
in the middle of the old log hauler road. Warden Foss advised that he kept the trail open from
White Cap down to Rock Spring and that the “other man” came up to this point. From 9.56 m.
trail through woods to Hay Brook was well worn with little vegetation; three blowdowns in this
section. Trail on west bank of Hay Brook somewhat obscured by alders and grass, particularly
where it passes over rocky section of brook bed. This requires mowing. Perham’s trail work will
start where fire warden’s trail leaves A.T. at 9,56 m. {Cleared, Oct. 1940, by Perham at West
branch crossing.}
VII. Required Work.
1. Renew missing board signs.
2. Renew Appalachian Trail markers.
3. [Crossed out]
4. In addition to regular maintenance work, particular attention should be given the section
between Hay Brook and 11 m. This requires mowing out in 1940. The Trail on the north slope of
White Cap will need early attention.
5. Repaint in 1941.
6. Replace signs 72, 73, 74, 75, 76.
{6/10/40. Chadwick reports signs up; trail cleared in 39 to be mowed by him in 1940. {over}
[Hand-written back of this page missing]
Gulf Hagas Trail
1. Reported clear by hikers in 1940.
2. Repainted, cleared and bushes cut out by W. M. Dore from north shore of Long Pond to
Pleasant River.
3. All signs intact. Sign (Edwards) for Gulf Hagas Trail at west end of Gulf Hagas Trail shows
flaking in center.
4. Two big logs and bushes in Pleasant River Road. Much freer of bushes and better worn above
crossing of Pleasant River towards Long Pond.
5. Pleasant River Road measured and data added to sign list.
*****
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Trail should be repainted and bushes on Gulf Hagas Trail as well as Pleasant River Road cleared
out. Advised Dore and Perham that A.T.C. did not intend to pay for maintenance work on this
trail. At Dore’s request, sent him scythe for trail clearing here.
Poles needed to show route across field down to West branch where blue line starts on opposite
slope. Dore has made trail on south bank of river very conspicuous.
TRAIL REPORTS
Section 10
Bodfish Farm to Monson*
I. Paint.
Repainted in August, 1940, from Monson to Big Wilson Bridge by Merle Finley (2-1/4 days at
$2.00 per day). Side trails to Little Wilson Falls and Big Wilson Cliffs repainted blue by Finley.
M.H.A, painted (8/40) from Big Wilson Bridge to Bodflsh Farm.
II. A.T. Markers.
Fifty installed.
III. Mile Markers
Repainted.
V. Board Signs.
Sign post at Big Wilson (with signs intact) has fallen down. Sign at junction with Maine
Highway 15 is badly faded but usable. (Davis having sign made for Little Wilson Falls.)
VI. Condition of Trail.
Work done by Boy Scouts in July, 1940, under direction of Harry Davis; recleared in August by
Finley with particular attention to localities here noted as needing work.
VII. Required Work.
Nos. 1, 2 and 3 accomplished in August, 1940. (Little work done on firs between 10 and 11 m.)
Repaint and reclear in 1941.
*See 1939 report for this section.
TRAIL REPORTS
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Section 20
MAINE HIGHWAY 4 TO MAINE HIGHWAY 17
I. Paint.
Repainted 1940 by B.O.C.; blazes sparse from lean-to to Maine Highway 17.
III. Mile Markers.
Nos. 1 to 3 renewed; No. 40 to 8 put in September, 1940.
V. Condition of Trail.
Mowed by B.O.C. in 1940 except for one section.
1. Bushy from 5 m. to 5.2 m.; will need mowing.
2. from Sabbath Day to Long Pond Outlet somewhat ingrown with brakes, etc. and one short
section apparently skipped in 1940 mowing.
3. From 5.2 m. to lean-to, mowed and very fine travel.
4. In wet weather trail along Long Pond is wet and disagreeable.
VI. Lean-to.
Fair condition; roof sagged by tree; roof is bowl-shaped; few gaps in side logs.
Fairly tight; no latrine; no Public Campsite sign.
VII. Needed Work.
Certain portions will require annual mowing.
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